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:No. 432, Read the following letter from the Superintending Engineer, Gth
Division, to the Seczotary to Government, Public W orks Department, datcd
Tanjore, 17th July 1869, No. 493 :— - ;

I mave the honour to report upon the tanks noted in the margin, as directed
in G. O., No. 1,652, dated 26th May 1868. '

2. The Maravanur tank is supplied by a channel branching from a jungle
strcam of the same name, and receives the

Maraw;anur, Savalur, Tozamalai, and Kavanur. dminage of about 12 square miles. A
dam ofrough stone 60 yardslong across

the drainage strecam diverts water to the tank, which is well provided with masonry
works having 3 sluices which are in good order, and 2 surplus weirs 36 and

19 feet long ; the former is built of stone and brick-in-chunam, and is in good order;

the latter of rough stone, without mortar, t]1roug]1 which thcrc 1s some wastage of
water when the tank is full. The bed of the tank is somewhat silted, but this cannot
be remedied, and the basin of tho tank which covers an arca of 224 acres
"zannot be enlarged; as the ground riscs very gradually, and a large area of dry cul-
tivation would be submerged if the water level were raised ; however, the extension
of the tank is unnecessary, for it is capable of holding 1,157’,7’60 cubic yards of
water, or necarly two-thirds of the supply required to bring the land dependent upon
it to maturity, and, thercfore, has only to be filled twice in a season ; the tank docs

Acres, not appear to have been breached, and

(Govermwent land = =77 T 21449 7 gherg Lias beéi no falling off of the reve.
Inawm do. . ... 154.6 ) . . . .

nue. Of course, if thereis no rain in the

369.05 water-shed, the tauk will not fill. An

estimate of Rupees 1,400 has lately been sanctioned to rebuild the rough stone
calingulah with mortar for raising the bank and for improving the supplying
channel.

3. The Savalur tank is supplicd by a dam taken from a rough stone dom
across the Mamoondy river, a jungle stream which drainsan area of about 90 square
miles. The tank has two masonry sluiceswhich arein good order,anda surplus sluico
of two small vents; it has no surplus weir, and as the head of the supply channel is not
prondcd with any masonry work, this tank runs the risk of being breached when
the rain in the water-shed of the Mamoondy isheavy. The bank isin very fair crder,
and though the bed'is silted, the tank is capable of containing nearly three-fourths
of the supply required for the land dependent upon it, #iz., 266 acres; the area -
i covercd by the tank bed is 125 acres, and

Goverpment=* ... ... e 14;0% the tank is capable of containing 939,800
Inam o ; cubic yards of water. This tank is not
capable of extension for the reason stated relative to the Maravanur tank.

v4 The revenuc derived by Government from this tank is Rupees 313 accord-
ing to the ayacut, the average revenue of the last five years has been Rupecs 312, and
the highest Rupees 370-5-3. The revenue derived by Inamdars is Rupees 3352
annually. For providing the channel head with a sluice for improving Yie dam
across the jungle stream, and for placing the bank in thorough order and protecting -

a portion of it with a rough stone revetment, a sum of Rupees 1,610 is required;
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this is more than five times the revenue derived by Government, though only alout.

2} times the revenue derived by Government and Inamdars, but the latter do not
appear to have hitherto contributed towards the repair of tanks, aud [ am in com-
munication with the Collector on the subject of their liability.

o m ‘. A4 . - .
5. There are two tanks at Togamalai which are supplied by jungle streams
' draining six and two square miles respec-

Acres. RS. X
Larze tank 51 129 tively. The acreage and assessment are
Suall  do. 21 5t

as per margin; in the larger tank there is
a sluice, but nonein the smaller, and both tanks surplus over ratural weirs at one
cxtrcnnty of the banks; the larger tank covers an area of 70 acres, and can contain
803,333 cubic vards of water, or about £5 per cent. above the qumtlt\ required fer
the land dependent upon it; and the smaller covers 25 acres, and contains 207,407
cubic yards, or ahout GG per cent. above the quantity required ; neither of the tanks
are in bad order ; they do not require extension, and the smaller w ould if extended,
submerge a por txon ot the village.

6. * Provision has been nade for a new sluice in each of the taan and for
repd.ruw the banks.

Ruranur.—There is no tank of this name.” At Kavanur, however, there are

{hrec abandoned tanks, two named Rayen Yairy, and the third Iyah Pillay; it is

‘not known to \»ln(,h Mr. Crole refers, as none of the tanks are to the N. N. W, of
the village. . .

7. The Rayen lmry tanks arc one above the other, the surplus of the larger

ank falling into the smaller; the upper tank is silted fxom to 21 yards above the

level of the land dependent on it, clearing a tank is of course out of the question,

for the 1‘emoval of *4,840 cubic yards of

* \With e\anormon going on in tank thia shonld carth from a tank be(l to )l()\ld cufii-
}rubtbly be S0 per ceat. higher, or 7,200, - m Al 1

cient capacity to hold a supply for a-
single acrc would be Rupees 603, upposuw the bed not to be great and the work
to be executed at 2 Annas pcr cubu, yi ard, while the water cess for one acre would
be about Rupees 21 or ¢, per cent. on the outlay. I merely meation this
because there scems to b(, a geneml impression among the Juuior Civiliaus
particularly, that tank beds can and ouzht to be cleared.

8. To rcturn to the Rayen Yairy tank. To restore it and to render it capable
of containing a supply for 150 acres, wi Lich is stated to have been formerly depen-
dent upon it, it would be necessary to raise the bank so as to admit of an average

“depth of 13 }mds of water bcing retained ; the carth-work would-alone cost about
Rupces 4, 00‘1 retaining the water to the necessary level would nccth_ate the exteun-
sion of the bank about half a mile to some high oround, and the water would sub-
mersce about one-quarter of a square mile, or about 160 acres of dry cultivation, which
is not the property of the proprictors of the lands under the tank, and the bed of the’

tank which is now under dry culthatIOIl
would be thrown out of cultivation.

Morcover the tank 1sbadly51tuatcd itis placed across a junglestream dramvwabm.lt

six square miles, and this stream brmﬂs down lar ge quantitics of silt \\hlch 18,

retained in the tank.

11 7 Acres.

l’roccedmgs of the Madras Gowmment Public Worls Department,
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9. After a few vears, therefore, the bank would have to be raised again.  From
what I have said above it is clear that the restoration of the tank is undesirable,
and the return from the restoration of the tank would probably be Rupees 2350 in
excess of the revenue now derived from the dry lands above and below the tanks,
while the restoration of the tanks would cost about Rupees 6,000. Moreover, the

proprictors of the 160 acres which would be included in the water spread would
reanire compensatino L the ovd suhwaonged  The dfonl drsedd &5

PIAU daeve haar cwrinad
about twenty-five ycars.

10. The Iyah Pillay tank is s2id to have been unused for forty yeafs. I
called upon the Tahsildar to inform me, if possible, why the tank was abandoned,

“but he has not yet replied; the area of the bed of the tank is about 67 acres

and it receives the drainage of only about half a square mile ; it is said, however, to
have been formerly supplied from a dam in the Iyaur, about three miles distant from
the tgnk, and indications of portions of a channel exist. The tank is 22 feet
below the erest of the calingulal in the Iyaur, but a deep cutting would be required
thraugh some high ground and to pass two hollows or drainage streams; and in the last
1,000 yards there would be afall of about 10} feet, orabout 18 feet a mile;large quanti-
ties of soil would be brought into the tank which is small, and it would soon be filled
up, W hlh, the, cost of building masonry fulls to prevent this would Le very great,®

and the restoration of the tank and the
* 1 upees 6 or 7,000
41500 . exeavation of the channel would be about
I ) i _)6.(.) - Rupoes— 4,500, -while - the ant;cipatcd
restoration of the tank is undesirable the more so as, under any circumstances, large
quantities of silt would find their way into the tank

11. ITaving now shown that the restoration of the tanks at Kavanur is unde-
sirable, and that the condition of the other tanks adverted to by Mr. Crole is not so
alarming aswould appear from his report,
I'\would observe that it is quite impossi-
Lle for an unprofessional person to form an opinion on the capacity, &e., of a tank
when.it 1s dl}, and hence his observation that the beds are conyex havm" disposcd
of the qpccml cases mentioned, Iwould only observe wrh rc"axd t«) the genecral state-
ments, that though there is room for 1mplmemont in the tanks, it is not a faic.
rcpxes(.nfa.tlon of the condmon of the works in Kulitalai and Maseri to speak of their
being ¢ a plethora of pullic works
une\ccutcd neglected, and unrepaired,”
1hic more 30 ws a very large number of tanks in the Kulitalai Talook are not the
property of Govcmment or are s2 in so small a degree that the cost of 1 improve-
ment, as n tlie Savalur tank is prohibitive when compared wuh the return to Gov-

blnmcnt from the tanlm. T
N ]
| T

Maravanur, Savalur, and Tozamalai.
7

Paragraph 23.

.'

_ hm ng hcmd from Mr. Crolo that the people were anxious to take up

o v“,"\) In I\uhtahl - ’s contracts along the lines of road in
L S e § - 4

M oyttt e progress, Iprocecdcd through the Rango
very shortly aftcr ]us visit, and found that the people were anxious to undertake

the work on rcccnm(r advanCCa, Lut not otherwise, and this system Las very
propetly been put a stop to; the contractors, however, were in many placcs ucable

]

return is only: Rupees 3615 so that the

N
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to obtain any assistance in the way of labour from the villages through which the
roads passed, especially on that from Manaparaito Kulitalai, and were obliged to
bring their coolics from the villages near the Cauvery. This road has been completed
as'far as Motooputty, but the work has been stopped, as therc are no funds avail-
able for its extension ; this is much to bo regretted as the fourteen miles which are
completed are of but little use, as the old track for a distance of ninc miles from
AMatoptty to Mananaral. is nak pranticaln fan 2 caneavanan with.syrings.

No. 433. OrpEr THEREOYN, 20th August 1869, No. 2,741.

Tue Government are glad to find,
from this letter from the Superintend-
ing Engincer, 6th Division, that the Mara-
~vanur, Savalur, and Togamalai tanks on which he was, in the order of the 26th szy
1868, No. 1,652, specially called upon to report, are not in that inefficient state in
which the late Acting Ifead Assistant Collector of Trichinopoly, after seeing them
when dry or nearly so, thought them to be. '

2. s Excellency the Governor in Council thinks it right to observe t!xat
Revenue Officers generally in commenting upon ther condition of ‘Irrigatlon
works would find much advantage in consulting with the Public Works Officers of
the Ranges in which they may be making tours of inspection, for they would t-hus
Lo encbled to afford tho Novenue Bosrd moro. completa and correct inﬁu.'""‘t}o“s
which would embrace, not mercly statements of the apparent condit.ion of Irriga-
tion works, but likewise particulars of the causes of that condition, of its effccts, and
of the nature and extent of the work that may be needed to improve them. '

3. Itis not quite clear whether Captain Oakes was able to find the ruined
tank of Kavanur referred to in paragraph'14 of Mr. Crole’s letter, b
three tanks scen by the Superintending Engineer appears likely to be worth restor-
ing as an Irrigation work.

L IRRIGATION, No. 21.

(True Extract.)

W
’ Lfﬂjor, R'E"

Acting Joint Secrelary to Government.

To the Superintcedieg Engincer, Gth Division, 9:—77.

,» Revenuc Department. 7/

To Superintending Engincers. | | ‘ : %;7 w}/
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