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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
1st December 1869.

'No. 19,  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 12th

November 1869, No. 8,364 :—
Read the following letter from the Government Pleader, Madras, to the Sub-Secre-
tary to the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 4th November 1869, No. 361.

I nave the honour to acknowledge receipt of the Board’s Proceedings noted

in the margin, asking my opinion upon
“certain points 1n"the 1nterpretamon of

the Madras District Road-Cess Act, (Act IIL of 1866)

2. Upon the first question submitted to me my opinion is that, under Section

Dated 21st October 1869, No. 7,332.:‘--*-2;» '

-8 of the Act, the Road-cess, in the case of ryotwary lands, is to be calculated on

the gross demand as entered in the Puttah, by which I understand the full revenue
payable by each ryot for his land according to his Puttah, together with any water-
rate payable on the same land ; and not on the net demand actually made upon him
after the deduction of any remissions granted at the annual settlement. Section 3
merely lays down the principle upon which the annual rent-value of ryotwary lands
shall be calculated, as is done by Section 4 with regard to lands held on other tenures; -
the previous Section having declared all lands in districts to which the Act is
extended, liable to a Road-cess in proportion to their annual rent-value., Theannual
rent-value of ryotwary lands is to be taken to be the assessment payable to Govern-
‘ment for the land, together with the water-rate, if any. The assessment payable to
Government is that entered in the Puttah, and it isnone the less payable, because
Government choose voluntarily to remit a portion of it ; and it is the proper measure
of the annual rent-value of the land, which the net demand, allowing for gratuitous
remissions, would not be. It appears to me that if remissions allowed by Govern-
ment in the revenue payable by ryots are to be taken into'account in estimating

'~ the annual rent-value for the purposes of the Act, the principle must be extended to

remissions made by other land-holders in their tenant’s rents, which would make
the amount of Road-cess depend, not upon the actual annual rent-value of the land,
but upon the caprige of the land-holders—a consequence plainly contrary to the

‘intention of the Act, which is to impose a chargeupon land in proportion to its value,

for the purpose of maintaining the roads of the district.

3. The second questlon referred to meis, whether Section 14* requires that

‘I the printed. copy of Proceedmgs 91 the assessment of Road-cess on ryot-

mistake, ‘ y wary lands, when once made, shall be

' o unaltered for three years. I think not.

In my opinion that Section has no application to the case of ryotwary lands, as to

which there is, in fact, no assessment of the Road-cess by the Revenue Officers: the

Act itself assesses them by Section 3, and all that remains to be done by the

Revenue Officers is, to work out the sum in arithmetic. The assessment contem.

plated by Section 14 is, I think, the process prescribed by Sections 6 to 13 inclusive,
by which the Revenue authorities are to fix the rent-value of lands other thun

. ryotwary, for the purpose of calculating the amount of Road-cess to be paid in

respect of them. Section 11 speaks of the Collector aasessmg the land-holder, and
it is this assessing to which Section 14 appears to refer,
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" "Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
' 1st December 1869,

Comyronicatep to all Collectors, who will act in accordance with the views
expressed by the Government Pleader. A Circular Order will be issued on the

subject, ' :
No. 20. OrpER THEREON, Ist December 1869, No. 3,037.
- l .. _Miscellaneona_ - N_‘ T e .ORD‘ERED*‘O bf&f_ggglffl%‘:‘;“'_, b

(Trﬁe E;tracf.) ,
(Signed) H. WELLESLEY,
Acting Under-Secretary to Governmeni.




oy

&

-

No. 8,364

/4.

€D,

e

m’“’”’f’*

1215 NOVEMBER 1869,

-3 087

[ﬁtconn

o/

PrOCEEDINGS,
11 Collectors.

oints conne

p
to &

N

~ A

e —

g

7o

ot {1869
REVENUE.

IE DOARD OF REVENUE.

Pated Deecniber, 1sd.

Lecd.

ity e s

U Y

" Road-cess.—Opinion of Government Pleader

on certain points connected with its lovy under A
I1L of 1868, recorded.

.

0., 1st Decembor 1360, No, 3 08T,

 DECEMBER.
Nos. 19-20.

e



Sy At~

P

iica, k!

wen

ey

e
l

IV I Rt

Az

= o ws

i BT

s arm

v

19 by mistake.

in fact no asses

Section 3, and
arithmetic. The assessment contemplated by Sectio

~Sections 6 to 13 inclusive,

" Qection 11 speaks of the Collector assesst
Section 14 appears to refer. ‘ A .

*

(_,

N i e i s A i T R e s ,
i et A AV BRI £y PReav= IR t’&:ww“?’a;aw;;r‘r:“‘ﬁé;:ﬁ?f“h T o
road cess on ryotwary lands when once made shall be ‘unaltered 3

# In the printed copy of Proceedings  for three years. 1 think not. In my opinion, that gection has
n to the cage of ryotwary lands, as to which there is

enue Officers, the Act itself assesses them by L
¢ Revenue Officers is, to work out the sum in
n 14 is, I think, the process preseribed by
by which the Revenue Authorities are to fix the rent value of lands other

ose of calculating the amount of road cesstobe paid in respect of them.
ing the land-holder, and it i8 this assessing to which.

‘ no applicatio
sment of the road cess by the Rev
all that remains to be done by th

than ryotwary, for the purp

Commuxicatep to all Collectors, who will act in accordance with the views expressed by the F
G overnment Pleader. A Circular Order will be issued on the subject. )
' (A true Extract.) ‘ ' ‘
. ' : 7 Sui;:Secretél'g:; e
To all Collectors. - . . i
Copy to the Government Pleader. ~ . :
to the Acting Secretary to Government, TRevenue Department, ,
i . : with copy of C. O., No. 8,365, Standing No. 8\4’--
£xd G A Turton. - - - R
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