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‘; No. 335. Read the following Proceedings of the Buard of Revenue, dated Oth . -5_';‘|
b March 1869. g { I
! ;
k| Read the following letter from the Collector of South Arcot, to the Acting Secre- 1]

tary to the Board of Revenue, Mudras, dated Chingleput, 13th February
1869, No. 43.

1. Ihavenot yct made any report to the Board ou the prospects of the present

scason, but it will be known to them that I only rejoined tho District in December
ted with the character of the scason to

-—r e A o AP A Z0 .

last, and I wus pot then sufficiently acquain

bo able, even approximately, to estimato what it was likely to turn out. Immedi-

found that the auticipated harvest was, on the whole, auy-

‘ ately, on rejoining, 1
. . 3 - th'mg‘ but favorable, and I called for reports from all parte of the District from those -
' ' T : 4 . ; © Officers who had been on the spot, and had watched tho progrees of theseason. :

ainly that tho present ycs.u' was likely to prove

.
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‘.. These reports varied, butall told pl
v a5 unfavorablo s its predecessor ; still of late years the scasons have been so very .
- variable, and upusual in their character, that I was sanguino wo might have late |
o J K rains in January, which, in a great measure, would mako up for deficiency in the -4 'i
. | - early mons00n, and I was unwilling to be premature inmny conolut;ions as to results 3 )
< . until T had mysclf seen 8 little, and had gathered more certain data than was before , ‘ ‘
) . "‘. e when I rejoined. . ‘ | b
- T ' 9. I was also strengthened in this postponcment of wmy deffnite report by ; (Q {
; reason of all I had glcaucd and had witnessed both in Coimbatore and Salem, .”
' p through which Districts 1 passed on iny Way down to this. I found in those Dis- ; .
. : ‘ tricts that the ecason Lad been, on the whole, singulmly propitious, and in Ulen- ) '}
- T o . 1 ! gherry, the Talook immediaicly adjoining Tr.innma“a)t in South Arcot, the Tahsil- IE
3 A : E . ) dur and others told me there would be no occuasion for a single Anna remission, either -,‘
' S | ) ' - . - on Punjah or Nunjuh holdings. Thus, I could not for somne time realize the belief v f:
o P that all the rumours which had reacl}ed mo through private sources of tho state of L
. - ; my oW District could be as represcnted, and I awaited, thercfore, further reports, §
) and also uotil I had made some personal inspection of the neighbourhood where I f
| I : was first cncamped ; and I rogret to state that with isolated exceptions, that inepection
. . . . 1. E and the subscquent reports I have received fully bear out my earlier intelligence,
{ and I fear that the prescnt geason 18 likely to prove moro unfavorablo }han the last, . A
. ; { and in somo respects by reason, of a prolonged absence of rain, it threatens t> be .
. S ‘ even somewhat disastrous in somne parts a3 far as human foresight can predicate. ' f
‘ A .. , o 1 b
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. Proceedirgs of the Madras Government, Recenue Department,
' - 13th March 1869.

-

3. In last year, the 1 ins i ¢
great relicf, and year, the late heavy rains in the end of January proved a very

rally from oo llr:ld.eed it may be said that this rain really suved the district genc-
and v ua 1:;tro&s, which must have followed the scarcity of water in wells
N 2rvoirs l.n(cn cd for the supply of people and cattle, but while in this season

te same period we have had no such propitious down-pour, the fall of rain

tl'llr?uglnout the year has been mary inches below that of the previous twelve mouth
which, as the Board know, was unusually scaut,

w]w!:. ri‘ilc'l:ci:i;'r:tl;z‘clalitie: in] cach Talvok mnore favored than others,and, of course,
ot gati e'xxs 3, loss of.cr.ops .and want of water are less felt than clse-
B , utlmay observe that river irrigation, properly so called, exists only in the
Cu ddalore, (';“ ddelum river, Chellumbram. Cole. Tulooks named in the margin, and thero
roon, Trikalore, Pooneaur, ' only in certain parts, so that but a com-
paratively small area cnjoys such influ-

omprchend the heavy and very gencral

ence ; and thus tho Board w;ll readily ¢

in & disiriet

5. I euclose, for the Board's information, copy of my instructions®

* Dated 1Gth January 1869, No. 47, Divisional Officers, on the

| . settlement whic
a.ud I vcquest their authoriiy, which I have anticip e
sious on Punjah holding, which wer i

e
thoss s g, granted int

¢ to tho
subject of the

Lus just commenced,
ated for the same scale of remis-

f things, .nnd 88 I was of opinion that in the past
cen sufficiently alive to the sound policy and
Wrote to hirm expresec ot i power of remissions open to him, I particularly

rous petitions from Mr. Hathaw

hat ot to do the Jamalbund i
‘ Y, 88 they are hopcless of hi
gnx;fk:he ?'ota the rcd.ress they need, but I trust, nft(;r what I have z'crittcn am:
“Y - r:c ions, th.ey will have ho causo for discontent, and, in this belief, I ,have
yettakep Do notico of the various representations made to n, but I cnnx,:ot hel
thinkiug that in the Virdach , o

ellum Talook especially, t! i i
Y, there will be more th di-
nary pressure f.rox.n‘ &ll I can learn, though I do not <;f course mcan to say t;:to:bis

7. I have reccived nume

that some other Officer be se ay's division, praying
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o Proceedings of the Madras Gooernment, Revenue Depariment,
' 13th March 1869.

is in any way consequent on the want of sufficient indulgence to those who were

suffcrers in the last year.

8. There has been no rain since late in November, and then only partial
1 ’ tv. and this fuct is gufficicnt to demonstrate what the character of
and scanty, - the season must be, and with rare ex-

Vatavanvos, Praaisn Beuz, Burses 36,484, ceptions there wint not & tan.k at the
Temabbuody | met Boris at end o.f the. year just clo.scd, wn&h water
Faslies Baris ontbe | iudement.| sufficient in it to continue 1rmigation.
e The want of rain has been mostly felt
' s e i 1e29; 2 8| 88 regards wet cultivation in the Villa-
e o oo o ::96:91: 6 ¢ 18881 o puram Talook, noar]y. the whole of the
e oo L 17'.3: I 1 9 tanksin which are rmn-fcd., and whero
wy ooz ‘1{::';: v 17,650 S 3 riveror channel f(:~cders exist, thcyf :-re
s T T . :z:olp 8 ¢ 1::.‘-:; 1 31 for the most purtin a ,sad state of dis-
LT e :?::ﬁ 21! 795818 3| repair, so that they are practically
I e T o ‘ : —1 uscless. I will werely instance two,
| Pacus, Pruates Duais, Buress 18,600 that of Valavanur and of Pukum. The
— :m fixed beriz of cnf:lx with the Jamah-
Faslics Berit o . |te sauleest-|  bundy of each during the last ten ycars
— -——=""| 1give in thc margn, l}l\d since I have
s o 3| 18,108 ‘% o] not been backward in pressing t})o
e I }::713; H i " urgency of tl.norough and early repoirs
Lo ::::: s Iais 10 31 (o the irrigation sources of those vil
oo }:3:7. 0 9 ‘ 1000 3 3| lages, I must leave to .otber 1Deptu'ti
A e ::m 4 l{l 18 18 %] nents to account for their neg cc:.
156 o e T u',s'oo ] eJ 604613 6| .. close cOpY of my lust letter® to
A Colonel Foord on this subject, written

+ Datod b Juse 1863, No. 109. in lust ycar, and I have always con-

| i *oxnended in doing what is required
tended thot 2¥CH ue 1ﬂ°v°fi r::fx’cu:"mv:::ekz:at as the Allungul channel, it would
. u\\!:‘hen the ub<;ve channel and that leading todthc {’alum;

i i ley stand in need of to rendcr themo

tank have £0 aftcntl;" ::: :r’;l:;:l ;;ux::nglsyon the northern l.mnk of the .Pooneaur

e tlle'I‘mt:xmellore apicut are completed, tho condftxon of the anlnp\.u-a;n
neer abovie e ret ially altercd, and where the country is now comparatively
Tulook w:ln b::enazrrev:;ds cultivation, it will become flourishing and prosperous.
barrenand 8 W (4

whero tanks 4re river-fed, or where there

9. On th? Yl‘iliz,nwﬂv: :‘rl\e::lc?:xtt-turn in the District. of wct.crops w.ill not

exists channc? l(‘":lon l’)ol iof. and in many parts not one-third, while the yield of

excee ono—‘!lﬂl mb 'l‘:))\,v that ;;roport-ion, and much lund has been left \.wnste, or the
“ti::lyhdicd froin want of scasonable and sufficiency of rain.

prove very remunerative.

any usc,

dry crops wi
have en . s
cr?l”w I give anroximatoly in the margin the cstimated oui-turn of wet and

istric d when we rcmember that this
svation 1 L talook of the district, an .
flry culuvs:on.c:: ;}::uccession, where these losscs bave arisen, the effect :mt;.‘h‘:
is ﬂ;t?eco:f th)e poopl° peods little comment. I am, howerer, able to state tha
condition

I .
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there has been very little rise as yet in prices, and I attribute this to the compara-
tively small exports of grain of all kinds in this us compared with last year, owing
happily to the cxcellent harvestin the ncighbouring districts and in Mysore, all
of which drew larzzely on South Arcot in Fusly 1277, and this absence of demand for
grain in the present vear for foreizn markets will no doult go far to alleviate the
pressure of local scarcity, whilo it is my conviction that there is ubundance of
grain i sture in all our lurgo towns, and for which, a4 tho export demand is not
likely to be large, us above explained, the prices, Lam sanguine, will be kept down
within reasonable limits, and I am not appreliensive that they will attain what is
usually understood by famine rates, so that except iu certain localities where other
means of subsistence are not available to the people, I do not mysclf think that
any extraordinary measures of relicf will be called for.

11. Tt was, while writing this

* Dated Ist February 1869, No. 29.
*

Paragzraph 2. ** Whilo on the subject I take

- the opportunity of adding that I expect, in a

few wecks, symptams of distress may begin to

report, that I received o letter® from my
Sub-Collector, iu regard to the state of

parts of tho Virdachellum Tulook, and

_ mauifest themnselves,and that itwonld he advisable  of which I annex an cxtract, but I do
" for tnmediate expenditure, if that be the ¢aso;

since the whole value of Faniine Relief is dea- not augur m‘}'”ll"g Very ferious from

© troyed, ifit be withheld till mouths afterwands,  what Mr. Hathaway Lrings to notive,and

. cannot recomme-nd the dizeing of wells just vet,

when the famine bas passed over. 1 think i,

. . . . R et
 therefore, necessary to give timely warning. in doubtless a little timely expenaiture,

order that sanction may be given Leforchand far  When really called for, will fully mect all
the funds at once to he made use of immediately

Vhey are required. Teports aro alrealy begia. requircments. I have written to the

ning to come in of  tatal absence of water in  Sub-Collector authorizing the employ-
snme parts, and general lose of eattle in conse- : Terery . nd
quence, and migration of the Villagers chicly ment of labor on digzing wells a

along the Trikalore Talook side. but though I sccuring water wherever practicuble in
L . N . in

until I know where the distress is worst, aud anticipation ?f epecific - sanction, .

where the relief is most needed, it would he order to prowdc any who may Le

:::&;.}ﬂ: {;rmaeg{aﬁt:;‘;‘,::j}‘l‘;zo?f’r&;'::;‘;:;? be gctual distress with th.c means of .sub-

* sistence ; but beyond this partial relief I
am rcluctant to antjcipate the necessity of any extraordinary measures, such as wer.o
called for in the year before last, and with my knowledge of the resources of this
District, and of its fairly diffused  wealth in many parts of it, with the fact that
grain in store is plentiful, however those intercested would wish to maka it appear
otherwise, I am not of opinion that, as regarda food, there will be any difficulty,
though, if we are not favored with rain bofore very long, partinl suffering ound
distress among people and cattle on thia account may un'doubtcdly be looked for,

* when aid from the Public Treasury may becomne a nccessity.

12. Itis no uncommon thing for wholo villages to emigrato elsewlere in a

~ scasun of drought to more highly favored spots in the vicinity of rivers and spring
tanks, but this is only teinporary, and they return after the cause for their nigra-

tion ccases, and it is not good policy, in my experience, to show too great a readi-
ness to relieve the people from depondeuce on their own efforts and resourtes,
however right and necessary it may bo to supplement and lhelp those efforts; snd
therefore, I ain not disposed at this early périod to rccommend any £pecial measures,

_but all I purposo doing, is to watch events and to mneet them a3 circumstancee

resa e Jh) J-am e
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Proceedings of the Madras Gocternment, Revenue Dcpartment,
' 13th March 18G9.

may suggest, ond I solicit fromm Government this fnuch authority, in order that I
may be prepared on representation from my A:snf&tnnts or othcr.Oﬂiccrs to make
timely advunces from the Public Tieanury, reporting the rame in cach mstam.:o
for the information of the Board and Govctmncnt, and sx.xlnmthn;,,t ?f course, in
due course, detuiled accounts of ull expenditure of tlno.kmd. Thls.ls all I now
geck or think needful ; but should any distress of a pressing or extensive character
threaten or shew itself, I will iinmediately report ; meanwhile, the Board and Gov-
ernmcent may rest confident that I shall be fu.“y pfcparcd tw act and to do all
that is required to avert and alleviato any pressing distress, but I am thankful to

say that at the present time 1 see no substantial cause for anticipating any thing ~

of the kind.

13. I am about to write separately on the state of tho Chokkady Jaghire vil-

i i ! d I am now engaged on collecting

orally in tho Trinamallay T alook, an . aap ‘ :

l?fae:c‘«;-ir;sarv data iu reference to the Doerd's Proceedinza of the 10th November

1868 \'o 7.940; mecanwhile, I may observe that the present season appeara to Liave
g &YV T

been much the same a8 the lust, but the people of theso villages, in my belief, are

irnoly in othier parts of the xame talook.
in many respects better off thun their neighbours in other | ¢

In this lotter the Collector of South Arcot reports that it will bo ncees=ary again

this year to grau
been still more unfavorable than lust ycar. o |

2. Tho report, though extending to a great !ength, 18 sl.ngulm‘ly dt:ﬁc,.em
. " .0 aud clear information. As regardsa consldembl.e portion of the [.)lﬁtl’}cf,
" P“"C“d ' oninion, must of nccessity, be based on the inspections of his Divie
3.11'- oo oplbut l;e Las not even forwarded the reports of these Ohcers. The
sone Oﬂ:lcer:, nd that tho Acting Sub-Collector has already finished the settleinent
Doar? \:“ dml :llum Talook and as thisis the Talpok of the Sub-Division which has
e “‘;:. means of i;riwntion, the iuformation and statistics acquired during
3‘0 lc?:ltc:f:nt“:vould have bc:n especially valuable. Tho Statement of catimated

10 8C

tturn, promised in paragraph 10 of Mr. Readu's letter, has also not been furnish-
outturn,

3 t. : o . .
e There can bo no doubt that the scttlement must be conducted with liberality,
3. e Las cortainly been adverse, and is the sccond unfavorable vear that
l:r - ﬁ::e Lad to contend with, but the manner in which Mr. Reade has dealt
the ryots

ith the subject prevents tho Board from forming a satisfactory opinion on the
wl 18 :

qucution.

As regards both Nunjah and Punjuh lund, the Board think it will be suffi-
4, Asrcg | ission onl y on lands, where the yicld lias been below one-half of
cient to gront re Tt may very. fuirly bo presumed that, whero aryot has sccured
- ordmﬂf)'h‘.’wcl;;p he is in & position, as u rule, to pay the asscesincnt at current
°“.°'h"" of " Wh’cro tlie loss exceeds 80 per cent., or in other words, where the
pricee: . Gfth of tho usual outturn, it may similurly be held that re-payment
yield is be" Onc&; will lcave no fund, whenco the land tax can be paid. Whero
of sced, ln:::; ) :r;;m 50 to 80 per cent. remission should be granted (proportioned

the lossr ) not excecding 50 per cent. of the assessment in any casc,

according to loss

e e m e e

L eutmy, s . w® S e

t liberal remissions on Punjal, as well as Nunjub, the scason having'

LI
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13th Ma:ch 1869.

3. Wasto and shavy, both in Nunjul and Punjab, should also be remitted in
full; thix being the sceomd vear of drought. ' :

6. Rewmission to the above extent, curcfully npport{oncd after close enquiry,
~will probably be suflicient. If more be needed, the Collector must furnish i'ullcl‘:
“details than he has yet dono.  The remissions lust Fusly azeregated Ra. 5,5°7,158,

and while quite concurring with the Collector that liberality is necessary this year
also, the Board would inipress strongly on him the neceesity of careful crquiry
during the settlement, It ia only by personal enquiry and iuspection that thoe
interests of the State can he properly protected. It would, in the opinion of the
" Board, be well if Government could place the serviees of a couple of extra Awistants
st the Collector’s disposal for the next three or four months.

7. . The remissiony proposed aro less liberal than those recently grauted in
tha Madura Lirtrict, but in the latter, the present is the third seuson of adversity,
and prices ave falling, wheress, in South Arcot, Fusly 1276 was a good year. In
puragraph 7 of lis letter, Mr. Reade expresses his opinion that the Acting Sub-
Collector Mr. Ilathaway is not sufficiently alive to the importance of granting
libernl relicl to the ryots in his division, and that the remissions given by bim last
Fusly in tho Viedachollum Talook were insufficient. The remissious allowed
last Fualy by Mr. Hathaway were certuinly lower than those granted in the prin-
cipal division, but when they eame under the Board's notice, in consequence of
Mr. Reade having ordered further reductions long after the settlement, and, indecd,
after the close of the Fusly, the Bourd saw no reason to modifly thein, as they
appeared to have been granted after careful personul enquiries.  Mr. Reade scems
to attach undue importance to uniformity, and to be disposed to withliold discre-
tionary power from his subordinates. It is his provinee, as Collector, to regulate tho
procedure of his Sub-Collector, but reusounblo latitude must be sllowed to that
Odicer in the application of his goneral instructions, and their acts, in the cXereino

" of this necessary and proper discretion, must be judged on their merite. .
/
8. The Board request Mr. Reude to make the most carcful enquiries regard-
ing the stock of grain in bhis district.  Iis remarks on the subject are somnewhat
contradictovy. e writes in paragraph 10 of largo exports lust ycur, but as that
vear was very adverse, the grain exported must hare been the cvop of the previvus
vear.  The stock in the district must, therefore, consist mainly of the deficient
surplus yicld. of last year and the current yecar. This is somewhat antagonistic
to the supporition of any great abundance of stock, and though there is happily no

reason to anticipate insufliciency for the wants of the people, the subject is of great
importance, und should engage Mr. Reade's constant attention.

9,  As regands the former part of paragraph 11 of Mr. Ih;udc's letter, the
Bomid are of opinion that the small sum of 1,000 Rupees, souglhit by Mr. Hathawayy,

whould at once be placed at his disposal; for use it needed.  This will obvinte the

delay, which will be entailed by sceking sanction when the tine for action has
arnived. : '

10, The Buard would beg the attention of Government to paragraph &, relat~

' poR
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11. Mr. Reado should keep the Board fully acquainted with the condition of
" the District, and especially with the results of the personal examinations of himself
. and Lis Divisional Officers. - : :

>

- No. 356. - Orper THEREON, 13th' March 1869, No. 687.

1. Tho orders of the Board of
Revenuo are approved. The Govern-
: » ment, however, are unable to comply
“with tho Board’s reconmendation that two additional Assistants should be posted to

the South Arcot Dictrict ; but for the next three months, Mr. Reade need not inva-
. riably leave aCovenanted Assistant at ITead-quarters. Mr. .Readc ht.u already his full
‘ complement of Officers of this grade, and shou!d f?nd no difficulty in thoroughly in-
: vestigating tho condition of all parts of his District.

Miscellsncous.

9 The advance of Rs. 1,000, for which Mr. Hathaway has applied, for the
purpose of granting assistance to tho villagersin sinking wells, should the adop-
tion of this enurse become neccssary, should at once be granted from the District

. F. d. . . . T .
' Locn; Tire Coljector’s remarks, in paragraph 8 of his letter, will be disposed of in

'. the Public Works Department.

(True Extract.) ' .
- ' (Signed) R. A. PALYELL,
5 Acting Secretary to Government.
Is
»
. -
; . Nk
- To the Doard of Kevenue.
,, the Public Works Department.
,, the Accountant Geageral. '
.
v
' Exd. G. A. Yurton.
\ ) SN . ]
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