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'sufﬁciently large to give the Wurgdar his annual Coomery, that is, eight times the
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
30tk June 1869,

No. 708. Read the following letter from the Sub-Secretary to the Board of
Revenue, to the Ofﬁcmtmg Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Mysore,
dated Madras, 12th June 1869, No. 4,225 :—

WitH reference to your letter of the 29th April 1869, No. 548-5, addressed to
the Chief Secretary to Government, I am directed to forward a file of papers con-
taining full information on the subJect of Coomery cultivation in South Canara.

2. You will observe that a great distinction is mado between Circar Couinery
and \Vuro*dar Coomery. Circur Coomery is Coomery carried on in forests which
undlsputedly belong to Government. It was placed under the following restric-
tions in 1847 :—

(1.)—Coomery prohlblted within nine miles of the sea-shore and three mlles
of the bank of any river.

(2.)—Only jungle-tribes to cultivate. Each man to cultivate first three, after-
wards one-and-a-half acres only. '

(8.)—The assessment to be one Rupee an acre.

3. In1859, Government ordered that Circar Coomery should never be carried
on, except with the previous permission of the Collector, and that such permission
should be given sparingly, and never for spots in timber-forests, There are probably
not a thousand acres now cultivated as Circar Coomery in the whole district.

4. Wurgdar Coomery is carried on by Wurgdars or estate-owners in the

southérn part of the district, who have
* The *‘ shist’’ is the original eutry by the Bede- Coomer P hist or shamil* ! VY red in-
nore Government. -e-y $h1st Or s 1&1}111 (SR g i

The ** shamils” are additions made by subse- their wurgs or puttahs. They claim
quent Governments. 3 . .
an absolute proprietary right to the

forests and waste lands of their villages, and urge that they cannot be legally for-
bidden to cultivate Coomery to any extent within the boundarics of what they call
their estates.

5. This claim to forests and waste lands has never been admitted, but it has
been considered that the right to cultivate Coomery had gained some degree of
validity by long prescription, and hence Wurgdar Coomery was allowed to con-’
tinue when Circar Coomery was stopped.

6. The following are the chicf rules regarding it now ‘in force :—

1 Or twelve. . (1.)—Coomery is forbidden in vir-
gin forest or forest uncut for more than
ninet years.

This rule is grounded on the fact that forest renews itself in eight} years, and
on the hypothesis that the right to culti-

+ O twelve. vate is }E)mited to a bloclz of forest

extent which may be cultivated in a year.

(.)—One acre of Coomery is allowed fpr each four Annas of Coomery shist or
shamil entered in the wurg or puttah.

(3.)—Government may plant on any spot cleared for Coomer y and no Coomery
is afterwards allowed # a place so planted.

(4.)—No ryot can cultivate on any spot, except within the boundaries of his
own village, or of that in which by the Government Accounts he is entitled to cut. -
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Recenue I)eparlmehl.

30th June 1869.

(5.)—The asscssment to be Rupce 1 an acre. ?

(6.)—A block of forest is allotted to each wurg for Coomery which is eight
times as large as the annual clearing allowed.

(7.)—Defore clearing, permission must be obtained.

7. Questions as to the right of these Wurgdars to cultivate Coomery to any
extent, as to the sizo of tho blocks of forest to Lo assirned to the wurgs for Coomery
and as to the rules under which Coomery #hall be carried on aro still undez, €on
gideration. Hence, the filo of papers which is sent herewith ends some¥
abruptly.

J—
No. 709. Orprr THEREON, 30th June 1869, No. 1,882

o be recorded.

Misccllancous. ' Onrpereb ¢

(True Extract.)
(Signed) 1L WE
Acting Under-Secretary 4

LLES LEY,
o Government.

To the Board of Revenue.

Tl F.R Dantlemane
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