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:_ ' - Proceedings of the Madras Governmen, Revenue Department,
19th August 18€9.
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No. 281. Read the following Proccedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 21st
July 1869, No. 5,216 :—

Read the following letter from A. McC. WEBSTER, Esq., Acting Collector of
' Coimbatore, to the Acting Secretary to tho Board of Revenuc, dated 31st
. May 18G9, No. 109.

~ With reference to purograpli 8 of thy Loard's Procecdings of 1st May 1569,
No. 2,953, recommending the sanction of Government to the continuance of the
nirgunty cess for anothcr year, I havo the honour to rcport that since the Collector
addressed you on the subject, the funds to the credit of cach channel havein most
instances been cxpended.  No fresh collections have been made, and, as paywent
o could not be enforced, the channels have beon given up to tho villagers from the
impossibility of obtaining tho nocessary funds for their management by the Gov-
croment, .
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X 2. I havo the honour to forward s list of the channels, showing the amount

B to the credit of each on 31st March, and the amount required for expenditure in

the current year.

" 3. The Board will perccive that, with the exception of the Vangul and Nerur

' chanuoels in the Caroor Talook, and the channels in tho Dharapooram Talook,
the assets are quito *inadequate for tho continuance of the present system. I am
not at all sanguine that any wmoro paymonts will be made in the Dharapooram or
Oodoomulpettah Talook, for the ryots are strongly opposed to the system. As
soon therefore as the available funds are expended, the channels will bavo to Le
given up to the village=-_, :

4. In the Caroor Talook I had expected that tho system would have been
continued in tho Cauvery channels, and in some of tho anicut channcls under tho
Ambravaty, The Board will notice that on only two of the former cliannels 1s
there any present prospect of continuing the ccss. I belicve, howeser, that in all
tho Cauvery chanucls the cess modified, as I proposed, would be acceptable to tho
majority of the ryots, and that there would not be the slightest difficultyin carry-
ing out tho system, could the payment of arrcars be legally cnforced. Were an
Act similar i its provisions to the Lducation Act passed, the villagers would at
onco agreo to havo it cextended to their channel. At present those who arc in
favour of a coss havorefused to pay, becausea general payment cannot be cnforced.

4. Although I havo thought it right to bring the above circumstances to tho

_potico of the Board, I will use my best cndeavours to prevent the necessity of
giving up the channels for which we have still funds available, but at the same
time I must state that Iam not at all hopeful of success. The villagers know
that payments cannot be enforced, and as the cessis not voluntary, they can ensure
its abolition by refusing to supply Government with the necessary funds,
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Proceedings of the Madras Gocernment, Revenue Departmnent '
19th August 1869. :

* No. 282. OrpEer Tnrrroy, 19%h August 1869, No. 2,369.

Ux~pER tho circumstances represent- !

Miscell . . .
o theow ed by the Acting Collector the collection

/ y of the cess must be abandoncd and the ’ '
m-\A"‘*"“'"M: rted o Jum— Fem T hrewaweta My, Webster to continue il
the present system in tho cases of those chineels for which funds are still available, ||
"but & further report upon the working of the systom should be submitted to Gov- i
- ernment not later than March next. I
' (True Extract.) l
|
!
Clief Secretary. . :
- wl
h
. To' the Board of I‘wvcnuo h . ’\! \
» the Accountant-Geaeral, , T
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