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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
13tk September 1869.

B e e

~

'No. 68.  Read the following letter from A. McC. WEBSTER, Esq., Acting Magis-
trate of Coimbatore, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort §

George; dated Coimbatore, 24th August 1869, No. 40. ,

In their Proceedings of the 17th April 1867, No. 895, Government sanctioned

-a reward of Rupees 300, for the destruction of a man-eating tigress at Kongarapol-
liem. The offer of the reward has becn of no effect, and the animal has been con-
tinuing its depredations. The cubs were, I believe, destroyed by poison somctime

aint

ago, but all the efforts of ,the native Shikarries to kill the mother have been ineffoc.

tual.

2. As many of the deaths occurred among travellers from the Balaghaut, it is

more than probable that we have not obtained any accurate returns of the ravages
-caused’ by the animal. OQur Police returns show thitry-five deaths during the last two
- years, principa]ly among wood-cutters. This tigress had two or threc regulqr beats,

and though from the accounts I have heard of her, gencrally cowardly, was sometimes
very bold in her attacks. . )

3.  During last month I received reports of the death of no less than five persous,
and as it was evident that none of the villagers would attempt to kill her, I determined
to organize a beat, and to try whether we could not get the animal destroyed. The
villagers, though unwilling to run the risk of a personal rencontre with the tigress, had
some months ago offered a reward of Rupees 1000 in addition to the Government

reward. I, therefore, told them that, instead of offering a reward, if they would
-only consiiuct TlaCliaus (lativasae) °° ° = Yt s e

nish beaters, I had no doubt that some one would get a sliot at tne ammal. ‘tney

‘agreed to follow my advice, and the platforms were constructed by the villagers
under the superintendence of Police Inspector Mr. Chatelier.

4. On the 12th instant all being ready, I started in company with Major
Davies, Superintendent of Police, Mr. Irvine, Acting Head Assistant Collector, and
Captain Norie, who was on his return from the Anamalies, and who willingly agreed
to helpus. We arrived at the jungles on Friday, and on that day and Saturday tra-
versed about ten miles of jungle in the villages of Kondapanaickenpolliem and
Kempanaickenpolliem, which formed part of the animal’s beat. We saw several
marks of tigers, but not that of tho man-cater, which is known by a peculiar
- dragging mark behind the pug of the left forefoot. On Monday we started for the
Kongarapolliem valley, and came on the tracks of the man-eater. The trackers at
once pointed out to us the distinguishing mark, and we tracked the animal for
nearly two hours. We got close to her at one place where she had been lying
down, She, however, heard us, as the jungle was very thick, and we could not
help making some noise, On leaving her lair she made straight up towards the

hills, and we tlen separated, Major Norie and I trying to head her should she make
L o

for thdunext villey; -Major Davies and Mr. Irvine keeping to the tracks. After
\g\":n\g‘;b ufc}rdlf %gy up the hill, M.ajor Davics caught sight of the animal standing
 broadside on about fifteen yards off and looking round. He fired and Lkilled her
with the first shot, _ : :

:on

H

' the villagers. as to thoe identity of the tigress. She was evidently a very old
) animal, her incisor tecth being much worn, and her ,(Eanine tceth very blunt, Consi:
" dering the peculiar marks of which I had been inforrPcd two days previously, and
~ the opinion of the villagers as expressed in their Mahdzcrnamah, I have no doubt but

5. I have the honour to enclose translation ofa Mahazernamah given by‘

13
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- even with numerous tom-toms and & large supply of rockets,

- Pranslation of @ Makazernamah given by the undersigned parties, inhabi

were present, taking away men. Thers is no doubt that this is the man-eating tigress.

_the man-cating tigress which had killed so many persons in the Coim

[
Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department, '_
13th September 1869. A
1

{hat the old tigress killed by Major Davies was the man-eater for which the reward

was offered. I have, therefore, ordered the amount to be paid to him. "
6. 1 beg, however, to request that the Government will be pleascd to take .

fivourable notice of the plucky conduct of the undermentioned trackers, without ‘

whose assistance the animal would not have been destroyed. Considering the almost o

universal panic among the villagers, and tho impossibility of getting them to beat .

the conduct of these

men should not, I think, go unrewarded. During the morning track, I can, frorfl per-

sonal observation, speak of their courage ; and Major Davies tells me they cont'm\10

to behave admirably, and seemed as if they were determined to at least take him up

to the tigress, and give hima fair shot. I beg, therefore, to recommend that Govern”

ment will be pleascd to allow me to present to each of the six men a silver bangle C o

as a mark of their approval. The bangles would not cost more than Rupees 20 cach: t
= The names of the trackers are as follow :— ' "

(1.) Vellian, of Kongarapolliem.

(2.) Dassen, of do.
(3.) Nunjun, of Kavilaykombay. . ;
(+.) Mylandy, of do. : s

(5.) Secrungar, of Kambinoor.
(6.) Rungan, of Thookanaickenpolliem.
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tants of Kong® : .,
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o " e saw the tizress which issaid to have been killed by Major A. M. Davies, Superi "
of Police, at the foot of the hills near Kongarapolliem village. This ig the man-eater.

Some of us .

Lave scen her before.  YWhen people went to fetch bamboos, she has been scen by those .Wl'jo_

(Signed) CIINNATAMBI GOUNDAN, Moniga
_ and forty others-

: i

(True translation). S
(Signed) A.McC. WEBSIER, . ;
Actg. Collector and Maylsf"“tc' o
No. 69. OrpER THEREON, 13th Scptember 1869, No- 1277,

His Excellency the Governor in Council has much pleasure in sanctioning the

rewards proposcd in the letter above recorded. .
2. 1lis Excellency in Council desires that Mr. Webster and the gentlcnmrll1
who formed his party Wil accept the

% _4_..—'—-—:,-79-&« ves

. : . r"’,
Sejor Darier. thonks of Government for the puble Sy

;i . : eavin? .
Mr. Iruu.e. service thoy havo rcndorod in dCSv. 0}1 © . j

batore district.

Ly —
‘. .

(True Extrz'lct). S /[&/ﬂ . |

Chicf Seercarys
. c//t-/f’ &/

To the Magistrate of Coimbatore.

,, Accountant General.
To A. McC. Webster, Esq.

,, Major A. M. Davles. | ’ ’
" Captain E. M, Norie. %{»ﬂ% %Z’/&/ﬂ“’ y
- / -
,, G. D. Irvine, Fsq. ' L S
To the Revenue Department. ’ d _";(__.};;v\ iV
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