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Praceedings of the Madras Government, Ilevenue Department,
14th October 1869.

No. 193. - Read the following letter from the Officiating Secretary to the Gov-
crnment of India, Public Works Department, (Revenue—Torests, ) to the
Acting Sccretary to tho Government of Madras, Revenue Department,
dated Simla, 18th September 1869, No. 444-F :—

- T a3 dirccted to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1,600, dated 14th
June last, relative to the introduction of the Forest Act into the Madras Presi-

dency, which, in the opinion of the Government of Madras, is uncalled for at present
-

and inexpedient. . %

2. Inreply, Iam dirceted to state that the Government of India:fully admit
that Act VII. of 1865 is inadequate to meet the requirements of forest adminis-
tration in the Madras Presidency, where, as is reparted, nearly all the j‘unglcs and

forests are within village-boundaries, and are subject to the prescriptive rights of

‘the inhabitants, ‘ -

3. Itis justly observed by the Board of Revenue that Section 2 of the Act
requires that the Notification, defining Government forests, shall not abridge or
affect any existing rights of individuals or communities, and that consequently
Rules can be framed under the Art for those forests only which are absolutely the
property of Government and free from private rights of every kind.

4. This impdrtant defect in the existinglaw it is, however, proposed to correct
as early as possible, and in a Draft Bill which has been preparced by the Inspector-
General of Forests, (but which has not yet been reviewed by the Government of

- India,) certain provisions have been inscrted for the regulation and commutation
of forest-rights. A copy of this document, with an explanatory memorandum by

the Inspector-General' of Forests, is forwarded for the information of the Govern-
ment of Madras, and special attention . is invited to Parts IV., V., and VI, of the
Draft Bill, o : : N

5. Under these circumstances therefore the Governor-General in Council
cannot consider that the inadequacy of the present Act afforde any sufficicnt argu-
ment against the introduction of Special Forest Legislation in the Madras Presi-
dency. The broad principle which the Government of India desire to sec acknow--
ledged in Madras as clsewhere is, that scttlement or extinction of all forest-rights
which interfere with a proper conservancy-management of the forests, shoul?i be
eflccted by means of fair and equitable arrangements, which will compensate any
limitation of existing advantages, and fully provide for the requirements of the -
people.  Sucha scttlement mayy in the opinion of His Excelleney in Council, be

cffected by the grant to the people of defined arcas of waste and jungle-lands for

their exclusive use, or by any other means which may be consideredssuitablo
. ¢ :

6. The Governor-Gencral in Council fully agrees with the observations sub-
mitted by the Board of Revenue in paragraphs 30 and 31 of their Proceedings,
No. 2,777, dated 16th April 1868, that due provision must be made for the grazing
of cattle and for the extension of cultivation. DBut Ilis Excellency in Couneil is
convinced that these objeets may best be attained by concentrating forest conser-
vancy on limited, well defined areas, which will eventually come to be the forest
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14th October 1869,

domains of the State, and by assigning to the inhabitants other well-defined trac.ts
for thei~ own exclusive use. This process must be gradual, but the prOCCdl'er in
effecting a separation of the Stato and village-forests and waste lands ought, n the
opinion of the Governor-General in Council, to be regulated by a well-gonsidered
Legislative Enactment,

rd of Revenuo
d be protectcd
zin be done

7. In paragraph 40 of their Proc edings quoted above, the Boa
urge, with great propriety, that the sources of springs and rivers shoul
by a careful and completo sy<tem of conscrvancy, and state that this
without any nccessity for introducing the Act.

" The Government of Indiareadily admit that the present Act would give 10
¢ springs end

assistance in this respect, but unless the protection of thy sources 0 1
streams is to be limited to thoso lands over whichGovernment lmvcubsolut.o controd,
© it is evident that legislation will be nccessary., With referenceto this subject I ﬂ‘n;_t
dirccted to invite special attention to the provisions of Section 42 of the D8
Forest Bill prepared by tho Inspector-General of Forests.

: pot
8. Tho Officiating Conservator corrcctly urges that tho Penal Codo does B9

+ provide any punishment for simple trespass, and that without tho power Of’p‘:}lf;s
biting ingress into certain parts of the forests, protection is impos.sxb}o. For >
~ purpose also, and to guard against cattle-trespass, it appears to 1Iis Exccllency
Couneil that special legislative authority is necessary.

. < . . . el doubt'
9. The foregoing remarksregarding Forest Legislation, geuc.:mll) y W 1110 of tho

Jess recéive that attention by the Madras Government, which the importanco © N
{ India bo

subject demands ; and I am directed to request that tho Government 0 y
favoured by an expression of opinion regarding tho Draft Bill subxm.ttcd o
Inspector-General of Forests, and its fitness or (;thcrwisc for the ngClal reqe
ments of the Madras I’}csidcncy.

Y tllO

ORDER”l\HIRlZOX, 1ith October 1867, No. 2,§35.  »

‘ Foawannep to the Doa

No. 194,
!'d Of Reve.

rvator ©
on of any
ssed 10

I‘-orests' No. 11. nuo and the Acting Conse

Forests for tho carly submissi
. sult :

obscrvations they may desire tc offer on the Draft Act and the views €3pr

the memoranduni® bj' the Inspector-General of Forests.

3 -lews
o furnished with the vi€

9. Tho Governor in Council would also wish to b { tho 15th March
e . * N \l ) 10
of the Board on the suggestion made m Mujor Beddome's ltttt;‘ru(l)c or(h May Jast,)

last, (recorded in the Proceedings of Government, under d:ll
that the officers cmployed in the conservancy of forcsts shou

under the Collectors than they arc at present in all inatters .not purcly tll)t' .
wrzested might net bo carried further by

Parth“t !
trusting

aud whether the chango here & - - 10 by such gpectd
the duty of conscrvancy entircly to the Collectors of distnicts, -1“1:‘1 ot)hct Revenu®

ired 1 ttion Lo -thel isildars an
azency a8 may bo required in addition tu their Tal

Forests an
subordinates, and Ly constituting the Conservator an

Inspector of

1d bo placed more

LR Ty CO

e T e

a - 5

by
\
- SN
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14tk Ocfober 1869. .
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adviser of the Collectors in all matters relating to conservation and planting, - In

. this case, it would probably be necessary to retain onme or more of the present

Forest Officers as Assistant-Inspectors of Forests,

(True Extract.) :
(Signed) * R. A, DALYELL,
~- Acting Secretary to Government,

e

To the Board of Revenue,
»» the Acting Conservator of Forests:

W

Exd. F. R. Bantleman.
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