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P) oceedmgs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, .
9th March 1869: ‘

No. 230.° Read the following Proceedmfrs of the Board of Revenue dated 29th

Jauuary 1869, No. 601 :—"

Read the following letter from the Collector of Ganjam, to the Acting Sccretary
to'the Board of Revenue, dated Camp at S! wrgod_a.h, 31st December 1868,
No.1,403. t B

1. I have the houor to submlt in orw'um.l a letter W1th annexures and Map

~ from Mr. Minchin, Manager of the Aska Sugar Company, who offers, on certain

conditions, to farm the exclusive privilege of both-manufacturing and sell1n0' coun-
try-made spirits within the district of Ganjam.

9. The average revenue derived from the present system of Abkarry, taking
the last cight years, amounts to Rupces 83,152 ; and the present lease, which
expires on 30th June next, realizes Rupees 68 980 only. The renters are known
to make large fortunes, the leading Native merchants combining, it is believed, to
keep down the biddings, on the condition of all sharing in the proﬁts. The total
value of the liquor consumed, Mr. Minchin estimates (in my opinion very mode-
rately) at Rupees 3,41,100, at which figare the share at present accruing to the
State is about 20 per cent. of the whole. \ )

3. The spirits sold are of two kinds, * Pongoo,” Whlch is 30 under-proof, and

4 Cutcha” from 60 to 80 ditto. It is estimated that 10,800 gallons of the former,

and 308,700 gallons of the lattcr, arc annually consumed and Mr. Minchin is pre-
pared to pay Government Rupees 1-8-0 on every. gallon 30 under-proof, and 12
Annas on every gallon of the 60 under-proof, that may leave the gate of his Distil-
lory, minus 5 per cent. drawback for leakage and ullage. - For proof Rum he would,

in the same way, pay Rupees 2 per gallon, unless it was exported, when the pre-’

| ~ sent duty of Rupees 3 per gallon would be maintained..

4. - Me is further willing to pay for any establishment the Collector may think
neecssary to maintain at ghe Distillery for checking the quantities of Rum leaving
the gates. Unless this establishment is to be on a ‘somewhat expensive scale,

‘including gaugers, we must take the strengi/z of the liquor as told us by Mr. Min- o o
chin, which, for my part, I should be quite willing and ready to do.

5. The arrangement is to operate for three years from 1st July next, it being

optional with Mr. Minchin to give it up at tke end of t/ee ﬁrst year by giving notlce'

by 31st March 1870.

6. The samples of liquors (both present and proposed) forwarded by Mr.
Minchin, I shall transmit to you by Steamer. I understand that Mr. Minchin has
already obtained for his scheme the Board’s approval, conditional on no objections
being raised by the local authority. I beg on this point ‘to say that I think very
highly of the proposal in every way. Mr. Minchin’s name is a sufficient guarantee
of its being carried out on a thoroughly efficient and respcctable system.

—
..

ExcLosore No. L.

Trom the Manager of the Aska Sugar Company, Limited, to the Collector and Agent to the.Governor

of Fort St. George, in Ganjam, dated Aska, 26th December 1868,
1. With refcrence to the conversation I have had with you relative to the introduction into
your Collectorate of a medification of the Sudder Distillery system adopted with so much success in
several Districts of Northern India and in Mysore in the South, Ibeg now to offer to supply the
whole requirements in spirituous liquors of the Ganjam st@not Jfrom my Distillery at Aska.
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Proceedings of the Mad as Gorerument, Revenue Dr}m'lmént,
9th March 1869).

2. A glance at the accompanying sketch map of Ganjam will show how centrically my Dii

hllefy is situated, at least for the principal division ; and as the roads throughout Purla Kimed
are in such good order, I anticipate no difficulty in arranging for the supply of the spirit require
in the Sub-division also. '

3. By the present or firming system I find that the average Revenuo yiclded by the Abkare
for the last eight years, has been—

RS.
From the principal Division 52,873
And the Sub-division .. .. .. ... 30,279
‘e ..

83,152 '

while, for the present year, the Revenue ig only Rupees 68,980, It is said the renters sub-rent th
{.bkan‘y for double that sum. . '
. 4. Lhave prepared a Statcment (enclosed) showing what is said to be the present consump
tion of the liquors in general use in each Tulook of the district. I cannot in any wa, guarante
t.he accurateness of these figures, as there is no possible means of ascertaining the actual consuml;
tlo‘n 3 but they have been supplied me by men who have long been engazed in the Abkarry, and,
think a very fslight cxamination of them will show that if they are in crro;: they errin umh:r-rntin.'
the consumption : for instance, the consumption of Molery Talook, including Derhampore, is s0
down at 17 gallons liquor of the stronger, and 50 gallons of weaker strength, or in all ouly abod
400 bottles per diem. o
5. .By this Statement it would appear that the consumption of the principal division pe.
mensen i3 not less than 12 hogsheads == 600 gallons of the stronger, and 363 hogsheads == 17,151
gallons of the weaker, which in the year would give 7,200 gallun; of the former, and 205,801
gallons of the latter, cxclus‘iv,o of the Maliahs in which there is, I am informed, a vc’ry large ;3]‘1
i'l:ge nolt ::ez'ablelas yct to obtain sil.nilar information regarding the conm;lnption in the Sub:
h;lf :;nt,ha: Of.xtﬁ:i:i;zill:;edr;:;)sgsn.a guide, the consumption would appear to bo not less than one‘j

6. The following would appear to be the total consumption of tho district :—

¢

.. . Gallons. Gall
P i allons.
Sub-dvicion se e e Pongoo.. 7,200°  Cutcha. 205,800
e e e LdDalE doo L 8,600 102,900
10,500 308,700

per bottle == 3 Rupees per gallon for the Pongoo,

“and four / .
nd four Aunas per bottle == Rup-es 1-8-0 per gallon for the Cutcha. A considerable quantity of

the 15 i ; .
e latter is sold, T aminformed, at fwo Annas per bottle, but it is proportionably reduced, I think,

in strength.  Taking the average puico realized of the Cutcha at Rupee 1 per gallon, the total value

would be—
10,800 Gallons, at 3 Ru =
8 » at .3 Rupees = 32,400 Rupecs.
3,08,700 ,, atl ,, =3,08700 u‘::ca
3,09,500 3,41,100

Of this sum it would appear the Government obtains a Revenue of about 20 per cent.

. 34.3 Thl:a ?udder Distillery eystcin involves consideralle outlay on the part of Government.
c31’ tpd f;r .:cz-ure me I see that, for the five districts of the Patna Division in Bengal, it was cal-
ulated that 25,000, Rupecs would at least be required for Government buildings alone.

8. I'beg to propose a plan which, wkile costing Government nil, will probably, in a single

. year, double the Itevenue.

“p 9; Io"mclr:.h‘on‘ed that tlmre are two strengths of liquor consumed in this district : one called
ongoo,"" w uAh is about 30 under-proof, and the other ** Cutcha’ from €0 to 80 under-proof.
) The proportions cousumed aro probably 10,800 gallons, 30 under-proof, 508,700 gallons of
Yui0us strengths assuming this quantity equal to 200,000 gallons, 60 undor-;vroof.
W. Tam prepared to pay Government Rupecs 1-8-0 ou cvery gallon, 30 uud;r-xvrooﬂ and 12

l{\fm:u on cvery gallon of tho 60 under-proof, sold by me.
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. or double the average Revenue of the last cight years.

same price, begging they may be opened and compared.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
9¢h March 1869, ‘

11. Taking the above figures as ;representing the‘quantities‘ I shall probably sell, the Reve-

nue would be—; Co ‘ .
10 800 Gallons, at Rupces 1-8-0 per gallon == Rupees . 16,200
200,000 ,, at 12 Anpnas w = 1,50,000

-Rupees  1,66,200,

12. I propose then that all the Stills in'the Ganjam District be closed on 30th June 1869.

13. That from and after the 1st July I be allowed, under Section IV. of the Abkarry Act, to
manufacture and sell all the liquor required for the Ganjam District. I should, of course, require
permission to send out Rum to my various Depdts (number and locality of which to be settled
hereafter) in all June, but no sale shall be made before the 1st July. B .

11, For every gallon Rum sold in the district, I will bind myself in any way you mpRy”

require to pay the following duties within one month after these liquors leave my gates, minus 5w

per cent. to be allowed me for leakage and ullage ; that is, for all issued in July I will pay for on

" 31st August :— .

For every gallon proof Rum sold in the district, Rupces 2; if exported from the
district, Rupees 3 as now. C .
" For every gallon 30 under-proof, Rupees 1-8-0. ‘
For every gallon 60 under-proof, Rupee 0-12-0. ‘ \ T
15. In the event of my requiring to issue a liquor of a lower strength, I will pay for the
game in the same proportion. ) . . :
16. Any establishment you may deem neccessary for the checking of the quantities of Rum
leaving my gates shall be provided by you but paid for by me. . Such estrblishment I would suggest

need not exceed Rupees 30 per menscm. . o e y )
17. 'This arrangement to be in force for three years, from 1st July 1869, but to be opiizwal

with me to give it up at the end of the first year by giving notice pot later than 31st March 1870,
T ask for three years to cover the first outlay which will on my part be considerable for the due and

officient carrying out of such extensive operations.

18. I send herewith samples of the liquors now heing solLl, and of those I shall supply at the

19. Trusting I may be favored with as early a reply as conveni“ent, to enable me to make the

extensive arrangements for Depdts and Shops that will be nccessary. . Y A
- Prixcipar Divisrow, SR : f ) >’ 7»{:
Pongoo and Cutcha required for one monii’s consumption. )
N. B.—One IThd.=50 Gallons. «
. Talooks. ' . Pongoo. Cutcha.
1, Mohery ... e e . eer w10 Hhds. 30 lihds.
9. Munsoorcottah . L. aee ese e ees - }g ’ ((110_
3, Toobacondah ... . e e e ; 9.
4. Ganjam  we e ewe eee o we wne e 1 Hhd. 20 do.
5. SOONNAPOTE ... jee v wne  wee ove es e 13 do.
6. Ttchapore ... oo aeo ee see e ee e o 40  do.
T, DAIWE .o wee anv een sen ere da 0 a e 10 do.
8. Sompetta and Mundasa .. e e “ws 100 de.
9. Cheekaty... ... cer ser e . 20 do.
10. Soorungie ... S 4 do.
11, Jaradah ... et eee e e wes e CoL 4 do.
12. Jalantra... "... ce eee eme e ees Ve T 15 . do.
13. Small Kimedy vee ave wee ewr e %g go, .
14. Large do. P T . 0.
15. ASka! e % IIbd- } 15 do- .
16. Daracote - . | e 10 do. ™ .
17. Sareghur ... cee ees ane e i 4 do.. i
' 18." Bodagada ... . cer e ees ‘ 6 do. N
19. Sooroodsh ... O Y N T 15 do BTN
00. GOOMSOOT  see  wer oo wes wee e % Hhd. 40  do. ¢
21, Hutghur . e wer ren s ee ean \4,&,:‘23 . do.
22. Kellyccte ses 7O't “re ‘e PPYY s .o ;. o "9 - '10.
12 Uhts, 343 {™ds,
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.Proceeding: of the’ Madras Gorernment, Revenue Department,
9k March 1869,

e ABRARRY OF GA‘}.‘IQU. /
Fusly. Principal Division.] Sub-Division. { ‘ Total.
‘ RS, RS, l ES.
=
%5_.5 51,402 37,408 ‘ 91,900
l‘)l. e e ...' “or e 54,1\;2 i ",:,H}S 91,900
1§Zi 58667 avsse | 91,523
: d' Y caa < s vor YY) e G‘;,TOO N 3; 4'0 01’110
‘ 1275 o e e e 63,500 25030 - 1'90'.-',3
11;,)1(, e e e e e e b 40,080 03 G50 61,630
15:@ 40,080 23,650 © 64630
,— 71 SO 41,180 27,800 68,950
" | Years ..8 4,22,001 242,232 ¢,65,22
’ ’ - s Vg
On an average for one year ... ... ... 52,8738 30,279 83,152
‘ . . a2 N -
E L.

(Signed) F.J. V. MINCIIN.

——

;o .
g Excrosure No. 2.—Sketch.

TnEe Collector of Ganjam submits a propusal from Mr, Minchin, the Mavager
of the Aska Sugar Fastory, offering to undertake tho exclusive mm’mfa«-turc and
rale of spirit in the district, from the 1st July 1569, and to pay anyxcise of Rupecs

-2 A .gallon on proof spirit, Rupecs 1-8-0 on spirit 30 uud. r-pr&;f and ;\nnas 12 on‘
*!‘ - epirit 60 under-[fronf, for all spirit leaving his Distillery, min:zs 5 per cent. for
. wastage. Mr. Minchin engages to rcimburse Government for the expense of any
excise establishment whicli it may be found necessary to keep at the Distillery, but
L he sti‘p\flates that tfhe arrangement khall be in force for three years unless he uun’oun-
'+, ccs hissntention of withdrawing from iton o > 370, in whic
caso it }}mll determine at the (ixd of the ﬁrstr ;'J:::.ro tho 3t March 1870, in which
 that Y. sk s i o suont ot Il crery way, and soy?
guarantee for 1its Leing carried out on &
thoroughly eflicient and respectable system.  With reeard to tﬁis point, the Board}
remark that Mr. Minchin held an Abkarry lease in 18(?3-61 and-that thc’y tcstimony:'
of the officers of the district, Revenue and I’o]‘icc, was una’nimouq as to the cxccl-?
lence of his arrangements. o ‘

. 3. From carcfully collected information it appears that the annual consumyp-
tion of the district, exclusive of the Khond high lands, may be estimated at about
10,300 gallons of Pongon, a spirit 30 under-proof, and 308,700 gallons of Cutcha, .
a spirit 60 under-proof, and that the proceeds of the sale must,amo:nt to Rs. 3,11,100.

4. The Revenue which has been derived from the Abkarry farn for the last
eizht years has averaged Rupees 83,152, Comparing the first five years of this’
sr_:ri';:, with the last three, the revenue has deereased by 20°3 per cent.. Tho pre-
séut recsis Rupees 66,030, or about 20 per cent. on the sale procceds, and the Col--

// lectar states that the Renters are known to ke largo fortuncs, and that there is

¥+ reuson t? believe that the leading merchants combiue to keep down the bildings
et { . ou conditigr \hat all share in’ the profit. ‘

4N

L

. No. 231.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
9¢h March 1869,

s

5. The Board learn that the Aska Distillery is of the most approved descrip-
tion, that it is equal to all demands which may be made upon it, and that the Sani-
tary Commissioner has expressed a most favorable opinion of it in the letter record- .
ed with Government Order..13th J une\1869, No. 150, Militarye)epartment. -

6. If Mr. Minclua o l)l(;p()\sul 1 uccepted, the reveime,‘ calculated on the con-
sumption above estimated, v?i}l amount to Rupees 1,66,200 per annum, being a lae .
of Rupees above the present rent, and 487 per cent. instead of 20 per cent. on the .

r

- gale proceeds ; the combination amongst the mierchants which has lowerad the -

revenue will be broken up, a supply of wholesome and unadulterated spirit will be-.
gocured, and the management will be placed in the hands of a gentleman, who, has

already shewn on a smaller scale that he can conduct the operation, so as to effecta.
suppression of disorder, and cause an improved condition of the people.

7. The Board are of opinion, however, that in order to protect the interests of -
Government, a stipulation should be introduced in the Agreement to the effect that
if it be found by the 31st March 1870 that the revenue yielded under the new arrange-

* ment is less than that realized under the present lease, they may be free to give

Mr. Minchin notice that his license will be cancelled on the 15t July 1870.

8. With this modification the Board resolve to recommend Government to '
accept Mr. Minchin’s proposal. ‘

9. If it is approved, care will be taken that all the restrictions now in force, -
with regard to the number of shops, &c., are preserved. The engagement will be )
drawn up very much in the form now executed by Abkarry Renters, the first con-
dition being of course altered. With regard to the necessity of gauging liquor as
it leaves the Still, the Board are content to let the Collector exercise an unfettered
discretion.

N

ORDER THEREON, 9th March 1869, No. 627.

1. The Right Honora’le the Go-
vernor in Council sanctions the propo-
Abkarry. . sals made by the Collector of Ganjam in

regard to the Abkarry of that District,
on the terms and conditions recommended by the Board of Revenue.

' 9. The Board will exercise their discretionin regard to renting the Abkarry
Farm of other Districts for #iree instead of for five years. Should it be found
expodient to extend the excise system, prolonged leases might prove an incon-

venience.

Separate Revenue, No. 13.

(Signed) R. A. DALYELL,
Acting Secretary to Governmend. .
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