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Proceedi'ng: of the Madras Government, Revenue Depa'rtmenl,'
( 5th October 1868,

]

‘53. Read the following Procecdings of the Board of Revenue, dated 5th
‘ October 1869 :—

i . '
the following letter from the Acting Collector of Madras, to the Acting Secre- -

| tary to the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 2nd October 1869.

pavE the honour to state that, in obedience to the orders of Government,
ierday cuntered on an examination of the quit-rent bills in the hands of the
bllectors attached to the office of the Deputy-Collector of Madras and of the
a1 accounts of the department. .
L The bills of the Conicopillays are in much confusion, and before it, is
lo cven to test the numbers of bills of each Fusly in each Conicopillay’s
& it is necessary to have them arranged Fusliwar by the Conicopillay himself.
{ Iwas engaged for several hours yesterday, and had three men so employed;
sconly one man’s bills were arranged in time to be counted, and on examin-
i)y Mr. Jordan and the Head-Accountant, the bills of the individual were
{to be n ezcess of the proper number. _
| There are, as the Board know, fifteen Conicopillays ; ‘cach man has
1 thousands of bills in hand; it will take many days even to count these bills,
fer that, the real work of audit must commence. The latter process must
iclude the cancelled bills, of which there are also several thousands.

) The experienceof two days is not sufficient to enable me to say anything .

he probable upshot of this inquiry ; but I have scen quite enough to confirm
my opinion that the office is in a state of almost hopcless confusion. :

S: I feel it to be absolutely necessary that the whole inquiry should be con-
izunder one responsible head. No great division of labour is possible, if an
it inquiry is to be made. ‘ |

! Under these circumstances, 1 decm it right to bring to the notice of the
that it is out of the question for me to conduct the inquiry as it should be
I:,ted, and, at the same time, to carry on the current duties of the Collectorate.

: f“{ I fcel that the nature of the investization is such as to require thatan
-~ pngaged on it should be able to give his whole tiine and attention to it, as

nvinced that sooncr or later it will be requisite to appoint a special officer

work, I lose no time in asking the Board to take such steps in the matter as
nk necessary. _ .

I may add that three of the Conicopillays have admitted before the Deputy-

rtos deficiency in the accounts: one to the amount of Rupeces 2,200,

ito 500, and a third to 300. -

L)

sutTED for the information ‘35' Government.

Besides having this letter before them, the Board have been in personal
Scation with the Collector, and are quite satisfied that it will be nccessary -
b special officer in charge of this very intricate and onerous duty.

The Government will observe that already three more of the Conico-
'fa,ve confesscd to deficiencies which will probably lead to further criminal
on ;and the general impression secms to be that far larger amounts and

.yore individuals will becoe involved in these investigations.
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