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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
80tk August 1869,

Read the following letter from the ITonorary Secretary toﬂ the Neil-
gherry Agri-Tlor tlcultural Socicty, Ootacamund, to the Acting Sce

to Government, Fort Saint Greorge,

No. 427.

retary
dated Ootacamund 24th June 1869 ;—

I 457 desired by the Agri-Horticultural Committee to reply to Government
ordor of 5th mstant No. 1, 590, resolvmg to transfer the man

agement of the gardens
~ at Ootacamund to tho Commlttee on certain conditions.

2. Before dealing with the conditions seriatim, the Committee desire me to

‘express their appreciation of the liberality of Government in rendermn' them this
important ass1stance. ’ '

REREEER: Upon the first Conchtmn the Committce have nothmv to remark further
than that, in equity to the subseribers to the Society, the Committee think that if
the Government at any time resume the gardens, some concxlcratmn should be given
to the Society for whatever the Committee can prove to the satisfaction of an arbi-

tration, has been 3ud1clously spent upon the o'ardcns in addition to the Government
contribution and Income from sales.

4. The second and third Condltxons the Committee accept with pleasure, and
would suggest, in addition, that a plot of garden-rrround in a convenient mtuatmn,
to be selected by the Commlssmner, be also reserved for Mr. Mclvor’s use.

5. On the fourth Condition the Comnnttee, with much regret, have to inform
the Government that Mr. Jamieson, at an interview with the Comrmssmner (whois
~ amember of the Committee), expressed his determination to decline to act as
’ Superintendent of the gardens under the Committee, unless Lis pay was consider-
‘ably increased, on’ theﬁo'round that in his covenant with the Government Lis

services were engarred as Deputy-Supermtendent of Cinchona Plantations only. -
The Committee have no means of referring to the terms of Mr. Jamicson’s covenant -
and cannot refrain from an expresswn of disappointment at the position Le has

taken. up ; having been practically in sole charge of the gardens ever sinee his
arrival.*

6. The Commlttee desire me to say that they have no wish to press the
question of the transfer of the gardens upon the attention of Government at an’
inconvenient time, should the terms of Mr, Jamieson’s covenant form an obstacle.

7. Moreover, the Committes feel that they could not do  justice to the gar dens si,
without the Supermtendent’s coxdm,l co- opcratlon such, as they fear is not- to be-
expected from' Mr. J amleson. T : . S

:
[ 1
e

"8. The Commlttee, in cOndusmn, J'“ dsire me to add that rather than theu g
apphcatlon for the gardens should be any sort of embarmssment to the Gover nmcnt
‘they are therefore prepared to circumscribe their operatlous for the present, ;mql

confine their attention to periodical Shows of ﬁowers, verretableb, and fruits, mth
.8 view to stimulate the natwe gardcners.

ot A T

3

1
9. Tor thls purpose it would be deslrablc if the Government would pormxt ‘

Of ’(belr holdmg these Shows i m the gardens, and wou‘d direct thic Superintendent - .

P SR S S A . Eaclosed is a lotier from Mr, Jamioson,: o .
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Proceedmgs of the Madras Gnver nment, Rewnue Department,
30th A urrust 1869,
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of the gardens to exhibit on every such occasion.

This would add much to the:
" attractiveness of the Shows. ‘

10.. Connected with Condition V. are some circumstances which I beg leave
" to make known to Government.

An important part of the space hitherto and at present devoted to propagatlon :

in the cardens is a series of terraces lying above the Cinchona Forcing Houses.
. These are now occupied with young forest trees, presented by the Forest Depart-

¢ ment, scedlings, and cuttmrrs of ornamecntal trees, officinal plants, English vege-

tables, etc. The terraces have, it is bLelieved, no connection with the Cinchona

. - establishment, and yet, by the wording of the G. 0., (paragraph 5 Condition V.), are '

: excluded from the transfer.  Still higher on the mountain side than these terraces,

and cqually unconnected with Cinchona cultivation, lies a rudimentary sort of

shrubbery, which is intended to be made into an * Arboretum.”
" the G. O. secs to imply that the whole of the Horticultural part of the gardens
. is intended to be givea over, and as the posscssion of these integral and necessary
~ portions of the gardens by the Society will entail no interference with the Cinchona
. houses, I am desired to request that they may be included in the transfer. Itis

" necessary to mention that the Superintendent of the gardens was consulted by a

* Sub-Comunittee - of Inquiry, as to whether he would object to spare the terraces;
. they were informed in reply by Mr. McIvor (aware of the terms of the G. O.)

As the context of

. that he should require the ground for a Cmchona nursery, and the trees for the

" ornamentation of the Cinchona Plantations.
 feel quite justified in requesting the inclusion of the terraces in the transfer.

11. In connection with the gardens at Ootacamund there exists near Kul-
“hutty on the northern slope of the Neilgherries a small plot of ground that has
‘been, to a certain extent; employed as a branch garden. It contains fruit-trees
"suited to the warmer chmato It appears capable of useful development, and I am
dirceted to request of Government that it also may be included in the transfer.

y

'No. 428. OrpER THEREON, 30th August 1869, No. 2,443,

Ix their order, dated 5th June 1869,
No. 1,590, the Government transferred
the management of the Botanical Gar-
dcm at Ootacamund to the Agri-Horticultural Socicty under certain conditions.

- ~ Miscellaneous.

o i . L

N oththstandvno this, the Committee

 Singe then the difficulty described by Mr. Broughton in paragraphs 5 and :

6 of hxs Ictter, has_arisen.

thcn‘ former order, ‘and to direct that the Conmnsmgx.ler and Supermtendent be
vebted as heretofore with the supernsmn of the gardens,

{‘ . 8. The Government desire that Mr. Brecks will convey to the members of -

tLe Acri-Iorticultural Society the expression of their regret that they are unable |

The Government are therefore compelled to cancel 3'

1

to mive effect to the wishes of the Society, In making over the gardens to the
Bocicty the Government were, toa great cxtent, influenced by a consideration of tho :

good cffects likely to result; from the {pcrcased ;pterest and care which would be -
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
‘ 30th August 1869.

i
brouglig to bear on the Institution. Their views in this respect remain unaltered,
and thé Commissioner of the Neilgherries will doubtless give due weight to any
suggestion relating to the gardens which he may receive from the Society.

(rr\ [ SN

“a

\bxvned) R. A. DALYELL
Acting Secretar,/~ to Government.

To the Honorary Secrctary, N eilgherry Agri- Hortxcultuxal Society.
ss the Board of Revenue.

»» the Accountant-General.
»» the Commissioner of the Neilgherries,
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