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3 S Proceedm"‘é‘ of the Madras Government ]’evenue Depar tment

X . i o

£ - St 25tk November 1869.

¢ o

’§ " No.. 291, Read the followmn- Proceedmgs of the Board of Revenue dated llth
- a - October 1869, No. 7,587 :—' ‘
N P Bead again Board 8 Proceedmrrs, dated 3rd Aurrust 1869 No 5 073 ,
E RN Read also the followmg letter from the Commlsswner ‘'of the Neilgherry IIllIS to.

" the Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Ootacamund RGth

{ . . August 1869, No. 121. 7
l< § - SR | I’ORWARDED Proceedmrrs of the Bomd of 3rd Auvust 1869 No 5 673 to

enclosed letter A. ., quoting from letters of his, dated June and July. 1868, in which :

LN

for the ‘28 of an acre taken up by the road.”
e 2, - From his reply 1 gather that he still- deems Rupees 1,000 a reasonable

i‘ 1 said as follows ;—
_ “The questxon of compensatmn vnll be a matter of very .easy settlement if
% % you can depute any one to point out the boundaries of your property, in order
T . .#¢ {kat we may get at the exact amount of your Jand taken up by theroad. When
. . : #¢ this has been done I would suggest our each appomtmcr an arbitrator, who will.

#¢ appoint a third, and they thereafter seeing’ the road and the property will award

*%¢ the amount of compensation o be peid to'you. The qqt-rent will, of course,

o . f‘ be diminished in proportxon to the extent of land taken.”

" To this Mr. Steevens rephed on the 22nd January 1869 as follows f—

L e 1 . o * . o

; ‘e As T am not aequamted with any person on the Hills I could ask to under- .

j Y 1 take this work for me, I hope, Sir, you will be able to adjudicate in the case at

- "¢ once without further delay. 1 shall be qulte satisfied with your decision and

& with the compensatlon you may recommend to Government to be given me for
¢ having made a road through my ground, thereby taking part of. my land from

: At A s, . .
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¢ valueless for bulldmg purposes . I adjudlcated aCCOI‘dlncrly'

- »"4

_— Evcmsnnn No 1

From Mr S STEEVENS to the Commlssmner of the Nellgherry ]lels, 00tacamund dated
.- Coonoor, 19th August 1869, A, X

S . O S

S e W
2 e T R
ES

I
} ‘:; - ' 1 BEG to acknow!edge the recexpt of the I’roceedmcs of the Revenue Board, No 5,673, of the
i % 3rd mstant forwarded to me with your docket of the 9th idem, and, with reference to the second
lf- ' ' and third paragraphs of the Proceedmgs of the Board, I respectfully beg to say that I fully anticipat-
g % ed, wilen forwarding my letter to you of the 22nd January last, that you would have taken the whole
. case into consideration in deciding upon it snd before forwarding it to Government, particularly -
» “ _ that which I said about compensation in my letters of June and July 1868. 1In thatofJ une having

" yeference to the reduction of qlllt -rent, I said, ‘“ The ground alluded to I purchaged from

T e

¢+ Goverpment in the year 1856, and since that time I have paid quit-rent for it. - About two years
‘ « ago a considerable portion of this ground was taken from me for a publié road from Coonoor to
4 -« Wellington, and I respectfully submit that it cannot be intended to make me  pay quit-rent for
"f « the ground which haos been taken from me for public purposes. I beg o mention that the ground
E “ wag taken from me thhout my knowledge or conscnt or without. any compensanon whatever
g ' R '

- ) o (N X ' .

- M. Steevens, and called his attention to paragraph 3.. Mr, Steevens has rephed with - y

. ho said he thought he ought not to receive less than Rupees 1 OOO in compensatlon S

cquwalent for the land In my letter to Mr. Steevens of 12th November 18684‘ o

¢ me without my knowledge or consent,-and rendering the remainder of the lan d N
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) ]’r_oc('éding& of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
: e - 25th November 1369, :

.- *“ being offered to me. I, therefore, have to request you will be good enough to make a represen-
- * tation of the case to Government in order that the quit-rent may be reduced and that compensa-
** tion may be allowed for the ground taken from me.”
* seen what bad been done to my ground by the Engineer’s Department, I wrote as follows,  ** The
- * other day, when going over my ground at Coonoor, I noticed a wide carria ge-road made through the
“ middle of it, and which bas completely divided the ground and greatly diminished its value in
*“ having rendered it uscless for building purpose ; and, as my property has been thus divided and s

* ** part of it taken from me without my knowledze or consent, I hope the Government will not withe -

‘‘ hold from me suitable compensation, which I think ought not to be less than 1,000 rapees.’

2. When I wrots to you in January last I fully expected that my claim for the abore com- .
-pensation for the trespass committed and the spoliation of my property by the Public Works Depart-.

. ment would have been taken into considerat;

7 81 on in deciding on the case, instcad of which you
 inform me in your letter, No. 80, of the 22

nd February 186, that you could not couscientiously

In my letter of July 188, after having

* have recommended me 3 proper compensation had not the Public Works Department ran aroad .

- ‘throngh my property without my consent to do go ; but as they did thig you are willing to recom-

mend to Government that I should receive 60 rupees with a proportionate reduction in the amount
~of quit-rent. I must confes

beg to subwit, Sir, that G0 r
- amount you have recently d
> been done me, by taking a

upees compensation and 4 annas per annum reduction in quit-rent, the

portion of my property from me without my knowledgze or consent, and

. which has taken away all privacy from the ground, the road having become a favourite publig

. thorpughfare from Coonoor to the public Cricket-ground and Wellington and back.
3. This case has now been under consideration for more than twelve months : I, therefore,
- . venture to hope that the Right Honourable the Governor in Council will kindly take it into consi-
- deration, and I hope, Sir, you will submit thia letter to the Revenue Board, in order that it may be
- submitted to Government, o - . ’
-+ 4. The Revenue Board, in the third paragraph of their Procecdings, wish to know why L did not
- warn the officers of the Enginecer Department of my property when they were committing the alleged
trespass. In reply, 1 beg to state that I was at Madras when the road was made : had I known what

ecided on, is not a fair equitable compensation for the wrong that has -

N

making a wide carriage-road through the middle of it, twenty-four feet wide including catch-drains,

s that I was not prepared for such a decision, and I most respectfully -

was doing on my ground I should have remonstrated and brought the trespass and spoliation to

notice without delay.

L .

" TuE Board resolve to submit these papers for the decision of Government.
2. It will be observed that a line of road was carried by the officers of the
Department Pullic Works through the centre of Mr, Steevens’ property without

, Permission asked or granted, and that Mr. Steevens offered to submit to the decision

of the Commissioner, who ha

3. _Mr. Steevens demy
- ment to amend it,

s adjudicated a compensation of 60 rupees,
rs to the fairness of tho award and calls on Govern-

4, Thg Board are constraine
- wrong inflicted on My, §
but regard the sum of o

d to admit that the circurustances disclose a gi'ave
teevens by the officers of Government, and they cannot
rupees as inadequate compensation, ’

5. They consider that a sum of 300 rupees is not moro than what is requifed
. 1 ) .

6. With reference to the opinion expressed by Colonel Walker and Major

§ mproved as a building site by the construction of
{ the .r‘oia'd—, the Bpard remark that thig argument scarcely applies to land within 8

-
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Proceedings of the Madrax Government, Revenue Department,

25th November 1869,

L e g

;o cantonmevnt, where pr{vacy is essential to the value of a building site. LIofeovér;

i - this does not excuse the trespass committed.
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§o + No. 292,

“7. Subsequently to this transaction the most stringent orders have been 1aid
.down against assuming land without the consent of owners, and in future the Board
will deem it their duty to recommend that officers disregarding their orders bs
.compelled themselves to bear the consequences. /

OR#ER.'THEBEON, 25th November 1869, No. 3,037,

Tar Government fully concurriag

~ Miscell . . . ;
ancous in the views expressed by the Doard

.
]

resolve to award Mr, Steevens a sum of
Rupees 300 as compensation, -

2. The unauthorized course of action pursued in this case by a Public Works
officer will receive departmental consideration, '

(’f‘rue Extraét.) - _ ‘ ‘
(Signed) -~ R.A DAIJYELI, .
' Acting Secretary b0 Governinent, |

i .oy

To the Board of Revenue,
,, the Accountant-General.

,» the Public Works Department..

Exd. A. 8. Rédgera;.
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o No.5673‘] R )
S Paocnnmu or THA Boun o¥ REVENU] dated 3-d August 1869 ) '

Rearl the following letter from J, W. BREEKS, Esq Commissioner of the Nexlgherrx es, to the
Actmg Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated OOtacamund 8th June 1869, No. 80:—
" In reply to Proceedings of the Board of 25th May 1869, No. 3, 647, dirceting me to submit

. any communication which Mr. Steevens may wish to be laid before the Board on the subject of
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- his claim, I have the honor " to enclose his last letter and copy of mine of the 25th and 22nd -
- February respectively. After several letters had passed between us on the subject, 3r. Sveevens
- agreed to abide by the decision of Government as to the sufficiency of my award of Rupees 0.

L 2. I enclose also a plan of the land ehowmg where the road runs.

o . ENCLOSURE N 0. 1.
From J. W BREEKS Esq., Commwsloner of the N ellgherrles to Mr. G. STEEVL’\:D M& dras .
v dated Ootacamund 22nd February 1869, No.-80.
Ix your letter of the 22nd ultimo, you state that 3 you will be satisfied thh my deczsxon rerrard-
ing the compensation for public road carried through your land at Coonoor.
2. The area of your land is 6:60 acres, the road takes up 0-28 geres.  The land, as you .
yourself confess, was bought as a building site, and in this light, I cannot really look upon the road as
' anything but a great benefit to you. It is in fact a turn-pike road leading through your building
gite to Wellington on one side and Coonoor on the other. .Wers it not that the Department Public
" Works have run the road through your property w1thout askmg your leave, I could not conscxentmusl y
- recommend you a Rupee compensation. . :
3. As it s, however, I am willing to recommend t‘o Government that you should receive
G0 Rupees, with a proportlonate reduction in the amount of quxt-rent
4. I mayadd here that the purchase of private land in the nexghbourhood of Wellmgton has
not cost Government more than from 35 to 50 per cawny. ‘
5. Should you accept my offer, ‘I have the honor to request you will ha,ve the goodness to,
anaounce your consent a8 qmckly as you can, to enable me to place the matter before Government
—for their. orders.

a0

‘E\C«—#‘J “‘Ur e 290 :l Of - . S L “”4“P~w- -
' - (True COpy ) : L
| L e e RN (Slgned) LW BB.EEKS

Encnosuan No.2. .. -

- I‘rom Mr. G. STEEVENS to the Commgsxoni; gg the Nexlghernes da.ted Ma.dra.s 25th Tebruary

. [ nga to acknowledge the recexpt of your letter; N a. 80 of the 22nd mstant and to state tha.t
T fecl tha.nkful to you for having decided to submit the whole case to Government for final decision.
Should the Right Honorable the Governor in Council decide that your award -of 60 Rupees for

. the ground taken from me without my knowledge or consent, and for the trespass committed by
the Public Works Department in making a road through the middle of it, is a fair and cquitable
_compensation, I will most respectfully bow to their decision. " But it does not appear to me that

- the award of the mere price of the ground taken, without reference to the trespass committed,

and the rendermg of the rema.mder of the ground \msalea.ble and a.lmost useless, mects the -

- case.

’
—— X L]

Encxfosv’uﬁm No: SL;Plé.t. o

Feox the foregoing commumcatton and the prevmus letter of the Commlsmoner on the same
subject, it appears that the Commissioner has awarded compensatlon to Mr.. Steevens, (a land-
holder at Coonoor,) amountmg to Rupees 60 for 0°28 of an acre of land, Such as sells from 30 to
- 50 Rupees per Cawny,ﬁtaken from his property for a public road. v
;. "9 Mr, Steevens, appears at first to have consented to a.bldo by Mr. Breokss d"clsmn .

‘regarding the compensgtxon bnt now dxsputes it in general terms Wxthout statmg at what be

* va.lucs his land. f,

e
¥ ‘ ‘

ﬂ
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6. The onrrmal lnap of your land vnll be retumed to you when the questlon of bompeusmun . e

"y
B
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: 3. " The Board are not prepared to set aside the award; but before aﬁbmitting the case to l,‘ ' T - .. o .
L ~Government, resolve to request the Commissioner to ascertain from Mr. Steevens what be decms ’ : ool ’ 1 SRR e
a reasonablié equivalent for the land taken from him, and why he did not warn the Officers of the , "y . ) ‘ ‘
: Engineer Department off his property when they were committing the aileged trespass. f R L e - g
) 4. It is much to be regretted that the Orders* of Government, that land is not to be taken - r : : o - L Lm .
- : i ) : g 0 : o o .
. Vido Board's Stand ' Ordor. No. - by any Department until valued and arranged : ﬁ @)L(LUM owvw Y 3 71}- ,‘
e - i 'S i i . o . ‘ . . . . .
u o ,'N: XXXIT, of 1867 aad Ko, x&"m?'.‘,‘l’gﬁ';’_” Circulars g0, by the Commissioner or the Collector at the _ o Y ‘. - o
’ i " case may be, have very improperly becn over- ; < . ) SR
: : looked in this case. i e . ‘
: : ' (True Copies and Extract.) o R P
. , - e (Signed) J. GROSE, :
SR - - : _ e . . Acting Secretary. y
“ ~+ Tothe Commissioner of the Neilgherries, with original letters and plan retarned. - :
3
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