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A Proceedzno's of the Aladras Government, Revenue Department
21s¢ December 1869.

| N 0. 290, Read the followmcr Procecdings of the Board of’?'evenue, dated 20th

l\member 18G9, No.: 8778 —_

Read the following letter from the Officiating Collector of the Kistna District, to
! the Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Narsarowpett, 15th
October 1809, Extra No. 184, ’

In my letter, dated Btk September 18(39 No..277, 1eportmﬂ' as Commissioner

" under Act. XXXVIL of 1850, on certain charwes brought against Deputy-Collec-

tor V. Venkatachelam Puntulu, I made some remarks with reference to the system
that prevalls in many of -the towns of this and, I believe, the Godavery District

- of raising funds for the support of temples, the feeding of Brahmins, and other

similar purposes by the levy of tolls, fees, or russums, on all the produce or goods
brought into or sent out of the towns, or on the daily transaction of buymfr and
selling,

2 These, fees are introduced in the first place at the suggestion of some
influential man. - He persuades a number of the merchants of the town to give a
Danapaita or deed of gift, bmdmn* themselves to allow these fees to be collected
in all transactions in which they are concerned, or on all cartsladen with produce
or goods coming to them or despatched by them. The Danapatta is considered
‘binding not only on the parties who sign it, but their descendants to all genera-
tions, Once a combination of this kind is established, the voluntary element is

very qmcLly lost sight of. - The collection of the tolls or fees is common]y leased
~out to the Lhighest Lidder,” und 1t 13 niot"to e wondered at thut~when the demand

of such fees is made on strann'ers, or on parties who werc no partics to the Dana-

Imiia, the lessee of the fee does not explain that payment is entircly voluntary on -
their part. In short, the fees are collected like an authorized cess, and every

- pressure put on the parties who show any recluctance to conform to the custom of -

the place. :
3. I was recently at MuLtlyala, hmh up on the Kistna Rwer, on the borders

of the Hyderabad territory, and found there some half dozen boats laden with salt
unloading. The salt had been brought from Nizampatam by tcanal to Bezwada,
and from thence the boats were towed up the Kistna—a journey occupying about
six weeks. . I entered into conversation with the trader who was bringing up the
salt to take into the mtenor There appears to be a large quantity of salt annually

- taken up by this méans in spite of the difficulties of this mode of transit, but

what the man chiefly complained of to me was the exactions made upon lnm in
the way of fees when landing the salt at Muktiyala. He said he had to pay
Rupees 1-4-0 for every large boat, and 12 annas  for every small one, which fees
went to the Jagayapeta Temple. . He had also to give ‘4 seers for the temple-,
at Muktiyala, four seers for Brahmins, and four seers for Dancing girls. Ile stated
that their fees were always ¢ collected by the Curnums and were a great tax on the
tradars. I asked whether the payment was not voluntary He stated that if the
fees were not properly paid on demand the boats would be at once cut adrift from
their' moorings, and they would not be allowed to land the salt. I sent for the
_Curnum, who admitted the collection of the fees, but pleaded that they were per-
fectly voluntary, except on those who had signed the Danapatia or their children,
and the fees be urged have been collected for many years. Alll could do was to -
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according to the Acting Collectdr, has its origin in a “ Dana-
ain merchants bind themselves to allow fees to
be collected in all transactions in which they are concerned, or on all carts laden
with produce and goods coming to them or despatched by them. - The scope of
this Danapatta is extended until its real purport is quite lost sight of, and it becomes
a cloak for extortion. That the imposition of the cesshas been toa certain extent
systematized is shown by the fact that its collection is sometimes leased out.

3. The Government regret that this practice, which must have been long
known to the Police, should not have been brought to their notice before.

4 The Board’s suggestion, regarding the issue of a proclamation setting

‘2. The practice,
patta” or deed of gift, by which cert:

forth the illegality of the cess, should be at once carried out. The Acting Colléctor
and Magistrate should promulgate the proclamation in question in all places where
ughly

the dues are enforced, in order that the true nature of the tax may be thoro
understood by all classes for the future. '

5. With the same object the Inspector-
instructions to his officers. :

. 6. The Government concur with the Board as to t
inquiries in the case mentioned in paragraph 3 of the Collector’s letter, with the

view of prosecuting the parties implicated for extortion, if there is any prospect

of bringing the charge home to them.

7. A copy of these Proceedings should be forwarded to all Collectors, and

District should be requested to state
whether a similar abuse exists within his jurisdiction, as is alleged in rparagraph 1

of Mr. Boswell’s letter. .
8. Paragraph 5 of the Collector’s

Public Works Department.

letter will receive consideration in the

(True Extract.)
(Signed)” R. A. DALYELL,
Acting Secretary to Government.

To the Doard of Revenue.’
,, the Inspector-General of Police.

"~ ,, the Public Works Department.

Fxd. . L. Bantlcman..
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