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No. 516. Read the following letter from the Officiating Conservator of ForeAsts,' ‘
| to the Acting Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort St.
George, dated Camp at Coimbatore, 4th November 1868, No. 1,006 :—

© 1. Agreeably tothe Government Order, No. 949, of the 8th April 1868, T have
. thehonor to inform you that I have inspected the country between Cuddapahand .
~ the banks of the Toombudra, through which the North-West Line is soon to be o
 opened, with a view to selecting sites for Railway fuel plantations. = o
2. The tract betwcen Cuddapah and the Papugnee river mentioned by
s . Major Shaw Stewart, is not available, as
* No. 243 of the 18¢h April 1868. will be seen from the enclosed letter*
| o - | - fromi the Collector of Cuddapah ; all that
is not in occupation has been or is being planted by the Collector. S
8. Thereis a large tract of land about 500 Aércsz near the Gooty Station, of
- this, somo 250 Acresare Government waste land, and the remainder is composed (f
i - small plots of Inam on Puttah land. The soil is sandy or of a light clay, and it is
b well watered, as there are channels, and water is ncar the surface; it will answer
o ~ well, I think, for planting Casuarina and Babool. I havé forwarded the Collector
of Bellary a plan of the whole tract, and he thinks that the small- plots of Inam, &e., .
“can be bought up at a trifling cost ; I would strongly recommend that this tract
should be secured for a Railway fuel plantation without delay. ;
Tooh 4. There is also alarge tract of land suited for the same purpose in the Jamal-
' T madagu- Talook of the Cuddupuh Dinil‘ict, ou Lho,nor't‘h bank of the Chittravatty
o A “  river and close to the bridge of that name, it extends for some distance on both sides
o N ~ of the line, and is-traversed by irrigation chanunels. The Collector of Cuddapah
# 4 jnforms me that thisis available. Mr. Elwin had applied for it, for planting on
E © " behalf of the Railway_, but does not wish to take it up 1f onur Department will plant
BT ; there are some petty rights which the Collector says canbe purchased for 70or -
80 Rupees, I would recommend that this tract be also sccured without delay. ,
el Co 5. There are a good many small tracts of waste land throughout the Talooks
SR foe of Tadpatry, Alur, and Adoni, but they are generally of small extent, only 50 or G0
|  Acres cach. They are in almost every case poor red soil, which will not I think »
{ ‘ r. pay to plant, and there would be great difficulty about water, and in many cases they
| " are too distant from the line. The Colle'ctor.of Bellary agreces with me, that if
J " planting isto be attempted on a large scale, it will be better to buy up la.rge tracts‘of
i “black cotton soil on which the Babool grows well, but even then, there will be consid-
3;‘ . orablo difficulty as to water, and planting will undo‘11bted¥y be very expensive. Some
= L . of the best of these tracts, not too distant from the line, might bo planted as an experi-
£ — S ment by the Tahsildars and Native Revenue Qﬂicials ‘under the supervision gf the ‘,
Collector, and if wo havo an Overscer appointed for the tracts Lrecommend for -+
Departmental planting, he would be able o give advice and ass1sta?ce.‘ : TR
6. To the north of Adoni as far as the Toombudra, there is no good land .
o ) available for planting near the line, there are some wastes ?f poor red soﬂ on w_hich |
Lo the Babool would hardly thrive, but qll th.e black cotton goil is taken.up. .
- 7. By the copy of a letter (herewith enclosed) from Mr. Wright, tho late
: ‘ : Locomotive Superintendent, Government
.. #7¢ No.131 of the 2nd June 1868. - will perceive, that he states the Railway

only afford to give 2} Rupecs per 1,000 Ibs. for firewood delivered
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Procee(lz'ngs of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
28tk January 1869,

R . N PN

at the Stations north-west of Cuddapah, this will only Le a lit{le more than 5 Rs.
per ton, and if planting is to cover expenses, I do not think that wo could scll at
less than 10 Rupees per ton, - Coal, however, costs the Railway at all the Statjons
beyond Cuddapah 35 or 3¢ Rupees per ton,and I believethat they can afford, and will
be glad at some future date, to take wood at one-third the pricc of coal.

8 Iwould recommend as g commencement, that the two tracts alluded to in
Paragraphs 3 and 4, should Lo taken up by our Departinent, and operations com-
menced withont delay. A FirstClassOversoor will be required; the line is at present
open to the Chittravatty site, and in April it will Le opened as far ns Gooty, so that
the Overseer could o placed under Mr, Yarde, the Assistant in charge of the Cudda-
pah District, who has hag great expericneo in Planting; the Overseer will requirea
short training in our Nout], Arcot and Cuddapah plantations, or My, Brougham, tho
North Arcot Overscer, wlho is well trained in planting might be offered the post.
A permanent I*Jsmljlishmcnt of several Maistrics wil] be required, but the coolics
should be at fiyst paid from working charges. ‘

No. 517. OrpEr THEREON, 28th Janua'ry 1869, No. 218,
Forests, No. 2g L. The Government aro of opinion
’ that the three large tracts referred to

in baragraphs 2, 3, and 14, of the Acting
Conscrvator’s letter, should Lo taken up by his Departiment ag Ruilway fucl reserves.
That situated Letween Cuddapah and tha Papugnen river, which is stated to have
been alrcady planted under the orders of the Collector, wil) accordingly be handed
over to the Forest Departiment, and 11,0 Collectors of Cuddapah and Bellary will
take the necessary steps to obtain the otlep two tract, recovering any outlay
which may be incurred from the Forest I)cpzu'tment, on transfer of the lands,

2. The.experiments sugzested 1n Paragraph 5 of Major Beddome’s letter,
should at once be undertaken under the orders of the Collector of Bellary, and
periodical reports of tho succesy of the plantations should be submitted.

3. The appointent of an Overscer for th charge of these plantations is
fanctioned.  When the lands have been transferred to the Forest Department,
Mr. Brougham shoyld be nominated to thig duty a3 proposed by Major Beddorue,
another Overseer being appointed to suceeed him in Nory, Arcot.

+. The question rajsed i Paragraph 7 will be reforred through the Public
Works Departinent, to the Consulting Engincer for Railways, for considcratign and
report, ,

(True Extract.)
(Signed) R, A. DALYELL,

Acting Seerct ary to Government,

»» the Board of Revenue.

»» the Collector of Cuddapak.

ss the Collector of Bellary,

«» the Public Works Department.
» the Accountaut General,

- ow

- Fxd G, A, Turton, | "
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