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Proceedings of the Madras G overnment, Revenue Department,
29¢h October 1869. - b ’

-~

R ~ Read the following:—
No. 360. . Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 4th June 1869, No. 3,082.

Read the following letter from the Acting Collector of Cuddapah, to the Acting
“Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Nandaloor, 7th April 1869,
‘ 'No. 38. " ' ‘ " .

| 1 mave the honour to advert ’69 the Procccdings of Government, Revenue

Department, dated 28th January last, No. 248. . The Board will observe that in

paragraph 4 of his letter, therein embodied, the Officiating Conservator of Forests

the north bank of the Chittravatty, which he recom-’-

mended should be socured for his department for a Railway fuel plantation, informed

. the Government that ¢« there are some petty rights which the Collector sdys can be

‘ purchasod for 70 or 80 rupees,”»whereupon, in paragraph 1 of their Order, the

. the Shrotriemdars, and ¢

* favoured to the extent of being
" the Land Revenue. \,

._gssessed at 2 annas 4 pics per acre.

' I should cndeavour to pure

for theland, or' ¥

Government ordered me to obtain the tract in question, ¢ recovering any outlay

which may be incurred from the Forest Department on transfer of the land.”

"o T think it right to point out that Major Beddome did not correctly describe
the rights that have to be dealt with in regard to this tract. The following is an

extract from my predeéessor’s letter to Major Beddome, dated 7th October last :—

¢« The land belongs to the Shrotriem village of Mootsoomurry, but I understand that

the ‘Shrotriemdars aro willing to. come to terms either if a sum of Rupees 72-8-6 per
annum ;s deducted from the J ody they pay to Government, or if a like sum is paid
annually to them in cash. The extent of the land is 497 acres 5 guntahs 1 vissuro,
‘It has never been cultivated.” ~

3. This, therefore, is not a case of outlay restricted, as the Government havé
been led to suppose, to Rupees 70 or 80. . The whole of the land is the property of
hey are bound to nothing. ‘
'4. Before proceeding further in the matter,
hase the tract out-and-out from the owners, and, if so,

11 be debited to Forest Revenue; whether I should engage, on
ill pay from its revenues an annual rent
t the expense of Land

whether the cost wi
pehalf of the Forest Department, that it w
hether I am to andertake, favouring Forest a
Revenue, to deduct the assessment from the Shrotriem Jody.

5. Last year,in North Arcot, I decided that the Forest Department should

pay the assessment upon @ bit of land they wished to take up; but I observed lately
in one of the Board’s volumes, that o1 Mr. J. D. Robinson’s recommendation the
‘Board upset my decision, an
land free of qssessment. ‘

.6, Ifthe Board see no objection to the ap

required by the Forest Department, the simpl
of course be t0 make a permanent deduction in the Land Revenue

Shrotriemdar’s Jody. ~
7. 1 cannot, howeveT, myself see why the
permitted to increas

est plan in the present instance will
by reducing the

Forest Department ghould be
o its revenue at the. expense of

cedings, [ am ordered to hand

8. The Board will obscrve that, in the same Proc
Cuddapah and the Papugny

over to the Forest Department another tract between
river. It consists of 450 acres, 250 of which have been,

about to be, planted from Local Funds. .. o

I beg to be instructed whether

d ruled that the Forest Department should have the

plication of this principle o all lands

and the remainder was’
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DLroceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
208tk October 1369.

9. The Jungle Conservancy branch of Local Funds is sadly wanting in
7 stability. One day the Forest Department demands and obtains more old forest,
- thus materially reducing our J ungle Conservancy income, and the next we have to
Land over to them, on refund of the bare outlay, what we fondly hope would be a
remunerative investment on behalf of the local public in a new Railway fuel planta-
tion. It is hoped that the Board will appreciate the difficulty, under theso circum-
stances, of framing g budget in regard to interests so flecting.

10. - But as the site is Imperial property, I fear wo have no locus standi fromn
whence, a3 immediate guardians of the funds of the local public, we can in tho
present instance cffectively protest against the sacrifice of our local interests, and
the implied contempt for our local efforts to supply fucl to the Railway.

OrpErED that the foregoing letter be forwarded to the Conservator of Forests
for such remarks as hLe may wish to offer,

. The Board are disposed to believo that Major Beddome is not aware that
the assessment of the lang in question is so high as 72 rupees per annum, and that
to buy the land outright from its owners will probably require about 2,000 rupecs.

3. The Board recommend the Conservator to choose some other land for the
proposed “fucl reserve’; but should Le consider this particular piece absolutely
wdispensable to the suceoss of the undertaking, they request that he will be good
enough to state whether hig department ig prepared to incur the cost of buying up
the land altogether, or of Paying the annual rent of 72 rupcees.

——

No. 361, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated Tth Scptember 1869,
No. 6,703,

Read again letter from the Acting Collector of Cuddapal, dated 7th April 1809,
No. 38, recorded in Board’s Procecdings, dated 1th June 18069, No. 3,982
Read also the following letter from Major R. IL. BEDDOME, Officiating Conser-
‘ vator of Forests, to tho Sub-Secretary to the Board of Revenue, duted

Calicut, 28th June 1869, No. 1,478, .

Wrrir reference to the Proccedings of the Board, No. 3,982, of the 4th instant,
I'have the honour to inform you that it will be a great pity if the tract of land on
the north bank of e Chittmvatty river cannot be secured for a Railway fucl
Plantation.  I7 yve hoen all along the line as far as tho Tumbuddra, and there is no
jcract’so well adapted for planting ; in fuct suitable land cannot be obtained except
in very small blocks, unless we purchase at 3 large outlay. '

; M(:)J.r It appears that the land in question eqn be purchased outright for about
=990 rupees, or rented for an annual sum of Rupees 72-8-6 ; it is 497 acres in extent,
and I consider it is very cheap, The Payment of such alarge sum down, as Rupecs
?,0()(), would bLe a heavy chargo at the outset acainst the plantation, and as the
Collector states that the proprictors are willine :o ‘give it up if a swn of Rupees
72-8-6 per annum i3 deducted fr ;

g . X
should much prefer thig latter pPlan, and the Forest Department could then pay th?
annual assessment to Govcrnment, if necessary )

, 3. .The Collector is of opinion that no Jand should be given to the department
for planting frec of assessment; we have not hitherto Leen charged assessment on
uny land taken up for Planting, nor has a cliarge been cven contemplated before,

om the Jody that they pay to Governmeat, I,

oo

L

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
- 29tk October 18G9. RS

and I believe that I am right in stating that private individuals can obtain land for
planting trees free of assessment, for at least a certain number of years.

————

~-ResoLvep that the foregoing papers be_submitted for the ‘consideration and -

orders of Government. . ] . A

2. In Government Order dated 28th January 1869, No. 248, the Government
directed the Collector of Cuddapah to take measurcs to obtain, as a Railway fuel
reserve, the 497 acres of land indicated by the Conscrvator of Forests in a letter
dated 4th November 1868, No. 1,006, - ;

8. It afterwards appeared from the Collector’s letter, recorded at the head of
these Proceedings, that Major Beddome was not sufficiently informed ag to the
cost of the land, which the Collector statcs to be part of the Shrotriem village of
Mootsoomurry. The Shrotricmdars are willing to let the land on lease at Ru-
pees 72-8-6 per annum, or to scll it outright for Rupees 2,000,

4. The Collector’s letter was referred by the Board, in their Proceedings
dated 4ih June 18069, No. 3,982, to Major Beddome, for such remarks as he might
wish to‘oﬂ’er, and his lctter of 23th June is his reply.

5. The Board arc of opinion that the Conservator of Forests shows sufficient
reason for obtaining the land in question, even at the high prico named, and as it
is obviously more desirable that the land should belong to Government than be held -
by them on lease, they recommend that its purchase, at Rupees 2,000, be sauctioned, b

" and the Collector authorized to procced with the negotiation as soon as practicable, .

“that the Forest Department is not required to pay the asscssment on waste land

occupied by them. ~

6. With regard ta paragraph.3 of the Conservator’s lotter, _the Board remark__ __

No. 362. OrpER THEREON, 29ih October 1869, No. 2,875,

TuE Government sanction the adop-
tion of the course proposed by the Board
_ 4 of Revenue, on the understanding that
the Acting Conservator of Forests 1.1as suﬂicﬁient fund:cx available in his Budget provi-
sion for the purchase of the.land in questlon.‘ Major Beddome should submit g
report on this point with as little delay as possible.

(True Extract.)
(Signed)

Forests, No. 24.

R. A. DALYELL,

Acting Seeretury to Government

To the Doard of Revenue. Foret
iati servator of Iorests.
,, the Officiating Cons

,, the Accountant-General.

Exd. 8. T. Augustin. ,
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