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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Revenue Department,
9:h October 1869. )

Read the following paners :—

Extract from the Proccedings of the Government of India in the

Home Department, (Pl{blic), uu_der date Simla, 10th September 1869,

No. 4,138 :—

Read again the papers regarding the proposed reform of Weights and Measures of
India published in tho Extra Supplement to the Gazette of India, dated

18th February 1869.

Read also the following despatch from the Right ITonourable the Secretary of State
for India, (Public,) to 1lis Excellency the Right HHonourable the Governor-
General of India in Council, dated India Office, Loudon, 10th June 1869,

No. 51,

Tue despatch of your Excellency’s predecessor in Council, dated the 6th of

November,

No. 163 of 1868, relative to the introduction in India of the Metric

System in connection with Weights, has been considered by e in Council.

‘9. T forward herewith copy of a letter, dated 27th March 1869, from the

® Nos. 6 (with Postseript), 7, and 15 of 1867,
and No. 16 of 1869. .

§ The second report of the Standards Commis-
sion, with numerous Appendices, will shortly
be presented to Parliament. Copies of it
will be forwarded to the Government of

Board of Trade, to' which department
a reference was made upon the subject,
and also copy of & memorandum by the
Warden of the Standards, with six
copies of each of the printed papers

noted an' the margin®, juwoued by the

India.
e Standards Commission.t

3. T consider that your Lordship's predecessor in Council acted with due

judgment in limiting the reform for the present to Weights, an'd I approve of the
adoption of the Kilogramme as the new unit of weight in preference to the English

Pound. . _
4. The propositions submitted in the 11th paragraph of the despatch under

reply have my approval, and I accord my assent to them. S

5. I destire to be furnished with a report on the opcration of the new system,

after a faif period has been allowed for the experimecnt,

—

From TIIOMAS GRAY, Esq., to the Under-Secretary of State for India, dated Loudon, 27th
: . ' March 1869, No. C. 217.

1 ax dirccted by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade to acknowledge the
receipt of your Jetter of the 6th ultimo, transwmitting, by dircetion of the Duke of Argyll, for the
opinion of this Board copy of a despatch from the Government of India with the correspondcnce
which has passed respecting the proposed revision of the Weights in use in India. - ,

In reply, I am to request that you will state to his Grace that my Lords have consulted the .

Warden of the Standards on the subjcct, and I am to transmit herewith a copy of his reply (and
enclosures) which contains the views of the Royal Standards Cowmission in the matter, and tostaty
that my Lords entertain a favourable opinion of the course proposed by the Indian Government.
(From the Wardsn of the Stundards, no date given.)
My views upon the gencral question of the introduction of the Metri¢ System of Weights aul
Measures into the United Kingdom are fully set forth in the accompanying paper No. XVI, luid

’
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departiment,
' th October 1869, '

by me before the Standards Commission,
42 and 43, which bave since been unanim
basis of their second report,.

and particularly ‘in the Resolutions suggested at pages
ously agreed to by the Commission, and will form the

As to the question of the introduction of the Metric System into India, whether of Weights only -

. or of Measurcs also, I can say little more than is stated at page 14.  Many of the arguments and
facts which are applicable to the introduction of the Metric System into the United Kingdom apply
+ with equal strength to India, and should therefore be as conclusive in favour of the Metric System. -

Indeed, the necessity for the change in the existing system is far greater in India, inregard to the
extensive diversity of the fundamental units, as compared with their actual uniformity in the -
~ TUhited Kingdom.
It must, however, remain fyr the Indian authorities, with their special knowledge of thé
feelings, habits, and customs of the Natives, to
: decide how far it may be expedient or even
practicable to introduce the Metric System throughout India. My own view is that if practicable,
the whole Aletric System should be introduced at once.

My paper XVI. a3 well as paper VL. and VII. on the length of the metre in relation to the -
Twperial yard, ete.,, and the more detailed paper XV, on the Metric System as established in
Frauce, will be appended to the second report of the Commission now being prepared.

Herowith enclosed,

In the meantime any reasonable number of copics of these papers that the Indian Department

may require can be at ouce furnished to them.

~ Orperep that g copy of the Secfetary of State’s despatch, together with copy
of the letter from the Board of Trade, and of the Memorandum by the Warden of

”m.. an.ndafds_therein_ enclosed, as also copy of the Resolution, dated the 23th|
ultimo, be forwurded to the Governinent of Fort Saint George for information.

(Truc Extract.) o
(Sigued) E.C. BAYLEY,
Secy. to the Gort. of India.

—

Iixtract from the Proccedings of the Government of Ind ia in the ITome Department,

(Public,) under date Simla, 25th August 1869, No, 3,026.

Read again the following papers regarding the proposed introduction into India

of the Metric System in conncetion with Weights. ,
Public Despatch from the Government of India, to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State,
No. 163, dated 6th N ovember 1868, and its enclosures. :
Read the Secretary of State’s reply—

Public Despatch, No. 51, dated 10th June 1859, and its enclosures.

OrpERED that a copy of the papers abovementioned be forwarded to the Legis-
lutive Department, with a request that legislation may bo procceded with in the

" manner proposed in the despatch of the Government of India, No. 163, dated 6th

November 1868, and now sanctioned by the Secretary of State in his despatch of
10th June 18¢9, No. 51,

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  J. GEOGIIEGAN,
Under-Secrelary to the Govt. of India,

-«

t, Revenue Department,
. ines of the Madras Government,
Proceedings of 9¢h Oclober 1869.

No. 128.

Miscellaneous.

To the Board of Ruovenue,

Exd. F. R. Bantleman.,

NN N et

OgrpER THEREOY, 9th October 1869, No. 2,763.

CoxMUNICATED to- the Board of
Revenue for their information.

(True Extract.) -

—,_(Signed) R. A DA’LYELL,
- Acting Secretary to Government.
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