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“the recently passed Wynaad Tolls Act, as the faults inherent to t
_which were pointed out to Governmen

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depar tment,
Tth April 1869. \

No. 120. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 13th
February 1869, No. 973.

Read the following letters :—

From the Collector of Malabar, to the Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
dated ou circuit at Chathamungalum, 9th January 1869, No. 3.

As it is requested that the enclosed may be submitted to Government, I have
the honor to forward, for that purpose, chould the Board see fit, a communication
received from the Secretary fo the Planters’ Association North Wynaad, expressing
the opinion of the Association on the introduction of the Road Cess Act (ILL of
1866) and on the Wynaad Tolls Act (LL of 1868). The Association seems opposed
to the former as involving additlonal taxation, and to the latter as they counsider it

will be inoperative.

[r———

ExcLostre No. 1.

From the Ionorary Secretary to the Planters’ Association of North Wynaad, to the Collector of
» Malabar, dated Manantoddy, 21st December 1868. )

Tus Association has had the honor to reccive from Government copies of the Proceedings of
the Madras Government, Revenue Department, Nos. 410 and 329, dated 20th September and 18th
November 1808, respectively, referring to the proposed introduction of the District Road Cess Act

of 1866 into Wynaad.
ecates the imposition of any more taxes than are at present levied,

9 The Association depr
and objects to this tax in particular, because, though it is a tax only of the mildest description, it

would fall with undue proportions on occupicrs of crown lands.

3. Should it be resolved to extend the Road Cess Act to Wynaad, the Association has no
doubt bus that it will not in any way tend to prevent action being taken by local proprietors under
he Act itself, (Act 1L of 1868,)
t by this Association in November 1867, will effectually pre-

vent owners of land from ever making use of it—at all events in this, the northern, portion of

Wynaad. )
In South-Last Wynaad, where the Act before being passed was approved of, no action has
becn taken under it and at the present moment cross-roads are being constructed there by, or with
the agsistanco of large grants from Local Funds. ’ .

4. This Association wishes again to reitcrate its objections to the Wynaad Tolls Act, and

requests that you will be good enough to forward this communication to Government for its infor-

a

mation.

From the Collector of Malabar, to the Acting Sccretary to the Board of Revenue,
dated Calicut, 30th January 1869, No. 83. :

I 11avE the honor to acknowledge the Proceedings of Government, dated 21st
January 1869, No. 187, calling for my remarks on a Jetter addressed to the Chief
Secretary to Government by Mr. J. Ouchterlony, Ootacamund, objecting to the
cxtension of the Road Cess Act to Wynaad—the only ta
Malabar at present exempt from its incidence. :

0. Mr. Ouchterlony quotes the grounds on
is advocated a3 being that no action has been taken under the Wynaad Tolls Act,

and that the District Road Cess has been generally introduced elsewhere.

look of the district of .

which the introductioﬁ of the Act"

N



Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment
Tth April 1869. '

3.

' : uestion at 1 ink i
;szlylry (ﬁizts ;t‘h :;I‘ht; 1(;;)_]ect of the T(_)lls Act scclzems fairl;r lzzz'zdlbdyol\?: tOtllxI:;ilt{ .
bute,their qg;ofa 2 i<t)s s Lctter). It is to make all, using a particular roz;d cont(:i.:
e sapenied prive up-keep, an.d perhal?s, to some extent, recoup pers:)ns who

havo expende Op : e money on it. But it is quite permissive to the Plant
r not, If the depression of Coflee interest, (which I sincerzll)l' (lzf:pio
’

. I%_s(e;e}x)n? not improbable the Tolls Act may b;a and cal.mOt but think is greatly over-
pxl)i% (ieto lf ore long. 1 have been officially ap- stated in paragraph 4 of Mr. Ouchter
y an energetic Planter for a copy. lony’s letter,) prevents presen't aut% exi

ction,

th . . . | am not aware that an i ,
e Planters or the Law for their inactivity or its dormancy or}:] lelii::ll]ertmar?(s
’ wat action

should be taken till the good times come

Certa.inlv, however, n

3 y DO other class will wo k an o

ot If the R ; rk the Tolls Act, if the P d

n h y do work lt, it will be on roads constructed or ma’intaincd Lqpt:{s 11
sSpecially

for thei jar i .
or their peculiar interests; and the possible application of the Tolls Act t ‘
s Act to a few

special roads surely affords no
reason why Wynaad, with i
. tl i
allotments, should continue to contribute so inade(;uatellylzz eilzo(;mouts Iln))Pcrml
ocs to District

R d ! y

th 9 3 ] & I; C1 “E,

pplicd. Wynaad has its special A

. ct to meet its speci: .

h special re

/: y it should not on that account be brought under the ge(rlltlrtm(;nllsrclzif .A Itstee not
g ct to con-

W

an otherwise highly favored part.

4. The second recason for the applicati
: : pplication of the R g
pamely, that it has been brought into operation both ()i?xdﬂies:c?tcf)f't %I“lry]:aadm
alabar and

1 _ e
elsewhere—scems primd facie a good one. Mr. Ouchterlony argues tl I
gues that Wynaad

is so different from the rest of th
' : ¢ world that ordinar
r

t)nz; :f :)1;115 cl;;:s of argument are often followed, leaflinlfi'li:iil: ot peply. Two
oo t-g 1. ynaad is exceptional, and requires exce !t:io : much 'consistcncy

ptional, an'd the demands, which are proper enoucrhp onat expenditure. It is
troduced in this peculiar district. Mr. Ouchterlony T dds:;Where’

, indee

so far as to argue that North, South, and South- » pushes the peculiarity

say with regard to the Road Ce
. s Act, I do not thi i
bear him i : . ’ ot think his brotherpl
out in this. Desides, we must take into considera:)iol:x;vll)xl:tntzs moud
other culti-

vators would say. I am qui

. . . quite sure that Local Fund s 3 udier )

impartially expended, would subserve the general utilitr;:();]e)x x,ml(ch‘,‘dl:‘lfousl y and .
1n Wynaad as

elsewhero.

5- Th 1 1
at district roads would probably not do as much for the Ouchter]
erlony

valley estates as for som rs, 1 T
¢ others, I allow hes 1 at the ve
y . . icse estates are situated rery
corner of South-East Wynaad, and have the grand Government line froxilt}ll\l l
ysore

by the Karkur Ghaut t
o the coast at their fe i ‘
Ovtacamund above. their feet, with the Government line to

must not be in-

. ., . East Wy
in any district or cross-road not leading to its own coast I)inlzad ‘c‘::ln ftind o interest .
. atever thoy ma
y

.
Ct p |
. -~ ! ( )

'exp

. almost interchangcable with th

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
7tk April 1869. :

PO

I think few will agree with the argument, that because a congeries of estates has
ended Rupees 18 to 20,000, or, indeed, any other sum, for its own interests,it is
a grievous hardship that it should be called on to meet a general local cess. Itis
impossible to meet out to all exactly equivalent returns for their shares of any
public purdens ; but I do not see that the levy of the District Road Cess would
benefit some in an extraordinary degree, or mulet others unfairly. The inequali-
ties incidental to all taxation would be felt, but no more. " »

6. Iam unable to see how the objection, that the introduction of the Road
Coss Act in Wynaad would be 2 special tax on Coffee cultivation, can hold. If

the cess is levied at all, it would be levied on cultivation of every sort that paid

_assessment to Government.

7. With reference to Mr. Quchterlony’s last paragi"aph, 1 submit that the
great public (Imperial) expenditure that has been incurred on the great trunk
d, has been 8o incurred primarily and directly to promote Coffee

lines in Wynaa
interests, not, of course, on account of Coffee interests alone, but because the just.

and due promotion of Coffee interests is believed by Government, (in which belief
I humbly but most sincerely concur, ) to promote the more general public welfare.
So the term “public,” as applied to the main Government roads in Wynaad, becomes
e term * Coffee;” and Coffee estates, which are
close to these great public (Coffee) roads, have, it seems to me, no grounds to grum-
ble, if they are called on to bear 2 light cess which will go in part probably to assist

t and less fortunate, but equally taxed, neighbours in improv-

their more distan
ing their connection with the great Coffee roads provided by Government.

S————————

ResoLvip that the foregoing letters be submitted to Government, with refer-
ence to their Proceedings, dated and numbered, respectively, 29th September 1868,
No. 2,505, and 18th November 1868, No. 2,806, <

2. With their Proceedings, dated 17th August 1868, (embodied in the first
of the above-named Government Proceedings,) the Board submitted a letter from
f the Road Cess Act of 1866 to the Wynaad.

Government, when introducing the

Act* into Malabar, made an exception

in favor of Wynaad, in anticipation of the passing of an Act, to enable land-holders

themselves to levy a cess for the construction and repair of cross-roads. _

3. The Board obscrved, when submitting Mr. Ballard’s letter, that they
agreed with him in considering that no good reason existed why the land-holders -
of Wynaad should continue to be exempted from lacal taxation for purely local
ronds. They also remarked that the public expenditure on roads in and for
Wynaad was far in excess, both of the revenue of the talook and of grants made
to othér districts of like area, revenue, and population, and that the three principal
o main lines of road on the platcau were

the Collector urging the extension 0

‘» G. 0, 10th October 1866, No. 2,730

ghauts and th
expense of Government. * .
4. The Board, therefore, expressed their opir

Lion that the Road Cess Act
d be extended to the Wynaad District. -

shoul

to be constructed at the ~

&
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!
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
Tth April 1869,

-

O, Government, in their Proceed-

ings quoted*® above, stated their willing-
ness to reconsider the question, should it appear (after the lapse of some months)

* 20th September 1868.

that no action had been taken by those interested, under the provisions of the -

recently passed Wynaad Tolls Act (referred to by the Collector),

6. With reference to this the Collector stated, in his letter, dated 12th
October 1868,t that he did not consider
that the introduction of the Iload Cess :

t Embodied in Government Proceedings of 18th
November 1868, No. 2,806,

Act would in any way interfere with

Act,

7. It will be scen, from paragraph 3 of the enclosure to Mr. Ballard's letter,

dated 9th January 1869, that the *“ Planters’ Association™ do not anticipate that

the introduction of the Road Cess Act will interfere with the operation of the Tolls :

Act, simply because, in their opinion, the Aet must, in consequence of inhcerent
defects, remain as it las hitherto been inoperative.

where its provisions were at first approved of.

8. In Lis letter of the 30th J anuary the Collector®of Mal
opinion on the letter, on the same subject, from Mr. Ouchterlon
ohservations with the Gpvcrnmcnt Order, 21st January 1869, No. 187

9. The Board agree with the views expressed by Mr. Ball
that the mere circumstance of an estate being on the line of
affords no ground for excmpting the proprietor thereof from
local taxation. Lands lying along the Imperial roads elsewhe
exemption.

an Imperial road
re enjoy no such

10. In paragraph 6 of his lctter, Mr. Ouchterlony enumerates the various
advantages which may in the plains be generally reaped from a local road un(‘l
argucs that there is a speciality about Coffee which excludes it from der;vin'
benefit from these means. The Board, however, &

been added the advantago conferred by cross-ros

attendant on Coffec planting.

‘ 11. In conclusion, the Board have only to state that they sce no reason to |
_ alter the opinion previously expressed, that Wynaad should Le no longer exompted ’.
* from a tax to which the rest of the Presidency has been subjected to for two years.

No. 121. OzpEr THERLON, Tth April 1869, No. 927,

Miscellancous,

into Wynaad.

any action which land-holders might wish to take under the provisions of the Tolls -

They stato that no action has i
been as yet taken under the provisions of that Act, even in South-Fast Wynaad, .

abar gives his -
¥ forwarded for his

ard, and consider

bearing a share of |

think that to the list should Lave

: 1go con ‘ uly in multiplying the available |
. carriage, and thereby diminishing one of the principal difficultics and expenscs '

Tue Government are not pro- -
parcd at present to sanction the intro-
duction of the District Road Cess Act

G o WS AN AIOA T ¢ g W e e An i e e o e e o

Jras Government, Revenue Department,

7th April 1869,
o. 926, on the Board’s Proceedings of the
* ?

ding the introduction of the A.ct
s t to be expended in

——

Proceedings of the Ma

ate, No.
ted that, pen
provisions, are 1o

9. 1In their Order of this d

have intima
March 1869, they ] :
i6::hquestion, Local Funds, raised under its

oyt SR (True'Extract:‘) | IR -
- (Signed) B. A DALYELL, . -
f ‘ S Acting Secretary to Govern.f;gnt.
To the Board of Revenue. e
Lzd. F. R. Bantleman.
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