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. tary to Government, Revenue De

Madras, to the Acting Secre-

-+ Madras, 9th June 1869, No, 302,

partment, Fort Saint George, dated

!¢, his debts, and such loan to be advanced upon the security of hig
" ‘above noted.

" he authority of Government for me to pay him t

~ that the Zemindar can eflectually mortgage his E

* may be pleased to make him,

-1t will always be open to them to sue the Zemin

of course to the Government’s prior mortgag

v - margin, and its "enclosure, ‘requesting
the opinion of the Advocate-General
D o * .. . and the Governmeént Pleader, relative
to the application to Government by the Zemindar of Ramuad for a loanto pay off

Zemindary,

. Dated érd June 1809, 'No: 1,562, Revenue
... Department. o | ‘

9.1 submitted the matter for the cbnsideration of the Advo
the Government Pleader, and have also conferred with them ther

eon.
Lo | e e e . . '
i~ 3. Inow forward a copy of their opinion, and likewise

roturn the enclosure

4, I have, in anticipation of the sanction of Governmen
Advocate-General’s papers a fee of Pagodas 40, or Rupees 140, b
"payable to him in cascs of this deseription, and shall fecl obliged

t, marked on the
eing the usual fee

by your obtaining
he above amount, . |

L
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OPINION. ‘ I

We have éonsidefed, in consultétion; ‘the papers submitted herewith,
‘2. As to the first question submitted to us by Government, we are of opinion
state to Government for {he term

_of his own life, as a sccurity for the repayment of any loan that the Government

3. "As to the second quostion, we think tha
Zemindar to Government can have. the effect of

: quenf creditors from pursuing their legal rights

t no mortgage of fiis Estate by the
excluding either present or subse-
for the recovery of their debts,

dar at law in respect of such debts

inst his Estate and Effects, subjoct
e-clainh. All that could be sold in

to recover Judgment, and sue out exccution aga

execution would be the Zemindar's ri

I HavE the hpnbtir to é}ckﬁowledge the Order 6f, GoVemmént, noted in the -

cate-General and ™

.+, words, his equity of redemption.

- 4.5 As to the last question,
mation on which to expre

ght, title, and interest % the Estate, or, in other

we have not before us at present sufficient infor-
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ss any satisfactory opinion, By the construction which

" the Courts of this Pre

sidency have put upon the Istimrar Sunnuds under which -

* Zemindaries are

speaking, can onl
Appeal No. 6of 1

Leld, the Zemindar is'a mere tenant, for life,
y charge or alienate his Estato for the period of |

and, ordinarily = *

118 own life—see

LV-;“ -~ _._M‘ ——

1862; 1, Madras Iligh
2, Madras High Court
Madras High Courts Re
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821; 1, Madras Select Decrees, page 284 ; Special Appeal No. 5 of

Court Reports, page 148;; Regular Appeal No. 42 of 1863 P
Reports, prage 128; Regular Appeal No, 23 of 1865; 3,
pbrt, page 5, . o C AR e T
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" Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

- 22pq October 1869,

Reports for 1855
v, page 239 .
Reports for 1858, ’page 94 % Regular Appeal No, 407 of 1857 .

"o make fuller inqyie..
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22nd October 1869,

! ‘irnfc;rmcd of thé:chardcter of tho debts referred to; so that the Government Pleader
. may be able, after conference with him, to determine what debts can, and what debts

cannot, bo laid upon the Estate.. In this suggestion I agree. It is also proposed
to charge a Special Officer with the duty of making a report upon the condition and
resources of the Zemindary, and on the expenditure which would be involved in

placing the irrigation-works and roads in a good state of repair.’ This duty might

be comniitted to an experienced Native Officer, and I think that Vencata Row would

" be capable of performing it. This shows that, if Government is to undertake the
‘duty of assisting the Zemindar out of his difficulties, it is expedient that we should
_haveas exacé a knowledge as possible of the value of the Estate which is to constitute

our security; . o
9. Ihave put up, with these papors, some documents of an old date, illustrative
of the xhoansf taken, in the year 1816, to extricate the Zemindar of Vizianagram from

*his embarrassments with excellent effect. It would appear from the letter of the

Board of Revenue of 3rd May 1816, that the Government became the sole creditor of
the Zemindar for the amount of twelve lacs, adopting all his responsibilities towards
his miscellaneous creditors, and that the Zemindary was mortgaged, as a security, to
Government. The money, fpr the payment of the creditors, was raised by Govern-
ment by the issue of Transferable Bonds bearing interest, and in about six years the
Tstate was cleared and restored to the proprietor. The details of tho transaction
cann ot, however, be made out from the papers now before me, but could no doubt be
recovered from the Acgeuutqpt-General’s Office. 1 suggest that ‘th‘e Board of
Revenue be dirceted, in conjunction with the Accountant-General’s Oflice, to furnish

the Government with an explanatory statement.

| (Signed)  NAPIER,

]

No-246. ' MINUTE BY THE IIQNQURABLE IL D, PIIILLIPS,
‘ ”;”-',3_: . proposal originally mado for the relief of the Zemindar is, to advance to

him, from the Imperial treasury, a sum of money sufficient to pay off some twelve
lacs of rupees of debt. ' Steps are then to be taken for the protection of the lender

 (the Government), whether by an assignment or a mortgage of the Zemindary., I
" have stated the objections to these measures which I entertain, and the opinions of

our learned Counsel, Messrs. Norton and Handley, are far from removing the
difficulties of kinds which have presented themselves to me, B

h 2. Before noticing these, I would remark that, prior to entering upon an inquiry
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is at hand, we ought, I submit, to ascertain from the Government of India whether
. an outlay, ‘unexpected by them, of twelve lacs would suit their present financial -
arraflgexnents. It may be that, after doing all that it is apparently the intention of
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% '* 'into the debts of the Zemindar, and leading him to believe that the proposed relief
L

|

;

ne h . " ‘ | i
is own lfe for Ordinary d‘;’;}iéll{ently only ah.enate it, or charge 1¢ for e is | /[’, this Government to do, we shall be told that our effqrts to put to rights the moncy- -
! of debt whict might o] 8 contracted by hin . but that thepe are oth Period of affairs of a spendthrift Zemindar, are highly commendable, but that money can-
but against i1 Foate efltlmately charged not against the lfo.gey. Cr categorieg 4 - mot be spared for such an object. A communication of the above-stated nature should
bis Suggeatod th the i Zse f, conformably to Hindu Layy Under rest.m the Estate /  therefore, in my humble opinion, be our first step in this novel and important
A €Zeminday of Ramnad should despatchaperszietm;(}umsmnces’ » }« /,/‘ undertaking. ' It might bo accompanied by a brief narration of the circumstances
o 0 Madrag f,11 ) ./ under which the present Zemindar has obtained possession of the Estate, and of the -
* ~t
i P4
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'; . i A Proceedings ‘of the Madras Government, Revenue I)Bpa"t“mem’ {;
- - - 1 i roc , 1869. ‘ : - "
' ' ‘. . SO 22nd October 1869, . - -
Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department ! { ‘ . ‘ 7
' i B . .
999 ) & v . . . . . imi 1 44 ¢ )
, 22nd October 1889, ; ;- S - tinstance, We are going far beyond the limits which t‘l_e former i
- T : ¢ - 6.-In thep reseix quasi-independent Government compared with what o
’ ‘ ‘ . . . ) i of Madras—a quasi- M ‘ Lo . at .
grounds on which he ig regarded as having g special, peculidr cldaim on the indul- ' ! Govemn}en: 869—carcfully. preseribed for itself, and we are acting without that 3
gence of the Government, instesg of being made responsible for frequent defyults ’ b e we are in o ulti‘ma'telyiwe v bound to secure, o ;
n discharging the sumg due to the State according to its Code of Revenue Lav, ' sanction Y; i - the above views, I am averse to the appointment of any Officer to -
‘ y ‘ e 7. Ilolding c it f the irrigation reservoirs, ete, .. -
3. To revert to the Joint opiniong of Messrs, Norton and Handley :--Tt is ; L , sxamination of the present condition o 2 1IT1g ) ) » >
Tor e g . . - ' iy er on an examin : se, after a Jarge | ;
advised that the Zemindar be desired to send up to Madrgs $o1me person competent o j ‘ oy e?ihe Zemindary. Such a step seems to me to ‘be plrematl}:lr Z’t b:]f:u(} (’“ ernment if ~ N
. R . . . . . ! o . . " 1 7, . ‘
. to set forth an analysis of the Zemindar's debts, so that their origin and charactcr : £ © small expenditure for such an object, we may learn
may De scen, -With’a view to determining which of these, or what part of any of o or B
- them, ghall 1,e regarded as legitimat, charges on the inheritance, [ 1gugt say I
should seriously mistrys i

' ‘ i f alarge landholder whose
b . . ce twelve lacs for the convenicnce o ; gol: 1 s
4 India decline to advzzve already been most liberally left outstanding, and against - .=
arwears of l‘eVC:}l;l; to that Government that the Revenue Laws should have been
whom it may secen | } 4 ‘
enforced.,

forcod e (Signed)  1IL. D, PHILLIPS. R
2nd August 1869. ) - SR ‘ |

| Ranmad, such as the
it should be the Zeminday's Interest to

character; for proof of the king would g
" those cireumstuuces the deaty; of the

-

Zemindar jg likely to s
brove that all Lis |
atisfy the Government here, that under

Zemindar, who Las only g life-interest in the

- Norton ang Handley, would bo unattended . ‘

1¢ people of Ramnad,

end.. Nocessu.rily,
abilitics are of that
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- 47 MINUTE EY TiIE R‘Ié‘rHT‘ HONOURABLE THE PRESIDENT.
No. 2

, ,
S : AT ; )
‘ . in of the same opinion as . !
» ‘ ‘ : aadi Minute of my colleague, I remain o nio ‘
‘ ¢ upper or lower classes, are adepts : ' ‘. ; | Arren reafilng thsnment would do wisely to make a strenuous effort to cxtricato o :
“part of Lo e L horo ther would Lo the “rongest inducoment on tho | ? beforo—that thlsij(I?Vr(;nad from his difficultics, and, with that view, to adopt the ‘*5:
rf:;d; i(ieblt(”:‘ Hild Cl‘edlfiors to give t'o eaCh itenl of debt Sl.lCh a Cha.l'ﬂcter as \V()uld N ! i : { . the ZO].Il‘lﬂdar‘ ; b\‘a‘nlr Norton a,nd‘ ]_\Ir. I]:a,ndley. A.bove a.ll’ I think it Would bB " . :‘:‘
! o 2oablo against g Zomindary if gh present man died, and to croate §,  suggestionsma e. yth question prematurcly before the Government of India, for \
10 sthxxffest nducement for the Government readily to adyanee its moncy, Lo t inexped}entpto brmgz'he er(gjection of the project. I learn from Mr, Arbuthnot that :
Af, howevey there bo 4 . . ‘"('*"“%“-  that would cnsure tho . hild who is his father’s heir: so that in case of the \ -
an ; : . . . . c chlld who 18 ? . .
of these debts,‘ they are Sure o g’e' i‘;zzz::ilslbde;epmon in showmg au untrue origin : ? the ZOmmd{‘l‘ bas- 8 som, :h}; O'lellli)fol‘ity of the heir, the Estate would g0 1nto the Court X
should 'he gj, before overnmont had ¥ the s;c.cessor of tho present borrow?r, % death of the Zemindar m.t o Gorooror | nt—swhile, if tho Zemindar lived poti] the !
Iitigation, in whicl, ho Gy ecoupe }ts?lf ; and except by special P of Wards—a great‘ So.cufl Y | n would probably unite with the father in adopting B
their advance fu. ‘ OVelm.nent would e p]amnﬁ', they could not recover 1 criod of his son’s majority, the son uld ‘ ’ ;
: ; ) c: X 1(l)m the new Zemindyy, o fhc engagements made with G‘overnment{. . Z - dor a%6 to bo ] réd o with %
O 1ot therefoyrg consider that e . \ S ngag id that the debts of the Zemindar are 0 be clea g
orton ang Handlejr’s Droposat ¢ }? the G’;overnment should fal] i Wltll Messrs, ‘ " 2. I have nevei said fall treasury as a definitive or absolute proposal. Iwould \
“to enligh fen thery as b hows | i'z;e upI rgn;) Madura 3 man from the Zoemindar funds taken from thebmfircould and the coﬁrse followed in 1816-viz., the issue g
aind. wheat s by each do t was contracted A daty of the ‘ . ey as bes d, oY : l
ind, " which i of the higheet ;. Y 1 raise the money blo expedient
: Shest im ortane . . , ds—seems a feasib ¢ expedient, ’ | L
' Reve‘nue Ofcer og the szt aidedg aN f" SI;;) u¥d be 9oy f-idul to an cx.pemm-e d i of Tr@nSfe?able bon 11 explanation from tho Board of Revenue, in conjunc- .o
Madurg op the Soy th of Inc’lia Y & Native Rey enue Official wel] acquainted with , - 8. I would call fora fut exf ot subjoct, . ‘ ;
| | . | v : : ount Department, . ‘ : , i
- 4. As regards the Supposed simily, ty b \ - tion with thq Ace P | z s 1)  NAPIER
Zemindar of Ramnag ‘ 1y between what it i Proposed to do for the { C 11869, Co (Signed) . . |
nagram in 1816, 1 \voulg ;08?9; }?I:d'Wth was done for thie Jatq Zemindar of Vigia- T Bth August . | | . ‘ \ |
‘ € At 1n the eq L : C B L ‘ ‘ |
of money myde from the Imperia] treasyry ¢ of the latter there Was no advance 3 - . | UTE BY THE HONOURABLE A J. ARBUTHNOT. - \
5. When the Govcrnment of Mady ‘ ' ' C b v Nodus LTIN . cell l}ié"(}o’vl[ériior in thinking it inexpedient that wa ' |
MOvernment, undertgo he Jsettleme ias§ ot time Sneontrolled by a Superior 4 { acrzE with Liis EX'CO en(;)’ f India on the,subjoct of rclieving the Zemindar ‘
to Rupecs 16,89,828, Nothing of 4 o"r'l t N thfa : anagram hablhtles’ fmounting ' Cd should address yth’e "Governm‘cn. ogntg until we are able to furnish more positive ‘
Procured frop, ¢y, Zominday ;nd frop b;l Lve ku.xd was done unti] the Collector had . Loy of Ramnad from  his embaﬂa:smossc* S’S as to the nature of the Zemindar’s private
under laking ], Management of the lé‘n t o, Ty full o o the Collector's ] "1 * -+ nformation than we a; p‘rebonndgche resources and requirements of the Zemindary.
() N . : ) , ‘
¥as to be made from only the gup ; . IR o urthor “ibulated that "o payment I debts, tho prosent o ome o xpressed in my former Minute, that it is yer |
r > 4 s . ¢ 9 . R
| éemlndar being Rupees 75 000 'II‘)huS.CO lectlons, the annug] allowance to the , . : ’ 2. Tadhere to the opml:nhou};d réndcr to the young Zemin dar all the aig f
: cight per con Por anmug, wa, t b 16 Interost o the Several debts calculated gt 4 v R § desirable that the Government s e ‘ ‘ . !
Government 0 Day off thq p:ix? 'elpm;i half Yearly, but it wqq left optional with the ; ? ‘ ' ,‘ N
N C1 1 { : r; . / ; | )
£ Was clear of dop 2 seven ars ple at itg diseretion, Thus settled, tho Acmmdar}" 1 £ . ; N
*‘ ; L ! \‘X
’ : f';/

o
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. 22nd October 1869.

f T

fi e M MéWﬁt@rs, and one who, entirely unconnceted with the district and its parties," - .-

which it can, wit Propriety, alford to kim i frecine 1 1 tato from deb: and TR eamedo 6 work fresh, and ignotant ‘jﬁ,f;b?-zenllndar,’s han%?rsj?r,”_‘?"’d“fd
adver ting to ’the two precedi’uts i"urni ‘heldlinu;h reong Eltsh As\r‘;;ﬂn,l(rr‘am Zémin- g ’\,‘ R be a pfefer{]i}glc.:f'f\‘,m:inf‘}tlon to ‘Mfr. 'l_}w 'Ya#tel'j%" \\ T . SR b
dary, 1 506 no renson Why somo oo > ‘ Ceaseo e Vizlan: ° d oliect AR B U Cs8. yrther orimlon in regard to the oth%r steps‘ tPat must hereafter

3 ‘ 8 bractical method of effecting ‘the desired objec 4 { I VR ailz.w, sreeorded on twa geedsione tuy Vo hat the measure o

should not. be devised, Thg Board of ‘Revenue and the Accountaut-General BRI At ‘Is not justified bj’ the " c-icumstances of the Zemindareend the. R
:’h‘mld: as Lord Napiqr Suggests, be instructed to submit, without delay, an explana- . K ; T ;le;:;::;?}l: L’«lm?fg b L ks - , )

OTy statement of o measures taken for havine I the credi Lo Vizia- P A ‘ R T T o

ragram Zeminday i 1816 and the fullo-&{riygz;’s,oq the cxeditors of ¢ 9% f R3rd September 1869 . (S]}gned) - HV'MD‘,' ?IIIFLIPS'

and dg;t indﬂ}efmeantin}e I woulg depute.an oflicer to obtm'n,'on the spot, full {; § o ' | IR

: ctaile ion ; . ; . ‘ b oo 1 To o
P e L e Y e

10 report to Government on the prosent n{atcri' 1 0"5_‘;}‘1101’1 d o ir,(\1i;ents of . 1~ ' N Land Revenue. - ) Tz G_ro.vernlment are unab'l ¢ to conme

the Zemindary, g, these dutios, T g ‘I‘d ;’3“ ton e requ Euronenn 74 2 to a d.ecm‘lon on the.questmn undcir
officer (probably gl Head Assista;x,t stati;ln{cids 10t‘1 R . 0(111 hfmtﬁ;l o' ‘m(;lic.f)f ’:;' % : o S ve -dLSCu.SSIOH o fhe oresoing pepe, unt.ll
'fhi*’ local knowledgo,~ be the Person bogt mlz dxa;uncll “?u‘,.’ on d{mdw; an ;3/,' / they haﬁfVe' before them mo.revposit;ye.and rehalﬂe information as to tlrle present clogdl-

intelligent N ative ofﬁélxll of the grade ot: .Do(l)u;\:-(()) 1l 02‘ © faskh nided by ‘1,2 tion, resources, and requircments of ?he Zemlfld?lr};)qf,é{amzzd. | i‘heGy are E; 50 0;

A TFor e reasons advanced v e, o Sllector, - ler thi e opinion that the essential information require . iy the . tvo:;a.bot- onc1;at (im
.‘ cdux"seflml'eferdl)le to that 5u0‘rrcgt(§1 b y“ mg} colleug-uo, Mr. Dhillips, T con%u[er‘,t e ,,:«A GQVGI‘I}Illeflt Pleader,l as to thq ?atu}'e‘ Of; t}?‘iyfimul?)c alt;li tﬁ ing eb e‘af,ﬂ?fvi&’;e;?\% TN
' the Zomiudar {0 sond . con?’lf[mﬁal ::.mlli t«’):f'n;z‘nf:\nt L:t\Y officery, of‘culhng 1111702 i i | T thedr opinion apove reco}-dod, is :1020 f1t fe}’zef:l ﬁnedar‘de nutod ty; : " o ihe AR

ing his Wquiries o the spot il b; 'bett ? . }dl( o g robean officer cone u.c , oA  officer on the spot, t.han ﬁon} mll ?O:n' tz Ad OCatc-Genelz,l i« Ex“ cllency in
be made by the Zeminday or Lis apronts 5§ Lr‘le ¢ to Lafile any attempts that n-m}l l sole purpose Of- Jstatmg particu al.s 0 161; MV Bliss, the .t" - S b-Coll ty o .
‘nature of the several dolyg « '111:10'f ; ).mh .e?d the Govermnofxt a3 to the 10:11 f’“\ Council accord.n‘lg-ly resolve§ to derCt.lt 1a7 r.- dISS, ed Cf/:Ho uk: olleg C‘Jr o1 “"WJ £
[ropas imﬁﬂ;; e infm-mr:ti(o 11 ]u]e nquiry be conducted n} a carcful anc i the Madura Dlsbrl?t, s}lall proceed to the ;101n1n :{r)'ft, an ,ti.% eir ma, H;;i a Calef:ul

reliable than. whot {:hey Wc:uldnb ,ulr.k befora )4 ‘Law olicers will Lo far more : inquiry, shall furnish in a comI.)lcte form. the r.eqU.lIS} deaf:r 101;1 alB on the severa]

the Zeming,; to Madyag £y, tl o, 1 Obaia from an “gent deputed by } points indicated.l’ Mr. Bhss, will b o assisted 'n tis duty by - oputy-Collector
10 Apr s © Purpose, : “ ; T. Venkat Row, whose services will be temporarily placed at hig disposal for the
| m” August 1869, (Signed) \. J. ARBUTIINOT ’ purpose by the Acting Collector of Tinnevelly, and by a good Acc9untant from the

| e S g Al T - Collector’s Cutcherry at Madura. Mr., Bliss, while so employed, will be relieyed of
' — f

. o the Sub-Collector’s duties, but will be required to conduct the current work of the
PATEN 219' |

MINUTE BY Iead Assistant’s Office; the Acting Ilead Assistz}nt being" p]gced temporarily in

IIE RIGnT HONOURAL’LI] TIIE PRESIDENT.
I sorpg

‘ f My, Arbuthnoet,

h (Signcd) NAPIER,
——

TUE IoN

S1ign e duty of aseertainin

L ‘ ith the'suggestion 0
’ 1:)/,’4; Septemler 1869 4

8 the particulars of the Zemin-

to a Ey
. ‘ ro . . .
1 ‘Onfﬂrll‘dfy wilh 4 sugostion , Ii)ea.n officer has my cordial assent, as being
. y iy .
SOIE 4ime gy, - . 0s UG 4y tlg Uoteg

on this atter which I froto

9 ' ond] ‘
< Butl Would pregg o, the Goy

latention ¢ charge (o IIe

Crnment arec
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charge of the Sub-division,,

2. In the mcantime,) the Board of Revenue and the Accountant-(}eneral will

be requested to submit to Government, without delay, an .explanat;ory statement

~ of the measures taken for paying off the creditors of the Vizianagram Zemindar in
" 1816 and the following ycars, and again in 1848,

3. The proceedings of the Government Solicitor, as reported in paragraph 4
of his letter, are sanctioned. : ’

' (Bigned) R. A. DALYELL,
Acting Secrelary to Government.
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the Collector, dated 25th January last, indicate clearly enough a desire to impede
| any thorough improvement of the property, and, if complied with, would, in Zimine,
; create insuperable difficulties in the discharge of his duties by a conscientious

Revenue Officer bent on benefiting the Zemindar and doing justice to the ryots.

5. I would not permit the young man to impose any conditions whatever, save
and except that he shall have a sufficient monthly allowance. I say this in the
belief that the Collector and the Board’s proposals, as to receiving charge of the
Zemindary, may be approved by the Government ; but my own opinion is, that
these permanently assessed Estates should stand or fall by themselves, and that
it is not the proper duty of the Government to step in and act as Estate Agent and
Steward, in order to retrieve any damage to the property which may have
‘ arisen from one cause or many causes. It seems to me that if Governmen?
. concede what is here demanded, they establish the precedent of taking into

a sort of nursing any Estate of which the proprietor has fallen into embar-
rassments. It will be difficult to fix the limit of compliance with future similar’
applications. We may have them coming in from the Poligars and Moottadars of
Salem, from the Zemindars of Tinnevelly, and from Zemindars in the Northern
Circars. It will be awkward to refuse a similar indulgence ; 50 that in the sequel,
we may be using up, for private interests and concern, our best Covenanted Revenue-
Officers of the middle rank in restoring, to prosperity and paying capacity, Estates
in connection with which our ounly duty ought to have been simply to receive
instalments at fixcd periods of their unvarying Peishcush,

6. On less favourable terms than the Zemindar desires to got from the Govern-
ment, he would have nodifficulty in sccuring honest energetic agents among the non-
official European residents in this Presidency ; and I have no doubt that there are

. also many able Native officers of the Government. who, if left to themselves and
- not interfered with by persons‘(abogf‘g the Zelpindar, would soon relieve the pro-
v perty from _its present eml?é,rrassments- ) 4

7. 1 would draw the attention of ' the Government to g remark, recorded in

-

‘*i s ’ " . Proceedings of the 26§11 August i848, by the then Governor, that ¢ the charge of an
“:.’« s © ... ". Y Estateby Government had not hitherto proved a check on extravagance, but, on
o - R ) o ““the contrary, would seem ra:cher to haye facilitated the borrowing of money."”
¥ _: - L -~ This remark rests on a Minute by Sir Henry Pottinger, and was concurred in by

[ ~ ¢ Mr. (now Sir) Daniel Elliott,

180k Marc 1869, (Signed) H.D.PHILLIPS. -
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MINUTE BY THE HONOURABLE A. J. ARBUTHNOT.

- ‘ , It appears to me very desirable that the Government should, if possible, aid
B . ~_ the young Zemindar of Ramnaad“in extricating his Estate from the embarrass-
o ' ments in which it is at present involved, and that, if any arrangement can be made
_ for securing the Government against loss, and the Zemindar is willing to place
his Estate under the management of an officer of Government, such management
heing unfettered by any conditions beyond the settlement of the annual sum to
be allowed to the Zemiudar for his own personal expenses and those of his family; .
wo should be justified in applying to the Government of India for permission to
advance, from the public treasury, a sum sufficient to pay the Zemindar’s private
debts, recovering the same, with interest at a moderate rate, say, six per cent.,

‘+  from the rents of the Zemindary. ‘ »

- SO ¢ ' .2 AsI ohserved in my Minute of the 16th July last, I consider that this
P | ~ Y _young Zemindar has a strong claim on the consideration and generosity of the
‘ ¥ ' Government. ' ) '

3. We have bofore us an excellent precedent in the case of the Vizianagram
Zemindary, which, from a condition of embarrassment very similar to that in
which the Ramnaad Zemindary is now involved, has been converted into one of
the most prosperous Estates in India by the adoption of measures almost iden-
, , . tical, cxcept in an important particular, with those which it ig now proposed by
i : the Collector and the Board of Revenue to apply to Ramnaad, . . -
R ‘ , 4. The point in which the two cases differ is with reference to the means -
. ' i taken in the one casc, and those proposed to be taken in the other, for satisfying :
T the private creditors of tho Zemindar. In the present case, it is proposed that the
: Government should at once advance the sum required to liquidate the>privai;e

dobts.  In the case of Vizianagram, as I understand it, there was no advance from
haos T ’ the public treasury-—certainly none of any magnitude ; but the debts were paid
I gradually, by the Special Agent, out of the rents, L ‘

5. In the case of Vizianagram, the aggregate amount of ‘debt was about the
same as that in which the Ramnaad Zemindary is now enéumbered, viz., in foﬁnd
numbers twelve lacs ; but the rental of Vizianagram, dvailable for the

A payment of
. _ this sum, was eight lacs, or a lac and a half per annum in excess of the present
rental of Rammnaad. . <

R - T

A

o

i

6. Itis, therefore, of greater importance ‘in the one case thaz it was in the
other, that a reduction should be effected in the rate of interest payable to the
private creditors. . . |

7. I would direct the Board of Revenue, after communication with the
Government Law Officers and the Collector of the district; to report, |

' . - : & - lst.—As to'the terms upon which the transfer of the Zemindary to the
‘ - : management of tho Government, until it is cleared of debt, should be effected,
and whother sich transfor would have legal validity beyond the lifetime of the
; : prosent Zemindar. ’ ‘ o
[ 2nd.~The details and cost of the establishment which would be required for

i ; the efficient management of the Zemindary,including the salary of the Special Agent
in charge. w . R

. -
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: T ' 8rd.~The probable cost of placing the irrigation works of the Zemindary in
. proper order. : r

C 44l —Whether, in the event of the Government advancing nine lacs for the
o payment of the Zemindar's debts, the Zemindar would be prepared to surrender the

: man
’ ‘ fettered by no condition save in regard to the amount of the allowance to be made

for Lis maintenance. ' i
5¢h.—What arrangements should be made for ensuring that the Zemindar
shall Le trained up to business habits, so that he may become fit to ‘manage his Estate

. .with economy and discretion, on its management being restored to him.

- farnished by him, under date the 26th January last, contains a full and accurate

: statement of the Zemindar’s private debts.

"9: "I do not think that we could act on the' suggestion made in the Acting
Sierétary’s memorandum, that the Government, in order to obtain the temporary
management of the Estate, should attach it for arrears of Peishcush under Madras
Act I1, of 1864: such an attachment would have no legal validity after such a sum
‘had been recovered from the rental as sufficed to liquidate the arrears of Peishcush.
. : ©o10. It romains to be considered what measures can be taken for the relief of
.t L the Zemindary, in the' event of the Law Officers pronouncing any transfer of its

management not to be binding on the Zemindar’s successors. In this event it will
clearly be impossible to make any considerable advance from the public treasury
for the payment of the debts; but it may still be a question whether, by reducing

... .. -tho allowance payable to the Zemindar and by greater economy of management,

_arrangements might not be made for paying off the debts gradually, as was done
" in the ca'scélof Vizianagram, without any loan from the treasury. In this case the
;~: arrangement, would be liable to terminate at any moment on the death of the
: I present Zemindar ; but as far as I can sce, no practical inconvenience would resulf
.' ' from such liability, which, I may observe, was incurred by the Government cf
Sir Ilenry Pottinger, when the Vizianagram Zemindary was - placed under Mr.

Crozier’s management, -~ ‘ ~ " :

23rd April 1869, . s (Signed) A.J. ARBUTHNOT.

re - .~
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agement of the Estate into the hands of the Government until the debts are paid, -

8.. The Collector should also be instructed to satisfy himself that the statement
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- MINUTE BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT.
Tug Zemindar of Ramnaad de§ires‘to place his estate under the control of Govs
_ernmnent, with a view to procure the liquidation of the heavy public and personal

" debts with which he is encumbered, and to secure his restoration to an improved

and unincumbered property hereafter. ‘
. In order to carry out this project ina satisfactory manner, it would be desira-

blo that the Government should make a loan to the Zemindar of more than nine
lucs, at a moderate rate of interest, for the extinction of private debts now held at

12 per cent; that they should waive the immediate payment of arrears of Peishcush; -

and that they should appoint a European officcr, in the rank of Sub-Collector, to
superintend the administration of the Zemindary. - .
Such an intervention of Government, as I have indicated, would be an unuysual
.measuré. It could only be justified on grounds of a very special character. In my

humble judgment such grounds exist in the present case. I would, justify these

cohcessions on two motives (1): On the peculiar and exceptional causes which have
produced the embafrassmepts of the Zemindar; (2} on the interest of the people.
'/aTh'e family of Ramnaad have twice within thg last fifty years experienced the
C R ovil of a disputed succession. Twice in
e Southon Tndia,” page 306, this period has there been a prolonged
SR . and costly litigation running through all
the Courts of the Presidency, and terminating before the Privy Council, - The

~second of these suits was between the family and the Government, What propor. -
tion of the debts which have now accumulated may be distinetly traced to the last

suit, only dctermined last year, I cannot affirm: It is certain, however, that the
proccedings must have becn a grievous charge on the family, both in'respect to
the actual outlay for law expenses and by the diminution of receipts incidental to
a doubtful proprictorship.” The Government was conscientiously but, as it proved,
erroneously the adversary of the Zemindar ; it would be alike generous and politic
on the part of Government now to come to the relief of their antagonist. - -

~ The Zemindary of Ramnaad gon'lprises an area of 2,351 square miles, and
contains 425,000 inhabitants. Itis nearly as larggy asthe Madras District, but the
populatiou bear$ no proportion to the extent. From all the sources of information

_which are open to me, I have heard but one account of this ektensive, half deserted.

"+ tract. Itis the poorest, driest, most neglected region in the Presidency. It is

“constantly ‘on the verge of famine, The people abandon it in crowds for Ceylon

" and for the more favoured districts of the Presidency. The Gazateer for Southern

India says that ten years ago 150,000 persons were believed to have emigrated,

about Lalf the population of the Zemindary, This may be exaggerated, but the

+ Missionaries assure me that the emigration.is in assent and caused by the
exhaustion and mismanagement of the estate. I derive these impressions not only
from the Revenue outhorities but from the Roman Catholic Missionaries who are

intimately acquainted, with the condition of the Marava country. In the absence

of Government interference, I anticipate along period of native management power-

less for good, but fiuitful in mischief, concluding with the ruin of the Zemindar, -

and the completo cxhaustion of -the cultivators. With Government assistance,
an ancientfamily can easily be restored to a useful and flourishing position, while
the country would be benefited by the repair of its ruined irrigation worksand the
creation of roads, : '

. a AL P L e i e i e B
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- T . $00 I would not be deterred b.y the apprehension of making a dangerous

) Yo R ' " - innovation’ or precedent I would deal with the case on its own a merits, Should a
T .o - similar case present 1tself a case of a Zemindar oppressed by a law suit against

Government, and of a people 1mpover1shed by chromc scarcity and neglect, 1 Would

deal with it in the same spirit.
00. The following simple sta’cement borrowed approximatively from the infor-

T *’ | : ey } e : ‘mation furnished by the Acting Collector, will show how easily the Zemindar and his
R R A ATl meam C v - ‘tenants might now be extncatfad from thelr dlstresses. A few years later the case
’.';,'« L LT : e ) | ‘ mwhtbe desperate IR T
Sl e e e N e : R .. 00. ' The gross rental of the Zemmdary may be safelyset down under a more
o i““.". ) ; A o e, a e C . energetic management at Rupees 6,50,000." The Acting Collector gives the average
. A ;';:"»C'j‘ SR S , i C {: o ..« at Rupees 6,37,921; but the recent years have been most unfavourable, and the
R w T ,:r e "‘ R Y '.'E".‘."wf'f; L e .- .. existencoof the law suit must have acted most prejudicially on the conduct of the
e A g A ‘f: L o R 3 ( h "o o S cultivators and the authority of the pr0pr1etor. I heard it assumed on all sides that
I i ~ ('_ i AL “ e A . 3 with tolerable scasons and an und1sputed title the rent would soon rise to eight lacs,
o, J.,\-‘._’, SR A :‘."? L f*:}"’.'f :',;,;';"_‘\.ﬁ s ‘ A “-"“ - i \ 00. From the gross rental we must deduct Rupees 3,24,000 for Government
L S P "“ PO R e B ‘;,‘(,: i .-m T o e A - tribute, and Rupees 63,000 (10 per cent.) for the expense of administration. The
. Cs :t" . S _':,';’_' : -\’."-"- v ,,,: *.’ _.:'5'3 ‘}4 - . Acting Collect;‘)l SZ'lyS R;PGCS 55 tOOO bu]: Iglmie alZVZyS heard it stated that the -
. . T Ceo Tt = r‘:";i“ L :',::*'.‘(»,n,-“' ) ) s mamnemont of a Zemindary estate may be fairly set down at 10 per cent on the
- N IR R NS RS o ol . et gross rontal. I prefer, therefore, to set down Rupees 65 ,000, .
. ‘8 Cooem T T e LT /;"‘.' " o S S SRR " The net rental would thus be Rupees 2,61,000.
1.' o ’ r . . . JUEEA .. ; A l;:{ ﬁ D .- " Qut of the net rental of Rupees 2,61, 000 the Government would have to pro-
i : . ‘ ',:' .. , ‘:7.j u', T L ‘ vide for three plmclpa.l objects— .
o I v s ';“:‘:. CL o e (L. ) The interest of deb'cf a[ild a sinking fund for its extinction, -
T N e .. (2) The improvement of the estate.
| X s - ‘_" o7 ’ : e - , | o 4 §3 ; The supri)ort of the Zemindar.
ae N T P N ‘ ‘ " The private debts amount to Rupees 9,76,832.
T T S , The public debt, or arrear of Pe1shcush amounts to Rupees2 38,082."

T e e C Pt - R | . . . We have thus a ’cotal debt of Rupees 12,14,914. The schedule of debts sfates
SN - PR L ‘Nf‘;:‘\ ] -, . L * the amount of Peishcush arrear to be Rupoes 2 38,082, and the Acting Collector
S e S e e S _ ' states inhis Jetter the amount of private debt to be Rupees9 76,832, which would

A - o L ciem - \ " be an aggregate of Rupecs 12,41,914; but in his letter the Acting Collector sets down ~
R o . the aggregate at Rupees 12, 49,914, The difference is immaterial, but let us say,
oL SR ’ , with any small addition that may since have occumulated for interest or othermse,

a total debt of Rupees 12,50,000, in round numbers.
This amount should be consohdated as a single debt due to Government,Apay'-
. ing 12 per cent. annually ; 6 per cent. for interest and 6 per cent. for a sinking
" fund. This charge would at the outset amount to Rupees 1,50,000.
: "I would [next appropnate an annual sum of Rupees 50 OOO to 1mprovements :
. | on the estate.
| ' There would remain for the support of the Zemindar in the beginning
’ " * Rupees 61,000. ‘ \ D
As the annual sum appropriated to the payment of interest diminished, the
; amount of revenue thus liberated should be equally divided between the fund for
; the improvement of the setate and the fund for the support of the Zemindar.
. Q The same rule should be applied to the recoverable arrears which are
l L estimated by the Acting Collector at Ruppees 2,50,000, Supposing these arrears
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