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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue l)epartmenl.
6th March 1869. ' o

No. 164. - Read the following letter from the Omt;iating Conservator of Forests,
to tho Acting Sccretary to Government, Revenue Department dated
Madras, 27th February 1869, No. 1,175 :—

1L regret to have to report serious defa]catxom and embezzlements on the
part of Mr. Turnbull of the Forest Departnicnt, who wus placed in charge of the‘
Wynaad Range on the 25th of May last. -

2. e appears to havo received sums, nmountmg to about 33,000 Kupees,

frora differont Mysore merchants upon his agrecinents to supply them with timber
from our depts. Contracts of this nature should have been referred to the Central
Office for the approval of the Conservator, but Mr. Turnbull not only oniitted to
do this, but he sent in monthly statements that no timber whatever had been sold,
and as he received the money in the Mysoro country, it was easy for himn to evade
dotection for ashort time. None of this tnonoy has been paid to the credit of Govern-
ment, sad Mr. Turnbull appears to have left his district, together with the Sub-
Oversoor, Voerusawiny Pillay, just when he expected Mr. Cherry would arrive to
reliove him. When Mr. Clerry took chargo, ho reported a deficiency in the Accounts
of about 1,457 Rupees, and the Mysore merchants sent in petitions and inforination
of the payments they had boon making to Mr. Turobull.  Mr. Turnbull bad entered
a considerablo sum in his estimnate for working operations for this quarter (January
to March), but as he was about to be reheved I struck the whole of this amount
out of the quarterly estimate ; buta surn of 5,000 Rupees was allowed to stand as -
the contribution of our Dcpnrtmcnt .towards the Coorg Road (now under construc,_
tlon) + aftor Mr, Turnbull had quitted his district, he appoars to have drawn a cheque ou
the Manantoddy Tahsildar for 2,000 Rupces out of this amount and handed it over
to Veerasawiny Pillay ; payment was refused at Manantoddy, and the Sub-Overscer

. having first mortgaged the clieque and then codoreed it ovor to s Soucar, eventually

got it cashed at a discount by Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co., in Madras, and they
recovered the money through the Treasury st Calicut. Veermwmy Pillay bas
beon apprcbcndcd and most of this money recovered, and this part of the eiubez-
slement is now baing enqmred into by the Commumoner of Police, Major Tennant,
I was returning from a tour in South Tmnevelly when I first lxeard of Mr. Turn.-
bull's sbeence and the wapxcxon of embezzlements ; I hastoned to Madras, and have

- seen Major Tennant and given him all the mformatxon necessary. The transactions

with the Mysoro merchants cannot be taken up by the Police here, and I now purpose
starting at once for Mysore and Wynaad, and thoroughly investigating this more

~important part of the embezzlcmenu vnth Mr. Cherry, who has already taken the

matter in hand. - I am quite convinced there must be some fraud on the part of the

~ morchants ; they would hardly have given such large sums in advance to an Esst
! Indian Overseer in Mysore out of bis district, unless they were to be mado great .
* geiners by the transaction ; the price fixed on the timber is higher thas usual, but -

the merchants may have reccived reccipts for larger sums than they actusally paid,
and if we can prowe transactions of this nature wo should not be responsible for the
advances they have chosen to make to Mr. Turnbull ; and one man writes that he
bas paid more than the amount of his receipts, which is suspicious and points to
bribory, Vecrasawmy Pillay is witness to some of the contracts, and Lo could pro-
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Proctedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, .

G6th March 1869).

. bably give full information re
. chauts, and perhaps some clue
+ been led away by Mr. Tambull

b)’ the f]‘n“d," unlexs he h(lsrcc . od . .
ito Mr. Turabull. I would cived @ portion of the money paid by tho merchauts

"allowed to tury approver at o

garding Br. Turnbull's transactions with tho mer

uco.

I may Lere mention that Mr. Turnbull bas been

-ment, and huw always some Gvo years in tho Depart-

Lorne & high character for honesty
' : ao . : Y, and belongs to a most
. Tespoctable family in Mudrus 3 ho wax in fndependent clmr;;o of Madura and & por-

- towof Tinnevelly for four years, when it was proposed to reinove Lioutenant Fuller-
< ton to Madura and Tinnevelly, and placo Wynaad for the present under @ first Cluss
s Oversoer. ..\lr. Turnbull was transferred to this Range, lio then

_~ good ch:txﬁcato from the Collector of Madura, and the Collector of Tinnovelly

has mentioned him most fuvorably ; shortly after Licutenaut Fullerton assumed

f‘:xurgo of .tho Madura District it came to light that M. Turnbull's Tunber Dvpbt
: e“c::)::fu in that Rnng.;o.had boen carcleasly kept ; neither ] nor Livutenant Fullorton
. rtained any suspicion of dishonesty, us a suin beyond tho amount tho timber
( (removed) had been valued at wus paid into tho Treanury ;

received a very

wd puid in the moncy.

) _ d remain under susponsion till Lo bad
18 Madura Accounts, I then o} \ ‘

responsiblo Officer for the ¢
wus some delny uhout thig . ur the char

;o;bo appointed in every Gazette, I did not think it

ad 'mudc all Arrangements for in Soutl
Vo):\cr:.xtumu were supposed to Lo going on in
district with the relioving Ofticer on iy re

nocesaary to put off a tour that
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turn from Tinnevelly, thin unfortunatcly

i had gouo off without

cep him in independent’

strongly recommend, thercfore, thut ho should Lo’

ftained tho sunction of
50 of this Rango ; thero
expecting the relioving Officer

Tinncvolly, more particularly so as no
the Wynaad, and I arrunged to vinit the .

get a considerallo start; I received no anawers

l\ M . ' -
* joining, the embczzlcmtol:\vt: ::::) ‘&l:tcirlzo"‘l:“lcc;{ e . Cherry shortly ufter ™
: v v N 't. ; . sha te nn X , .
4 ;’!:::r:ﬁ\t:: : he case at Mysore and in W)’nnnd, an}l it ';:0:", fultlty- \\';0:; : :‘:“: '
; prowent ar our Department can be held renponiyy) natter of doubt n ;
s Ings with the merchants, . ponstble for Mr. Turubull's deul- *
: L —_— . '
No. 165, | o
0. 165 Oxper THEREON, Gth March 18gg No. 694 .
’ » Ug, [ 4
F c . Coe
) oreets, No. 8. 1. The Itight Honorable the Go-

vernor iy Couneil r

80 weri( e
t, and desires ¢ know fr:::: l;[:;,r:hl wop haa tuken placo

beddone what checks

. charge of Runges
© 1 the present instance,

tgrets to learn llmt- :
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
' Gth March 1869,

2. -Though Major Beddome's reporffis silent on the subjoct, the Government

are aware that endcavours are being made by the Police for the apprehension of -

Mr. Turnbull, and it is to be hoped that they may prove successful. It is undoubt-
edly desirable that if possiblo, the Sub-Overseor should be induced to disclose all
he knows of the several transactions, as in all probability he is quite aware of the
circumstances under which Mr. Turnbull obtained such large advances from the

Mysore merchants, and if fraudulent conduct on their part could be proved, the
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upon for & report through tho Board of Revenue.

linbility of Government for Mr., Turnbull's contracts could certainly not be main-
tained. It is not clear, however, how he could become an approver, unless Mr.

Turnbull is apprehended and brought to trial. '

3. The Government do not understand why the cheque in favor of Veera- .

sawmy was eventually cashed at the Calicut Treasury, when it had boe.n originally
rofuscd at Manantoddy ; but on this point the Collector of Malabar will be called

4." The Government approve of the Acting Conservator's proceedings as now

- * reported, but they desire to know why he permitted Mr. 'I‘urn'bull to remain in
.. charge of the Wymaad after he had ascertained that his Accounts in the Madura and

Tinnovelly Range were unsatisfactory. It was clearly Major B.eddome's duty to
have made known to Government that he was dissatisfied with Mr. Turnbull,
personally, when he sddressed them on the 12th September 1808, requesting that

* an Assistant Conservator might be nominated to Wynaa@. -

= (True Extract.)
.. .. (Signed) R. A.DALYELL,
B Acting Secretary to Government.

To the Officiating Conservator of Forests.
+s» the Board of Rovenue. °
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