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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Revenue Department,
16¢th March 1869. ’

X Read the following :—
1 . No. 394. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 24th February 1869.
] .

) Read the following letter from J. R. ARBUTIINOTT, Esq., Officiating Collector of Madura, to
the Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Madura, 19th February 1869, No. 55:—

. Apveering to the official memorandum of the Under Secretary to Government in the Revenuo .
| . Department, No. 16, dated 11th instant, I have the honor to report that the season hLas been )
gencrally good throughout’the principal division, including tho large Zemindarics of Ramnad

and Shivagunga. The outturn frow dry lands is a fuir average yield, except in parts of the

Melur Talook, where the crops have suficred from want of timely rain. The yield from wet lands

S ~ has been generally good, and the harvest is not yet come to a close. In the sub-division the
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: season has becn lcas favorable, as tho Board will have secn from the reports of the Actiug Sub- - L
Collector, enclosed in my letter of the 17th instant, No. 52. Owing to the scarcity of rain in the :
sub-division, the wet crops have, in some cases, yivlded a poor return: in rain-fed localities the _
wet crops have been. good. :
. N 2. On the whole, I amglad to eay thattheseason has been favorable, and that I apprebendno
i scarcity. Grain is generally about twenty-five per cent. cheaper here than it was this time last year. '
3. I subjoin a statement of prices prevailing in January 18G9 in the cusbah towns of the
. , several talooks :—
Y . : —
! Name of the cusbak towns Grains. Paices v Fosizs.
: N of _°'°h talook. . 1276. 1277. 1278,
X !
, BS. A. P RS, A, P BS. 4. P.
' N Paddy ..oeeeeneenen. 284 6 5 269 8 1 219 3 ¢
. 4 . Clholum ............ 142 3 2 | ... vt 12 9
{ | Tirumangalam............ Cambu............... 180 9 7 269 8 1 142 3 2
. _ Raggy .cooovnvnnnanns 287 0 O 260 0 0 142 3 2
¢ - (| Varagu ............ L e [ R S
Co Paddy oo 271410 | 266 6 1 | 219 9 4
- | Cholum ............ 440 13 8 229 13 1 155 10 11
' Madura ..... eernessenes Cambu............... 184 6 3 229 13 1 178 12 ¢ :
Raggy ..cccvevnnnnnen 226 3 6 22913 1 137 14 2 .
L Y 4 T L S R PP :
. : . Paddy oo, 237 0 0 17712 0 | 12712 1 i {
. Cholum ............ 118 8 0 237 0 O 13110 8 ' N
b MelUr ooveeeeererneneens Cambu ....cccvennen 237 0 0 158 0 0 132 4 6 :
‘. ’ RaggY cerveerenness 237 0 0 237 0 0 133 5 0
Varsgu ....... vees| 141 13 3 158 0 0 79 0 0 -f
] : L
: Paddy .cooeennennnn. 320 14 10 251 2 4 17312 8 i
: Cholum ....v...c.. 410 13 ; 332 511 221 3 1 F
l a0l ..o eenreeene Cambu.ccceveennnen. 252 12 14 9 8 17312 8 : -
| i Periscolum ....... Raggy oooverer. "t 208 0 5 | 1831511 | 133 4 7 : 4
! Varsgu .oeceeeendd e b e L ; "
‘ Paddy ..cooverennnee 301 5 7| 261 8 4 | 18510 8 k
Cholum.......c...... 302 4 5 | 201111 |.22012 8 i
o di 4| Cambu evianiniinnnen 180 9 2 1 161 5 9 .
r Dindigul ..cooceoereneres R:-;gy e 235 12 4 221 15 7 174 5 6 .
Vmgu O cenecsene sestses 1 eeersens. I Ladeee [T l
’ Paddy cerveeennnnnnn 249 8 7 280 10 2 178 15 8
- ! Cholum «eveoneneee 360 6 9 284 6 5 246 0 6
: ‘ Cambl..ccvrnnnnen. 150 4 0 237 0 0 164 5 3 : .
; Pdn’ eovsssroaens? eseetsene R‘gg’ .............. 225 6 6 237 o o 177 13 o ’.l
: v.r.gﬂ tevessesessa]l  sesesness | eevesesss | seeees vee ! !
/ \ - -.
1




DProceedings of the Madras Gorvernment, Revenue Department, ‘
16th March 1869.

Tas Collector gives a favorable account of the eastern talooks and the Zcmindaries of
Ramuoad and Shivagunga. The condition of the western talooks on sub-division is not so gwd,
but oo present cause for anxicty exists. The prico of all food-grains bhas notably declined, ss
compared with last year.

No. 395. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 1st March 1869.

Read the following letter from J. R. ARBUTHNOTT, Esq., Officiating Collector of Madura, to the -

Actiug Secretary to the Board of Revenuc, dated 17th Feoruary 1869, No. 52:—

T Bave the honor to forward copies of three lctters, reccived from the Acting Sub-Collector, a$
£31h September 1868, No. 191, noted il.t the margin, reporting on the state of the
14th Jancary 1869, ,, 11, scason in the sub-division, and applying for the

wth Fobraary ., #v, grant of s remission on punjab holdings for the
current Fusly.

2. As Mr. Bliss has founded his reports upon personal inspection, as well as bearsay, I have
B0 besitation in supporting his rccommendations. ’

3. The only other dry land rem'mion-thtt scerns to be required in the district.will be a dis-
cretionary remission, not exceeding twenty per cent., in certain parts of the Meloor Talouk, where the

rain-fall has been very scanty.

4. Under these circumstances I have the bonor to request the sanction of the Board for grant-
ing the following remissions on dry lands in this district; — _

(1) Fiftcen per cent. for the Dindigul Talook.

(2.) Twenty per cent. for Paloey, with cxception of ning villages. - .
(3.) Sseventy-five per cent. for tho said nine villages.
(4.) Twenty per cent. for 8 portion of the Meloor Talook.

5. The financial results of these remissions will be 5 sacrifice of reve

nue, whi bl
estimated at & lac of Rapees for the whole district. e, which may be roughly

~ 6. This report has been submitted to the Board
beginning of Fcbruary a few showers of rain would b
ryots in those parts of the district where remissions

after the prescribed time; because up to the

ave materially improved the prospects of the
are most required.

——
.

Excrosuaz No. }. X

From H. W. BLISS, Esq., Acting Sub-Colleetor, to the Collector o f
Scptember 18G8, No 191.

I mxorxr to have to report, for your information, that the
sion are sufforing very severcly from want of rain.

the beginning of August, and 1 feol sure, from inquirics and Personal observation, that on an average

not more thaa halfa full erop of cholum, (the priacipal early dry grain,) can be expected. Evon
oow I hcar of crops being cut and sold for fodder to cloar the ground f’or sowing, as loon. as the
Dorth-east monsoon sets in. [f no rain should fall, or '
pext week, I anticipate very serious con
more than & quarter crop can be reaped
the ryots barely enabled to gave them
second crop,

dry crops throughout the sudb-disi-

Oequcpcen. It will scarcoly be poasible that in any place
; and in many cascs the first crop will be entircly lost, and
sclves from starvation by what thoy may make by grain asa

. -
.. -

. -

Madura, dated Dindigul, 28th .

There has been very little rain generally since ;

the rain should be but partial during the .

ey REFC IR A )
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s Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
) 16¢th March 1869.

—

2. 1bhave not beard of any distress beyond what is usual at all times, and bave no reason to
anticipate scarcity for the presont. Should any symptoms of distress show themeelves I will lose
no time in informing you.

(True Copy.) .
(Signed) J. R. ARBUTIINOTT,
. Officiating Collector.

Excroause No. 2.

From 1. W. BLISS, Esq., Acting Sub-Collector, to the Officiating Collector of Madura, dated Dindi-
gul, 18th January 1869, No. 11.

I moca regret that in a season, which has beea 60 genorally favorable throughout the district,
I should bave to request you to move the Board to grant me authority to make a considerable remis-
sion, at the Jummahbundy, of the assessment on dry lands in the Dindigul and Palncy Talooks. |
should bave reported on this subjoct before tho end of 18G8, but was in hopes that timely rains
would save the pulse-crops. Rain has come, it is true, but not early enough to do much good, and
1 am reluctantly obliged to ask the Board to sacrifice tlug'e portion of the revenue of my division.

2. The season in the sub-division bas becn peculiar.  In the month of May there was o
copious fall of raiu which induced a considerable incroaso of cu!tivation, and gave me the greatest
bopes that we should once more have 8 prosperous year; but since then, the rains bave not onl.y
been somewhat scanty, but partial aud aurcliablo in the cxtreme. 4: jou aro aware, dry culti-
vation is but precarious at the best of times. The d?hy of a v'vcc.:k.m the full of rain may not
always dostroy the crops, but will, to a certainty, considcrably d.muuuh t.ho. ou.tturn. This year we
have had many such delays, and the crops bave suffered pro;toru‘onately . fur instance, .l sco froma
my Office Registcrs that no rain, to speak of or useful for cultivation, fell in the consccutive number

of days given below fur the following moutho: — . _ . ‘

T Dars
Moutls. T T T
ot Dindigul. | Palaey
. . — _—
AN e e ISR I 13th & 7th
1868, Moy -ooooreeeees I o 23rd e |* Detailed ac-
o ume S l19th & 7th 318t | count mislaid;
v e et | 20th 29th | but total rain
o BRI e e '8th & 13th 218t | formonth only
e L LT 24rd 8th & 11th |1} inches.
AR eSS 25th 12th&15¢th
B e 000 DR P

een & very scrious loss of produce, extending, according to what I bave secn
Dindigul and more in Palney. Thore are, of course, exceptional villazes
and othicrs which have fared worse; but I am confident that I am not far

. . - id. At ooe time I feared things

" veraze, in putting the loss as high as | have sa ’8
wror;:;. b‘:n‘::s: b :thcy are, and » reported in my letter, No. 191, dated 28th September 1868.
;ouwe beginping of October however, we bad some heavy showers which saved a great exteut of
n ’

The conscqucnce bas b
and heard, to one-Lalf in
which have fared better,

then fast withering.
P ;b“}‘l':; tbics been an ordinary year, or had failure of crops been the rule rather than the excep-

tion throughout the country, I should have refrained from makiog this application; but it is not
lon throug Ar: it follows two years of scarcity almost smounting to famine, sod the pcople
an ordipary Yl:. ..t,oro to fall back on; aad, on the other band, the general character of the harvest
bas been lu:h that prices are very rapidly falliog, sod my ryots will oot be abie to secure good rates
for the scanty stock of grain they will bo able to bring to market, after resorving sutlicient for

their maiatenance and for seed for next season,

Lave no sur

== e&

e .
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Dcpartment, K
16¢h March 1869.

4. 1 cannot, of courae, until the scttlement is made, ascertain accurately the cffoct of the

measures [ bave now the honor to recommend; but & close approximation may be made as fol-
lows:—

Dindigul.  Palney.
. . as. RS.
The dry holdings at the commencement of the Fusly wero... 2,21,101 124,185
Deduct land given up o ...... rerrans vrerenns traeressennas 9,437 9,450
2,111,664 1,14,735
Add land taken up about... .......ovvvueveniinis e, 18,303 7,797
Add enclosed waste, oue-third charged to Sevoy jama laet '
Fusly, and whole to be cbarged thig Fusly......coceeenninn, 17,692 26,604

Total... 2,47.659 1,49,136

Of which cultivation up to end of December

.................. 1.90.622 93,757
Balance wasto......cooieenvieiiinniis _;7- 0&; 53,349

If thercfore, as I venture to recommend, fifteen per cent.
Palucy, on the whole amount of the dry boldings be remitee
in Diadigul Ra. 37,
the waste still rem

» in Dindigul and twenty per ceat. in
d, the reduction in the demand would be
149 and in Palacy Rs. 29,826, or & total of Rupees 66,975. Assuming that
emaining at the time of the Jammahbundy will be Rupees 1,00,000, the remission
1 now proposo will be less than three-quarters of the sum the people will hiave to pay Government
a8 tax on lands they bave not cultivated. Of course, this is not entirely t.he fault of the weather,
or I would projoss a larger reaission; for the fast is that, to some extent, the peoplo bhave them-
?elvn to bla.m ¢ for the large amount of waste that appears iu their hol.dinga They never, for
instance, resign their fallows, and many of them bold on to lands they do no.g use, just to .keep
other people out; and that this is not Supposition, or & rarc case, is proved by the lsrs.c smm I have
entered above ae asscesment on enclosed wasto. You will notice that this sum alone more than
Accounts for the balance of waste which will be left after deducting the above remissi I would
xlxot. wish tbo rcl;eu. the ryots of this charge; for, as a matter of principle, it should :el(::id uoh“
on ¥ H . d L]
- :; :i;:n.een ccided. I merely mention 'tbeca.se toexplain why 1 do not proposo a h.ighcr rate of

.5, ;Wo doubt Rupces 67,000 is & large suw, but a comparison with previous ill, I
truat, eatisfy the Board that it is not, under the circumstances, too much. In Ful lg;;" bmu;td
reaitsion on dry lands was Rupees 40,316, aud in Fusly 1276 Rupees 71,86L. In she foruer of

o those i i
« Banctionsd o Boa’ e 310 Jears, waste only was remitted; and in the
April 1807, ¢ Order. No. 2,124, dated 414 latter, besides waste, there was a remission of
ten per cent.® on the cultivation in Dindigul and
28 8 total romission of Ra. 1,01,618 on dry assess-
o) Sanctioned ia Board's Ordor, No. 915, datod Gid Fobrs. 2Pt of which nearly the whole was, at the rate
) of ‘thmy percent.t on the holding, waste, not
being remitted, except in one or two special cases,

which I v i its amount with any accuracy—a principle with
md.b-m:; ::;:ion-; h::'h ! Propose o make remission this year also. A reference to the Jum-
in Fusly 1277, and l;:po:a?st;;;h: ?dldcl';“d O ccount of dry land was Rupees 2,43,054

A ’ ’ . ,32 n Fus . ’ ’
will this ?'eu be a total demand, under tbil’bOl: 6.of Ill:l:c’c:;l o o2 abore ars correct, there
m.si?,'lb.') over Fusly 1277, and Rupees 74,498 over Fug]
remission. There will, 'herefou. be at .

6. I request that [ Way receive
commence,

five per cent. in Palacy. Ia Fusly 1277 there w

¥ 1276, after deduction of Rupces 67,000
all events no loes of revenuo.

A3 early anewer, as the preparation of puttabs will shortly
(Trae Copy.)

(Signed) J. R, ARBUTHNOTT,
Officiating Collector.

ll ,

129,819, sbowing an increase of Ru-
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
16th March 1869.

. Excroscez No. 3.

From II. W. BLISS, Esq., Acting Sub-Collector, to the Officiating Collector of Madura, dated
Dindigul, 9th February 18G9, No. 39.

Ix paragraph 2 of my lctter, No. 35, dated the 4th iustant, I exprcased an.opinion that pun-
jah remission, at a bigher rate than that I have
alrcady® proposed for the Palney Talvok, gene-
rally would be necded for the dry villages lying
between the Amravatti and Shanmuganadi rivers; but that I was not, at the time of writing, in a
position to muke definite proporals on the subject.

9, I had then personally inspccted the cultivation of four only out of the nine dry villages
comprised within the above limits, but bave since inspected four more. The ninth village, Kola-
migoudan, which lics near the centre of the tract of couutryin qucstion, bas been inspected by the
Tahsildar, frown whose rcport it appears that its state is no better than that of the villages I have

e Vide my Icttor, No 11, dated 18th Janoary 1569.

wmyself scen. .. S
3. The illness of a Curnum has unfortunatcly prevented my as yet obtaining statistical inform -

ation of the state of two villages, 8o that the figurcs given below relate only to seven; but this omission
is of little importance, since no ono village is, in my opinion, better or worse off than another, and the
general average result cannot be much different from that shown below for seven villages out of
nine; and as the time for Jummahbundy is so near, I think it better to write at once than to wait,
perbaps several days, for information which, when received, is not likely to be of importance, as
leading to o different conclusion from that already in my posscssion.

4. In the seven villages [ find tho dry® boldings at the prescnt time, aftcr allowing for lande
resigncd and taken up during the Fusly, are
Cawnics 12,120-2-2, asscased at Rs. 13,760-9-3.
Of this the cultivation is Cawnies 7,843-3-2,
sasessed ot Rupecs 9,770-11-7.

5. From the above total of cultivation, however, must be de(!uctod Cawniesa 316-5-1, assessed
at Rupecs 1,064-10-0, which, though classcd as punjah, is r.eully ia & far more fuonblo eltegor.y
being garden lands irrigated by raisiog water from tho rivers Sh‘anmug'anadx and A.mnnm,
which are never dry. I exclude those lands, because, from personal m-np‘ectlon. 1 am ntxfﬁed that
their crups have been, on the whole, good, and that they nced no remission. Making this dedue-
tion, thereforo, there remains, as cultivation dependent on the r:ms, Cawnies 7,526-14-1, asscssed

706-1-7.
* R‘;}.)“:Yi’w‘(:he w:stc included at present in the ryots' holdings is Cawnics 4,282-15-0, asscssed
at Rupees 3,989-13-8.  The putcut waste, thorefore, is in extcnt more th:u:: am? in.tsac;umcf:t
ncarly balf the cultiration. Add to this waste the further ‘‘ enclosed waste,’’ which is this year
tobe charged, sad which amouants to Cawanies 6,033, ansessed -tt Rupecs 6,{331-15-1(-), ond we have a
total of waste, for which the peoplo will have to pay t'mountmg w Cawnies 19.310-15-0, asscased
at Rupces 10,321-13-6, as cowpared with the cultivatioo shown in the preceding paugrap}f. tI‘he
total waste, therofore, is in extent 137 per cent., and in assessmeat 118 per cc.mt. of the f:uluvstlon.

7. - Many of my records are out at Palucy, from which place I have just come in for a few
days, and [ am, therefore, unable to say what proportion the extent of the waste bears I.o the extont
of th'e cultivation of the rest of the Plancy Talook ; butl hav'e cflculoted the proportion as far a
ssessment, and find that whilo the total dry cultivation of the rest of the talook is
00,000, the total waste (calculated us alovo by the addition of **enclosed waste™) is
c I uoed say na more to show bow very much worse off these particalar villages

® Wet holdings only Cawnics 9:3-0, assusard ai R». $2-4-3.

regards 8
Rupees 1,
Rupecs 30,000.

the rest of the talook. o .
e t:m Beforo, however, going on to make any proporals for remissions, [ think I should place

Lefore you my opinion as to the outturn that the ryots have obtained, or are likely to obtain from

: ivated lands. Lo .
thmrgcumA‘:l said before, I have inspected personally the cultivation of eight villages out of the

The crops now on the ground are gram, cotton, and cholum io dry lands, and
. B

-
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cholum, tooscco, and  few chillics in gardens. The dry-land crops are the only ones of the year
of the lands on, which they are growing, and the garden crops are second crops, t.be first having,

_ ss a rule, been raggy. The-dry land crope are all fast withering. The gram bas, in msany places,
* entirely failed to come up at all, it being evident, from the appearance of the ground, that not »
_ Grop of rain bas fallen since it wes ploughed in November and December. In other, and the
maoyority of places, the plan’s have come up, but are in such a state that 1 do not belicve the out-

T turn will be a3 much as the quantity of secds sown. Certainly not enough to psy the total
: expenses of cultivation, which will only be tho case in & very few favored localities. The rotton
' and cholum crops are in & alightly better state; but in very few cascs are they now balf the beight
© they should be at this season. They are all stunted, and cannot possibly yield more than 8 q\famf
crop, and perhaps not that.” From every thing I can hear, and I bave lost no opportunity of
making inquiries, the condition of the unirrigated crops already cut was not much, if at all, better.

I do not beliove that more thao a quarter of a full crop was, on an average, realisod. The garden
oultivation is, of courso, in & better state, and the crops now on tho ground aro moreover sccond
 J snes; but in very few cascs is there now more than two fect of water in the wells (generally less,)

snd the people have alrcady, in many instances, abandoned tho attempt to bring to maturity the .

. whole of the standing crops, and are endeavouring, by the sacrifice of a portion, to save the remain-
der, by devoting to it thé whole of the available water. I remarked, also, that it wasseldom that*

- the whole ayacut of 8 well was now under cultivation. It is impossible, of course, for me to say

" positively what sort of & barvest was obtained from the first crops under the wells, for I did not

e e it =

1

also was but poor. Indced, the present state of the wells shows that they cannot possibly have bad
s good supply of water at any time during the scason, and it is clear that good crops cannot be got
with but little water in unusunally decp wells. On the whole, I am of opinion that, on the most
favorable eslimate, the dry crops have not exceeded & quarter of a full crop, and that the wet
crops will ot amount, on the whole, to more than one full ¢rop, instcad of two or three as usual.
10. Under these circumstances, and considering the very cvident depression of the people,
' v!:o bave had no gleam of prosperity for many yeary, I feel it my duty to recommend the grant of
» remissions on an unusually liberal scale. My propoeal is as follows:— :
' 11. By the old custom of the talook remission has, until very recently, been allowed on all
putcut waste land in all seasons, good or bad, and the ryots have further not Leen required to pay
for ** enclosed waste.” If the same rule prevailed now, the remission under these two heads would,
as shown above in paragraph 6, amount for this ycar to Rupecs 10,322, or fifty-four per cent. of the
. totaldemand. Iconsider, however, that it can rarcly be advisable to remit the assessment oo waste
as such: first, because it is well nigh impossible to ascertain accurately its extent, with regard to
'yhich we are at tne mercy of the Curnums; and, secondly, because such remission favors the lazy,
T oat tlfe expense of the enterprising cultivator. - 1 would rather, therefore, charge the waste, and then
remit on the bolding; and I would propose that this year the punjah remission in the nine villages

in question should be given in this manncr, and

em s mmm—-
- = —————
e r—

Thalsiooth,

Me, tel. [
| l;‘:dbpu;:r. loﬁ:‘::m, at the rate of seventy-five per cent. This, if
[ Y . N . . .
v N-ddu':dknpum. 2;:;’:‘;”“‘“ granted, will be liberal no doubt but pot more,
Rejamputti. ’

o X . I ventare tothink, than isnecessary. Indeed, I

believe that if itis not granted, the people will
away. It may be thought that their saying so was 8
addressed before, even in the bard days of 1866, and I
they say. Should this proposal be approved of, you
loss of revenue will be Rupecs 14,271, or 10,465 moro than at the twenty per

cent, nut I have proposed for the talook generally, and Rupees 3,94 wore thau would bave bcen
the case in any season only a fow years ago.

. 12. I should further mention that in the
which case the demand for tho Fusly would Ly
l. bave taken on myself the responsibility of di
turther orders. -

e e ee o . . c
| * ’ ¢

| do as they openly told me they would—run
| mere figure of specch: but I was never 8o

cannot help thinking that they mecan wlat
o will rotice that the

bope of sanctiou being sccorded to my propusals, in
t little exceed the collections up to the preseut date,
recting the suspension of collections of revenue unti!

PR S

.

.
-

" myself sec them ; Lut I see no reason to disbelieve the universal assertion of the people that that .

———
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13. 1 am addressing you scparately on the necessity of making early arrangoments for the
employment of the people on public works, in case the failure of the harvest should cause any
further such general distrcss as to make itdificult for tho people to maintain themselves.

_ 14. Ia conclusion, Sir, I must exprcss my deep regret at the late date at which I am bringing
the stato of this part of the country to your potice. Had I known. of it before, I should, of course,
haro reported it then; but I did not know l.t, because, wb.lle other duties de?&ined me at 8 distance, I
received not one single word of information on the subjcct from .the Tabsildar, except in the general
form of statements in the monthly returns as to the want of rain and short ?utturn throughout the
alook. T bad, therefore, no ides that my presence was peculiarly necessary in the western villages.

.' It is not impossible, bowever, that Mr. Burby himeelf was ignorant of their state, for, from July to

January, he never went near them, and in the latter month for two days only, and to only two villages;
and even thea he sent me 10 report, and l.cn me in ignorance until informed by the peoplo them-

arrival at Paloey.
selves on my (True Copy.)

(Signed) J. R. ARBUTHINOTT,
Officiating Collector.

\Virr this letter the Acting Collector of Madura forwards copie.l .ol" three letters from his
Acting Sub-Collector, Mr. Bliss, regarding the condition of" the sub-division, .

2. In his first letter, datrd so far back as the 28th September Jast, Mr. Blu.n reported that
the dry crops throughnut the division were suffering very .cv.erely from vun.t of rain; that p.enoml
obscrvation and inquiries satisfied bim that cholum, (the.chlefeu'ly ary gnxfx,) would oot yield on
an average more than half s full crop; that already l!lndll‘lg erops were being cut and eold for
fodder, with & view toclear the ground for seed on the opening of the north-cast monsoon ; aod that
if suficicnt rain did not fall within the ensuing week, the harvest could bardly ex.ceed & quarter

op anywhere, while, in many cases, total loss would ensue, and the ryola. would be barely able to
::':: themselves from atarvation by their profits from a second crop of grain.

3. In the beginning of October some heavy showers fell, u.:d saved s great extent of crop
then fast withering. Thus Mr. Bliss's apprehiensions wero bappily not rcn.h'ud; but 'th‘o Collectctr
was pot justified in withbolding fror the Board and Government the critical condition of this
porui °§ w:i.d :cuo::l letter, dated 18th Jaguary last, Mr. Bliss reported that, though the north-
east :ons:on had been so generally favorable thr?ugbout the di.ltr:ict, tho. Dindigul ‘and .Palncy
Talooks formed an unfortunate exception. A coptous fall of rain .m May u.:duced 8 largo increasa
of cultivation, but the subsequent falls were scanty, and at consldenltle m.tcr.vals. Tho consc-

potwithetanding the showers in October, was & loss of produce in Dindigul to the extent
Oy cent., and in Paloey of even more. Mr. Dliss sought permission to grant a remission
> f ﬁ!'."’(i'pﬂ'l of ﬁaeen and in Paloey of twenty per cent., on the total asscssment of tho dry land hold-
- D ll)guh he calculated would involve a loss of revenue to the amount of about 67,000 Rupees.
lngl.; l;n bis third letter, doted Oth February, Mr. Bliss reports on nine villages in the DIaloey
Talool; which have especially suffered. Ia eight of these Mr. Bliss Las pen?nslly examioed the
cultiva.tion. and his rcport is most serious. The crops on the groun.d aro, in dry land, gram,
cotton, and cholum, aud are the only crops of the year. The graw in msny places has entirely

‘failed to germinate; in others, the yield will pot exceed tho quantity sown, and certainly not suf-

fice to pay the expenses of caltivation. The choluw and .comfn are in s alightly better condition,
but stunted and not likely to yicld more than a quarter crop, if go much. ~ The crops thea off tho

4 bod been Little, if atall, better. lnthe garden, one crop, raggy 82 8 rule, had beca barvented,
B e vi 14 r. On the whole, Mr. Dliss believes that on theeo lands ooly one full crop,
.but the yic :::::e.u usual would be obtained, and from the failuro of the wells, the cultivated
instead of “o'dcnbly . tbtu; useal. Tne ninth village Mr. Bliss has not visited, but he has no
::::o:::) i:t;:;v. that ita stata is any bettor thau that of the others. ~In reepect to these nine vil-
lages Mr. Dliss recommends o romission of seventy-Give per cont. of the asscssment of the entire

b

JEV S NP VU ——t— . - -
LY

-

.

Ce

e,

/

(4.'\-.'

]

—-—

=3 -

. -
ITLRERY N
- N 3 .
.

Lo .".‘_1. ..’ .o ..... .‘Tvvr—hry‘,.‘ " 3 . ‘ . & 'l - ..‘.-.'-.~ -
* .. ° . A . . . _ . -
" . . A Ny 2N E

<

:



2 T

b,

o+ egw

Seetp

Procecdings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
16th March 186Y. = I

boldings. Mr. Bliss belicves that if thia is not granted, tho peoplo will absadon the villages.
Meanwhile, he bas stopped the collections. The proposed remissions will amount to Rupecs 14,271.

6. There can be no room for doubt, in the Board's opinion, that liberal and immedfatc fiscal
relief is absolutely nccessarvin this partof the district. Not only has the seasonbeen disastrous,

" but, in Mr. Bliss's worde, ** it follows two veare of scarcity almost amouuting to fawiue, and the peo-

Dle Lave no surplus store to full buck on;”* and further, uwing to the fuvorable claracter of the ;
scason in other piarts of the district, prices are falling, and the fortunate few who Lave surplus
grain cannot expect to be reimmbursed for deficient yicld by bigh prices.

7. The Board are decidedly of opinion that tho whole of tho punjah waste should be rcmm.e&
Such a scason asthat describied is clearly not one in which to euforce rigidly the rule of charging
for dry waste. The result of so enforcing it would be, that practically the peoplo would get no
remission at all for actual loss of crop. The total rewnisgion proposed by Mr. Bliss is uuder Rupecs
68,000, while the assessmont of the abiolutcly waste land is 1,10,000 Rupees. So that practically
the people will not only have to pay full assessment on lauds which Lave yielded from one-fourtP to
one-half afull crop, but also Rupecs 42,000 more for land which has absolutely yiclded nothiny.
The revenue thus relinquislied this year is not rcally a rccognised asset. It is, in fact, o
penalty imposed to doter ryots from retaining lands which they have not the meaus of cultivating and
therely preveuting others from taking them up to the prejudice of Government; but it is obvious
that in such a scason the lauds, even if relinquished, would, for the moet part, have remaincd waste.
Certainly a ycarlike the prescut is not one in which to carry out s principle by penaltiesto the
further impoverishment of the people. The Boarddo .ot undorstand the impossibility alleged by

Mr. Bliss of ascertaining the real extent of waste.
8. On the cultivated dry land, the Board resolve to direct fifty per ccnt. remission generally,

and scventy-five per cent. in the nine villages specially ricntioned, The loss of crop universally
Lias certainly not been Ices than one-hali, and the ryot has to )

of this diminished yicld, while simultancously priccs are falling,
9. Iua the wet land, where one crop instcad of two and tarce bas been obtained, the Board
are of opinion that remission for land which has been left wasto is sufficient. Where, Lowever,
less thaa one crop in the year has becn obtajned the remission showd be proportioncd to the loss.
10. These mcasures will entail & loss of, in rouad numbers, Rupees 1,80,000 of bons fide
revenue, exclusive of the waste remission. The Board are satisficd thal a smaller mecasure of

relief will not suffice to prevent the ryots sinking into absolute pauperism. Lvea with thia rewis-
sion it must be some ycars before they can retrieve the |

drought. The Board are confident that liberality to
. finagcially advantagcous to the State, and is dictated
. these remissions, Mr. Bliss will, of course, be guided
. Lundy as to particular holdings and localitics.

- J1. The promiscd report on tho
employment, if this measure should pr

'l cxpenses of cultivation out

P

osses caused by three successive seasons of
the ryots, in their prescut distress, will be
tlike by policy and humanity. In granting
by the information acquired at the Jummab-

srrangements, which will bo necessary to afford the pcotf“
: ove requisite, should be submitted without delay. Special
* grants of funds will be necded for the purpose, as tho Road Fund is deeply involved alrcads.

The provision of special superinteudence, tools, ete., if required in this contingency, will pot b.
overlooked by the Acting Sub-Collector.. Supplies of medicines for the epidcwica, which occur 10
. #easons of distress, should be |

Reiry 8id in, in time, and generally all precautious taken with wise fore=
sight. : .
'. 12.  The Tabsildar
and his explanation thouyl

..

should be required to explain Lis remissness in a casc of such exigency
d be laid before the Board.

. 13. The B?ud Fequet further details regarding the Meloor Talook; meanwhile they aatho-
rise the Collector to make discretionary remissions of dry agsessmcnt in that tgluok, in parts of

- woich he reports o scanty rain-full, such as to necemitato jt. The Collector will report on e
Prodable amount of thig remission. '

4. 1 should state
been made, and suspend

also to what extent, both here and in tho sub-division, collections h.lvo
furthor collection till tho demand bas beco adjusted at the Jawnmakbus’s:

- .
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Recenue Department,
e . 16th March 1869,

. rd ’

13. Tho Board must rcmark that there bas boen reprehensible delay in bringing the condi-
tion of the Mcloor Talook ‘and of the sub-division to the knowledge of the Board and Government,.
Had this couvae been adopted sooner the Acting Collector and his Sub-Collector would ere this
have learncd to what extent reliof might be afforded, and might have acted promptly and decidedly,
while if the apprehended necessity had passed ~* tho sanctioned measures might have besn lefy

in abeyance. - t= .
16. The Board are aware that Mr. J.. B. A:_athnott only joined the district in Janua.,
Jast. v 4 | { !“ -
g S L
No. 396. ' Ozprs razrxoy, 16th March 1869, No, 707. o
— ' The Right Honorable ‘the Governor ia
Misccllaneous. Council gonfirms the Orders of the Board of Re-

; venue, but is of opinion that the Board would

perbaps bave actcd more prodently if in the first instance, they had restricted themsolves to

granting such remissions of Roveaue, as the District Officers, after careful Jocal enquiry, recom.- .

'“M ) N .. .

) ) (rm Exh‘ld) .-

K (Signed) R. A. DALYELL °
Acling Secretary to Governmend,

° ] i

P b 'ol’
To the Board of Revenue.
Exd G, A. Tartos.
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