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"Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Deparlmenl

i’ L1¢ March 1869.

No. 291. Read the followiug letter from the Acting Sccretary to tho Board of
' Revenue, to the Acting Sccretary to Government, Revenue Department,
dated Madru, 22nd January 1869 :—

1. I am dirccted by the Board of Revenue to solicit a reconsideration of the
ruling contained in the Order of Goveroment, duted 8th January 1869, No. 54,
Public Works Departiment.

2. In their lettor of the 22nd October last No. 7,580, the Board wrote as

follows:— - 3

‘“In every district (notably in the Deltas of the Godavery, Kxuna and

‘‘ Tanjore) the cxpense of road-making is considerably enhanced by the nccessity

‘““ of bridging canuls of Irrigation and Navigation belonging to the State, and

paymg a large revenuo to it. The Board cousider it only equitablo that in such

¢ cases Governmeut should contribute towurds the additional expenses which their

‘ own operations entail on the Road Fund, and they récommend that at least a
s moicty of the cost of such works be borno by the State.”

3. The point waa urged by tho Board at their conference, and admlttcd by
Government in the following unrescrved terms:—

““The Board's further proposal however, that balf the cost of bridges over
* Irrigation channels on District roads should be contributed from Imperial F unds,
“ commends itself to Governinent, and in future the charge will accordingly be

4 provi ided for in the Budgets for Irrigation Works.”

. 4. The Doard would respectfully point out that thero is no restriction here
to channels “across previously existing established lines of communication,” and
the Board ccrtainly understood the intention of Government, as verbally exprcssed
at the conferences, to bo that the State would pny & moiety of the cost of bridging
all Irrigation channecls.

5. The Board vould submit that, were the Govcrnment to cut & channel across
an existing line, they are in justice bound to pay the whole cost of restoring the
communication, and that in all other cases they should pay a moiety, as laid down
in the order alrcady quoted. A glance at the Irrigation maps of the Godavery and

. Kistna Dcltas or of Tanjore will shew the Governnient, how these tracts are inter-

sected by clhannels cut by Government, and from which they derivoa large revenue.
If the Governmeut had beon able to perform the obligation hitherto resting on the
State, of making all roads, the cost of the bridges over these works would have fallen
wholly on them. Itsecms tothe Board very hard on tho people that now they have
relieved the State of most of this obligation of making roads by an additional tax,

they should also be saddled with the whole cost of works nccessitated by the action

- of Government, and yiclding it a large rovenue. The Government are aware that

want of communications has latcly been assigned by the Superintending Engincer
of the Kistna District, and the Chicf Engineer for Irrigation, as one of the reasons
why Nunjah cultivation has not increased so largely as wud expected.

§ The principle for which the Board contend is adiitted and enforced in
the Railway Companies and tho Irrigition Company, who are required to provide
means of transit wherever their works intercept the incans of communications
between villages. The Board understood from Colonel Strachey that, in Bengal,
under sumlnr circumstances the whole cost of bridges would he borne by the Stntg
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Proceedings of the '}ladrt;i .G.éi‘erﬁme-nl, Revenue Department,
-' 11¢th March 1869. AR

No. 292. OepEr THEREON, 11th March 1869, No. 656.

Irrigation. No. 7 On a reconsideration of the ques
e tion brought forward in the foregoing
, . : letter, the Right Honorable the Gover-
nor iu Council is of opinion that the Order in the Public Works Department, dated <
8th January 1369, No. 54, to which exception is taken by the Board of Revenue
is too restrictive in its application, and he is now pleased to direct that tho assist- -
ance to be afforded from Imperial Funds, towards tho cost of bridging artificial
Nuvigation or Irrigation canals or channcls on District Roals, shall be extended to
all canals and chax}ncls, which have been constructed during the present century.

(True Extract.) ,
(Signed) R. A. DALYELL,

i
Acting Secretary to Government. | , . SR
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To the Board of Revenue. ) . -
;.. o the Public Worke Department. | | '
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