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Proceedings of the Madras Guoernment, Revenue Iepartment,
11¢h March 1869. '
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No. 2886. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 28th

January 1869, No. 502:—
Read the following lotter from the Commissioner of the Neilgherries, to the Acting
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Ootacamund, 26th October
1863, No. 57. ' ‘ .
1. With refcrenco to the wator project sanctioned for Ootacamund, north and
south of tho lake, I have bad under consideration the expedioncy of a water charge,
and have rcad Proceedings of Board, No. 2,354, of 31st March last, and tho replics
of the several gentlemen referred to in those Procecdings.

2. When the projects are completed, itis calculated that water will be broughit

to 240 European houses and 401 Native houses. These houses are now rated for ,

Municipal purposcs at a certain annual valuo, five per cent. upon which yiclds to
the Municipality about 11,000 Rupecs per annum. Supposing we take one per cent.

. of this annual value for a watcr-rate we shall got *'#** = 2,200 Rupees.

3. For conservancy and distribution purposcs, Maojor Farcwell is of opinion

that the following Establishinent will be necessary :—
' RS.

Overscer ... ... % 50 pcr mensein.

Two Rescrvoir Lascars to live on the spot at 8 Rupees \
a month ... ... .. ... 18
t‘\\ -
. A . \ B

Four Coolics for north Channel at 8 Rupres a month ... 32
Four do. for south do. do. do.... ... 32 T
130
Tools and masonry repairs @ ... ... ..o T 20 .
' 150 150 x 12 = 1,800

per annuin.

4. When the projects have been completed, it will have to be decided whether
tho channels be placed under the control of the Municipality, in accordance with
Soction 99 of the Towne' [inprovement Act, or be retained in the hands of Govern-
ment ; in either caso it scems to me thats special Act will have to be passed,
authorizing the levy of tho water-rate.

—————————————

Tae Board resolve to lay the foregoing ‘1etter before G(\\_".ehrw 'cnt: f(T their .

consideration and orders. . /

2. In conmection with the Ooty south water-supply project recently sanctioned,
the Commissioner of tho Noilgherries submits, in communication with the Fngineer
Officer, an estimate for the. establishment required for purposcs of conservancy and
distribution of the supply, at 8 monthly cost, inclusive of 20 Rupees for tvols, &c.,
of Rupecs 150, or Rupecs 1,800 per anoum. : .

3. The Board are of opinion that it will be requisite to add at least 10 per
cent. to tho estimato for unforescen contingencies, such a3 the repair of breaches,
&c., and this would raiso the cost of maintenance to about 2,000 Rupees a year.
The Board are not awaro of tho cstimated cost of the work nor of the length of
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Proceedings of the Madras Gooernment, Revenue Department,
L1th March 1869.

~ .

chanoel and number of cistorns to be maintained. But as they will doubtless
: oxtend over several miles, the estublishinent propuscd scems reasonable.

4. To mect these charges the Comrnissioner proposcs to levy a water-rate on .

nl.l house property, European (240 houses) and Native (401 houses), to which water

- will be supplied by tie projected works at oue per cent. of the rated (to Municipal
purposes) annual value. lic estimates the result at 2,200 Rupces a year.

5

1 Qapes :
Sct’.‘tlon Y9 of the Towns’ Improvement Act, or boetained iu the hunds of Govern- |
ment.
L}

me must be passed.

3 0. The point for decision in limine is therefore whether the control and ndmi-:

n}stration of the water-works for the supply of South Ooty shall veost in the Muni- '
.:‘l)alt’Commission unler Section 99 of Act X. of 1863, or be retained by Govern-
wn ;
7. On this point, as well as on the water-rate to be charged, scveral gentle-
cn and Offigers of Government have favored the Board with their views under
: uted 20tk April 1868. ’ Government Order, 18th Man.:h 1863,
Ph No. 699. The Collector of Coimbatore
,w;' th-a “ tho reservoirs and chanuels should be inado at Government cost,”
wih waler distributed being charged for to those to whom any extra or < creased
supply is given by volume. The Super-
) iutcudir’g Engineer, Coloncl Walker, 18
npl’_‘"""“)’ not iu fuvor of Governent interference, and would charge a water-rato.
- of six pics per month for each gallon
supplicd.  Major Farewell i3 of opinion,’
(‘l ), that ull streamns, which supply moro than one property, should be taken up by
UO\'clznmom, together with sufficient laud an cither side to cnable the channel
‘establishinent employed in couscrvancy to have access to all purts; (2), that cach
' dwelling have a fixed allowance of water
allotted to it, according to the monthly

’ B 15th May I8G3, No. 42.

20th April 1568, No. 16.

1* At5Q Rupees and upwards 2 Rupecs water cess,

'y 450 Gall. per diem.
. 50 Rs. 1 Re. 300 ,, ,, .  rental;®(3),a water-rate be charged for
. ror ativedouses U0 ] '

purposcs of maintenanco, conservancy,

e aid month on cach house rented st und distribution at the rates shewn 1n
8 20 a) . .

"o o upwards. the inargin ; (1), that all *“ the propertics

One do. do. ut Rupees 10 to 50. X i
Two Aunas per moath for cach Native house. “ be registered, shewing the water-rate
' ‘ “ and thie quantity of wutcr appropriat-

“ ed to them.” Captain Law considers

 that the rcsponsibilitynof the distribution of water should vest in the Municipal
Commission.”

Dated 20th April 1568.

8. Mr. Rohde doprecates the construction of the supply or distribution works

: J0V : 1 obscrees that
; Dated &h April 13868. by Govornment, and o
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The Commissioner docs not state what progress has been made with the |
- works, am:l whether an establishment for muintenance and  distribution is immedi- §
a‘t‘c ly required.  He observes, however, that * it will have to be decided whether :

the chaunels be placed under the control of the Municipality, in accordance with !

In cither case he considers that a special Act authorizing the levy of water. -

e e . . . “should gsunply of water for B‘Iu;\ici_pa{ ,
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3 mont of their own water-supply must be mad .
. missioners are tho best judges of the nceds of 1
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I’rt;;:etldir:g: of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
11th March 1869. )

purposcs be required, the Municipality are competent for the work ; and in the case
of individuals they can take cara of thomn-

sclves.” Mr. Ouchterlony considers that
when the supply channels are completed, * they must.bé placed under strict cone-
¢ servancy. Probably that-of the Municipal Commission would be the best, as
* complaint could be moro casily made and more promptly redressed (paragraph
¢ 12);” that “ a water-rato should not go beyond what may be necessary to keep
¢ tho reservoir and chunncls of supply in good order,” sud adds “such a necossary
4 of lifc as pure and wholesomoe water should not be made a subject of taxation
' ' “ (paragraph 13)."  Mr. launington
stutes Lis views as follows :—* In a station
¢ where a Municipality exists, application (for water) should bo -dealt with by the

¢ Municipality, which can make its own terms ux to ratcs.” .
) 9. Mr. Roupell considers that

“ every Governmeut schicie for tho

Dated 28th March 18G8.

D;wd 11th May 18G8.

Dated 20th May 1863.

s gupply of water, including the practical daily working after complo.tion, should
# be taken up as a Government project, and not with any idea of being hercafter
¢ under Municipal management and control, though there would be nothing to
# hinder the adoption of tho latter course ghould it appear advisuble” (paragraph
3); that “a chanucl establishment should be employed by Government
¢ not merely such portions of the channel as poss through wuste lana,; ‘_“wclﬂ
« portiona as lic within privato holdings:™ the nccessary puthways along the b\nki.

- . . o ~an (Y DX NN
being reserved.  Io would limit the water-rate to what “ will suflicc iz sravid ¢he g\

~y

# cost of maintuining the supply channcls in efficient order, and of paying wiw
¢ egtablishient connected therewith.”

10. It is obvious that u ratc must be levied for the maintenance of the chan-
nele and conservancy and distribution of water after tlic.snf\ctioued works have been
completed, und tho water delivered within Murdcipal limits.

11. ‘The Board cousider, therefore, that the direction and coutrol and manage-
o over to the rute-payers whose Com-

dividuals and of the cstablishment
(Section 99, Act X of 1863), and

ired. Tho law contemplates this condition . .
the dis l and collection of ordinary

the distribution of u dumestic supply of water'in.o town, ‘ :
town water-rates, aro not atters properly within the scopo of Government inter-

. revesti as ¢
forence. The views of the persons who wero qonsul.tc.d sre suggestive as i the
nunner in which rates njy be asscssed ; but the Municipal C""‘“"-:"')wa ars the

. . .
proper persons to move in this matter.
12. The Board would suggest th

nioney expended at 5 per cent., und th ald
cilmli{y \\'lithiu ten yml:'(;. On this point the Commissiouer should report on uscer-

taining the views of tho Municipal Commissiorfcrs now cu.llcd f?r. .

13. T'he Board do not perceive the necessity for spccial logwl:.mon, as proposcd
by the Commissioner. By Scction 89 of Act X of 18069, a.ll. pul.)lxc channels como
ipso facto under tho control and dircction of the Mu}ncxpalxty, and they ure
empowered to raiso funds for « gonorally doing sx.xch things a8 inay be necessury
5 for the prescr\'n.tion of the public health” (Scction 25), or with the saunction ot

at the rate should cover interest of tho public

o ARAL 32 CD.0 -t A"\ A 40 LTCAL AW e AT B e —e

look after, .

o works should by redcemed by tho Muni.
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. 1 clearly an object within the provisions of thc Law. It is to be remembered,

. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
11¢th March 1869.

it
——

Govtarnmcnt, “ for any other Municipal purposes than those specified in Scction 25
of this Act (Section 29.)” Providing an abundant supply of good wholesomo water *

howerver, that although the channels are within Municipal limits the eprings from

which they are supplicd are not. . f

14. Tho Board would recommend that Government declare that as each .

- section is completed, the water works will be made over to the Municipality; that

the Commissioners bo requested to consider what establishment is required, and

~ to provide for its due maintenance and for the realization of the interest of the

N
i

P,

v
L4

for the information of Goveroment. *

public nonies to be expended on the work, as well as for the redemption of the
works within ten years.

15.  Copies of the letters referred in these Proceedings are herewith forwarded .

™ 14

No. 287. Orper THEREON, 11th March 1869, No. 654.

The Government concar in the -
views of tho Board of Revenue asexpress:
' edin paragraph 14 of their Procecdings-

The necey/ary orders will accordingly be issued in the Public Department.

(Truc Extract.)
(Signed) R. A. DALYELL,

Acting Secrelary to Governmen}.

Miscellaneous.

. 40 , 4
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To tke Board of m’r-“.
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From J. OUCCUTERLONY, Esq., to the Sceretary to tho Bouard of Revenue, dated Ootacamund,
) 28th March 18G8. o

1. I bave the bonour to acknowledigo copy of letter, No. 1,323, from the Board to the

2ud February 1868, on the subject of the water supply on the Neil lerry .

Government, datcd 2
Hills.

2. The question, I presume, has referenc
stations, and not to those on the Lills gencrally.

3. The most important place to be consider
wost populous station, oue in which the water supply
and because in late years the supply {rom sprinzs has scusibly diwinished. . s

4. 1 leg to cxpress my entive concurrcygo in the view laid down by the Board, as to the ' 1
order of importanco in which water ghould be supplicd; namcly, first for housebold purposes; '
aecond, for gardens; and third, for geveral cultivation; and [ belicve that, by acting on a judicious '
principle, the two first ohjects may be sccured at Ooutacanund, and a racidue be left for the last use.

e chiefly to the Government strcams in existing

od is of course Octacsmund, alike as being the .
has long been a vexed and confused queation,

5. The lcading principle of courre i2, tl.at water from all natura) sources suall bo husbanded
as much as possible, aud all runuing to waste preverted. :

6. To this end the Lighcst springs elould first Le tapped, and the water led in'au ecasy
channel as far as the Lills permit its supplying residences. It sliould then rcturn past lower
lying residences, and receive the waters of lower springs; thus moviuyg to and f‘ro, and recciving
aucqessive supplics of water at Jdifferent level, until the utimost awount of utiliza“ion was accom-
plished beforo auy water ran to waste in tho lake. - This is quite opposcd to the prescot systen,
or rathier no system, where dawus are mado to chanacls cut, to further some dndividual object, and .
naw e for the geucsy gova. PR N\ . - ,

7. The scheme that I have outlincd above is not mioe, but that of the Revercud Me. e :
Grifiths, who eome timc since explained it to me, and pointed out the eite of the various springs )
to be utilized, and the lines that the chauncls would take.  To carry it out, professional know- .
ledge is bardly required. A familiar acquaintance with the Jocalitics of Ootacamund springs is
the thing necdful; and I believe that there is po person on tho hilis, who has tho amount or any
thing spproaching to the amount of knowled;se that Mr. Griffitls Las un this subject; and when to
this is sddcd an extraordinary speciality for tracing 8 road and leading a water-course, (I am
ing what used often to be said to mc by an authority
that will not be disputed, Major Francis, of the adras Fngincers,) I am ccnvinced that, if his

cervices could bo made available, tho public gool would be essentially scrved by employing Mrj

GrifGths to carry out bLis long desired and comprchiensive scheme for & water supply to Ootaca-

mund. . .
8. Io respect of supplics of water that are now appropriated to private purposcs, I fear

that it will bo found a very dificult maiter to interfure with them, or detcrmine Low they shall
stand. No judicial decision, 80 far as | am aware, has yet been invoked on any of them, rotwith-
- standing the disputes and jcalousies that they give rise to, and *long cojoyment” forms a title that
it is not easy to disturb. Legislative cnactment will probably lf'"" to b.° rcso.rtcd to, to cnablo any
.tbing decisive 1o bo done: and I think it could not bo comphmczl' of, if, while estallished fi;:lnu
(prescriptive or otber) are respected, the Collector or other offcer should bave the power of inter- ‘

ference where watcr was so dealt with as to involve waste. ‘ .
9. The diminished supply of water in and about the station of Ootacamund, at the present i
:

day, is 1o doubt in » grest measuro sscribable to the late scasons of drouglit; but it is a question
whother other causes have Bot beea sensibly st work. Tle patural regervoirs of water arc the

expressing no opinion of my own, but repeat

. . . N - e o ®. Y e Ay o Py oo
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forests and the swamps. The forwer bave been largely eut down, and the latter drained for the
. eaitivation of potatees, besides Laving ths

« this evil exists aud is increasing a!l over th
bave thess sources of water supply been lur
(uawittiogly) iutroduced for azgrarating the evil.

10. It bas been rewarked that, while somo trees receive moisture throuzh their leavcs, ..nd '

Pas it into the earth, (Like our old forest trces, ) others reverse tho process, such as the A\.ac.m.

D &e. Taese latter take up woisture through their roots, (which are surfice-fecders,) and c\'apomhlo

it into the air. Many years back the station of Outacamund was singularly bare of trecs, and t °:

* rapid growth of ths pow prevalent Acacia, made all resort to it for ornament, privacy, lﬂd. shale. -
Its injurious operation on surface water Las become known too late. The whole ?lnce s flled

with these trees, which muitiply in & marvellous nuaoner by shoots fro:a their spreading roos; and-

whezo an Acacia grove exists, water fails and springs diminish or dry up.

: 11, The worst

o s ess

is, that all these disturbauces of our water supply aro alinost irremovable. ThO.
. original forcats canoot bo replaced, the swamps be at once restored to their spongy character,
: or the superabuudance of Acacias be rooted out. ®But the question is worthy of inquiry, whether
* some meaus should not be resorted to for arresting the progresy of the evil, and, at all evcats, for
* Temoviug and preveating $he planting of Acacias in the ncighbourbood of springs.

X 12, When water channels, such as I bave alluded to at the commencement of this letter, u;
* completed, it is desiralle that they should be placed under a strict couscrvancy: probably tlat o
" the. Municipal Commission would be the best, as complaiuts could be more easily made, and more

;" prumptly redregsed.
1

N 13. Lu rerpect of o water tate, I should hops that such would not go beyoad what may be
enccesszry to keen the res

¢rvvirs and channels of supply in good order.
that the present disorganized state of the whole matter ariscs from past neglect, ond tho absence
of any settled principle
s€alled) a Cantongr L4, of Governmeut,

scrvants.
sone water thould not be made & subje

H. Tam rot Aware whether I
- generally; as boing more
- interfore witl; it

Surely such & neeessary of life to these as pure and wivie- -
ct of taxation. .

am expected to allude to the water supply on the IHilis
question, it appears to ma that it woald ba presu mptuous t:)
Ip again entering the qucstion of the swamps, which are being
cattle, which now graze on the hills, aud constantly traverse '
Sportsmen, who have moro opportunity than others of noting the efiect

3 revcaue

But I caunot be

! ruined by the increa.s'uxg herds of
and feed in the Swanps, \ ,

of this, ing tley can now walk over swamps which form:rly were quite impassable; and if ‘,h.

- Practice be not chacked in some way, theso natural reservoirs for ths supply of lower levels, .'""

. have their valye most seriowsly impaired. Forests, especially thosc at the verge of the hll.lS. ,

. ,bould also be jealously guarded, Without touching on the question of whether forests ateract raia,

» W is undouhted that, where they are removed, (as with the hardened swamps,) the rain tha.t ﬁ:’ .

.'. N,"“ away, o to speak, at once; and is not rctained; as under the opposite circumatances, 10 tLe .

' wil, ﬁ? pour or filier forth ig 4 coastaut stream throuzh succeeding months of drought. :

Cewm ..t

Y.[‘lxd. J. Wrizht.

{
!
* .

-

- . 2’

ir water-retaining power most serious’y damazed (and
¢ hills; by the tra:npling of catilo. Not only, Lowever, _
gely dricl up, Las & ncw clemeut app2ars to bavo been

of action. All might bave beea adjusted while the uta-tion was (s0
Now it remains ouly a sanatarimn for all India; and in an

It is to bo rewewbered

-y g v
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1 har the honour to acknowlcdgo the Proceedmgspf the Boud, dated
1. ave the

i hills.

i ly to rcsidents on those o .
relative to the qucstion of wator suPT; ’to be one that can bardly bo.dedt with in slgex;e:::lu:.:.
3. The question Ao u:l Lave in some cases been established; the supply o y
e

i , i i tempt to
rights that caanot now be gestion and very difficult questions would be involved in any attemp

channcls is no longer what it was;
re-distribute the existing supply-

nal with overnmen istribute any supply of water it may
al with the G t to distribute ly of

i i tio it [} e (]

3. Of course 1t will be op

i for what is given. I believe the
i then will be to charge .
creata st jte discretion; but the tope m°:° iucdistribution by means of pipes, &c., would tend

T i ater, an i isting streams to
storing of the cmm:f ‘&rem:ul:r and that this, if supplemented by leading erxisting
much to the economy !

lls must be had
. all: but sooner or later wo .
the ordinary wants of all; do not think
o 81’0‘-';.“1-': ?:i‘:n.g“f::e:ormdounkl for water for other purposes. I must say I

recoursg to ior dri ’

i ither. Should s supply for municipal
truction of either. . ‘musi
T e bl Govemmntx “"“_103«:‘:0 ::: :::peunt to the work, and in the casoe of individuals
. . x |
urposcs be required, the Municip
fh:; can take care of themsclves.
) ) s
Exd. J. Wright.
i
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‘ w1 _ . L . .' tvL s From A. WEDDERBURNY, Esq., Collector of Coimbatoro, to the Secrotary to the Board of Revenus,
I 7 b L IO ST dated Ootacamund, 20th April 1868, No. 117.
3 ’ S | L ‘ . . . o . 1. With reference to the Board's Proceedings of the 31st March 1868, No. 2,354, I bavo the
f’ : . . . L o - . ' bonour to state, that, for the futuro supply of water to houses and propertics on the Neilgherry
- ‘ T s S Y Hills, rescrvoirs, where practicable should be formed, aud channcls led from thewn, 8o as to com-
o . . : Ty Y : mand as great a rango as possible, consistently with the water supply.
2 o ".;' 2. The rescrvoird and channels should be mado at Government cost; the watar distributed by
g . . . - N _ . _ means of pipes of a cortain diamcter from the main chanael, or by orifices in a brick sidework; as
1 ' . : . PRI the channels would extend for miles, piping for themn would be too cxpensive.
i : : - ;1 o . ,
' ? 7. . . . . ° U e _ 3. From a reservoir, water should be lct on in full duriog tho day, and partly shut off at
. ' . . . : et " : night, whea it would be less required. Iousohold requirements should be first met, then sanita-
s , . ‘ : . c . R : tion, aftcrwards cultivation, whether ornamental or agricultural.
5 . . . - 4, Tho cost of water to be charged according to volume measured by dxamcter of pipe or other
I | . ' : outlet. .
. ? h ) 6. When parties are already in possession of a water supply, they can scazcely be called of to
S .. v <oulrivute; iff the water supply bo intercepted, or interfered with, an equal supply should be given
& ] e PN : : without chargo, as compensation, all extra or increas:d supply to be charged fos, if anplied for.
5 p . o O ' 6. I Kave alroady inspected and countersigazl a plan for ths water supply of the noctiern
R 4. ' - section of Ootacamund, which I trust will soon be carricd into effect, as water during the dry 80as)n
¢ . e \ is very scarce. N -
;. . ; ‘ 7. Asrogards Junglo streams in more distant l-)calxtxu, they may be allowed to be utilized
A N | s o with the proviso that no private expenditure thereon is to be allowed to mmfcro with the futare
: , i AT { . dispoeal of such water, by Govemment. for the gencnl beneﬁt.
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_ From J. C. HANNYNGTON, Esq., to the Socretary to the Board of Ravenae, dated Oo‘azamund,
11th May 1863,

1. With reforence to the Board's Proceedings, dated 31st March 1868, asking for my opinion
with rezard to the mode of doaling with applications for water supply from Government streams on
tae Neilgherry Hills, I havo the honour to state my opinion— :

E : 1st.—With reference to applications in stations where a Municipality exists, the szparate appli-
‘ eatious should be dealt wih by the Municipality, which can make its own torins as to rates, &c.,
: on 1 should the point of the stream from which it is desirod to divert water b3 bzyond the Municipal
h-mu the case should bo referred to the Chief Rovenus Authority.

2ndly.—Ia cases beyond Manicipal limits, each case should be dealt with icpantely by the

L Clief Revenuo Oicer, who will, of coarss, bs careful that pre-existent rights are not mterfcrcd vntl,
— nJ that the valuc of adjacent lands is not desoriorated, & .

{ ) . ot thivk that any fixed rules can be laid dowa with advaatage.
I
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2. " Deyond the general rule, proposel by the Board in thoir letter of the 220d Fubruary, I do )
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From Colonel G. W. WALKER, R. E,, Saperiotending Engineer, Soventh Division, to tho Sccretsry
‘ to tho Board of Revonue, dated Coonoor, 15th May 1868, No. 42.
1. I bave roceived, for transmission, the lccomp:u.lying lotters from Major Farewell® aud
Captain Law,t and bLeg berewith to subjoin my own opinion on
No, 1 H . . .
® No, 16 of 30-h Aprit the subject of the Doard's Procecdings, No. 2,354, of 31st March.

* , 7of30h April
2. Itis, that no Government right ghould be rose

the actual limits of lands sold to private individuals.
importance to be rescrved, it should dividetwo otherwise contiguous Government lots, 3 margin of

100 fest on each side being further reserved. Access to Government water, thouh reserved, should
be frocly granted on application, gubjcct to future limit on further deman arising, whethor for
public or privato property; and each such Jdemand to b3 treated oa its individual merits. Nopro-
prictorship to any fixed share of water to bs claimable simply becauss permiasion has once been
obtained to enjoy such share; not cven 8 prcfcrcnﬁal claim to be first served owing to position, if the

wator be required for public purposes. At present, chaunels are cut from public sources anlled
ls, who then gsiert an exclusive right to th:

for miles through public ground by prisato jndividua
water couveyed in them, and have actaally been koown to refuse s share for Government and publie

use. It appears to mo that the firm exerciss of Magistorial autbority would check such abusecs.
3. Ia the channcls for general supply oonoor and Wellington, and in tho-o

Proposcd at Ootacainund, theru is provided more t °
their supply proportionably to their wants, small mason
charge for consorvancy and distribution will become nec

station; eay six pics monthly for cach gallon of daily supp DI
water might be cconomizod, and made availablo toprivate individuals, whorequirelarge quantitics, and

. who will bo at tho expcuse of building cisteras of proportionato size, by filling sush cisterns betwecn
tho hours of 7 ». u. and 7 a. M, whea to all intents and purposes the water at prescat gocs to wasto.

recd to tho use of any water included within
Where any strcam is deemed of sufficient

of water at C
han suficient water for all partics; but to rczulat

ry works will be largely required. A fixed
cgsary on worke designed to supply 8 large
ly. More than half of exiating supplics cf

e -

Excrosurs No. 1.
From Major W. FAREWELL, Executive Engineer, to the Superintending Enginecer, Seventh
Division, Coonoor, dated Ootacamund, 20th April 1868, No. 16.
1. With reference to your cndorscrent, dated 7th April 1803, on ths Proccedings of the
. Revenue Board, No. 2,354, dated 31st March 1868, I bave the honour to report, thiat what appsars
to mo to bo the most disturbing portion of the question of watcr supply W the propertics on the
Noilgherrics is that many of tho proprictors are under the impression that they havo exclusive
right to the whole of the water which may flow througl their grouuds, which they think pothing of
diverting for any purpose that suita them, to tho detrimpent of thusc propertics Lelow or beyond
them; the water in almost cvery instance will be found to rise in Governmcent ]and, and is thcrefore
Government property. I beg, thercfore, to make the following suggestions:— -
1.—That all atrcams supplying mor¢ thaa ono property. be formally taken possession of by
Government; to allow of tacse streams being properly conserved and inspocted, that o width of two
foet on cithor sido of them be reservod, so a8 to permit tbe channel cstablisbment to have access to

them, witbout heing liable to be taken up a8 treapassers. . .
9 —That a fizcd 8llowance be given to exch dwelling, acsgrdmg to a acale, hercafter
mentioned, and any Jdiversion of watcrto 8 greater extent immediatily be taken notice of by the

. Collector, aud the putiu:conccmcd fined. ) . |
3.—To allo# of tho maintonance of & suficient establishment for conservancy and distri-

. bution purpos:a, that each property bo chargels water-rato of Rapecs two (2) per mepse o0 houses

- renting from fifty Rupoes to one bundred Rapocs par mcasom, anl Rupc'o ouc per monsen, 0: houss
. renting from Rupees teo to Rapees ffty per m>n3da, UAtive hoas2s paying attho rate of two Anuad

per house per mensem.
. 4.—Thatall pro
“ apportioned to them.

3 their water rent and the quantity of water

pertios be registered, showia
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. 5.—.Tim cach proporty reating from ten to one hundred Rapses and upwards per mensem
bosup?hcd w.tha masoary cistern of suficient capacity to contaia & diy’ssapply acerrding to scale,
each cistern b:ing supplied with g sluice, which can bo opened or closed when required by the
channel conscrrancy men.

- VSRR . Sy - -g—z-' % anw
. --~~_~———'-.—r¢.’ s wufe. M

Scale of water supply.

No. of Galloas st
Moathly Reatal, Monthly Water | Nawber of Inkabitants. 730 Gallona per | Bizo of Cister.

. . bead por diem.

— L 4

From Rs. 50 to Rs. 100. _ Rs. 2 15 ' 450 x5 xd
g 10t 50, Re. 1 10 300 |5 x5 x2
Or every ten Native Huts.  |As. 2 per Hut. One Cistern. 300 5 x5 X2

6.—With reference to water for garden purposes, that for actual general cultivation hring
out of the question, after all such cisterns as just notcd have received their daily supply, providing
always that the supply is adequate, separato cisterns of a size dependant on the water available, to
be determined on by the Collector, might bo built by such persons as may desire to Lave water for
garden purposcs at their own expenses, in such localitics as may be convenient and approved

of by the authoritics.

2. Captain Law's lgtter on the subject of water supply is herewith forwarded.

Excrosves No. 2,

From Captain G. V. LAW, Evocative Engineer, Coonoor, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue,

dated Coonoor Sub-division, Neilgherry Rango, 20th April 1868, No. 7.

L I anewer to the Proccedings of the Board of Revenuc, No. 2,354, dated 31st March 1568,
I l:avc the Lonour to report that on tho Church side of Coonoor, where the water channel is uuder
my coutrol, I have had no difienity n watlsfying ho cluiwe of all parties, whilat the water channel
on the other or *‘Criwean’ side of Coonoor, being in private bands, is 8 continual source of dispute,
and anooyance to every one connccted with it. - = '

2. Where water is plentiful, our prcSent system of small sluice gutes to divert the water to
the 4'i¥ rent sct2 of houscs, with nuwernus ci<terns and dipping places along the strea'ns, acts adnir-
ably ; but, where water isscarce, I would augge-t that all houces shiou!d Liave their separate ciateras,
which mizht be 6lled in rotation as often during. each day as tho supply of water would allow, with
a few public cisterns constructed as drinking fountain at conreuicnt places.

3. Tinally, I would suggest that in all Municipalities tha respoasibility of the Jisteibativa of
the watcr be vested in tho Commissioners, aad that our department should only have charge of sach
pdions of watcr channcls which (as in the case of tho Coonoor water channcl) run for miles before
entering Municipal limits. '

Forwarded, through tho Exocutive Engincer, Neilgberry Range.

Ooracaucxo, (Signed) W. FAREWELL, Major, -

20!h,API‘ll 1868, Ezxecutive Euginccr. No.1, Necilgherry Bpgo.

Exd. T. Cartledgo. R
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From N. A. ROUPELL, Fsq., Acting Special Assistant Collector of Ootacamuni, to the Secretary
) to the Board of Revenue, dated 20th May 1868, No. G.

dated 22nd February 1868, requesting my opinion as to
o Government strcams on the Neilgherrice may beet
d of the public, I have the honour to submit the

1. In reply to your letter, No.1,325,
how the question of supplics of water from th
be dcalt with, in the interests of the Government a0
following information. _

2. I would propose to consider this
and Coouoor, the frequent water disputcs i
In these stations, the present state of the water 8

. The natural advaotagesof different localiti

question first in reference to the Stations of Ootacamund
o which bave chiefly given rise to this correcpondence.
ipply is very much as follows:—

es have becn turned, from time to tine, to account

; ses and lands in the vicinity. In oo‘me casch, thnglo streams ﬂowsd orxgxnall"
r:r;::;: ;::‘r::fl::::: :nd partics not content with helping thcms:-:: cllot:ctrhlt: :cv;t:r llsnx: S::;it"
took to dawnming up the streams snd shutting off th? m{m’ly ﬁ.«?m de T bt ot deaet o th.'
the natural course of adjacent water has been artificially dncrtcd. d“ <;ro or loss d?ltn;nt {rom.
majority of house-holdcrs, water is procurable only fro.m o epot b“)’:“ , ;ua: thercfore, the pro ert'
their propertics. Most of the stresms bave their rise '.n '.sr:e lan ‘ .ln hav .0n°o red tl;o ua:ofpsucl’;
of Government ; but instances are comrmon where privato individuals bave “: ;“atc e
strcam-water for a great number of years. ® The result of the prl“(_‘:: “i:.:r )cto exclusive use of
simply to give room for disputcs a8 to rights (many of them purcly '.:8 encr’;llv from the quantity
water, and, further, to contract the benchits derivable for' the ?ommum y"g “ir; ey ‘:; P
of water az. band within the smallcst poruible limi;-y i‘:htl.x: l:,::::.:::ns’a;tcmcmi‘;"d- In these

. X ion of water-supply, . .. : .

::;;:T‘:}l: li:::t::c:::c:h:cﬁ::::' feomn diffenlty and expense in obtaining water is severely fult

. . ‘tee and it scems to M6,
by a very coustderable portion of tho commuuity; & elr for domestic and garden purposes should

gcne?l “:;‘:‘:::’hs::‘:j;‘;‘." :":S:‘:’: ::::l:lz ::(:x::l be given for g.encnl mfltintion is & matter
':li.:h l‘::d best be determined bereafter, the pecessity for this not be.mg sufficiently urgent to call
for immediate attcention. . . .
3. I would observe with rcference to Ooucamund. sud Coono‘-’:;,i:fu'u}:{c}; tlclti:i.“o:r 1083;':
has becn put in force, that by Section 99 of the Actall public streams '; ¢ the int L duction of such
* . s niopers. It is .ppu'cnt. however, t ‘a 0 10 ro uction of 8
property of the Municipal Commwiod ontingent requircmecots, 18 far beyond the

isti dc .
. ws(cr;m;ppl}y! sc'b.em;, ;. ':;:l: e e s .nat their disposal. It would aeem, too, only fair,
means of the dlunicipalitics,

. hould bea
! i itics would, no doubt, readily acccdo:) that the Gove'rnment s ,-
e ot i i s O g 00 L
: icipalitics € . . . .

& v, morcorer o which (b0 MUY LY ey wo .t gine el oludiog thie prcica
daily working s!”ter completion, should be taken up 88 Gonin:f::::?thougjthei; would be dothing
idea of their being hereaftcr under Municipal mmemcnt T Ivisable —

to hinder the adoption of the latter course, should it sppear Acvl .h ight of f : te.

4. To guard against the rccurrence of provious disputes, ‘;_' t:htrot:iv:i; ;j:oidocd ::. :;'iu_
woll u to obviate the contingency of disputes fur ‘hf futars, wad, fur : ':I w Water-Supp! oc:cme
bility for the proper care aad use of the various portions of the Pmp:”c. ) tto l:opk’nﬂer no;
it seems to me that s Channel Establishment should be employ; d d’ bu:v:ur::;;tions also u'mt]
merely such portions of the changols a8 past throcgh '33":. ‘;‘ c::d marking out as Government
lie within private boldings. For this purpose, stones should be placed, 8

the limited funds

that nothing ohort uf some -




property the Iand to a distance of ono (1) yard from each bank of the channcls. This would allow
. of the peons exercising proper supervision of tho stream without trespassing upon private ground.
. The temptation to take every available drop of water, without regard to the requirements of others,
. seems o be a0 stronz on thesc liills, and, I presume, elsewhere, that any arrangerent which would
* allow of house and land-owners being answerable for the due custady, and proper use of the chanpels
within their properties, the attention of the catablishment being restricted to strcamsin waste land
only, would certainly bo & fajlure.

5. The question of the fystem upon which water should Le supplicd, is ome upon which the local
Fxccutive Fngineer will perhiaps be best competent to form an opinion. I would suggest, howerver,

. that the taking of water out of the main channel should not bo on any account permitted, but that
* each house and garden land ahould be supplied by a pipe lcading from the main channel into &
cistern, the sizo of the pipe aud cisteru being determined with reference to reguirements. It would

- 8cm alinost impossible to devise any satisfactory plan for giving cach proprictor in the course of
each day o cortain quaatity of water only, and then shutting off the supply. A better arrangement,
as it appears to me, would be to attach ncar the top of each cistern surplus-supply pipe, which

- would provide azainat the overflow of tho cistern, by conveying the excess of water lower down into

- the stream from which it oriZinally came. By this mcans the proprictor would alirays have a )

_ sufficiant supply &t band, and, at the samo time, any quautity iu excess which might leave the streaiy,
would be again recovered, .

6. Avao Argument in support of somo such plan as that deseribed above, I would here remark
that one ;rreat ditficulty in introduciug a scheme of th nature of the one now under consideration,
lics in providing a sufficient but not excessive supply of water to each bolding, without the necessity

! for that close aud constaut supersision which would be only another name for espionage; & conditiun
J of things to be stronzly deprecated, oo account both of its tendency to irrritate and annoy, and of

! the expensive chinncl establislunent it would entail.
’

cmentioned.  Ia g event, such perwine ae may be provided with an ample supply derived from
" natural streams flowing through their propertics would be excmpted from any payment. But
" should such streams form part of a main channcl, it would be advisable that tho pipe aud cistern
. 8ystem, should here, as clsewhere, have place. The case of proprictors within the Jimita of whose
: holdings a spring way takes its rise would, of course, bz in no way affected by the new general scheme.
‘ ARgain to proprictors who may be sufficiently provided with water obtained by the artificial diversion,
* by private outlay alone, of natural streams, the spirit of the rules above quotcd should also be mado
" applicable.  From those to whom water is for thoe frat time supplicd, & cess might be levied pro-
. portionate to the grossaunual rental.  From thosc, again, who, at present, have insufficicut strcams
flowing through their boldings, but whose supply, under the sclieme to be adopted, may be increased
to meet the dermand, a rate wight be raised corrosponding with the advantages couferred.

8. Considering the Government quit-rentuponbuilding sites, aud assessment upon other lands,
as well as the tax at 5 Per cent. on the gross annual rental, at present charged under the Towns'
Improvement Act, it cannot be expected that tho amount laid out in introducing the new water-

" supply schewe will bo recovercd by local taxation. The utmost that can be worked for, appears to
. me to be the receipt of sve) 3sum as will saffice to cover the cost of maintainiug the supply cbam.\els
" in cfficicnt order, and of Payiog the establishmont connccted therewith. Nor would it seon advisa-
“ble to contemplate even this pew charge, but fur the consileration that great and permancnt bene-
Gt3 muat necessarily be the result of 3 good supply of water, and that to sccure such benefits, pct.);fle
would pay ungrudgingly. A sum of from Rupees 1,000 to Rupces 1,500 would in sll Pf"bf“"m]
quite sulfico, in Ootacamund, to mcet annual establisbinent charges, as wcll a8 contingencies for

t keeping the maia channels (should these be open and unfenced) in good repair. Such a sum might .

. be raised in Ootacaround, by & chargo of about one (1) per cant an annual rentals. It is ber; t[o be
" obscrved that almost every European houseloll at present has to employ 8 waterman of from

et e @

I * 7. With reganl to the aystera apon which water should be charged for, I am ofopfnion that -
v the apiritof the standing rules relating to junzle streames should be apnlied in the two stations alove ‘

-

e M, e ~

Rupees 5 to Rupees 6 per month, or from Rupees 60 to Rupees 72 per anoum, while in numerous
instances an additional waterman or cven & Puckally bullock is found necessary. The pipe and
cistern would bring the water close to the house or garden, and the charge proposcd is one which,
a3 above shown, would press the reverse of heavily. ‘
9. Ibave confined my remarks hitherto to the two stations of Ootacamund and Coonoor,in which -
the want of somo scheme which will supply water in sufficicot quantities to all residents, put & stop
to water disputes, and, generally, promoto Lealth and convenience, is most scverely fclt. Welling-
ton being almost exclysively tho residence of oficers and others connected with ithe Government
Military Depot, is rarely the sceno of water altercations. I am undel: the imnpression that the supply
therc is not deficient. Kotsgherry is so sinall a settlement, consisting of ouly twelvo or thirteen
bouscs, situated at consideralle distances apart from cach other, and water is 8o easily procurable
by its residents, that no Dneccssity exists, at any rate for the piesent, for any opcci.l. ochcme. on its -
Uehalf. The careful demarcation and survey of the varivue properties thcre, now being carried on,

will act as au additional preveutive to disputcs. ‘e )
The case of jungle streams beyond the limits of statious seem to me to be fully provided for by

. the existing rules. ' 4 .

>
-~ .

-
o,

Lej 1. Cartledge.




M’I\

Je

O Lo 22

) )z | .
He59 .00y
N \. F )
L

<

LI o TR,




	Copy_of_Image00025
	Copy_of_Image00026
	Copy_of_Image00027
	Copy_of_Image00028
	Copy_of_Image00029
	Copy_of_Image00030
	Copy_of_Image00031
	Copy_of_Image00032
	Copy_of_Image00033
	Copy_of_Image00034
	Copy_of_Image00035
	Copy_of_Image00036

