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Proceedings of the M adras Government, Revenue Department,
28th June 1869.

No. 602.  Read the following letter from the Officiating Conservator of Forests,

to the Acting Secretary to Government, Rcvenue Department, Fort

Saint George, dated Camp at Manantoddy, 29th May 1869, No. 1,429 :—

: ' : I have the lonor to forward the
Lotter from Lientenant Walker, Deputy Conservator, to 'documents, as per margin, for the infor- 7

the Officiating Consgervator of Forests, No. 17, dated
220d May, with enclosures A.and B, mation of Government,

—————

From the Deputy Conservator of Forests, Madura and Tinnevelly, to the Officiating Conservator
of Forests, Ootacamund, dated Camp at Madura, 22nd May 1869, 1\;’0. 17.

Wire reference to Government Order, No. 1,166, dated 29th April 1869, X have the honor to
request that you will lay the following explanation before the Right llonorable the Governor in
Council, with a view to the censure conveyed in the Order referred t? being removed.

2. In my report, No. 131, dated 12th October 1867, I fully detailed the measures I had found
it necessary to adopt with refercnce to the Colroyenmullay Forests, and I at the same time verbally
explained them to Dr. Cleghorn. . They met with his cntire approval, and Government, in their
*‘ Order thercon, No. 2,977, dated 14th December 1867,” were pleased to endorse the same.

3. In paragraph 29 of the said letter I report that I had directed the Contractor not to
issue permits, and state my reasons ; as the Board remark in their Proceedings, dated 23rd April
1869, paragraph 5, I said nothing as to a prohibition to fell, nor was such prohibition ever
made. The whole matter partook, in fact, of the nature of an arrangement between the Con-
tractor and myself, viz., that, until certain arrangements with regard to his limits were made, he
should not issue permits for felling. He never appeared at my office, as directed ; but immediately
on receipt of Government Order No. 2,977 of 14th December 1867, I made the necessary arrange-
ment, established the ** Chowkies,” and cancelled my previous order, which was after all merely
to the effect that if timber was brought on his permits ¢ would not be left without interfer-
ence (i. e., it would not be co Scated, buf detained pending inquiry) there being no ripe timber
on the s.ummits of the hills ¢ the scantling whi.ch was being brought on his permits.

4. As a matter of fact no timber was brought, and hence none was intcrfered with, I trust,
therefore, that in this respect my action may, as the Board suggested in a former Procecding, be con-
sidercd as *‘ merely what was necessary to protect the Government property in my charge.”

5. The Collector of Salem in his letter to the Board, No. 73, dated 13th April 1869, para-
graph 4, states that ** Mr. Walker's defence is simply Nil."” I beg respectfully to call attention
to the ¢nclosed translation of the plaint (marked A.,) and to my reply already submitted, if an entire
denial of the facts, and the ability to produce proof that no timber or bandies were seized or the
passes taken away, and further that no timber such as the plaintiff was bringing into market existed
on the top of the hills amount to Vil, then I can only acquicsce in the Collector's statement ;
the Collector I may state refused to have anything to do with the second part of the plaint, and jn.
formed me that I must defend it myself. I was, thercfore, not a little surprised, when I had al] the
evidence and witnesses ready, to find that he had compromised it without consulting me at all,
Mr. Pochin was with me at Yoombul when I decided on the course I should adopt with regard to
the Contractor, and I was certainly under the impression tlat he was ot only aware, but approved
of it of course, in this I must have been entirely mistaken.

6. Ibeg further to submit a translation of the ‘‘ issues framed by the Court (marked B_\
which I am not aware have cver been laid before Government or the Board. I am ot on;;

 stating my own opinion, but that of those who were better qualified to judge, when I say that
*

. according to the issues, the whole matter depended on the first point i, e., if the slores were
Government property the suit would be given in our favor, if not, againet us. The Collector stated
that he was preparcd to prove that they were Government property, and if sucl, bad been dove theo
sccond issue virtually falls to the ground.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
| | 28th ‘June 1869. |

-

v framed, the Contr

3 thaf 'Zx;zki:::it}ﬂna;t (::1 ﬁ}cl:;i)sr‘:)(;szi:::,rewhich I considered as a confession of weakness, and, ‘as.such;
reported it to the Collector, 1 trust, therefore? thzft I may not be sux.)posed to be merely czw(xi ling &

the Collector’s settlement when I state that I consx'der .the compromise was unnecessary an _xnjtum-
ous ; even had the second count heen gone into, which is a matter o.f opmxo.n, and given agains u;,

it svould have been more than repaid by the precedent of an estabhs.lzed right }fo the slopes, p:nh-

A‘in}; Shichthe Collector of South Arcot is unable to settle the q.ues'tmn regarding the s.lopes of ¢ ;
»same hills in-his district. The northern slopes in the Salem District are glgq under dispute, an

it would have been most advantageous could we have obtained g favorable decision, as both
‘Mr. Pochin and myself were sanguine we would, -

8. In my action throughout I merely did my duty, ! po
poned by successive Forest Officers for a number of years, and the result has been the acquisition
by Government of 3 large tract of valuable forests.

Under the circumstances, therefore, I ventare
to hope that the Rirht ITonorable the Governor in Council will be pleased to withdraw the censure
y | conveyed in the Order under reference, ' )
‘ .g-“‘ x‘ A 2 ! ‘A.--
S ‘ ‘
Frow the Deputy Conservator of Forests, to the

actor himself saw my Overscer, and stated

et i ae e g

but it was a duty which had been post.

Principal Sudder Ameen of

Salem District, dated
21st May 18069.

Trr following is the detailed statement of one Kristnappa Naik, Plaintif in Original Suit

" No. 193 of 1869, . | ,
L Latchoomana Govenden and Annamulla
"’i royen hilis respeetively alluded to in the
“on Gth and Tth Angust 1
¢ To.cntand Temove timb

Sr Govenden, Jagheerdars of'

plaint, having executed Docy
865, respectively, authorising the Plaintiff Kristnappa Najk to issne pasges
er and moongil ete., on and from the above-said hills, and thereby ho (the
' Plaintiff) enjoyed the right up to 25th September 1867.

5 9

2. Ou 25th September 1867, the Defen

dant hag prevented the Plaintiff from issuing any
ass, and forcibly taken away the passes already issued, in accordance with the contents of the
above-mentioned documents, stating that he

(the, Plaintiff) should Personally settle the existing
<. dispute with regard to boundary of the Jungles in question. ' .

‘ 3 Asit is likely to cause loss to the Plaintiff, he hag petitione

, November 1867, still the Defendant issued a'fa.keed, dated 28th N ovem

'y RO pass should be issued, ‘ ‘

B - 4. Moreoy

* ™ “should not issue

mentioned hills,

(2

Perier and Chizna Col-

d the Defendant on 23rd

ber, stating, a4 before, thag
er on 5th March 1868, the Defendant issued a Takeed stating that the Plaintigy
any pass to fell timber, ete., on wes

tern slopes beyond the water-sheds of the above-

arch 1868, (being the dates on which t
gand passing of timber, ete,,
Plaintiff wag Put to sustain the loss elaimed for in the plaint,
6. Subseyuent to the last Takeed the Plaintiff issues
the hills for which he has a contract, and the rest ar
7. As those two hills are belonging
given on contract to the Plaintiff, a5 per documents, (marked A,
< -right at all jp it. : ‘ ‘

I, the Plaintiff, the
I, the Plaintiff qo

he 1st and Jast Takeeds b
during that period, an
ete, -

passes to fell timber on?
e enjoyed by the Defendant up

ave
d thercby the

¥ on the top of

refore; beg that justice be rendered.

iereby declare that the above is true to the best of my belief, . *

‘ (Signed) KRISTNAPPA N AIKEN, ete., ete,

Filed on 15t § tember 1863,
(True Copy ang Translation.) prember
: (Signed)
21st May 1809,

[
LU IR

C.J. WALKER, Licutenant,
Leputy Conservotor of Lorests,
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