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- Government, and one to Kew.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Recenue Departuient,
s Tth October 1849,
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No. 81.  Read the following lctter from_ the Officiating Conscrvator of Forests,
‘ to the Acting Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Suint
George, dated Camp at Coimbatore, Slst August 1869, No. 1,675 :—
~ AcreganLy to paragraph 6 of the Government Order, No. 2 “ ,333 of the 14th
instant, I have the honour to forward the accompanying Statcmcnt, showing the
number of days passed by me on the Neilgherry plateau, and the number spent on
tour in the different forest ra inges during the two first quarters of the present yea
and with reference to the same order I request that you will bring the lollomng
to the notice of Government.

2. 1 have Litherto made Ootacamund my tm\ (lunﬂ' Lead-quarters with ﬂm
full knowledge of Government; it is situated in the ecntre of all our most fmpor-
tant forest ranges, any of which can be reacliedin a few days by my camp (march-
ing) from Ootacaumund. I have generally remained on the Lills for the months of
April and May, as they arc most unhealthy in all our forest ranges, and T am fully
occupied at that time of the year in the pzep.natwn of my anunal report which
entails a thorough examination of all the reports and accounts of the year; durings
the rest of the year I Liave always made frequent tours to all our ranges, gen Ll’Ll“V
visiting Ootacamund between each tour; on an average of the whole year I a:
about six months or more travelling, and nearly six months in ofiice on the hh]: ;
but my camp is absent a longer period, as it generally starts sometime before me
and returns aftcx me. My work takes me to all the most unhealt! Ly parts of our

Presidency, and generally to forests und mountains where thers are w0 reads nor

the means of travelling with any comfort. - I have, on several occasions, taken

work durixx(? my tours, the writers have always got sick and becomo incapacitated
for work aud could seldom kee ep up with me, aud the nature of my dutics are such
as to neceessitate my being out in the forests the whole day, I, therefore; as a rule,
allow my office to remain at Ootacarnund, and I do most of my oflice work Letwecn

my tours. Tire period I speud on the hills is not more than sufficient for this, the

corr CApondeu(,o with our twenty different ranges is very voluminous ; besides which

I have a very considerable correspondence with Government, the Board of Revenu,
the Enfincer’s Department, the Ruilway and other Officials, and also a considerable
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“writers with me, but 1 have found by experience that I could not do much ofice

- -
Lotanical and demi-official correspondence with Kew, Ceyloa, the Mauritius Govern- -

ment, the botanical gardensin Australia, and different botanical gardens in India;
and, to slhow Government that T am not idle when on the hiils, 1 liave ]mbm hed

Tesg!
forty-two nurabers of ¢ the Ferns of Southern Indiy” and ¢ t}-u Ferns of British

India,” three numbers of the Icones Plantarum, (a 4thi in the press, ) and one mumber
of the Flora Sylvatica, (sccond and third in the press,) and I have lately devoted four “

to six lours dotly, bc\oud office Lours, to these works. During . my tours I Lave

always collected la: 'rd) botanically, the collections have to be- b“lf(d and au(uwul
between my tours, this work has been almost entirely at my own expense.  Ono
art is forwarded to the Mudras Ier barium now in the muscum, one to the Ceylon

ery complete collection of the plants of that Island, (mmt interesting and
ctive in connection with our Flora) which are uepcsltad in the Mddras Horp-
now in.the museum, and the Kew Herbarium have also sent valuable

ave
ipstru
barium,

The Ceylon Government are in return forwardisg -



- Thave been enabled to shake off these fevers, and Teould,
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Revenue Department,
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alditions from time to timo, My visits to Ootacamund are very necessary to refit
my camp, and also most important on the score of health both for myself and my
camp, I have suffored much from jungle fever at different times, and it is only from
the benefit of the climate that I have been enabled to enjoy between my tours that
if necessary, furnish medi-
cal certificates to thisefloct. "The preparation of the Flora Sylvatica and the Icones
depeuds upon.a very large private Herbarium at m y office at Ootacamund which
I have prepared during the last few years with special reference to these works,
snd on a very large botanical Library, neither of which could possibly be moved
sbout the country with me. Og the above explanations I tryst that Government will

recousider their order, and allow mo (at least till the publication of the works in
question are concluded) to visit the hills between my

Statement showing how the Offictating Conservator wqq ,
- vary to 30th June 1869,

mployed from the 154 of Jan-
- :‘%;-—“-:—“—.—_ e . ’

N Number of
Number of days at office
| 275 on tour. | on the Neil-
1869, : . - gherries.
January,.. gt at Coonoor, . B
20d to 17th on tour and at Qe
18th at Come? entral oﬂi‘ce at Madrag .,
10th ts B1st ¢p tour, Ti '
February,  1stto 18th mn.evelly m;fe 29 2
- 19th to 23rd a Ootacamund off ) i . ‘
‘ 24th to ?SLin on tour Madrag ’ ce worlf.. " ) .
March ... st to 23rd op tour -Il\fysore depotg, “'yﬂaﬂd“"croﬂs.e'(i 3 5
over 'eilgherries,r nain; ere ¢
R days, 204 4o 4th. . em?.lflmg t,h?re theee
24th to Slst at Ootacamung Routine office w<‘>rk, pr'é: 20
. pairing annygal report ' 11
April ... lstto S0ty do. of the department, ' -
, ' : gn;lz,ago:d on the Fiory : 30
: ' : tica and ]
May L lstto 2t do. Tt Cones
Do. ... 22nd to 31t on tour Wyngaq antz'i.r'um. ?
June ... 1stto 30tk o0 tour Wynaad ang Nellumbyy x;l-:;ntati;).z;s }33 21
o SN Total... 112 69
Ooracsxuyp, - » o Ty o R )
. Qffciating Conservator of Forests.
v \“
No. 82, OrpEr THEREON, 7th October 1869, No 2,741
© <741,
" Forests, No, 7. Ox l‘econsidoration, the Govern-
— ment will gecede to the request made at
the conel

usion of the Acting Conserva-
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Proceedings of the Madras Govérnnient, Revenue Department,
7th October 1869.

tor’s letter recorded above, and permit him to visit the N eilgthrry Hills lfetween his
tours, for a period not exceeding in the aggregate from five to six monfhs in the year.
2. The Acting Conservator should forward. to Govemmf%nt in October of
each year, a programme of his proposgd_\tours during the follom.ng clalendar yiar,
and any deviation from this plan whi _ nay be rendere.d unavoidably ntiicessi;xaty;
should be explained in the quarterly returns called for in the G. (?., under ato
14th August 1869, No. 2,333. The Acting C?nservator shmfld 1e;na;1n in ihflz
range visited a sufficiently long time to enable him fo make hlmse}] t (c;rm;; ul{;
‘acquainted with the working of the department in every branch, and s :
invariably make a searching examination of the books and ac.counts. t
3. The programme of intended tours should be subn,utte.d' to Govleirnm:ne
confidentially, as it is desirable that the Acting Conservatorg visits to each rang
should be unexpected.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) R. A. DALYELL,
Acting Secretary to Government.

3

To the Ofﬁci‘a.ting Conservator of Forests.
,» the Board of Revenue.

Exd. E. C. Shunker,
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