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© Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
24th Nocember 1862.
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o2 Tlfe Board concur with the Collector in. considering the Petitioner undeserving of
further notice. S

(A true Copy and Extract.)

(Signed.) R. A. DALYELIL,
Sub-Secretary.

1
——

'Read also Petitions Nos, 2,101 and 2,612 of 1861, and 619, 632, and 1,033 of 1862 from
:;’:‘““ ““def.‘tf“ants’of the Madeas District protesting against the Mirasi eystzin, and praying
at a Commission may be appointed to enquirs into their grievances.

No. 290. _ OrDER THEREON, 2ith November 1862, No. 2,478.

1. The Mirasidiva of Madras hold a proprietary right ia the land which they occupy and
for which they pay assessment, and the Governmeat cannot interfere with that right. Should any
Mirasidar arrogate to himself unauthorized privileges the Petitioners have their remedyin the

Courts of LAw and the Offices of the Magistracy. Their prayer for a Commission cannot be
complied with. Rules for the disposal of immemorial waste land are now under preparation,

and will soon be published for the information of all intending applicants.
2. The Memorial which: accompanied Petition 2101 of 1861, will be. forwarded to the
Right Honorable the Secretary of State for India together with a copy of thess Proceedings. -

. (Signed) C.G.MASTER,

< Depaty Secretary to Government,
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No. 1,511,
PROCEEDINGS OF THE Boarp or Reveyve, dated 7th March 1862,

Read the following letter from B. CUNLIFFE, Esq., Collector of Madras, to W, HUDLESTON,
Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Madras, dated Tiruvellore, 19th February 1862:
No, 47 :— .

1. I have the honor to report, as directed, on Govern.

* Received 25th November 1861. ment Petition* No. 2,561 of 1861.

Returned 22nd February 1862,
2. Asimilar Petition was presented to me,
and I have remarked upon it as given in the mar-
gin, Thave but foew other observations to make,
It is signed in English andin Tamil by the same
person, who however is the mere tool of a cleverer
man named Chellapa Mudali, the grievance-mon-
ger of the District, who lives by getting up repre-
sentations of this kind,and by pretending to the
igaorant Ryots that he has influence with the
authorities. When I received charge of the Dis-
_ trict there were five or six men of this character,
. who were the curse and terror of the country,
They fomented quarrels, fabricated complaints, and received powers of attorney from individuals,
merely to bring a cliarge, summon respectable parties from their homes, and then usually compromised
with them for some money consideration, which the latter were glad enough to give, rather than
be dragged befare the Criminal Courts, and be put to the inconvenience of leaving their villages.
This trade 1 put down by refusing to receive their Vakaluts. co

3. In parag;aph 47, the Petitioners have made the wilful misiake of resembling this District

As T aw asked in paragraph 46 for my opinion I give it
in a few words, Petitioners commence with the wrong
assumption that they are the proprietors of the land in
Chingleput. This right belongs to the Mirasidars alone,

" as far asregards Sheycal and Laick, If Petitioncrs wish
to take land, they can do so by renting it from the Mira.
sidars, payiug to the latter their privileges as landlords,

Petitioners are certainly in a lower social position than
Mirasidars, but this occurs every where, and is only the
natural - inequality between the land.owners and: sub-ten-
anis. .
Mryo~One man, the noted Muttu Gurukall ¥ad com.

promised 27 charges before the Saidapet Sub.Magistrate
w106 year, and there were eight pending before him,

O,

Y

s { “to that of South ‘Arcot. There the land belongs to the Government, and any resident ofa

00

village, making the first application for waste land; receives it. ‘Here the soil is owned by a village

PPV I 5'/‘ community styled « the Mirasidars,” and no person, resident, or stranger, not of that body, can

# ¢} obtain land unless the Mirasidars Lave been given the option of taking it and have declined.

'C; N .‘TL[ " 4 The Government have directed the observance of this very just preference, though the
'4’,'/ S s L{é Payakarries can procure as much waste land as they like, by sub-renting it fiom the Mirasidars,
" /;/' Fe beior they may purchase a Mirasi share, in which case they would become as exclusive as they
s erd? N ‘V’( . i’;}gclare that community to be.’

L X L ‘ ¢ g / 5. The request of the Petitioners is like that of a tenant farmer in England, who laments

' :f'Z’ o ,A.'V‘Lf' ‘that his farm is not given to him on proprietasy tenure. Such an alleged grievance would find
18 A J “";,/' little sympathy at Home, and the Petition now returned deserves similar consideration. Itisa
. :, ;b /" # " rambling and exaggerated production. There are rich and poor all the world over, aud in India,
PT / '] fot elsewhere, the more substantial will take advantage of thosc less fortunately situated, but

M ‘ Fhere is no reason to believe that this practice exists in a greater degree here than in other parts of
80, !."the' country, or that redress for real grievances is not as readily afforded. I made a few marginal
4 (‘ = ! remarks in the Petition presented to me, which have been copicd into the Government Petition.
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ExcLosurE No. 1.—DPetition.

PNy { . .
' 1. Ordered to be submitted to Government, With reference to their Endorsement, dated 26th

-1 Y\‘ ‘,“\" ‘ 2. The Board concur with the Collector in considering the Petitioner undeserving of further
" . ﬁ notice. ‘
- W . (A true Copy and Extract.) o
v oA ‘ o ‘
. ' ‘iSl\lb-Sem'etM".y.T
To J. D. Sim, Esq., Secretary to Government, R. D., with Petition. .« . :
: Copy to B. Cunliffe, Esq., Collector of Madras. . N
“Exd. T, Wright. .« T R \
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