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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
20¢h November 18G). | S

. No. 212. Read the following Procecedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 6th

October 1869, No. 7,406 :—

' ‘ Read the following lctter fr~om Major R H. BEDDOME, Officiating Conservator of

Forests, to the Acting Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
dated Camp at Ootacamund, 16th August 1869, No. 1,610.

I mave the honour to forward, for the information of Government, copy of the
. ' Proceedings of the Board of Reve

» No. 132, dated 13th Angust 1869. Y svenne

No. 182, dated 13th Aogust 1869. 75 957 of the 13th of February last:

and a letter* to my address from Mr. Sheffield, the Forest Oificer of the Kurnool

District.

9 Some time ago Mr. Sheffield hgxd reason to believe that many ryots
brought out much more firewood than they could possibly require for their own
use, and that they sold it to parties who were not entitled to wood free. Ile therefore
addressed the Collector on the subject, and asked permission to regulate the amount
of wood givén frece to each ryot. The Collector approved of this suggestion, and
addressed the Board on the subject; hence, the Proceedings above alluded to.

s on the subject have hitherto been understood

in our department, all the poorer classes, who cut and bring out firewood themselves
for their own use, are allowed to take it free; but rich ryots, who generally cmploy
wood-cutters, pay for their firowood as well as other parties, In the Kurncol
District, the poorer classes have hitherto brought out free as much fircwood as
they liked, taking it from fallen or dead-timber; but the rich ryots, who employ
bandies, have only been allowed to bring out timber, free of any seigniorage, when
it has been for bona fide agricultural purposcs. When they send their bandymen or
others to the jungles to fell wood, they pay four annas per bandy-load if for fire-
wood, and 1 rupec per bandy if for building-purposes (unreserved trees). -

4. The rules have hitherto worked well in this district, and Mr. Sheffield has
his forcsts, cte., in very good order ; and I never lad a complaint made to me
during my tours in the district. ‘ |

5. The immediate effects of the present orders of the Board will be to knock
ousands of rupees from our revenue; to enable ryots to bring out
o jungles, so that they can give it away, or sell it to
partics not entitled to it ; and to enable them to bring out building-timber, calling
it firewood. 'There is to be no restiictionasto quantity ; so that every ryot may have
ﬁ large timber-yard of Lis own. Ilow far-the p{ivile-ges will - be abused I cannct
at presend state ; but, if attempts were made to bring out the whole of the building-
{imber of the district on froe firewood Passes, I hardly see how we could prevent 1t}
unless it is to be understood that the firewood is to be dead-wood or wood of small
gize. 'The Jemand in this Range is at present only a local one, and if attempts of
this kind were successful, the whole of our revenue would be lost. _ "

6. The entire deforestment of all village-jungles and unreserved tracts can
only be a question of time under privileges of this nature, and that time would not
be far distant if a railway <hould come through the district; and asit is, the demaud

3. As the Government rule

off several th
wood to any extent from th
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for wood is daily 1 :
S 1 : . . .
reservod tr'xctsy ";P(;asmg.. . Tho inbabitants will then claim the same rights in tho
. 45, ane the privilege having been of long standing, it will have to be
recognized asa right. 2 &
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Escrostre No. 1

Trom T. SITLTTIE i ‘
. 'I.‘I‘J;., Feq., A}Ssnstant Conscrvator of Forests, to the Ofeiating Corecrvater of
oresta, dated Madrae, 12th Augnst 1869, No. 132

T raveth :
E he hanour to report, ™ H H

- Jr yO ‘ ‘

asking permixsion, in giving fre’c b your informatinn, that some monthsazo Iwrote tothe Collector

of bandios by the amwunt 0; ' asscd to ryota for firewood, to be allowed to regnlate the nutber

"audy-loadi.frcp a revenno each ryot paid; say, for a may ‘paying Rupees 50 o MAany

y am wan pavinge Rupe o - < v )

to believe that many ryots lr[()n;vl::x ore v 1;)0;; so many. This [ requested, because Flad reason
) R HoLrou; nore wool than ¢yt . :

people not entitled to free wood. they required for their own use, aad sold it to

Th L4 (J 11 ctor approve H 8 t Il‘ a
e ~ LI Iy
I d Of l"y !u:;(‘ hOﬂ, un I “TOQO tO l!lc RH t‘(l U{ I{e‘ cnue ]()‘ BT 110 1

})UC thC )Ourtl d. N f ] ; l T r 18' J
L‘O-H.i TOV 'l i i i e A [
‘ o ordore, } T ¢iL0 t‘le Pl:)n. ﬂn']. mn ﬂl(‘ll‘ I’r(.‘(“'o‘“n"fz \0. 9.)‘ (lf : “l "‘.‘1' 1Y y ‘”
t! ('y hﬂ@e 1 l_!( l "I\Jt fl T One yoeur f rew | I l f ¢ - 1 ; a3 t\,
4 , Bt IFeWooL IR " ) gi on ¢ ¢ i h \ ,y i i '
[ O BlLld 1) YT ree w t 0 |1 ar rostnie 10N

qllanl‘)ty," nh(l means t k T i t 1 uu ‘ |[ l’ lJ( BCY ut lb"
« IKC ; M
expil&timl lli 4 vear ’ : n to can th(" ! lllb‘.‘l‘ [ ‘"n d 80 t‘ k(‘ﬂ ’ l . i
o ] ‘ » i .‘ ' ' ) ‘ ‘ +4 ® 80 t |\Lt lt may . ‘un
) W aal ‘} (¢] p' \J 10,;0 ]1\‘3 b{ n o )lbell‘ '

\
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3. On reedi i
. pt of thisorder, I'w
jnterest Of th(‘ d’-x artm ’ wrote to tllc (:Unt’ctﬂr [ 4 : . ’ .
L de] ent y . . , fugzeesting o fow ,
July 1869, and the Collcct;rc};pyg)f which T submitted to yon with my lett e \r'mn;xl'nrulcs ' :lm
as been gonl enough ta spprove of thcm)‘ 1 €. “ 0. M d:;,ml 'nld
. sco alzo in the Procecd

ings of tho Board of I
, ard of Revenue, No. 5,5
Coimbatore; eothat nothinﬂc‘f ‘\;' 23, of 28 July I8, that you havd pr b :
are well ablo to pay the sm::ll ur 'CT I3 necesaary. But now the qnesti gt o "“. b T
seigniorage levied on firewood, to g 't '::1:“3‘:' e
. ret it frea 1 Iitherta we have

received from 2,000 to 3,000
, o rapees yearly fr i
o ' ] ' ) ¥y from this ;
rom ryota, Thny al\vays p:u-l the nmoney tuto the Cutm;::rm' e et deal of this Wit r"“"i"“‘
L r-". .

anpeared well sati . L .
P I satisficd to get azricultural wood frec and catae to my office for licenses, and

{. The Forest Rule N

. \110 A\O 11 Pro‘.'

; . idea that vill

own use, free of taxation, ** f villagers shall be all

. 3 r . allowed t " :

ahich wers fanctioned {:U,. f)r[rll.low: ac."“"J‘mgIcs." Ve have no low u( . ‘; cnt ﬁ’rr\\ ond for thair
my district in 1863, put a tax of 4 annag p r'Iu ’J!u"lg‘cl' o “‘"‘-‘vl

as por bandy-load on ** firewoo

3 "
cut for sale,”” but free when cut for a person's ow
s n uac.

wa Lave - If thi 3
o uoue, and every person should pay. this still meaus fiow low serub jungles

5. Again, T would ber toiaqui
, o to inquire whet!
tLe or«lcr TL\f} . N ier P"ﬂl:lo Yl\fly fL“ l'v'
, vrs only to deadl and fallen wood.  When any trcoqla:::gft;lwlﬂ f‘)}" frewand, or shetie?
¢ elledd, thero are wlways to e

funnd some parts fit for rafte : s
are allowed to fell green wrfo«rlﬁ'furt“oi?\iz; Cttlc. : a?«l this is taxcd at one rupee per Joad. But if peoplo
Jicensea, and who is to decide a;l § ; 7 ‘jl" Con’stunt,ly bo bringing ont raficrs, cte ‘l fp'c'\l‘ l
e ol my;' ;;;?vlc-slwns rmsfull The Forest Dc}-urtnm;; arc‘l‘:‘: ‘Xb(\‘:‘;
o T co;lhnp t}grc interested in the matter, and decided anfuidl ' ‘u“ “1 10
sutisfluction to the pecple, aé wiil L; flf‘m . f*}”*‘“ PO e g ave luaga hitherto d . ““u.\ ‘
wand ¢on ingquiry with the dlmrunt"l‘uhanhl:rj :;':T’ ";‘:'l, .
. Hothe dustncet.
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Proceedings of the Madras G overnment, Revenue Department,
201 November 1869.

e

Ix the foregoing letter, referred to the Board for their remarks, the Officiating
Conservator of Forests takes exception to instructions laid down by the Board in
their Proceedings, dated 13th February 1869, No. 957, a copy of ‘Which is herewith

subnitted for the information of Government.

2. The Board perceive from Major Beddome’s letter that they were correct
in their conjecture that, while poor working-men were allowed small quantities of
wood free for their own use, the rights of the more respectable and higher class of
o restricted ; and that they were obliged to pay for what they are, under

ryots wer
e free equally with others.

the rules, entitled to hav
3. The Assistant Conservator adds that they are well able to pay the small
at the Forest Department has hitherto received from 2,000 to

seigniorage, and th
from this source ; a large portion of the amount being received

3,000 rupees yearly

from ryots.
ator anticipates that the effect of the Board’s Order will be

4. The Conserv
4 to knock off several thousands of rupees from” the revenus of the department.

5. There is 10 doubt that a respectable man will prefer to submit to an
tion, rather than wrangle about his rights with the subordinates
tment ; but the Doard consider that the distinction made between
d the richer ryot, simply becauso the latter has money, cannot

unauthorized exac
of the Forest Depat
{le working man au

be upheld. ) )
6. The Board cannot but think that the fears expressed by the Conservator

e loss of revenué are somewhat exaggerated, and neither Major

regarding probabl / . .
Beddome noT Mr. Sheffield gives any proof that the privileges hitherto conceded

have been abused. , |
7. Inany casé however, the Board consider that the rights of the people

must be respected, and that the (?onservator §hou1d ﬁnd.means, with the establish-
nent at his disposal, for prevent.mg abuse, .w'lthout havmg. resort to unauthorized
Cestrictions. The Board are satisfied that1tis both thfa polfcy of Government, and
also their intention, that their rules shall be 'ob§erved in ahber?l spirit, and not be
construed 80 38 to interfere with .long prescriptive communal rights for the sake of
chowing 8 small sum to the credit of the Forest Department.
8. With reference to the questi.or'l rais?d by Mr. Sheffield in paragraph 5 of
Bis letter, regarding the fell'mg of living .tu'nber (too large to be described as
« gerub”) for arewood, and his prop?sal to limit the. supply of untaxed firewood to
s, there being no ¢ scrub jungle,” the Board observe that

g and {allen tree :
attempt is made to show that the wants of the community could be fully met
oy nor could such be the case.

from this sOurct &
at living trees must be cut; and the Board

9. It is obvious therefore th
1 period fixed by them furnishes the means of

-imenta
- dor that, when the experiment xed
consl ’her antaxed felling 18 abused, it will be necessary to fix a Lmit to

s e \&'hct
Jud"m" f untaxed wood to be allowed for each village, regard

ber of pandy-loads © ' -
- | fixing such Jimit) to the quantity available, and provision being
made for working the felling tracts in rotation, :
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Procecdings of the Madras Gocernment, Revcnue Departmcat,
20¢th November 15G).
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No, 213. Orprr TiEREON, 20th Novembor 1863, No. 2,923,

Tur Goverument concur in tho

" .- Forests, No. 11. . :
Ce s views cxpressed by the Joard of Revenu

EEEE - " in the forogoing Procecdings, and
approve and canction the Orders issucd in the Board’s Proceedmgy, under date 13th
February 1869, No. 9577 7 | b o

X ' *(True Extrast) N )

Ve (Signed) © L RA DALYGLL,

Aeting Scerdlary 1o Gureriient.

To the Beard of Nevenue.

Y the Officiating Cunservator of Tercsts.

Edd. ¥, R._I‘.antlcman.‘
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