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Propeedingé of the Madras Government, Revenue Depurtment, '
30th June 1869, '

No. 702." Read the following letter from the Commissioner of the Neilgherry
Hills, to the Acting Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
Fort Saint George, dated Ootacamund, 31st May 1869, No. 24 :—

Paracrapus* 1 and 2 of Major Bed- :

) *(1) Suggesti}xg extended congervancy opera-
tions in the forests of the Coimbatore s%opis of dome’s lotter of the 8th May 1869,
the Neilgherries to supply demand likely to arise No. 1,364, were referred to me for -

for fuel and building-timber when the Railway p.orvations ,

to Kullar is made. \ l
(2.) That care should be taken that none of . 2. The tract of country pointed

these f - i i . .
ese forest-tracts be alienated, as there will be out by May)r Beddome is rather a large

doubtless many applications for land, only for . .
the ;ale of timber. o ‘one. I enclose a Map showing the
(3.) That many of the tracts are sdmirably 1 ocitions of Bolumputty and Suttiamun-

'adapted for the growth of locomotive fuel.” ‘

- o galum with reference to. Kullar, Mcta-

polliem, and the slopes of the Neilgherries. Both Bolumputty and Suttiamun-
galum, ;md.all the enst of the Bhowany, are in the Cqimbutore District.

. 3. With regard to the first point raised by Majot Beddome, I have to mention

that Mr. Overseer Newman is in charge of the slopes of the Hills round about
| Coonoor;t and in my letter to the Board,

t In reply to Proceedings of Government, dated gated 14th May, I have recommended

: or
11th March 1869, No 5. that the Conservancy Establishment
ander him should be as follows :—
‘ Pay per month. Station.
1 Gumastah, = ... ... 28 Metapolliem.
1 Peon, . Do.
1 Peon, ... ... .. 10 Burliar.
2 Peons, e ees eoe 20 Coonoor.
1 Peon, 10 Kotagherry.

For the present and until the demand “which Major Beddome expects, actually
arises, the above establishment it appears to me is a sufficient Conservancy Estab-
lishment for the forest-tract west of the Bhowany River.

4. On the second point alluded to by Major Beddome, I may say that I am
o already precluded from even enter-
$Procs. of Govt., dated 30th Jan. 1868, No. 259. taining applica tions for wood-lands on

either side of the Coonoor ravine, within sight of the old or new ghaut-road-
[ shall be careful in dealing with applications for forest-lands in any other locali-

’ — " ties handy to Kullar or Metapolliem,
§ Procs. of Govt., dated 30th Jan. 186?, No. 259. and all such applications have to be

reported§ to Government for sanctiou.

5. With regard to the third point, I beg to forward copy of paragraphs 3,
4, 5, and 6, (with a note) of my letter to the Buard of the 14th instaat.

6. In prospect of the great demand likely to be created by the Railway,
with Major Beddome’s opinion as to the suitability of the Neilgherry slopes for
the purpose of growing Railway-fuel, 1 think the question of planting on a large
scale is one well worthy the attention of Government. The timber and fuel that
the existing forests on the eastern slopes of the Neilgherries can supply, will be
found to be very inadequate, even if nothing was reserved ; but I apprehend that
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] arge tract. : R 1 ' A
: . .M.i c.nuld not bo eleared in this direction, without the risk of affecting the. .
] climato injuriously, ’ " S
L d 1 2
7. " " »
vl ha Gt‘n crument are aware of the marked difforence observable, as )¢ 5
Yo 1w ithi :
inf] (0 o 1:m Riilway between Coimbatore and Malabir: the latter, within the |
uen . 1 on § |
; o £ oo !‘]‘0 south-west Monsoons, is green and dense, with tropical vcgemh"(;" |
ormer, by o ' . . . . 4, . ¥ [
and it 1 :} Fexuprrison, iaadosert.  The desert begring whero the monsoon en |
Coimbat:y the "Ii”"“.'" of many that the monsoon does not penetrato £0 far into |
ro s it formerle . o . . s brict 18 o
extending westward nerly ‘3“1’ and tho sterility of the Coimbatore Distrs s :
o wouli% stward towards Paulghaut. Ifthis, on inquiry, be found to bo the case: N
] < . . - . N | |
of counts o “-"Y. undesirable to make g great clearance in the neighbournng tract o
] plantine ol mex}tmnod by Major Beddome in his letter under referencd, uplest * |
3 & 18 carried on at least to gn cqual extent |
‘ '
Na. 703 . T | |
5 OrpER THEREON, 30th June 1869, No. 1,879. f B %
1 i i |
Forests, No. 23, Tue Government await the s‘,‘b s ' A |
sion, by the Board, of the Comnmissioncr =,
i ' .
: letter, dated 14th May 1869. | | i
; ) b :;
(True Extract,) ﬁ |
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(Signed) R. A. DALYELL, ! T
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