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Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Rewnue Department
22nd November 1869 ' :

No. 232. Read the followmoF letter from the Under-Secretary to the Government |
of India, (Financial Department,) to the Secretary to the Government of
the North—Webtern Provmces N ynee Ta.l da.ted S1m1a,30th October lb(}‘)

No. 4,238 :— -

Tag Governor-General in Counml has again Ind under h1s consuleratxon the .© -
Lo : _ . position of the Department of Inland Customsin relation to the local Governments -
R EE B - and Administrations with which it is concerned.  You were addressed on this *
AR subject in my letter, No. 1,035, dated 12th February last, and I am now dirccted
T PR L to state, for the information of 1lis Honour the L1cutenant—Governor, the condu:.mns
e e f“‘; . which HIS Excellency in Councll has formed . , .
4 2. The primary duty of the department is to colIect the 1mport dutles on salt
and the export dutics on sugar crossing the Customs Frontier Line. Before 1857
nearly the whole of that line ran along the frontier of d1stncts sub_]ect fo the
rLleutenant-Governor of tho North-Western P10v1nces. The department was,
therefore, necessarily administered by that, Government to whlch it was stuctly ‘
T E S TR IR R P RS : subordinate. Subsequently, owing partly to changes in territorial administration |
T '..jl:._.-.‘__ 5 - R fz ‘ - " and partly to great extcnsions of the line, it has come to pass that the greater . o £
{}

gy b 4R a1 A A e AW W T
et -
T T g s e e L e

1
kY
PR T e
w3l

O o SRl RN
P S S

A.
T
JEVEE

SN

—

L L TR e e e , portion of the line now lies outsxde of the provmcos subJect to the Government ot e
I T e ;Jf ST AP - the \Iorth-Westem Provinees. PR N S
_ . K 3., Tho main line now extends from the SutleJ in the PunJab toa pomt in the .
NG Centml Provinges not far from the. Tr:hutarVMehals of Cuttack, a distance of more.... . . - ..
R ‘ ““than 1,800 miles, of which only about 300 lie in the North-Western Provinces. SR 4
o A Further extensions of this line are under conmderatlon.. _There is another line, - . ERNEN ¢
] " 334 milesin length, on the fronticr of the Berars. ~ The amount of revenue collectcd o | ~
L ~inthe N orth-Western Provinces is also far Smaller than tha.t Whn,h 18 collccted on
A other parts of the Customs line. w0 ' .
’ f o 4, Desides collecting the duties on these frontler hnes, the Department of
3 Inland Customs has a large internal branch, organized for the prevention of the
i illicit manufacture of salt and the regulation of saltpetre and kindred manufactur es.
s - A considerable portion of this branch is employed in Oudh. . Recently the manu-
g ﬁ . " facture of salt has been set on foot in Oudh under its suporvmon - Arrangements - :
i have also been made for leasti®y the Sambhaur Lake, lying ‘in the torntorlos of - %
Jeypoor and Jodhpoor ,The - régulation of the manufacture and import of salt
from this lake will be a duty requiring great care, and 1t must neccsmrxly be
entrusted to the Department of Inland Customs. - R - _ o
" 5, The Commissioner of that department is thus. brouo'ht into oﬂicml com- -
munication not only with the Government of the North-Western Provinces but o o
g " also with that of the Punjab, with the Chief Commissioncrs of Qudh and of the '
Central Provinces, with the Resident at IIyderabad, and with the Political Agmtg
in Rajpootana. No change has, however, been made in the position of the Govern-
‘ment of the North-Western Provinces in respcct of the department. That Govern-
ment is still entrusted with its general administration, and thus deaIs mth questxons
affecting interests far be) ond its own ]unsdxctlon. , | o
6. The Governor-General in Council, while fully recognizing the cnergy and
ability with whlch the Gov: ommcnt of the \Iorth W estern Provmccs has performed-
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- Pr oceedmrrs of tlze Jladz as Government, Revenue Department,
" 22nd N vember 1869.

‘thls duty, is of oplmon that, under the altercd cxrcumstances of the department it
~ ¢ is anomalous and, in some respects, inconvenient that it should continue to devolve
. upon a local Government. ~ His Excellency in Councﬂ therefore, thinks it i

necessary that the relation of the Government of the North-Western Provinees to
“the Inland Customs Department ¢hall for the future be the same as that of the -
~ other local Governments and Admmxstratxons with which the department is .

conecrned, and that the general supervision and control hitherto exercised by the *
' L'eutonant-Governor of the North-Western Provinces should be assumed by the -
. Governor-Géneral in Council in the Financial Department, ‘ : h
"~ All returns and reports which are made by the Commissioner to other local
- Governments and Administrations will be made to the Government of the North-
Western Provinces, and all those which have hitherto been addressed to that
Government with reference to its pecuhar position as cxercising a gencral control

over the dcpqrtmcms will be addreswd to the Governmcnt of India in the Financial
Department ' ~ :

7. The Governor- Geneml in Council is sen51ble ‘that the work which he has
thus assumed cannot be eﬁ'ectlvely carried out without the hearty co- -operation of
the different local Governments and Administrations ; but he ‘knows that that
co-operation can ‘always be relied on, and he looks forward with confidence to the
continued impr ovement and development of thls nuportzmt branch of the Impenal
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ORDIZRFD that a cop} of the above letter be f urmshed to all the local Govern-
ments and Admlmstmtlons, and to Mr Hume the Commissioner of Inland Customs.

(Smnod) G HL M. BATTEN,
Undcr—SeCJ to t/te Govt. of India.
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No. r7‘33 ‘ : ORDE}I TUEREOY, 22nd _I‘\Ievemb_er _18 69" No. 3,008,
' Separate Reveré, No. 16 Couuvmcunn to the Doard of
‘ U Qustems. | Revenue '
“'-f'l"(Truethract) S
| (Sm‘ued) RA DALYELL, =
Aclmg Secrctary 2o Goucrnment
To the Board of Revenue. ) .

” Ry e e

Txd A, S. Rodgers.
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- Provinces.—Letter from Government of India oy _ |
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