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- Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Dé})d%tment,
| " 14¢h December 1869. | o |

_ Read thé following papérs P

No. 180.  From the Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, 'to the Chief Sccretary
* to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 21st September 1869.

THE Chambexj' have had"!_l‘n\lcr‘conaidézl"é.tion Act-X VI, of 1369, ttp ShOl‘i‘en -

the time for landing goods,” and have observed that, by the amended Section 52 of

the Consolidated Customs Act, the proceduré in respect of goods not landed within .
des for the number of working days not exceeding fifteen,

the time allowed provi r the
being, from time to time, appointed by the Local Government by Notification in
the Official Gazette. . o . ) B o

2 After mature deliberation the Chamber have desired me to gsolicit the
Government to authorize the Collector of Sea Customs to act upon a notice of a

lien on goods immediately on arrival in the case of all steamers, and three days

after they have commenced to discharge in the case of sailing vessels.

P gty
-

FORWARD‘ED to the Board of Revenﬁe f0r~‘the_ir observations.
“ . . (Signed) B R. VA. D;&LYEIJL,

. Fort SAINT GEORGE,
Acting Secretary to Government.

94 th September 1869.
Procéedipgs of the Board of Revenue, dated 99n<1~0ctobe;- 1860

T Noo 7,870, e
om the qulector' of Sea Customs, to the Acting Secre-
d of Revenue, dated Madras, 12th October 1869,

gl g T

No. | 181

Read the following letter fr
tary to the Boar
No. 1,047. .
Boaxp's Proceedings, 11th instant. . | |

9. Ihave the honour to state that I see no objection to the request of the
Chamber of Comimerce being complied with. - :

 Inthis]
to the course proposed by the Chamber of Commerce ; namely, that in fixing, under

Act XVIL of 1869, the period within which, if goods be not landed, they should be
Liable to detention at the Custom-house })n notice of a lien for freight, ete., the
local Government should declare, that 1n the case of steamers goods must be

landed ammediately; an

g 1o disclarge €argo -~ " e |
2, The Board cannot concur in the recommendation of the Chamber of

Commnierce, and are of opinion that the just interests of the public demand that
reasonable time should be allowed to consignees to clear goods at their own expense.
The adoption of the periods specified would place in the hands of steamers’ and

furnish them

claim as remuncration. , | |
3. The Board have reason to know, that even under the present law great

plaints arc made of exorbitant demands on the part of steamer agents, who

with a summary wode of enforcing payment of whatever they might

otter tho Collector of Sea Customs reports that he sees no objection.

d in the case of sailing vcssels within three days of their com-

a power of landing without option allowed to the consignee, and
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on ’d.e aluval of the steamer to land goods and deliv
tlnt the system has worked well and given rise o no Complamtb

, moreover, it secmed opposed to the principle of the law, w
~alford ald to shipmasters and agents untll aft er the oce
;1\art of conswnces :

Proceedmn's of t/ze J‘Iadras Government I’ebenu,e Department,
: 14tk December 1869.

endeavour to secure a monopoly of the busmoss of landmrr and to turn it to the
best account. : ,

4.  The Board are clear]y of opinion, that in the case of steamers at out-ports

" a permd of not less than twelve hours’ dthrrht sho"ld be .allowed, and at Madras-

of forty-cight hours yand in the case of sailing vesscls they would advocate a
peuod of four da)s at out-ports, and eight dftys at '\Iadr%. -

No. 182, Pmceedm gs of the Board of Revenue, dated 16th November 1869.

- Read the followmv letter from the Colloctor of Sca Customs, to the Actlnfr Sccre-'

tary to the Loa1d of Rev cnue, dated 1\Iadxas 2nd November 1869, No. 1 110

Wira reference to paragraph 3 of the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue

: dltbd 22nd October 1669 No. 7,870, I have the honour to inform you that all

- achaoe arriving by the  steamers
P. and O Compa'av P Y
Messageries Imperiales Company

L. 1 8. XN. Lompsny -margin, (the only ones whose steamers

ply here regularly,) are landed by the

. several d”GHtS lmmedn’cely on the arrival of their steamers, and dehvel ed to con-

signees.  This s system appears to have wor Lod satisfactorily in Madras, as no com-
plamfb were ever brought to me. against it.© I further ‘beg to add that the English

2 and Franeh steamers re.nmn in this roadstéad at most -iwelve hours,. ,and those of
Cthe B. I SN, Company, two days. I therefore think that the opinion c*qnebsed
. in pm'\"raph 4 of the Proceedings above noticed, regarding the time to Le allowed

+ for steamers to land goods, will be unsultable to the 1cqu1rements of the steam-
‘ trade oi this Port. . .

‘\Lmn
TLED to Govel mment in contmuatmn of Board s Procecdings of the 22nd

October, -
LA

The Collectm of Sea, CUthIIIS tlunhs th

graph 4 of those Pr oceedings, (vu that forty-eight hours should be substituted for

the per iod of fifteen days, h1therto allowed for Lmdmfr goods,) will be unsultable to
the 1equu ements of the stcam-trade of this Port,
~ Ho states that it has hitherto been the practice for arrents, nmnodmtely

er them to the consignee, and

T4 TIn mahmb their 1ecommendat1on the Board did not antlcxpate that the

" alteration proposed would much affect the existing system in 1erraxd to the steam
~shipping trade.  The course recommended by the Chamber

of Commerce, and sup-
s the term dmmediatel, A
o har dbhlp by removing
part of steamer agents:

hich was not intonded to
urrence of a luc/za on the

ported by Br. Blair, involved subsultutmg for fifteen day,
aud appeared to the Board calculated to expose consignees t
one of the safeguards against unreasonable charges on the

»

P Y RRrr o P o I T
o E

belon ging to the companies noted in the_

at the opinion expressed in para- -

.
f;
]
!
\

P i W a9 -

e

B A e

|
!
|
|

14th December 1869

Proceedmo's of the J!Iadras Government Revenue Department, ‘ \« |
N

' The circumstances of tho Port of Madras are such that to enact that goods

P

not landed {mmediately by the consigneo should be liable to be larided at'once by ™~~~ 7.

" the steamer agents would be to deprive the former of any period whatever dur-

~~ing which he should be able, by landmrr his_own goods, to retain unconholled o 0

.

possession of them. , : : e . o i

6. The wording of the amended Section 59 is, ¢ within such number of
< working days * * * as the Local Government shall appoint, ete. ;! and it seems
| ‘questionable Whether thls authonzes the appomtment of a penod less than a whole

working day. -

7. If the convenience of the Steam Compames necessitates that their afrents

should commence to land goods at once, the case is similar to that provided for in

" Section 53 ; and there is no hardshlp to them in not permitting them by their

own act, done for their own convemencc, and without the consent of the other

§ party to the contract, to establish thereby to the1r own advaatarre a lien on the

oods which they would not otherwise possess. ‘

8. Besides this, itis open to them to introduce a spemﬁc Stlpulahon in their

Bills of Lading, fizing an earlier ponod under Section 54; and this course has
the advantage of giving shippers and cons1gnees due notice. S

» . 9. Ona full consideration of the subjoct the Board see no reason to modlfy

the views already oXpr¢ ressed in then‘ Proccodm"s of tho 2"nd October 1869

2 e o B . . : B -

- ORDER 'rm‘m:orr, 14th December 1869, No 3 167 A

No 183, ¢ P Gl AU

THE Gov ernment have given the
Board’s Proceedings recorded above
Customs. - their most_ careful consideration, but
. ~ they are not of opinion that any prac-

e to conswnees is likely to result from the adoption of the pro-
miene merce, supported asitis by the Collector of Sea
jon will accordingly be issued.

Separate Revenue, No. 10.

tical mconve
posal made by the Chambex of Com

Customs. The necessary N otrﬁcat
| (True Extract.)

~ (Signed)  R. A. DALYELL,

Acting Secrelary y to Government,

To the Chalrman of the Chamber of Commerce ) Iy el Y L e Lol
, the Board of Revenue.

Exd. F. R. Bantlemen.
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