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Proceedings of the Madras Goiemmen;‘, Rez}enueLDepar~tnzent,
AR : 98th October 1869.
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Read the following :— -

No. 352. . J Prdceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 22nd September 1é69,
N ' ' No. 7,051 - ‘

Read the following letter from the Officiating Collector of the Kistna District, to

‘the Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Masulipatam, 17th
August 1869, No. 249, ‘ ‘

o Stxce T joined the district T have been endeavouring to induce the natives to
jnvestigate the alleged existence of coal as asserted by Colonel Applegath, and

- holding out to them the certainty of being amply rewarded if they could discover
' the existence of this mincral in any quantity. ‘

9. One Kodavendi Venkaya, an inhabitant of Dantalapalli, Koppavayi
Perganna, in Kambummettu Circar, in the Hyderabad territory, a Comaty by caste,

. has now brought in some specimens of a mineral which closely resembles coal, and

which burns with the same smell. The finder states that he came upon traces
about a yard from the surface. The specimens he has brought were taken up at
a depth of about half a yard lower down, the lightest and finest specimen being

situated the lowest. He indicates the locality of the discovery as being in the

Oraganti Circar, about twenty-eight Amadas from Jaggiapetta, and about twelve

Amadas from Bhadrachellam. 1Ie states that he does not know where Chandna is,

but he offers to point out the place whore the specimens he has discovered were
found if he receives the assurance of being adequately remunerated. Ile describes

 the locality as a waste of four Amadas in circumference, among hills and trees, and

he states that the mineral_exists in large quantities,

3. Thave thought it best to report the matter at once, and send specimens by
banghy to be tested at Madras. Government may think it advisable to depute a
practical Geologist to visit the spot, and to offer the discoverer a handsome reward
if he points it out, and the fields be found worth working. His own story is that
he has spent Rupees 10,000 in the prosecution of his scarch, and that he has kept
his discovery an entire secret. B

P. S.—Dr. Rickard pronounces the mineral to be genuine coal, and has pro-
"mised to make a chemical analysis. Itis possible that the locality indicated by

" the Comaty is a totally wrong one, simply given to throw off the scent. The coal

bed may be much nearcr than he describes. .

ENCLOSUBE No. 1.—Specimen of Coal. - ’ C3

SupmrrTED for the orders of Government.

2. As the locality is in the Hyderabad territory the Board have taken no
further steps in the matter. ‘
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