MEI0.1--39,000-16-10-89.
T R R )

U

 MADKAS RECORD OFFICE.

e e e s

T I A
. - J

 Government of Madras.

Qe veammmNT

60, No. Zoly . o Press |

3 B PR

Vot fo b folded or roughly handied

e

Vet




N sl il ma i el S T A - o
Y DY - . - N = AR e e

I’raceedmo-x of the JIrulras Gonemmen’ Reoenue Department
- | 23rd onember 1869.- ’ -

Read the followmo- papers —

I‘io.‘~o4 ‘ FrOm the Actmo' Supcrmtendmrr Lnrrmeer 4th Dwmon to tho
‘Secretary to Government, Publu. Workq Departmcnt dated ’\Iadras, Tth
September 1869, No 2991 S | ‘

AT the request of Mr. R J Lowrv Assmtant Fnrrmeer m charn-e of tho E

’ . "« Chembrumbaukurn Tank Works, I ha\"‘ ' ,

832 mt;r dated 3rd September 186 o thehonour to forward a letter in reply to g

. the comments of Colonel W falker, R.E., | o
-'Supnrmtendmo Entrmeer, Tth D1v151on on a road traced by Mr. Lowry on’ tha

| Annamallay IIIHB.

amea—

I‘xom R. J. LOWRY Esq., Assxshnt En'vmeer Chembrumbaukum Tank PrOJect to the Secre_ | SRR
“tary to Governmont Public Works Department dated 3xd September 1869. - Pl R

I mave Just been furmshed by the Forest Department with a copy of Colonel Walkcr ] report Lo \ 

““on the road-work executed by me on the Auna-- B
mallay ills, on which Government were pleased

“to pass the Order, No. 2, 284 dated 6th Augus(: I have the honour respectfully to request -

that I may be allowed to defend myself and my work ava.msb the assertions madse in that report,
and I further beg that you will be good., enough to submit what is here said with that end for
the farther consideration of Government as regards the decigion conveyed in the Order quoted
‘above. I hope to be able to show that Chblonel Walker made this report without a sufficient i inspec- -

* tion of the locahty in question, and that, except with refcrence toa short portxon of theroad in the .
valley, ke has written either under wrong mformatxon or in complete 1"norance of my ghaut trace‘ o
and the road below, both of which he condemns m no measured tcrms aud that hxs report is uufau- o

“to mo and likely to mislead Govcrnmcnt : ‘ : :
"9 All it is necessary to §ay as, to why If:uled to get the tr'xce cleared or meet Colovael
Walker at the time agpomted by hlm is that I could not absent mysclf for ‘more than ﬁve aa;,a of

" the Christmas holidays from the very important works whu,h are. placed in my charge. -

'3, Inparagraph 4 of his report, Colonel Walker glves a fair-enough valuation'of the work - E
done from the Ooliar river to the head of the ghaut 3 distance of about three-and-a- half miles; but -+~ .
he ohjects to, or doubts, the expediency of the zigzazs that oceur thoreon There is but one zmzm S '

" aud, had he'‘een more of the ground over which the romd passes, he v«ould have been cunvmccd o .

“that this could not be dispensed with. - T believe Colonel Walker did walk over a portion, and only S
a portion, “of those threc and a-ha]fmllcs and tha.b this is the only p:nb of either gh:mt or roa«l Le' ' T

" basseen. .

4, Ile statcs th:).t thcre are bu two and a- ha.lf mxles of the upp“r porhon of the gha,ut on

which work has been oxccuteld, leaving the Iowcr two .miles untouched : this is not so, there ig

nearly half a mile of the lower pa.rt of thﬂ gh'mt all but complehed :mi the lower two mx.cs wero:

* cleared of trees and brush. Sl ‘ S : R
5. ' Mr, Nisbet, (who wa3 t’xen my assis :mt ) to whom thn Co!onnl statos he is mdcbug,d for s - ‘i

much information about the trace and the road, coald have informed him  that I apﬂnt & month on .
the face which he (Coloncl W alker) states to be the proper ong for the road, trymv to fiud some |
way of avoiding the precipiecs which met me'which ever way 1 turned, and I was obliged to give it P
. up ag it weuld Lave taken ab least a lag of rupees to m'»xe a 'rooJ ghaut on that sldo and I ho,df‘ e
not that amount of fands at ‘command. : x RO
’ " The zigzazs on wy trace, of which Co]on"l Wachr stmtos that tn‘,re aro g0 many that beo
- cannot show Lthem on a map on a small scalo, are ghown in tho accomp:mvm'r skctch plan (which }
is a portion of th° Triy 'o'\om'\tm"zl S«xrvey Map bhcet 62, exxhrtrod to & gcale of one mile to the -
~inch., - It wiil Lc guen by this that there are bab six tmns or 7127133 in al‘l which cannot be smd to

Bketch Map of part of the Anumnnllay Hills.
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R & rdceéding,g'_of the M. adras Go__z)ernnzezz,ﬁ Rgven‘ue; quartment, S
T 98rd November 1869, o

be many in rising 2,500 fest on the most difficult hill-f‘ace‘ to get a road up that I have met with,
Colonel Walker is pleased to say that I have had ‘no previous experience in ghauf-tracing. Teould
rofuts this by the testimony of at least one" officer ja Madras, bat it " is beside the question ; and
I pass on to his statement that the foot of my ghaut is two-and-a-half miles further back than it -
should be, and that the road below is lengthened by that distance. A reference to the sketch plé.u‘
~will show that this is not so : on the contrary, it will be seen that the distance from the foot of the:
ghaut to Pollachy by the line proposed by Colonel Walker, which is marked by black dots coloured
‘yellow, is ninetaen miles or more, while by the red line which is mine it is but fourteen miles. This
difference of distance of five 'miles‘is g0 greét“that Colonel Walker's road, if completed to-morrow,}
* would not be used twice in a twelve-mbnth' by either carts or passengers going either to the Teak
Valley or the Coffee Estates.. .* N P e T R R :
~ 7. Had Colonel Walker walked over

, , ‘the north-west face and then down my trace, he must

‘have changed his opinion both as ,to. which side was best for the road and as to the ability shown

© " in tracing it, and also as to thte value of the work done, . Evidently he has never seen either except
- a‘tfa. distance too great to enable him or any other person to judge the nature of the ground.

3

© 8., What he ‘says about the‘combinatiéri of a.il ‘Eleph‘an‘t Slip and road being my reason for

choosing the line I did is also without foundation, as the face he recommends affords a better slip
and one easier made than does the other.”" What proves this ig that all the timber that has as yet

“been slipped from this forest by either the Forest Department or myself has been taken down by
the north-west face. e o TR
“7 9. In paragraph 7 of his report Colonel Walker says, *¢ But this mistake has extended to
** the line which he adopted on to Pollachy, on which the Collector was induced by his representation
** to lay out Rupecs 2,218 of Dié,friét Funds in 1867 and 1868." " He goes on to say that * this line*
"+ * involves the crossing-of three formidable sti-ea_mé,l the Toracadavoo,” (by which he must mean.
the Toracadoo, as the Toracadavoo i3 in an entirely difforent locality, some twenty-five miles to
thé'ndrth-west of any portion of iniline, where the IForestv Department have their station in the
old Annamallay Forest), the Palaur, and the:‘(‘)opaur." _ The mistake i3 the Colonel's, not mine ; the’
Oopaur which he places on my line will be seen bythe map to be on the one he proposes to adopt
near the village of Annamallay.” It will be evident from the sketch-map that my line crosses only’
oae considerable stream, the Toracadod;'qr Perryaur as 1t is called, after it debouches from the.
_ kils. This is a formidalle stream when in flood, which it is liable to be for about three months of,
each year.” Fortunately there is ‘an’ excellent ford and /site for a forry where my road crosses, |

‘which might be mgde ﬁassable at all seasons yith"very littlo expense ;. the other nine months it jg-
fordable for carts which are daily crossing it. . R T SO B R
.10, I'would add that, in a period of nearly four years during which I constantly residea,on:‘
those hills, I never found the ferry impassable ; but oieq when I was compelled to go round by

. C B L e )y ) . (I L . R I3 - L8
Annamallay village, a trip I Wlu not 'soox‘l‘forget as [ nearly lost my servant and horsekeeper and.

did lose half my baggage in the attempt to cross the Jungle stream close to the foot of the ghaut

by the current but fortunately got across with my horse, lcaving all else behind. T hadg similar

“task at the Oopaur béfq;e" reaching Anna‘ﬁmllayvfﬂ I mention this to show that there are two very.:
. difficalt streams to deal with in the line advocated by Colonel Walker, while the Palaur, which is {

* the othAs-‘uréz;lni ‘besides the Perryaur on the other line, is never impassable, or, a4 least, in all the }
_ hundreds of times I have crossed it during every month of the year I have never been detained o' -
_moment by it. . Carts, however, have to wait an hour sometimes until a sudden fresh runs off,

- 11, Thered line, as will be seen by the map, has the additional advantags of opening coramu. '

-

‘ nicacioq between the large market‘ town and Cushah étatién; of Pollachy‘and the five Jarge villages

- of Kq§tur, Anglgcoor@ey, Chittoor,‘_OOpeIIipalium; and Sumé.tliooh, and would have been necessary o
"3 far ag Anglecoorg}ley if the Annamallays had neyer been in existence. '
to make as witness the outl'ay’ol" Rupees 2,218+ the land is waste for the g

It has been inexpensive
|  witne ‘ ' o reater part of itslength
. ;u:d ;?g sozlhard and g{qw'¢l]y, /,whrcreagx tﬁe ll;nc proposed by Colong] Walker must be taken ovep
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- piece of road to make, and, when made, it will not be used except on rare occasions, as 0o one will

on not allowing me to get up a company to work the timber in the forest, called upon the -

-and in compensatiou for my giving up the forest,

“tho Government by bis action on this matt

- moment mean to infer that Government in appointing these geptlemgn‘kﬁgy of there being any - S
oljection té the appdintment. ST STl T e T

_have been such heavy logers by't.ms transaction, (as we are still Rupees 19,000 out of pocket,) thas. :

_case they are graciously pleased to re-consider fheir decision with reference to the Compensation to - L
.bepaidmefortheroad. R B L N

* a3 being the letter of an inferior officer of the department writing to his'superiprs but rather ag the et :
“words of a man defending his property and his professional skill against a report likely to lower =~ .

" purpose than cffence to, or disrespect to, CoIonel'Wélkei'." .

- Oth September 1869,

. FoRwARDED to the Superintending Engincer, 7th Division, for any remarks Lie .
© may desire to offer. - B T et I R

‘records of Govérnmcnp will show,) wag called upon to report on my road, and I hope Ihave shown

“Forr Saixt Grorer,

o I’o'oceé(ling.é of the M ml_r'a: (r'(av(ér';'z_rh‘é}zf,’ Révé?iué'fbebaftmé;;t," : ERE
: R © 23rd /Novemééf 1869.‘ s S

rice-ficlds from where it leaves the hills until it reaches the village of Annamallay, a distance of T
more than nine miles. This land is very valuable, and the compensation to the owners, the cost 'of -
nuierous culverts that will be nceessary to pass the irrigation water and the drainage, together - :
with bridges for the two considerable streams beforementioned, will rendor this a very expensive -

go round a distance of nineteen miles to get to the hills when they can go by a practicable road S
of fourteen miles in length, v R Z..," L R g e R

120 I may mention that the reason that the Palaur and the other small streams on".mj? line
get so poor a supply of water is that they do not rise in the main chain of the Annamallays, - The
Toracadoo drains the northern face of the hills, and ‘those streams merely take the drainage of 5 -
detached hill and a portion of the xiorth;eastern face which is comparatively dry, very little rain
fulling on this part of the range. . - ..~ R Gl R s

13 1 would most respectfully beg to point out that in this matter of the Teak Forest aﬁd the
road I have from the first been hardly dealt with, inasmuch that the Government having decided -

B S S

Conscrvator of Forests, Major Beddome, to report what sum should be given me for the felled timber .
! : st. . This gentleman having been. previously
reprimanded for having given me the grant of the timber, would jn such report naturally be .
induced to make the amount to be paid me as small as possible, in order that the logs accruing to -

er might bé“inconsifigr?bleﬁ,('f R R A S
14. Again, Colonel Walker, who is well-known to bave an animus against me, (this the -

herein that his report is not a fair one either of the work done or line selected. I do not for a

I mention these pointsas I consider it dus to myself and those inferegtéd with me, i'h.:‘l)"l'
every thing should be stated in order that Government may have the whole facts before them in )

-

15 .In boniélusidh,‘l would ask thaf, when p“erus.ing' this, you v}iil‘bg"ﬁ}eiéed hoé tbi‘ct')n‘sider 1t . o

the value of the former and to give a false impression of the latter.  Nothing is furiher from my - "

R

. Traxsr ERR"‘-‘S{O tlic ‘R‘evcnu"e Dcpa'rt‘men‘t,“'\s'rith refe'r.‘élxic_ob tp’ the orvder’sv in_thatv e
dépaftment,' datcd Cth‘Augus_t 1869, N‘,"_ 2328;, : o v
(Signed) © CHARLES A. ORR, Colowe, R, E,
N LRI .SéQ;'efary to Covernment, P. w.po

Forr Saint Groree,

)

. (Signed) R A. DALYELL, B
ERR - Aéz“z";zg Secz_'ctary\t‘oi Goz'er;;mq”‘» .

¢

2444 September 1869,
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P7 oceedmrrs th]ze Madras Government Revenae I)epa: tment
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%SQ- I‘rom Coloncl Gr W WALE.ER R E Supermtendmr’ En"meer 7th
P Dwmon, to the Acting’ Sccretary to Government Revenue Dcpmtment
‘ {', 011: Samt Georgo, datod (Joonoor, llth October 1869 No 109 — f

I HAVE the honour to submlt thc followmfr remarks on the subjoct of tho
: . letter forws rdod Wlth your endorscment .

OIoe 1etter from Mr Lowry to the Secretary toﬂj‘ h Se h returned. ;.
“Goverament, Publio Works Departmcut, dated ,_:"o{ 24t IScptunber andherewith returne

¢ 3rd September 1869. 2 I need say nothm" more on the |

One letter from the Acting Supermtendmg Enm- f‘sub_]ect of the road from the head of the

i neers 4th Division, to the Secretary to Govern-
£ “ment, Public Works Department, dated 7th ;_Ponnachy Ghaut into the Teak Forest,

.  September 1869, bearing endorsement of the .~ ag Mr,’ Lowry in his third pararrrcph j
© Secretary - to Government of zith 1dcm ‘ :
Revenue Department. - PR admlts that T have given - * afa1r-en0ucrh
ne map. TR ~valuation of the work: done.” = It s’
smo‘ular that 1 should have been so fortunate in my estimate on so superﬁcml and
-partial an examma‘uon as Mr, Lowry alleges me to have made :
%I 8. Ineed say httle either as to the dctaﬂs of Mr. Lowry 8 ghaut as sT condemn
its position entirely. I will only rcmark that, to ascend 2,500 fect in a lcngth of -
four and-a-half miles as he plofcsses to do, involves a mradlcnt of one in mne-and- .
‘a-half throughout. The assertion. alone suffices to stamp his value as a Ghaut
‘Engineer, ~ Mr. Low*ry never laid out chaut work either in Canara or Coxmbntorc,
the only dxstx icts he has, served in as a Pubhc Works Sub-En ormeer. o C
i 4. With reforence £o° paraglaoh G, the measmod dxsta.nco from Pollachy by
fhe Marchenaiken Bridge to: Annamalhy (head—qmrters of the Forest Depar tment
‘and of a Sab- Mambtrate) by a made road is cight. mﬂes, fmm which" I have no
doubt of gettmn' to the foot of my- proposcd ghaut in nine’ ‘miles more ‘at most,
makm" spventccn mllos in all, while it. is at least ﬁftecn iniles from Polhchy to
Mr. Lm\r) s crosuno' of the’ Toxacadm 00 river, and two ‘miles thence to foot of
hla ghaut by his owo adxmsslon total seventeen miles also.. Dut his line crmscs
' ';the T01acadavoo river whore it is unbmdwed besldcs two nulla.hs of larﬂ‘cr size |
‘fthau zmy hmcr “encountered bctw een’ Annamallay and the’ foot: of my ghaut. .
Morcover, Mr. Lowry’s ‘road docs not ‘pass. through two of the fiv cmlh zes named |
'_by him, as, ‘indeed, his map shows, on. whwh I have dmwn the old track Wlnch
' isbould never have been left; being pcrfectly pas:able by carts to the preaent day, .
‘which the supposed 1 1mpro» ed mad is far from bcmo' " The wet cultivation under the -
'Cohputty Anicut nced not be cxosse.d on my hno as muwmcd by Mr. Lowry, but
disproved by the Collector’s letter submitted to Gov crmncnt with Rex enuc bozn d’ 3

}Procecdmma, No. 7,202, of 28th Scptembu.,_v T e ‘ -

i
&",
P
5

>

;8. Inhis ninth para(rmph Mr. Lowry has colled me to account for confounchn 7
’the river vslnch dmms the Annamallay Hills: mth that wlnch “drains tho o} d
Annam'ilhy F orect -~ We both mean the same river, only he calls it tho Toracadoo
d.fld 1 have wuttcn it Tumcadavoo Tam. 1rrnomnt of Tamil, and know not which «
s right; - but Mr. Low Iy ought to I&HO\V that it is the Toracadovoo which drains ;-
'the old forest.” As to other locul names of lesscr streams, I mecan by the Palaur!
*thc nullah shown on hismap as cro%cd by lus road at Ooplianoor, ‘aud by the Oopaur
tﬂut crossed at Shanmatoor. - That was the name tho I‘ahsxldn of Pollo.ch_‘, gav '
{the Tatter when con\ ersing abOut 1t“1th me. TSNP f

B U, .- ARl

TS =

t
A

L B Proceednm of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
) : ' 23rd November 1869.
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: B have wished was that I had reconnoitred my ground in the effectual manner that
./ onlyan esperienced Ghaut Engineer is capable of doing. And, if E may not
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ALY A ment must be small
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!

OrpER Txu:nsox, 23rd November 1869 No. 3 019

N 0. 256. :
» IN their Order dated 23rd J anuary

' ~~ Forests, No. 13. - J

on his claim for the road-work executed by him until they had . obtamed the
Sapenntendmg Engincer’s opinion regarding ir, and that " the latter ofﬁcer would

- by Mr. Lowry of certain forests on the Anna.mallays. . .
2. Mr. Lowry accepted the terms offered by Govermncnt in }us letter to the
o O"ficmtmw Consarvator of Forests, dated 24th I‘ebruu'y 1868 ; and by G. 0., dated

i &
(L\‘k{ |

.,
-~ AN
N

to persomlly mspcct ‘the road-work alluded to above, The Order of Government

W i M s by | onD b 4 U
-,

, Mr. Lowry, was pJ.ssed after due consuierdtwn of Colonel Walker’s report and in
I accordance with his opinion. - A A
A 3. 'Mr. Lowry now objects to the decision thus passed on hlS case. Th'el
Gov ernment have considered the grounds of his obJectxon and see no reason to
modxfy their former order. - '
- S (True Extract) ‘
o .~ (Signed) R.A DALYELL,
: ' Aclmg Secretary ‘o G’ovemment.
i To the Public Works Department. - ‘

: »» the Doard of Revenue. ‘ : ‘
' »» the Oiciating Conserv ator of Forestx. _ ' L .

. Exd. A, S, Rodgers.

S 6 I cannot condescend to answer M. Lowry s 1usmuat10ns that I perform‘ed:j~ o
the duty committed to me by Government unperfectly, cxcept so far as hindered
by Mr. Lowrys not having fulfilled his repeated pr01n1ses of having the line

* claim so much credit, theq unlend my value as professmnal advxser tq the quern-'

3
{ _ 7 - 1868,No. 197, the Gov ernmcnf mformed- :
,% o - | . " Mr. Lowry. that they could not decide =
1
i
q
|

ba instructed to mapect the work in questum as soon as Mr. Lowry mu'nlﬁed his |
W . - pceeptance of the terms offsred in thesaid Order, Whlch also reIated to a lease held :

7th Apnl 1868, No. 917, tha Supermtendmnr Ennnuer, Tth leqon was du‘ected i

dated €th August 1869, No. 2,284, in which Rupees 3,009 were awarded to “

Vs

!

‘l‘*\T i ‘cleared for ma.- Mr. Roberts, the Assistant Engineer in’ charge of Coimbatora
| _3) 3 . Range, and Mr. Nisbet, whom Mr. Pﬁwry,calls his . aksmtant “will no doubt bear o
¢ {5 " witness that the cause of my report not” bcmo' so favourable as Mr. Lowry’*could/'“mf ‘
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