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. Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Revenue Depariment,
17th August 18€9.

No. 257.  Read the following Proccedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 17th
July 1869, No. 5,009 :—
Read again Board's Proceedings, dated 17th March 1869, No. 1,843,
Read also tho following lctter from the Collector of North Arcot, to the Acting
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Doothalpat, 29th April 1869,
No. 116.

Ix paragraph 8 of their Proccedings of tho 17th 3arch last, No. 1,843, tho
Board ask for my opinion on the proposal of the Officiating Conservator of Forcsts
to double the rates of scigniorage on timber worked-up in the jungles.

9. Thavo canvassed the opinion of some experienced perspns in the Chendra-
ghorry Talook, in which lie tho largest forest tracts under tho consersancy of tho
Revenue Department, and agree with them in thinkicg that ¢ worked-up” timber
will not bear a doublo rate of seigniorage. .

3. All my inquiries go to show, that taking into account the difficulty of
access, 13 cart-load of rough timber will, if worked-up, only fill an average sized
bandy. I would not thereforo recommend that more than a 1} rate of seigniorage
should be charged on wrought timber. . '

4. Tho working-up of timber in tho forest must always bo attended with
more or less risk to health, and with considerable additional expense ; and a double
rato of seigniorage would be a burdensome tax on this class of operations.

5. Timber not specificd in the Conservancy rules is charged ono Rupco per

5.
cart-load as jungle-wood. Under this head are included tho trees called * Yelama™

and ¢ Kondachizuru” which grow to a largo size, and are wuch used as-material
for housc building. I would propose to transfer these to the class of timber paying
a rate of Rupces 2 per cart-load, and to chargo that quantity Rupoes 3 if worked-up
in the jungle. o . L '

' Boyond these two changes, I would not recomnend any other modification of
the rates and rules under which forest operations are now conducted.

AY

———

ResoLvep that the foregoing papers be submitted for the consideration and
orders of Government. )
2. In their Procecdings, dated 13th May 1868, No. 3,523, the Board called

upon the Colloctor of North Arcot to report what arrangements were in forco for

realising revenuo from the timber in the jungles of the district, and what check was

imposed upon felling trecs.

3. In a letter, dated 29th October 1868, No. 369, (cmbodied in the Board's
Proccedings, recorded above,) Mr. VansAgnew, then Acting Collector, while reply-
ing to tho Board’s Proccedings of 13th May 1868, also forwarded a correspondenco
between himself and Major Beddome, Officiating Conservator of Forests on the
subject, from which it appeared that according to tho seigniorago lists framed by
Major Beddomo and Dr. Cleghorn, timber worked up in tho forests is charged double

the seigniorago on timber brought out in tho rough.
4. The Boardin paragraph 8 of their Procecdings of 17th March 1869 stated

that they saw no objection to the adoption of this systemn, but they desired Mr,
Robinson's opinion on the subject.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Recenue Depariment,
17th August 1869.

5. This ho has now forwarded in his letter of 29th April, and reports that

the relativo proportion between sawn and rough timber is not more than one cart-
1

load-and-a-half of the latter to onc cart-load of tho former ; and he proposes to charge
" half as much again on wrought timber as on rough. |
6. e also proposes to transfer two kinds of timber known as  Yelama” and

* Kondachiguru™ (now passed as jungle-wood) to the class of timber now charged
“at Rupees 2 per cart-load.

7. The Board support both recommendations.

No. 258. OrpEr THEREON, 17th August 1869, No. 2,357.

— Tue Right Honourable the Governor
Forests, No. 17. in Council desires to have Major Bed-

dome’s opinion on tho Collector Mr,
Robinson's proposals beforo passing orders on the Board's Proceedings.

2. Any altcration ia the rato of seigniorago of wrought timber,
with unwrought, should be of general application th roughout the Pre

as compared

sidency.

(Truo Extract.)

, (Signed) R, S. ELLIS,
. ' Chief Secretary.

TN e e

To the Oﬁci;ting. éonur.n.tor. of Forests.
., the Board of Revcnue. o

Fid. F. R. Raotlemaa,
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- No. 3,528.
) ‘ Procrepixes or Toe Boarp or Revexre, dated 13th May 1868.

. Read tho followinz letter from J. D. ROBINSON, Esj., Collector of North Arcot, to thaSseretary
to the Board of Revenue, dated Chittoor, 18th December 1867, No. 345:—

1. Tntho papers noted in tle margin, which rclate to tho question of the supply of timbae anld

s u-
1. Proacedings of the Iluard of Revenne, dated 1lth fuel for local and gcnoral purposes, the conclu

Varch 13u], N, 1,391, sion arrived at is that belts of the better preserved
' 3 Prucamlinge of the Modras Governmeot, Reveaso . .
Doyeritent,d sted 9.h Octaber 1867, No. ,375. and moro accessible juugle should be ect apart

N:;,ﬁ;j;ﬁ:f{:-‘:':\-:f,'};',,B“'d of Hevenus, dated 12tk o4 rogaryes and protected under such arrange-
ment a3 may be found most practicable aul
esonomical azainst the inroads of cattle ravages, of fire, &c., &c.
2. The object proposed in sotting apart such rescrves is twofold:—
Iirat.—To promote spontaneous vegetation; and
Secondly.—To regulato cutting by a system of rotation which would sccure them from
gradual exhaustion. .

3. A personal expericnce of years has long convinced mo thal this isthe only direction whicl
an experiment of this kind can take with chanco of success in districts like this, where the coundi-
tions of climate and goil are unfavourable to the growth of the larger timber.

s 4. When settling the talook of Chendvagherry in tho earlier part of the year, I took the oppor-
' tuaity of inspectiug some tracts of forest with which I was previously acquainted.

-
B

(69811 30120 )

Ny

-4 . 5. The jungles which then came under obscrvation are thoso named in the margin. They'

| ' 'L Chamals. are the most valuable Forest tracts rewmaining

o ' 2 Nagupals. _ north of the Palar river, and situated as they are

'} | : gm::::ds Pl within reach of the North-West Line of Railnaz,

o b Mulapali. ' and accesrible to carts, it is here that a recerve

7. Jukkidoga. sbould bo formed for this part of the district.

i 8, Buudalamale. . . 1
\ Ny . These rescrves aro all the more valuable, a3 they
" are within casy reach of the largo and wealthy town of Tirpathi.
! . 6. ‘Theras are, in these Forest tracts, large qua?xtitics of fairly sized timber of the more valuable

visieta, (list enclosed,) and much younz wood which only requires to be protected against indis-
cvi n'uaze cutfing, and injury from cattle and fire, to develope into fine timber trees.
7. Iu theae the Red Saunders (Ptero carpus santalinus) is indigenous, and althouzh all tis
ol wood Lias disappeared for the purpose of being carved into images, for which thero is a largo
sale in Tirpathi, there is a plentiful supply of young treex, ind the means of promoting tho propa-
gation of the trec to any extent. Situated within vallies traversed by wouataia-torrents, which
d:Yoich on the plains through narrow outlets, by which they are aloae accessible, theso Forest tracts
alait of a1 cconomical and cffective conscrvancy. They were, uatil March of the prescat year,
“ualer ordinary village conservancy; but if they are to be appropriated as timber and fucl reserves,
a3 I ecrangly reconmend by way of experiment, they would require to be placed under closer surveil-
Liuce than is now practicable under that aystem. . .
8. Convincel that this object might Le moro fully attained by introducing certain improve- :
ments into the existing system of nanageweat, than by placiog them (at lcast for the present) \.md-.:r
tie control of the Forest Department, I thought 1 might venture, on my o%d responsilility, to
prowise to the Mouegar rangers in cbargo of those twv Forest tracts o commission of twenty pv -
cent. on the procceds, instead of ten per cent. as now allowed, on condition that their staJof gillies, or
watcliers, was sugmented to such extent as would briug these belts of jusgle under complete surseil-
lanco.
9. Arrangercnts wero accordingly mado, and the result of the sccond quarter has been toat .

d>predition, partioularly oa the Cuddapah side of the frontier, has been repressed, as eviaced by
me time hasariscn fromn Rupeea 637,

Rupees 98 for tho timo my cxpeti-

-
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8:ver 2l successfal criminal prosecutions, aud the incone at the sa
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realized Juridz the correspouding periol of tho previous yeas, to
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10, ITad these junale-tracts been plac'cd under departmental managem-nt, they could onlly bave |

f\:.rmc(lran outlyu.xg charge, and the danger of corruption in a sma'l and incBcicntly controlled
s::pendiary crtablishment would be infinitely greater, tl.an it would be if they were lcft'in charge of
ranzerd sclected from the Monigars, who now reccivo comnmission on their procecds, ?

. 11. l‘lcsi-lcs the incenti.ve which men thus elected bave in preserving what are sources of
iucoms to themsclves, and their familics after thew, there are perquisitesin the shape of honer Lees-

way, gallnuts, and otlier such petty produce, which confer o largo additional value ou the trust thus

comamitted to them.

qu. We possess, too, a further guarantee of Gdclity in the power of removing such ex-cficio
:,:,t:"gsrfrm l;cr‘edxtary office, shou!.d they lend themselves to dishonest practices, or otherwise [rovy
w :u ';1 .l' tlt ieir trusts.  Thus, with i.n.dividual interests, and the dread of removal from villaze
20 to work upon, the Revenue authorities have a guar:ntce for the fidelity of thcee men, which
ordinary departiuental agency can pretend to. T

- :-:,.N::{at::p:&:m; no.w- i3, that the Doard ;fer.mit me to redeem my pledgo in respect of these
o thr me ,;nd’th::l:’;u::f me to pay comniissiun a.t the rate of twenty, insteaid of ten per cent,
o m;:.m.o, e 0 belts thus taken up as experimental reserves remain under the manaze-

or turee dlonegars among whom they have been apportioned, on the conlision that

.

they provide, at their own char " illi i
ey provide, ges, such a staff of gillies as may bo required for their patrol and

4. The Monegars whom I have selected have a good knowled;ze of Forestry, are familiar with

.(h nkr ' 1 i
oﬂe ‘cr) 1t tx‘)l-, and havo in the Yln.adxes, whom they keep for the purpose of collecting bees-wax and
-ier suall proluce, a etaft of trained gillics, with whom no paid ngcnc)"chx compa:c .

15. Per i i
" 71\: : :::ol::);x::)lly :lcqufxxntcd as I am with the present condition anl further capabilities of these
3'¢s, & sucuid be able, 1n a year or two, to atate, with coufidence. th iment
eard ' R : , the resalts of the experiment.
'f:;:e.arrnn,c‘m'cnts are instalments of a further extension of a system based on like priuc?pl sn cal::l
diu,:;.-‘:: :h -.:..-.im to.pl.aco hefora tha l..!onrd # schame of experimental renerves for all parts <;f the
d ict, mLere the existing atate of tho jungle, and the proximity to towns and railroads Id
lkcly to insure successful results. 7, vould be

Excroscez No. 1.—List.

1. The Doard ranction, as an experi
' rperimental measure, the Collector’s
ast . .. ’ proposal to place the tw
E:)lrl : tr.a.cts in quc.m'on. in the Chendragherry talook, under the management of the llr:mcwan ‘10
. eccive a commission of twenty per ceat. on thoir collections, on the condition that they mai. '
a proper sta?’ of watchers for the eflicicnt conservation of the jungles T fuean

2. The Collector will report under what arraogements

e ( the existi i reali
what chock is ioposed on felling in these tracts. SHSE renento i reaized, aul

3. Tho Collector should procecd with tho sclecti
. uld o sclection of resorves in otlie i<te
taking caro that the prescriptive privileges of tho people are not in any wa; :n?:x:::lf the disteiet,
- g *

(A true Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) A. MACGREGOil,

Tothe Acting Collector of North Arcot, Acting Secretary,

Exd. J. Wrizht,

~a

No. 1,843.
Peoccepivos or Tnx Boaro or ReveNuk, dated 17th March 1869,

Read the following letter from G. VaxsAGNEW, Esq., Actiog Collector of North Arcot, to the

Acting Sceretary to tho Board of Revenue, dated Chittoor, 20th Octoler 1803, No. 3u9:—

Ix acknowledzing tho receipt of the Proceedings of the Board, dated 13th May last, No. 3,528,
_passed upon Mr. Robinson’s letter of the 18th December, No. 3453, I bave the honor to refer the
; Board to Mr. Robinson’s subsequent letter of tho 2Gth February, No. 54, for the infurmation they

require, submitting, at the rame time, a copy of the rules framed aud published by that geutleman.

2. I take this opportunity to transmit copics of correspondence® that has passed between

oToC , ) the Acting Conservator of Forests and mysclf

o onsarrator of Forosts, 14t Aag, 1909, '\:' ;g:: on the subject of the rates of scigniorage and

the Forest Rules generally. The Loard will
observe that, whercas by certain rales, published in the Gazefte of this district in 1363, certain
specified woods were charged rates of scigniorage varying from two to six Rupees per cart-load
when in the rouzh, and the same were indiscrimisately subjected to s acigniorage of Rupcee cight
per cart-load when worked-up or smanthed; and that all *“Jungle-wood,"’' or wood not epecificd as
abovementioned, was charged onc Rupce per baudy-load, without specification as to whether it
be rough or smooth, and without provision for any enbanced scigniorage whether it be smouthed;
the Acting Conservator asks for my authority to cancel the above §-Rupee rate, and to eubsti-
tute therefor rates for smoothed wood, double each of the respective varying rates for rough woods
of the specificd kinds; and further asks my consent to cancel the present usiform rate of one Rupee
for jungle-wood, rough and smonth, aud to substitute difficrent rates of one Itupee for it rough, and
two Rupces for it when emoothed.

3. Iu reply to my query the Aoting Conservator informs me that the rules reccived tho

sanction of Government, and that *‘che seigniorage lists were framed generally by Dr. Cleghorn
and biwsclf in consultation with Collectors and the Board."”
: 4. Now the first of these rules diclares any perion acting in breach or-disregard of them to
be liable to crimins! prosecution. I am very certain that there is no power vested in me, nor in
Captain Beddome, nor in the Loard, to make or alter ruicsand rates upon » hich euch grave consc-
quences depend; and I must confess I am very sceptical as to the authority of the Government,
unsupported by any lezal enactment, to prescribe -rules for what are arbitrarily termed Govern-
ment jungles and forests, and to declare that breach or disregard of these rules shall be treated
as theft, mischicf, or trespass, by the Magistracy subject to their authority, without & previous
clear and defioite scttlement as to what aco the respective rights of the Government and the public
in each and every jungle and forest under their jurisdiction. -

5. In paragraph 40 of thcir Proceedings of the 17th June last, the Board hare themselses
pointed to the necessity of there being » *‘ definito scttlement ™ of any ‘‘doubt” there may be,
“* a3 to Government being really the proprictor of any forest;"’ and that there is such doubt with
reference to most of tho forests in tho Presidency, it is only neccssary to quote the Board's admis-
sion in paragraph 31, that *‘until quite recently, except in tho Anamallays and a few other locali-
tics, the peoplo were free to cut what wood they pleased; to grazo their cattle; and to cxercise
common rights without lct or hindrance."

6. The Board certainly immediately proceed to contcmplate *‘these rights being withdrawn;"’
but they do not indicate by what lawful authority this withdrawal of admittcd rights is to be
effected. ‘

7. Ilolding the cntire present system of what is called forest couservancy to be ill
respect to the large majority of old forcsts and jungles, I am not prepared to take any
imposing, as rcquested by Captaia Beddome, cohanced rates of scigniorago on the people, without

cgal in
part in

express orders to that effect,
8. Dut this is a minor consideration.

My chief object in aldressing the Board is, to endea-
vour to induca taom to bring prominently to the notice of the Government ¢

ho anomalous position

fe '



occupic] by .Collcct?rs, Talisildars, and Deputy Tahsildars, in their capacity .ns Magistrates, in
r:spcct to this question. In their exccutive capacity, they Lave received from the Go:crmncnt' in
t e-lh.aptf c.>f theso Forest Couscrvancy Rules, the broadest possible hint regarding the cxcrcin; of
:ihclr judicial powers in 8 matter of most doubtful legality, to =ay the l’;‘\st o‘;’ it. Ilave
owe : ; . : . 1ave No
oubt that conn:.wns have been made by Sub-dagistrates under the influence of this hint, slthough
they were consciiun that the legality of their proceedings was most questionable . )
y 9. It will prolally bLo sufficient to Lrinz this subjcct to the uotico of the Government, to
induce thcx‘n to lasc no time in issuinyg definite instructions for the guidance of the Mazist ' b
strict lezality of whose pruccedings is of *o much mowment in their cycs stra, e
10‘ '-' . . . . . .
e i; :::]l;t lx;ppcx; l:lm:.l tlhc ITigh Court mizht fix on one of these doubtfid convictions
cgal, aud band the Magistrat : i i o
: < e up tv Governinent for condign punishment.

Excroscex No. 1.

From G. VaxsAGNEW, s i v
ANSAGNEW, Fsq., Acting Collector of North Arcot, to the Officiating Canscrvator of .

: ) T'orests, dated Chittoor, 1t August 1563, No. 168
Cae p , a0, 10D,

AvE the honor to forward a letter® alddressed to mue by 3r. Yarde, Assistant Conscrvator
of I'crests in this distiict, together with its
—— ) enclosures. :

2. TIn this letter Mr. Yarde states that ' the scigniorage list of timber of North Arcot ia

® No. 78 of 6:h July, tobo ruturaed.

. . '
not very clear. No evcess charge hasheen Gxed upon jungle-wood in its * worked-up® state, and
[

** besiles, tho excess chiarzes ix
) arzes fixed upon high-rated ti 3 3
eodorment renciled by o om o s uubt':r are irregular;” and le adverts to an
*“to Mr. Yard y youor one of the cnclosurnsto his letter which runs thus: ** Forwarded
3 ; ‘:\ruc for scttlement, in communication with e Collector.  Tuinbers worked 1 (Il
It H) M ] ' : TR "u
“:l'\y ‘clmb le the tax they pay inthe roush.  So jungle timher, paying one Rupee in ;},p :omu’l
' L] I 4 . ) ad ) c u.l
) oul: }c charged two Rupees worked-up, aud timbers paying four uud five in the rouzh, sl . l"l
A 39 R . ' AN AT .
. r "l' aht and ten, worked-up.'  Liually, Mr. Yardo asks e wicilier | o o
inaly 'r he can ** charge accord-
[ad
S. Tle printed ralez | aba i
. L . spve, arasiznad hy \r Yarlde an zthuativn o
their publication un-ler your instructious. i and are headed by en fztiiaaciun of

tol. ’ l' , @ . . 'l * b (o4 l T wWiN o ve
l’ci"lc co‘n"nll"lg m S(“ lO dre ] 30 “l !Jl'll s question I ‘h")lllll th ciore h t b
[} ’ .

informed, from y : . h
sanction to, or izx(::rr(l'i):tli':norf'“lcw. preciacly what .amlwm'v these rules have, and whether m
weight suc.h us would reml o Lhe pro;r?.sc:l alterations therein woull be entitled w sub it
' uld remler liable to criminal procecdings any person who mi. su tantive
if n“: rule so modificd under my authority. 8% any person who mizlt commit a breach
of tho furcsts i ook ’
'ig":mrcco::t;:; g\lost.\(;::l;:rll;:;dcucy'. also published in this Histrict Gazelte uuder your
preacription of rules, the breach : :](\'SL upon any lu-lhority superior to Your own ; ;nlimrilyth
the sanction of a 1 ~'.| : or disregard of which is declured to be a crimi'nal fr: . y, °
’ with what are callc;l's n]t.llr]c cmf‘t"‘ml It may Le urged that to enter, or in anuy wa :o‘i":c‘ f‘“
: equally cou=titutcc; ::im;lx:;ll..ﬁ‘ Government junzles and forests’ would, in the nhsycnco "('lr ‘l:"
cons offence ; but those who enunciate this doctrine ) . ofrulca
oow I think generally conceded, that the pullic have ever c¢laimed, and un:il(;:(::llgm ?]f ‘1"-‘:-‘;:.
. ' ’ ¥, undisturbedly

enjove cerintive rie : .
joged prescriptive rights in the forests, of which the Government has now scized tl 1
! sized the monopoly.

d.

of the public with this questionable monopoly, which the Goveram
. e Lo ) el : ent hav : selve
;:2;;::::1{:;[,‘,“;; ::,c,:xl 's‘:mctl‘on, doca, in fact, amount to any ofince kn:“;"::‘;:rfz:illl,:;:'x:;c’l; ;.
frequently uppmgu - );:(tht‘l!"a l{\ share t.hls doubt, and that it is the occasion of what I durc sa .
rules. T should be gl:d to(;m: tt: ““;‘msr‘m“’ issuc of charges preferred for breach of vou{'
roould put thus ¢ L4 the right to (X va?tnge of considering your view of the question which I
cxerciced by the Go\'cn-h:‘nt \‘-)'tlmonop(-’hsc foresta, which is claimed and arbitrarily nmll forcibly
to justify the Magist o .‘ .'°“". “Wf‘" legel ranction, of £o unquestionable & character as
gistracy in treating invasions thereof by the public as criminal offences 1

Oa ace of i
tho face of thewm there isno reference to the Collee- .

I would bo glal toba i
g o informeil, morcover, whet
ovcr, wacther tha gencral ** Rules for the conservancy ‘

I make ¢l 'L .
iese remarks, Lecause I entertain grave doubt whetler interference on tb ¢ '
n the par

-

_bas got o rule in force that all t
" charge in the rough ia Rupces two or Rupocs gix, and there is oo rule by which jungle timbers pay

. anything extra for being brou

conservancy in this Presidency, and forwards s correspondence, whic

. kind, Section2 especially protecting existing rig
- Code alrcady provided amply under the heads of ** Mischief,” ** Trespass,

" 6. TIn the case rcferred to io one of ‘the enclosures to Nr. Yardo's Tetter, it appears that

. ¢ Mischict" was charged. As the circunstances cannot possibly constitute the offeuco of

* Mischicf," there is no cause to rezret that the case was thrown out.

(True Cops.)
(Signed) G. VaxsAGNEW, '
Actiog Collector.

Iscrosvie No. 2. {

From Masjor R. 11 BEDDOMLE, Oficiating Conscrvator of Foreats, to the Acting Collector of North
Arcot, dated Canp at Outacamumd, Gth August 1863, No. 863, .

Iy returning the aceompanying documents, forwarded with vour letter, No. 168, of the st
instant, I have the Lonor to inform you that the Fuorest Rules wae drasn up by Dr. Clezhorn,

Mr. Sim, as Sccretary to Governmeut, and myself; all Cullectors were consulted, und tie rules

reccived the sanction of Governmeut. The right of Government to the forests of our I'rusideacy

bas neser been disputed; but they aceede to ryots the right to cut timber frce for agricultural
purposes, cte. Government aro op-posed to a Torest Act, as the I% nal Code has been found quits
sufficient to mect all requircments, and no Act would enahly Government ta declare aoytking their
property which is not theirs by rizht already. Y.ong before our denartracnt was organised in
1K56, most furest tracts were un ler Colluctors; seignioraze on timber was chargedor suppoted to be
charzed; and parties wero constantly punished for felling timber without perminsion It could, in

f ¢ Government Lave exerciscd certain rizhts iu the foresty ever since the couuntry

act, be proved tha
became British territory, clearly proving that they are lezally entitled to mako Jaws for the
1

better conservancy of their foreats.

2. The ecigniorage lists were framed penerally ty Dr. Cle=horn and mysclf in consulta- -

tion with Collcctors and the Board; but all minor particulars were actiled by our District OlScers in
coneultation with tho Collector of their districts.  Timber worked-up in the forcests is charged in
all our districts double seiniorage to timber brought oat in the rough. Dy somne mistake Mr. Yarde
horeservel timbders pav Rupses cizht if worke-un. whether their

2ht out worked-up: thin should certainly be altered, and I sball be
obliged if you will sanction the alteration, and have the rulo printad in the Gazette. It should run
thus: ** All timhers bronght out of the forest worked-up, pay duuble the scizniorage that is

charged for the a:ne wood in o rough state.
(True Copy.)

* (Signed) G. VaxsAGNEW, -

Acting Collector. .

ExcLOSURE No. 3.—Rules.

1s this lotter the Acting Co'lcctor, in reply to paragraph 2 of the Proccedings of tho Board,
dated 13th May 1868, No. 3,528, referred to tho Collcctor's letter, -dated 2t February. .
2. The Loardobserve that it was therein stated that the forsst restrictions,As 00w .dministcrcd,.

do oot interfero with village rights.
3. lIn the present communication Mr. Agoew further entera on

———e

the meoeral questidn of forest
h has passed between bim and

the Cunservator of Forests, on the subject.
4. The Board have already, in their Proccedings, dated 16th Apr
discugred the question.
5. They pointed out therein that no forcst land could bo placed within the scope of the

Forest Act, uulc:s abeolutely the property of Govornment and free fromn private rights of every
bts: and that for offcnces in such forests, the Penal

» aud ** Thefe.”

i1 1868, No. 2,777, fully




6. They need, therefore, only remark here that Mr. Agnew is under a misapprebension as to
the Conscrvancy Rules, which prescribe the conditions on which timber may be felled in Govern-

ment forests, anld warn persons contravening such rules that they will be prosccuted criminally -
for whatover offence their act may, under the circumstances, amount to.

7. The question of whcther tho accusod possesscs rights which exculpato bim from tho charge

is ono of fact which the Court Las to decide.

8. With reference to Major Beddome’s proposal to doublo the rate of scignioraze on worked
timber, the Board see no objection to thus cqualising the rates.

a uniform addition of two Rupcesto the rates for rouzh timber,

Robinson's opinion on this proposal.

9. It seems desirable that the amended rules should bero-printed in a more distinct shape.

10. Tecak and Red Saundersare entcred under the head of ** timber, on which scigniorage is
to be charzed,’’ with a note that cutting them is forbidden, and do not appear in the list of woods
which are not to be cut without express orders.

(True Copies and Extract.)

To the Collector of North Arcot.

Copy to the Acting Collector of Cuddapah.

Ezd. F. R. Bantleman.

!

{

[

}
It is obscrved that tho rules provide
They wish, however, to have Mr.

‘(Signed) A. MACGREGOR,
Acting Sccretary.
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