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~ 01d well-lands in Cuddapah District.

Passing orders with reference to the rednotion of their assessmeut.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Read again Board's Procecdings, 15th Ma~ 1868, No. 3,623, and Sth August

1868, No. 5,750, recorded in the 3.0., under dated 5th February 1869» |

No. 318,

Read also the following :—

. \ g
Procecdings of the Board of Revenue, dated 4th September 1869,
No. 6,301,

Bead again Prococdings of the Board, dated 15th May 1868, No. 3,623

Read alsso the following letter from the Acting Collector of Culldaps.h,T to tlé%
ceretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 20th August 1868, No. 180-

. 687
Apverrivg to paragraph & of my letter to your address of tho 6t April 18

. ]
No. 62, T have the honor to requcst that I may bo favored with Board’s ear'y

instruetj . on &ty
ructions for the deduction of twenty-five per cent, of the assessmciﬂutlsﬁ(), in

0%:‘1(11(35 lﬁjgta?d from wells sunk prior to the preparation of R.egistcr A
issued toath May causo the necessary correction to be made in fr
@ ryots in the revised form for the current F usly.

No. 618,

Acting

e — c——

Fr e rior {0
PO the correspondence connected with this subject, it appears thii;sgssment

1880 it was cust A
omary, in the Cuddapah District, to charge the full Tarain Ten
& lands convertod jnt wet b tphe construction of grivate wells; the permars.
howdaye " or y P P being

ol ; ¢ an
such cages withherngSSmn of twenty-five per cent. enjoyed by all dry
nd permﬂncnt

2. This was elearly g m: . ivorsal
charactop - carly a mistake, as the remission was of n universa he Taram
eler: the real assessment of tho dry lands of the district was, i1 fa(f;:mtds shoul

: BHSment less tbis M .
l‘emlssion ar .s 1 \'4 "“te we
ayv ld on h S ¢ nevw Prl

3. ' =1.8.G, and 8O
furthe The amount thyg erroncously charged amounts to Rupees 15,971-3 6, an

‘ 4" %eh}:y zho.“ld oceur in rectifying the mistake. v out the
tv&ent);-ﬁve percc?eng Collector is, therefore, authorised at once to cgfxlliﬂ , which

the B LF oent. reduction in anticipation of the sanction of (},over\
oard will apply for when the information called for in their Iroce

th A cdings, 43t
ugust 1868, No. 5,750, is submitted.

Proceedings of th 1869
Caing o Roard of Revenue, dated 7th May )
Read again Board's Proceedings, 4th September 1868, No. 6,301

NO- 617. NO' 3’105'

Read also the following papers :—
ras Government, dated 5th February 186
Department.

lands in Cuddapak District.—Board of Revenu
of the question relating to their assessment.

Proceedings of the Mad 9, No. 818, Revenu?

24 o
ABSTRACT.— IFez. e requ@swi

expedite the disposal

osh puttabs to be

AT,
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No. 1836, Revexve, 29ta Juxe 1869. 3

Letter from the Acting Collector of Caddapah, to the Acting Secretary to the Board
of Revenue, dated 30th January 1869, No. 7,

I nava the honor to submit the statement called for in Board’s I’roc.eedings,'
dated 8th August.last, No. 5,750, exhibiting the required particulars respecting half
a dozen Khandam, and the same number of Shamilat Dasabundam wells.

2. T beg to advert to one other point connected with this correspondence. In
paragraph 10 of his letter of the Sth April last, the late Mr. Molony informed the
Board that the Settloment Department were then ¢ demarcating Shamilat Inams in
portion separate from the Circar portions, and that this may be done in every instance,
thus placing Shamilat in exactly the same position as Khandam Inams.”

3. I have now to inform the Board that this has not been, and is not being done,
the undertaking having proved far mors formidable and eomplicated than was at first
supposed either by Mr. Molony or the Deputy Director.

4. Writing on the 9th October, the latter Officer exemplified some cases into
which he had lately gone personally, and stated his belief that they were  good
average spceimens of what is to be met with in the different villages ”. He added :
“ they show how complicated the subject is, particularly when we take into account
that there are no less than forty-four Dasabundam tanks and channels with as many
as 108 Inams under only one of them in the single village of Kalkadda. The laying

~ down of the limits between the Government and Inam portions of these lunds will
require quite an establishment of itself, and must be a matter of time; so that I do
-not anticipate that the separate demarcation of them can be earried out, while our

men are working in the talooks now in progress. To appoint men to this work there
now would hinder the progress of our operations, as they would require the attendance
of the Curnums whose services are to us indispensable.”

5. From these remarks it will bo observed that the Demarecation Department
repudiate the notion of their underfaking the work at all, now that it has been fourd
to be 80 formidable. For my part T doubt exceedingly whether the advantages to be
derived from such minute -demarcation will compensate for the great expense of its
exceution ; but if the thing is to be done at all, I am not aware Low. it is to be done,
except by the regular Demarcation Department.

6. Iregret the great delay that has occurred in submitting the information
called for. Tho cause is the same which will, I fear, not unfrequently compel me
to claim the indulgence of the Board, and I therefore advert to 1t now. For some
years past received correspondence has never been delivered in the first instance to
the Head Writer for registration and distribution to the departments concerned, nor
have the form of Register preseribed by the Board, or the bundling, as oppased to
the old filing, system ever been introduced in this Office. The natural consequence
is, that papers when wanted cannot be found, and there are no mcans of saddling the
responsibility of their deficiency on any particular individual.

7. The Doard will scarcely credit it, but affer a vain attempt to discover the
important papers connected with the subject of this letter, T was reducgd to borrow-
ing them from the Deputy Director. Having got them I was pbext mfomped thgt
the statement required had been sent op. I asked tosce it, and on looking af it
during the holidays, observed that there was no despatch date on the draft. On
inquiry after the holidays, it turned out that it had never been dwpatehed.‘ I found
that what had been prepared was insufficient, and it bas taken me until now to
procure the necessary information and prepare the reviscd statement, herewith
submitted.

Excrostre No. 1—Statement.

D

Ix the letter now recorded the Acting Collector submits the accounts in detail,
relating to twelve Dasabundam_ wells : the entries therein do not serve tv throw muech
light on 'the question of the ‘relative rights of Dasabundamdars and Dasabundam

Inamdars.
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2. Tt appears, however, that the papers alrcady received admit of a certain

portion of the subject of well-lands being disposed of, provided that e
~are willing to abandon the

i i der of the
roposal, made in paragraph 14 of their Or r o
14th January 1867, of providing, by au addition to tho dry assessment of well-lands

alle : . satin
generally, for any expense which might be: rendered necessary in compensating
Inamdars for losscs sustained in eonscquence of the revision.

. . . :a f-
3. The difficulties attending the nestion arc due to the consideratitns affec

. PR S d
108 Inamdar sspecially 7illage Service Itiams 20
Dgsabundamsht?:g:_muy » and especially the holders of Village

4. The Board. accordingly proceed to lay before Government their remark;(}ogn
the correspondence, In paragraph 8 of their Proceedinss, dated 15th May 1 o
.No' 3762?3: regarding the old well-lands of the Cuddaprh District, t'he Board g'ce
1t as their opinion that the holders of cnfianchized Inams not being for sermur(;
were equitably entitled to give up their Inams, and in licn acccpt ryotwary tex(i to
at the reduced rates; that any of them accepting this alternative, were ent.l‘tl}) am
reeaive back any sum whicl they may have paid in commutation of their ulit-
quit-rent ; and thot they were #ot entitied to claim a re-adjustment of their QU

1 | . the
llent On’ the .ba'_ms of the new assessmont, Oun this point, the Board reforred to
nam (,omnnssmner. ’

5. Mr. Blair eoncurs with the Doard that the Inamdars are not entitled to clal

a re-scttlement of the
other Inamdars, «
their lund-revenye
would be for their

‘ . . . se, with &
Ir quit-rents. IJe considers, they, in common, of course, holding
Poasess tho right of giving up their Tnam tenures, an nwomelf
puttahs, wheneyer they muy consider that such an arralis

an
advantage,” ment of Inams

¢ . ‘hise
the re - i He argucs that as the enfrauchiseu as @
pennrtggnzptloa of quit-rent were offered and aceepted unconditionally, au;t:ion of -
¢ nL arr - .. 4 H#he eV
rangement the Tnamdars cannot, ou principle, claim cither re the

their quit-rents, ¢r refund of the

e ui v : ) o
Aty of the case, without refepence to the permancnt nature of the sottlement,

g rivileges should be conceded. .
Must Be'luhi I}fﬂl‘dTa}re of opiuio'n tl.xat tha permanent nature of the I”,mﬁ[
L-xtremelyl liberq‘l 1ere 1y not.hmg Inequitable in this, sccing that tlge s¢ epted.
departns, { al, and that it wag unconditionally and volurtarily accep s cb
© rom this rule would be Productive of the utmost inconvcnlen(‘e;edi!"e’i’
the Inamdars wo 1&0 sesessment of Government lands being revised so s & 608' .
would enta o) (L?: Vc]uxm a revision of their quit-rent and rcdcuq)tlon-monlu)l' cases
also tho gain - 121‘ ernment the expense of clussif ying Inam lands. In ;,n‘i y
quit-rent_ wi th‘OU fecruo to persons who had purchased the Inams on the dditional
» Without expectation of, and therefore without payment for, this ad¢ “ion
Moreover, if the Inamdar is to be held in eqU'if}', cutitled to 8 %%

L imilarly
nt 1s reduced, the Government must bo lxls}:(llltsmay

Settlement
ement was

raised, of the quit-rent whenever their assess am’
Setlment s 1% (herfore, tho Boued s destiody of opnion st 25 12
; o ord PR in its intogrity, the Tnamdar bhaviug only the oP '
wary tenure, if he prefers it
. 8 . rhen the
Inam7co¥12i:§sg ?;dant(;:' illago Servico Inams the diflicultics are grcatcr't t\gehleduc'
tion of the oy ssigument of revenug of well-lands, it is obvious tha ent

CSSY 3
of tho Inamdas uent of such land wil]

ussiguing other 1a

. .8. In other
tion 1s made,

he wztis before.; but it may be argucd
private capacity, and is mere] inqui i
have been made’; and that etl):e U\:;grcc;hl;gmshment O e

formed have been pro tanto diminj
itself, either freo or fay "

clearly the revision raige

= aym
. operate as a reduction of the money PE D
The only way in which it appoars( possiblo to adjust this 18

up the difference.

(4]
h should

ccived from Govcmmc"t-f ich the 1

bere is yeta third ease in WICU © 1y ore
~ ” 3 an
orably assessed, forms the endowment of the offict

¥ 00 question of claim to compensation.

. N , to
redomptlon-monny. But if ¢ the Board look ” he'
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No. 18306, Revexug, 29ta June 1809, ‘ 5

et g e,

9. It appears that under the old wells there are 6,932 acres of Service Inam
lands, assesscd at 56,533 Rupees; and in the absence of information as to ‘the
distribution of these into the various classes above enumerated, the Board find it
uzpossible to make any definite recommendation.

10. Lastly, there is the question of Dasabundam Inamdars. From the Acting
Collector’s statement it appears that out of 20,329 wells, having under them lands
measuring 60,355 acres, assessed at 3,938,766 Rupees, 8,627 wells, with an ayacut of
15,649 acres, assessed at 1,25,030 Rupees, are classed as Dasabundam.

11. Asto these wells the question arises as to who is the owner. On the one
Land, it is argued that the Inamdar 1is the party entitl_ed to be. coxgsulered. as such, he
having originally sunk the well; and that by assigning to him in consideration ?’f
this an Inam, the (Government have practically ¢ purchased an interest m the wells”,
This view is supported by the Officiating Inam Commissioner, who states that the
ryols holding under these wells, have never contribuied a Rupee towards their
construction or repair; and thatif any concession be made, it should be in favor of
the Inamdar, to whose investment of capital the existence of the well is due. :

12. Mr. Blair is, on the whole, opposed to any general revision of these lands,
and would only admit’ it in cases of exceptional over-assessment, adopting Mr.
Wedderburn’s proposal of a maximurm of 7 Rupees per acre.

13. On the other side, it is argued that tho Ipamdars are _snnply in the_ posi-
tion of other Serviece Inamdars, having received certain Inams. in consideration of
keeping the wells in repair; that the idea of the Ina.mflar being supposed to‘hax{e
vested capital in an irrigation work without obtmmng the land under it, is
opposed to our experience of any existing condition of things. In other places the
Dasabundam Inamdar is either an individual proprictor of land under the \‘vork, or
the collective body of proprictors, and the grant of revenue f_rom th‘e ayacut mvollves
mercly the obligation to repair, but carrics with it no proprietorship other than that

which existed before. ted e i
is view is supporte o

“4¢h Proposal—An additiomal reduction of 14, This view P v
“eight per eent. in the assessment, or thirty-
“thrce per cent. in all, shall be allowed on
“all lands watcred by wells, or by water
“raised by machinery fromrivers and nullahs,

* provided the cultivaters keep the wells or

* eibankments in repair at their own cost.”

*10th Proposal.—The repairs of all tanks
* which are not rendered private property by

' ““an extra remission or Dasabundam Inam,
“shall be made at the expense of (fovern-
“mewt,”

by Sir Thomas Munro in his first report
031, the district, printed in the fifth
Report of the Special Committee for the
affairs of the FEast India Company.
Against the claims of the Inamdars, it
is further argued that the lands have
been in the possession of the ryots for
years; that they have held them from
Government; have paid their heavy
assessment to Government; and resign
them to Government when they relinquish them.

15. Unless, therefore, on the strongest proofs, it would _be out of the question
to convert them into mere tenants of the Inamdars. The objection to such a course
has already been pointed out by Government in paragraph 10 of their Order of the
14th January 1867 ; and it might lea?  to the cultivators under these wells finding
themselves in a worse position than wefore the revision. DBefore, the_refprc, making
any definite proposal for the revision of assessment on these lands, it is meccssary

" that tho rclative claims of Inamdars and eultivators be further investigated and

determined. If the former prove to be the owners, the Boar:d eannot coneur with
the Ofliciating Inam Commissioner in his view of the mode in which the matser
should be dealt with : as the party who invested his eapital in the well, the Inamdar
would be entitled to the full benefit obtainable therefrom. Should it, on the oth?r
hand, prove that they are no moro than Service Inamdars, the Gov_ernment 1ax‘e
entitled to leave them in their present position—namcly, In possession (zif I;C‘lellcr
Inams saddled with the obligation of keeping the wells in repair. The Boar ht hm :
however, that it would be preferable to allow them a remission of t:hreel;elg t‘ 8 (())t
the reduced assessment on their Inams, applying the same rule as in the case

terms in which the system is alluded to -
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° No. 1836, Revrxvr, 20tn Joxe 1869. . Government lands, and that the sundry Tnamdars be allowed the option of either ‘\g

e e s S s A AP 55 continuing to pay the present Inam quit-rent, or of having their lands converted into i;/,
other Service In \ st . . erv moderate com- L ordinary puttah-lands at the new rates. . '\
dutation of thean:)%li ’lt}}g rexrf)amm'g _ﬁve-elghthsll\s 0\1?;1 'fi)n?'iﬁ ‘1:3;- Jonger devolve \T 2. The Government sanction these proposals which, as rggards the Governme‘nt ';
exclusively on thep gation of repuiring the wells, which w lands, will, it is observed, involve a sacrifice of revenue amounting to Rupees 1,63,329 :
J6. The great oh; . Tich Mr. Blair ' per annam. . ;

: . ect ‘er . ¢ asures which « , . .
disputes is, fhe encouraJo mn:xft(gg‘;el Smeﬁlf. };\ the {}pirgloxglgimmm especially, are of* . 3. Thep(}overnment also concur in the views expressed b{Sélge NBO%‘T(}OI; t
inestimablo value, No ncns vels which, in seasons of ¢ o the peaple eonfidence paragraplis 7, 8 and 9 of their Proceedings, under date 7th May » No. 8, ; ‘“,
in the professed intention Ooafﬂgz\mn he‘ xtn ore eﬂ'octt.ual ‘.p,ﬁl:l?ﬁ srovements than ths ‘regar(_ling t}le Servigo Inam !ands, and request that they will at once obtain an :
voluntary abandonment of the rf:ls}:'”: " 'I ‘m_)t‘ tlof ax P;ll ‘cdo(iti wlclh which has been submit the information to which they refer. ) y
paid for years, and miokt cout'i 1 t? “{)“Im,.ml ”T’.?h 1t ffordl'n"’]awml ground © 4. As to the lands under the Dasabundam wells, the Government, on a recon- i
complaiut, o et be fevied without a ° sideration of the question, are of opinion that the orders 1equiring the reduction of &
17. Tt does not, k m‘ to awail the b the assessment on old well-lands eanaot be Leld to apply to them. These orders .werg 4
final decigiop o.f t]0 » owever, appear to the Beard to be ncc?Sb‘Jy'])acle;uxldﬂm7 ¥ strictly limited to such wells as were not constructed or malptalped by the Sta.te, an p
efore carrying l: Juestion of Inams— whether Village Servico ():‘d well-lands— inasmuch as the Dasabundam wells have for years been maintained by an ahenattl(t))n $
Provided, gg aliadl;. tthe revision of tho assessmcett in the other ]Olamdars Lo ecb of Gover_nmeqt revenue in the shape of the Dasabundam Inam, they cannot be ‘
aside, ¥ stated, that the question of cumpensation of In : ¢ included in this category.

rin - 8. Under these ecircumstances, the Government do. not consider thfit any
44,70108.:1021: 3;?:303 o "01' -0 . g mim.‘flaifnde% alteration of the assessmeut of the l’ands under these wells 1s1ne}e1c_ieﬁ, e:it;e“ggau; ssuz};
e orders for re\'i\s(i)o at 2,73,736 Rupecs, of which the sum to be(;?crcs aS3CESC cases as 1t may appear to the Collector to be exor.bltélmtg lgd,‘enou b to call
at 83 973 1 0 18 Rupees ],83,_329. Of this area, only 8,4.1 ”de m'vision 0 assessment on irrigated land. The Bgard w111. accordm_gy h(? Eoge consigers that
the assessment f’ he o 80 that if orders are now i~sued for th bieet will U upon the Collector for a report showing the instances in w e £ 1ates oaid on
o the Circar ayacut lands, a large proportion of the gubjecty a reduction of assessment may fairly be granted, with reference to rates p
) ) irrigated land, in the neighbourhood, of similar quality.
6. The orders issued by the Board in their Proceedings, under _daff 4thd$ep'
tember 1868, No. 6,301, which are adverted to in paragraph 22 of their Proceedings
above recorded, are approved and sanctioned. *

. . =02
1 wells, excluding Dasabundam, 18 11,702

h

19, - . . ol clor
M. Aol PAP281Dh 15 of kis letter of (be aly April 1863, the late Acting Collee &0

ony, X 2 T (L R ; 1 Deputy
Cozilector, gx;drsreotlz;):m to divide the district among the Iuropean Staff and (7o ¢
an

. . ¢ Au
Cptemter, Village Ly village, and alluded to the months of July, Avs

as bei ) - :

20, The Qng faverable for carryitg out the measure. o the : . (Signed) R. A. DALYELL,
elergies of S]edgglsttr_ous woason of last year taxed, as the Goverrment g;re aw’z\lloioﬂ)’ % Acling Secretary to Government.
chee 18triet Officery to Y Wd death of r. «

ecl;eld, for the time, furthe. ;»l'ogtrli(: -utmost, and the lamented de

<L T . ne .
Present yea;'e ;Z%legmm might bo carried out during the corresponding et
cularg regard,ing tiev\arl?lt age be taken to obtain and record in cach Vl}li‘g°1$;
settlement, of them beill hage Servieo and Dusubundam Inams, as will a¢

Wi '8 determined on at ap carly period.
requa 1th referepee to their
Quest that Governmgy vil
oI Rupees 15,971.3.¢ o
Previous tg 1860,
23. U
otherwige

|

1 {
gf
-
?¢
i

!

i

i

Y SR

jod of the ' *
ch partl“
t of the

)
Proceedingy of the 4th September, th‘;ércdnctiﬂﬂ
. L approve of tho orders therein given fort{ivaw
r'm the demand on dry lauds irrigated by P!

D to that dat, it h
Ulliverga] deduction

Proccodinvs Ot}
‘ g% Yth May 1
.(,ollector that the de y

-
>
Q

N nd.‘]
ad been customary to withhold from such 12 ne

of 25 per cent. ordered by Sir Thomas Munro- rcctiﬁed : ‘
§¢8. case of Kurnool the ﬁnomuclfil‘;; with t;]‘g
; } 36 Yoard agrec 1
1quiries werg ¢; mand wag opposed i(l)nsc}l?::g’Int'il!llocilios. At the mr:q;l'“‘ !
whethep 2 glwilar prictice obtained In Cud@“l’c‘sw of. o
ports the matter had never been finally (hFI’" ;(.ard :
jeet in ench a clear light that 1t glow?d
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No. 618, T

ORDRR 14 .
IEREGY N

Laud Revenye, Ir appemrs that in tht‘l wellsy

. . -0 - (
Distiict there are 11,702 :1 iy attaC edy
which no Dasabundam Ing

o 1 'c

Gerviet =
Ins tYernment land, 6,541 ucrc® o][ut the © “w
wp .am‘ lang. The Bourd jecommend th phied 19 e :
\ff‘lh“r_.’ 0y, ("(! ‘r(,“ ”’X‘,OIS l(‘ 15! PERAN ﬂI :

which supply
land, apnd 2
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