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Proceedings of the Madras (Gorernment. Revenue Department,
L S 5th February 1869, = "

[,

M0.109.  Read the fullowing letter from W. 8. WHITESTDE, ‘Esq, Madras Ciri

Madras, dated Tanjore, 19th N ovember 1868 :—

1. I'have the homor to acknowledge receipt of the Proceedings of GS\:érﬁmeqt,
“dated 24th September 1868, No. 379, forwarding, for such observations as T might

" . Service, to the Acting Secretary to Government, Revenuo Department,

- desire to offer, a letter, dated 20th J aly IéGS; from Mr. Reade, Collector of South

-Arcot, to the address of the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, giving cover to two
communications from his Sub-Collector, Mr. Hathaway, on the subject of the dwarf

iron plonghs that were supplied in 1866 for the use of certain ryots of the Sub-
division of that District, and to sabmit the following remarks for the consideration
_of His Excellency the Governor in Council.

2. - Mr, ‘Hathaway, in the letters which formed the enclosures to that of
Mr. Reade, recommended very strongly that the iron ploughs in question should be
received back again by Government from the purchasers, and the cost refunded to
them, on the grounds, first, that ploughs of that description were utterly unsuited for-
agricultural purposes in this country ; and, second, that the ryots never réally wanted

" the plotighs, and had only been induced to express thieir willingness to purchase,

because ““ a certain amount of pressure had been put: upon them” to that end : and

Mr. Reade, in transmitting Mr. Hathaway’s letters, supported his recommendations,
- and at the same time brought prominently to the notice of the Revenue Board that

* the ploughs, which had been so anxiously sought by the late Sub-Collectors
* Mr. Whiteside, were never brought into use during that officer’s tenure of office ;"
and that “ the fact that the ploughs, till recently, had never been used, and the

“f opinion of the Sub-Collector that sz certain amount of pressure was put on the

“ryots, in order to obtain their willingness to buy them, is certainly in contrast with

~““ the eagerness evinced by his predecessor, Mr. Whiteside, in having them made up

“ and sent for distribution.” | _
3. The obvious inference to be drawn from these remarks of Mr. Reade’s, if

’they mean anything, is that I, while Sub-Collector of _Soutfi Arcot, either desiring
to proélix‘e for myself a spurious reputation of being a zealous and good Revenue

Officer, or for some other private motive improperly made use of my official autho-

" rity to extort from the ryots of my Sub-division unwilling applications for agri-

cultural implements that were unsuited to their requirements, and which, when they

they were eventually sent from Madras for distribution, my - interest in the matter
suddenly vanished, and during the remainder of my tenure of ofﬁce‘ as Sl:lb-COUGC-,
tor I negligently omitted to make any use of the’ ploughs, to obtain which I h_ad_
professed so great anxiety. L A _ SR

} 4. I will now briefly draw the attention of Government to the correspondence

" which passed on the subject of these ploughs, and which I feel conﬁdefxt will con- -
_vince His Excellency in Council that Mr. Reade has cast upon my ofﬁcm} char:%cte;' ‘
" an imputation not only unfair to me, his late subqrdina?e, but also Incorrect, Inas-

“much as it is opposed to the real facts of the case, as evinced by letters that w ere. m :

i

his own office at the time when he so addressed the Board of Revenue. *

5. Onthe 8th April 1865, Mr. Reade published a notification in the District
Gazette, calling for written applications from xyots and other land-holders for the

+

. wero received, could not be made use of by the applicants; and further that, when

. N oo “v‘,ﬁMﬁunvwvr‘“ -
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¢ O S hstriets, and which, if ay): re cle?S}rous of seeing int v i Vol ' ‘ - 7
: “Ould, he stated, b 1 applled for Wwithin one yoa fb roduced mto the vari- % ; ii‘ implement I . e .
' that applicatio » b€ supplied at certyiy i-educéd r year from the dato of that not; ? 4 R 1p 1,} was recommending to them, and with it I looked forward to carrying :
" Officers in eharns for. t?xe Ploughs should 1 Ztes then specified ; ang Le direc]:\e Li ; \ out a series of experiments, which Thoped would be as successful as those conducted
{ Tahsildars e ﬂij é)\f }?l‘i’l&ons, On the 0tk id; m}llmltted througl, ¢, e Euro ;n ; by Mr. H. 8. Thomas had proved in the adjacent District of Salem.” In my letter, 3
" Collector's noﬁﬁcatlil division, mdesg-ing thern 10 :COIQSued‘a Circulas Takid ffthe N - No. 641, dated 2nd Sep'tember 1865, I informed the Collector that I required the ;
- 10 roport to mg if m;n to the chief ryots and e Mei“mln‘gnlcate the purport of the ! . Plfl’;ghs’ to .bg of the lightest description, as being best suited to the ordinary 3
. LY person desired to & SETAsSIdars iR thein a1 - . L " cultivation. R S B -
b 6. Qn the 26th idem I addr to purchase one of the ren. heiy .['alogks,‘ and g " 8. .The plouchs thus . ‘ . * I ;
. With reference tq his notj » L addressed to My, Readé.m le e pIOughs ‘ © ( b 18 pougls thus applied for woro not received, and o the 28th Novem- ‘
g 1ce ! Y \J " < £ 3 p h g - ‘ . . 4
84 to the nature of the plouf:II; t‘l;e qclzette, 0 be ful‘nisli deit'iz No. 28, requosting, ! ¥ Be;t ; 6;)},1 I wrote to .Mr.‘ Reade my lctter, I?.o. 877, reminding him that none had been )
? 'C“H.l\’ation, &e., &e., and M: I,{l Sd siz_e, .Whether it wag ﬂmorr:} SPQCIﬁc‘ info l‘math?n ‘ ‘1 | »nz 9 ,th at the cultivation season was rapidly passing away,and I pointed out thnt? :
me m reply that {he iron p.loxfjh e ln Lig letter,iNo_ 306, datedsglrjeld 'for dry orwet | ’ - )16315 lcji’nwe:'le f?nga;-ded very speedily, the r-yots would be obliged to keep the :
: }mfpro‘,e(.l Oulf'lx atlon in thig coul:xtl a3 specially adapted tq tl . idem, informed : ;‘j % f'il'u ; 18(56 ig dgubeﬂ o many months afler t}’lelf receipt. Again, on the 12th Feb- |
wlormation I at once commun J> and was intended fop’ b ¢ Tequirements of . g b o -y rossed to Mr. Reade my lptter, No. 98, to the same effect, and I then :
Tahsildars, but knowine thatémted to’ the ryoty of the & ull(-)ck draught,” phis : 4 ' | e.gqu that if even one or two of the ploughs I had asked for were completed they . :
Mr. 1L, S Thomas fh'eOSub A olquel'lhompg()n,the Rem Ub-dlx'1§i0n: through the ‘h\ S might be' sent to me at once, in order that I might myself superintend experi-
Tuents in cultivation wig), th- Ollectoﬁ of Salem, Lag been(:‘lnt Agent gt Oossoor, and. It ~ments with them when the ground was softened by the usual showers in April.
™ 2 110 ! o : [] £ < . ° -
May_ ].8(),), my letter, No 310118;\? ploughs» I wrote to Colonbilged in inakine experi } - | 9‘. T}leafz letters, howevef-, produced no effect, and on the 14th June 1866, I
; Teceiving a reply T goqiy p » for particulars conncetag e Thompson, on the 511 o - }nz'xde over charge of the Sub-division to Mr. 0. B. Irvine, and left the District on :
No. 398, whore g0 addressed him ‘ with the ) Lot P privilege leave, and up to that date not 1 : -'
i » Wherein I specially on the gp Jun Ploughs, and pot { - A P ate not one  plough had been received from Madras. 3
+ Ploughs th ALY requested to 1, e followin ! i During my absence Mr. Reade, on the 5th i : : ‘ $
; g on under trial waq st e e informeq which 8 inmy leiter, an ) y cade, on the 5th July, informed Mr. Irvine that seven of . ;
B :?lost desirable that the question Shﬂulilted for Nunjap ltivag of the three kinds of ° O g t',he new ploughs had been despatched by the Revenue Board, and directed him to dis- %
0 . on,’ | * g " ini W ; : ~ : :
e Talok, whary (g 7 SCHIed, b qu 2 465 | gl hibute the ploughato the ryots for whom they wero intended, aud colleet the cost -~
3 CO8Te 1o purchase ployghs, o 1¥aton is almost gxelye: AUse several ryots in }L ) + from them. Mr. Irvine issued orders to this effect on the 27th July and 7th August
imperfect information they w 1% and it wop)g be ve clustvely wet, had expres } § i ‘to the Sub-division Tahsildars. '~ - ‘ : S .
N . . Yere supmli .y TY unf ) 8~ v ‘ : ' . - - tL- - ;
; lands, and 1. also similarly addl'ef;zilg‘d with g kin ofimple;?ll‘etunate if, owing to - | 1 N ‘dIO. Onlthe 15th Augl.ht, I resumed charge of the Sub-division, and as Mr. .- 3
, *Lette; N L M, I s, Thomas o ;}1:7 Ifnsmte(; to their ‘;: : o 0?{? eg‘vas 11\;IlenI s?\(erely il I, at the. same time, took charge of the Collector’s s
, PiaeXods  etter, No,ggg. oy S dayin my! | | . Ofice from Mr. Irvine, and conducted Lis work, in addition to my own, until the 6th.
: thos SR . | "~ plied to me oy tilé 15'(?16 Thompsoﬁ res: | 1N }"fI write from memory as to the date up to September 1866,* when I finally handed- :
: 08¢ gentlemen asgured me t] o~ Thomas op g, ; ‘June,*:and Mr, b . .- Whick I retained charge of the Collector’s over the Sub-division to Mr. Irvine, and
© triod by them with sues 3t the lightest decamiose. 24th idem,t ang enn e ) " " office - - - , ‘ _ )
" of th BuCCess; and wag g,k eseription of irop 1’ nd each of 3 § 1 AR ) . took up my new- appointment of Judge
ings zfct(;un;{ry( On the 22nq 3y ay 1 Sﬁsmibly adapted to ), ordri)noaugh had been i { | ~ of the Court of Small Causes at Cuddalore. - -During the short time that intcrvened - -
tobt > ¢ Rele\ evenuq'Bpard, for October 1’86491‘:11;&%?(1 from the Yvolum;y :Mtwatlon 3 ,‘.;i ‘between my return from leave and transfer to the Small Cause Court, I was never
{ i venue Board on hig experimenty Wit’h‘ C report gent, by Mr I]_‘OS PI"Occed- : ; ‘{ ‘ + . once. out of Cuddalore ; for the duties of Mr. Reade’s office necessarily imposed on -
 catis ti iereof to the Tallsilda,.s of the Sul, (‘11" the dwarf Plolighg,‘ and '-flhoxna‘s‘ 4 ‘\ Y -mea heavy additional amount of work, which required my presence constantly at ,
it 1¢ contents to the ryots, and report ev Vision, who were Ol'dered“fés-ent trang. 1 . r! 3 ... head quarters.” .’ N 3 ) ‘ h 7 e |
L o them foi' ploughs,” "~ Co élltuany if'any applications “fqmm‘gn}. 4 o . - 11.. 1 respectfully submit that the. correspondence, I have now quoted shows, .
(. - 7. Tive applications fop iron ployel o o vere made K o ! " conclusively, that when I first began to invite applications for the iron ploughs, I
i chellum Talook, and six Ploughs were mage & oo - . Ly * ‘was ‘only acting in obedience to the express order of my superior officer; and that ™ :
‘ ‘ n that of Chellump om ryots in t] Vv } it ,was ony e ot P J SUP ' 3
N . \ ‘ rum, and, when writip e to M Ile irda- 3 . - even when I did s6, I was most cautious not to order a single plough to be made :
cT o LetterN x tlh r. R d g R - = . PRI - ._.."" . ! c e o . - : )
! + 0,435 e 19th Junet ¢ eade on ¢ e ‘up until, in reply to inquiries of mine, I received positive assurances from Mr. ;
: o _ . ' 0 L TR N ;
- two othe C up in M. ' Qrdor thel?? to be ma, i : Reade himself, and also from other officers who really knew what they were writing ;
- T PloughS, one fO p Lfddras’ I added .. : dO . (‘g f 7 ‘ e ¥ i B . y y =] “
- who has land whigl ), T Mr, Pedroza, the District Moone: 3 requisition for J 7 about, that the ploughs were admirably adapted for the requirements of the country, ;
- that Thad apy I, d ¢ cultivates himself very intelligent] Oo‘nm.ﬁ' of Chellumbryy,’ 3; ? " both as regards the description of soil, the means of draught, &c., and that I was s0 ;
“ more encours };' 1 a.!: al;l to cultivate, but simp] ?) > and one for mygelf ; no;, T ' - convinced of the fact that I ordered one of the same ploughs for myself, where- &
P Be Iy ryots if they saw that Ididn 5; oanse 1 thought i, would the fi ? . with to conduct experiments in the presence of the ryots, - That more than once I - . ;
D L R Ob myself hesitate to purchase the e " protested against the excessive delay that was taking place, on the ground that the
T e e | S Lo e S e ploughs would be sent at such a time of the year that they could not be made use of -
R RO ! i 3 ; ‘ S R . oo o o .
3 P ’\.
- ‘ . -
Twe sy "‘}"‘ “* ':’ "5,({ J;S‘j"éﬂ-‘s{;*-w ﬂhx;& (S R, .u..uii’_‘:;l__‘; bowen e — “"““‘"‘;“““‘*‘-‘w *;—-ﬂ‘«e«h.‘l::._:',_' e
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, ‘ edings of the Madras GGovernment, Revenue Depar tinent 3 . Sth February 1865. 1
: . ] "~ 5th Febryar 1869. o ’ " \ ‘ : |
L M”*;‘“"“’:‘M*--~mw y 69. - - < ;‘ . . ) /’z.
:'itf 5 T e e e D Do made an attempt with such unfortunate results, it is certain that, for a very .
- » - ' . L . Ce e ; : R i N A . v e . i
: ;1 Em]any mon_thb_‘ after their receipt.  Further, that thoge ploughs- that § 1ti i Lo long time to come, the rybts of that Sub-division will turn a deaf ear to
» mately s ; X - : wer - ‘ - . R
" and a.x): (:il:ufaznteoﬂlresthe whole country wag burnt up by an unusually dry s:alslotilx g’ 1 ; 1 every suggested change. That this very plough sl'lould Lave succeeded so well
P I wasm el Ii)n } make use of then} then would of course, have bheeq futife K whilé 7 j } ; when handled by Colonel Thompson and Mr. Thomas in S,alem,' and be so favorably i
UL yseliin charge fo_ the Sub-division for barely. three ks nf SN - 3 ' oy reported on by Mr. Willix in North Arcot, and Mr. Keess in South Arcot, and :
o Tee a1 unable 6 attompt ang agringlca e o CF Y return | Lo hould then be declared Iy worthless by Mr. Hathaway in the same Distriet
i having to do . Reade's any agricu .turz}} €Xperiments, in consequence u'fz o4 should then be declared so utterly worthless 'y‘* r: athaway iet,
L 12, If, before —he endchl'l:r:}nf\;mce work, in addition to my own. o b ' Y is certainly a most singular fact, and which it is difficult to account for, supposing
. o Y sucorsed Mr. Hathaway's opinion so read;] : i ' that the experiment was carried out in a friendly spirit, and that the plough had
i referred, as hé coulq easily have do readily, Mr, Reade had ! . R . g

he would have done mo, Y ot ne, to the correspondence proving these facts ° : really a fair trial. It should be borne in mind that the ploughs T ordered were to

1 Y > S ¥ 5 . . . . . .

© “have been spared ¢l necgsg.tsuf mit, l?gt_ stuple justice ; while Government would 3 Lo be of the smallest size and lightest description—a kind of plough that no farmer in
S LI regards my e:s‘g olr callmg on me for thi explanation. § ' his senses would ever think of making use of on land “not thoroughly cleared,
£ "if my having sp:;ker{ froel? o 1na.l})10h@vmm n the matter, T Liaye only to say that. . é but which has stumps of trees, masses of rock, and piles of stones all over it.”
! an . . . < Sdy a 3 ~ .. . .
" offered cncouragerent 1o twom't <t31ut he?tatlou n favor of the new plounhse .m(i 4 But it is because of its unfitness for such work that Mr. Hathaway now so emphati-
N or three land-holdeps wiih: TTeT \ . Lo : ss in thi
‘ apply for them, can bo called “ making use oy “i “‘191’ S with' whom | conversed to. : L, cally condemns the iron plough as useless in this country.

guilty to the accusation, ° pressure p

" .
of pre > | must undoubted
M6 time confesy that T ha

ud duty of 5 Revenue Officey.,
uty of every public servant

aced in hig
Y Arises, in sugeoesti

17. T would here, however, observe that it would be well if inquiry were
made as to whether the seven ploughs made at the Madras Mint, and sent for distri-
bution to the ryots on my requisition, were constructed according to the exact size

and pattern indicated in my letter, No.
* Paragraph 7 supra. 641, of the 2nd September 1865.% 2Mr.

ly plead ¥
ve lamentably mis-" }
:I have hitherto considered !
80 employed to study carefully
charge, and to spare |

e

-

directing and assisting

-
CEER GNP P

Vo b ke A Y e B ke e 7y
o

the efforts of ng such improvemcﬁts and ‘Reade, in the notification published in =
. oy 8 g . 4 { e . o . . : : s
enable the community tq extrica’:\,z ]tf}‘lf(')bo who accept his advice, ag may’ best . / { the District (azette, wherein he first invited applications for the iron ploughs, 4
.. N < - Y 3 itse . g y . . . . . i
k sunk ﬂu'ough pre_judiCC, or i"‘nm"int: a,nmerl{'f " the o Broove into which i has - : 1 Plough, 1 ; 5 11:)' f& 7 "peciied the cost of the various P - %
i . - [ ) « A - . . ¥ & LYY Y] 1 1 4 3
i to apply for the new ploushs, T asteq o u’sao'e' ar}d, N encouraging my ryots ( 1 DO(;lg 1, r?xfa?l?m{f ...... 2g ! s noted in the margin; but the cost_ pf 3
., the system T enduavoured to 'follo'{v d oy yt? bhis belief, ang in accordanco with, 1 Do small........... 2497 cach plough that las been supplied i1
T JURRAR , C aring the whole + . ) A : s has ; .
% Sou§11 Areof. S s 1_{10&, time T was Sub-Collector of | : N . t.o the ryots h:m beo?l,. I am informed, e 1
‘ Lo It is, no doulyt infinitels Joc { L ' S e ! s Rupees 35. . It is truo that the cost of carriage was to be in addition to the actual ‘ :
- . N ? . ks l:e ¥ less tro s T ’ ' oL N . \ € e :
i this kind, to leave the Nitive Commu'n\ityatg h};};}:s_omtet to abstain from aly efforts of price of the plough, but Mr. Reade was careful to state that * when a number i3
. R ‘ve 1 ]

. - . A . ’ . . e M 33 m . o
chooses, and to depredate 3y actinn S own condition as it ordered, the cost of carriage will be very trifling.”  The seven ploughs were sent

-y
e A e L e LY Py o T W

1 : A 1 ‘ T
) ‘ ) : . . . ¢an or . . . . i ;
officials on the score of thereby avoidinzr“mterfel €0ce on the part of Governmont ; , _all at once, it can hardly, the.refore, be supp.oscd that u.pward.s of Rupees 10 has iF 4
. to express the belief that the Districts adu; Pressure,” andso forth ; but T venture | 'been. added on account of carriage fo the original cost price of cach plough.  But i
7wl inviu-i;lbly be found ‘backward iy 'inl)mmstercd Ly officers ‘holding this Opinion j if this has not hoen the oy ¥ I8 cloar that & difforent kind of plongh Laz becn s g
. v, R . . rov SRR TR N . r 9 . o 4 :_J
tenacious in th.““' adhercnce to hol 1 habit f:{n‘ (flrs?tts pf every kind, and the people | | ma%e. ule to that ordered by me, and Mr. Hathaway’s failure can be then casily ‘ f
15.. My own experience as a R oS L g explaincd. > 7 E
- > eve . . o -t . . . f E
not. really so Obstmatoly prejudiced 1. fnue Officer ha? §hown me*that the ryots are = * . 18. .I have only, in conclusion, to offer Government my sincere thanks for the / 2
} thé fashion to represent them : t} avor (.-)f all their ancient ways as it hag been - ; opportunity they have now so kindly afforded me of defending my official conduct !
. makine chances ] > Fey are cerba:m'ly Chﬂdi-"m)’ fanciful anq timid abont % c against an imputation which, coming from the officer under whom I worked zealously ; A
§ TAEng changes in what they have been accustomed to, byt with propey | t dou ! \ ; for so nany years, has been very grievous fo me. Messrs. Reade and Hathaway's i v
; end judicious encouragement “they would dg a pood g ] pey “eading ¢ o . S . : . . ;4
L e that the nromae: 5 g ¢al, and the moment he per-.. letters have been published in the volume of Proceedings of the Revenue Board, bt
¢ ceves tha Lhe Plopooed ‘ch%?nge 13 really likely to be advantageous to hig interests, - ! N 7 and I trust that Government will be pleased to do me the favor of allowing this iL
; -xnore esp-ecm.lly asr egards his purse, no onc can be more keenly alive to the advisa, ‘ l\é r { my reply to be similarly made public, with such final order as they may eventually e
‘_b}hty of improving on Lis old practice than the ryot of the present day 3 1 b pass thereon. ‘ ~ | i
16. Convinced of this, I endeavoured and (I have pleasure in believin ) ;‘ ; | f 19. The Proceedings of Goverm.nent, to which I ha,x;e. now the honor to reply, .
ceeded in obtmmng the confidence of the more intellicent ryots in the Sub dg "S}IC-, 1 Do reached me when I was busy preparing for my mo've om‘ Chingleput .to Tanjore, - r. ' j
of South Arcot, and that was the reason why so mifl- of tl S sion 1y f and after my arrival here the making myself acquaidted with the working of this — E
recommendation, and: e&p'réssed ﬂl&il‘-'x‘eadincz; to . )lr L 1m responded to my } J Court prevented ‘my turning my attention for some tims to more personal matters, «\ i
" That its introduction: has, in the hands of'mb < ae trial of the new plough. - ; - ! and some delay then occurred in obtaining from the office of the Sub-Collector in \; i
¢ . . ' s SUC O : N ;
 failare T can only regard as an une califiod Y hy cessor, proved 80 complete g E j S ( 3 5
: SRR [nahiied misfortune; for, aftor having once o .
e e R "““:\‘3\—» n"--—-m,\;»m ~.‘<"\ ; s a,’v::‘-m L ' a > Z 3 ' : - ¥ §>
R S ot i ‘4 K . R ‘\ L
' { st : R\
T L 1'1 '"'7—‘" 7 N A L YL A 2 S PP A “in [W% pe

NN # IEYS B S :'.\""")‘WO Wad Y‘(‘;
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Proceedings of the 3

TR TN

Ladras Government,

Revenue Depa};tment.
5th February 1869, '

South Arcot the numbers, dates, <. e., of tho correspondence I have mentioned and
‘quoted in this letter, the.despatch of which has conse

quently, been delayed much
“longer than I expected or wished. ] o

‘No. 110,

OrpER THIREOK, ,5tli Februéu-y 1869, No. 316.

Misclmeoms, © . . Th'e Righ!: Honorable tl.xe Governor
- In Council considers Mr. Whiteside's ex-

. | planation to be perfectly satisfactory. ‘
. 2. Paragraph 2 of Mr, Reade’s letter, dated 20th J uly 1868, No. 175, recorded
;in the G. O. under date 241311 September 1868, No. 2,475, must evident.ly have been
‘written without sufficient information, The Acting Sub-Collector, Mr. Hathaway,
;'in a more recent letter hag already expressed his regret that his first letter, upon
which Mr. Reade founded his remarks, should have been read as conveying the idea
that pressure had been used by his predecessor. )
3. When replying to the G. 0., under date 21st Janﬁary 1869, No. 175, the
Board of Revenue will state how, in their opinion, the rejected plou’trhs shoul,d be
disposed . of, and they will be -good enough in the meantime to ascetx)'ta.in whether
the prec?se dfzscription of plough applied for by Mr. Whiteside wag supplied or not.
c (True Extract.) ) \

e (Signed) ™ R ATDALYELL, ¢
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