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Proceedings of the Madras GGovernment, Revenue Department,
19¢h June 1869.

No. 429, Read the following letter from Major R. H. BEDDOME, Officiating
Conservator of Forests, to the Acting Secretary to Government, Revenue
Department, Fort Saint George, dated Camp, Manantoddy, 29th May
1869, No. 1,431 :— }

WirH reference to paragraph 2 of the Government Order, No. 1,401, of the léth .

of May, I have the honor to inform you that although it appears that Mr., Under-
wood, to save time, at first issued a warrant that might have been informal from
want of evidence, he subscquently had all the evidence laid before him and issued
a formal warrant. ‘

2. I proceeded from Mysore to Manantoddy, but when I arrived there, I
found that Mr. Underwood had just started on a tour, and that he would be absent
for some time. ~ Mr. Ricketts had just informed me that Mr. Underwood’s warrant
already issued was sufficient, and that nothing more could be done till Mr, Tuin-
bull was apprch’endéd, so there did not appear to be anyfhing to*detai.n me at
Manantoddy. - o T

' .-3. The Acting Secretary to Go.vernment, Revenue Department, subsequently
(on the 24th of March) telegraphed to me to get Mr. Underwood to issie a warrant,

as Captain Tennant’s warrant was not sufficient, I was under the impression that
he was ignorant of the fact that Mr. Underwood -had already issued a warrant ;
but fearing that there might be some informality about this warrant, I forwarded
the telegram, on the same date, to Mr. Cherry, directing him to act upon it in
communication with the Deputy Magistrate. -

4. The Deputy Magistrate on his return to Manantoddy took Mr, Cherry’s
deposition on oath, (7th of April) and examined the contracts between Mr. Turn-
bull, as Forest Officer, and the Merchants, and the copies of Mr. Turnbull’s receipts
for the money which were sworn to by Mr. Cherry and his establishment, and he
subsequently re-issued a formal warrant ; he informs me that he did not consider
it necessary to summon the Contractors themselves, as the contracts and payment
of the money were fully proved, and I cannot think that it was my duty or
Mr. Cherry’s to have dictated to him what evidence was necessary for a formal
warrant, . . :

5. The Mysore Contractors, and all the witnesses to the contracts, Bank
Clerks from Madras, Trichinopoly, and Bangalore, and other parties connected with
the receipt of the moneys .and payment thereof into Mr. Turnbull’s private
accounts, have all now been summoned to appear at Manantqddy on the 8th
proximo. ’

6. I may here mention that the case was in the hands of the Government
Solicitor, Captain Tennant as Commissioner of Police, and Mr. Underwood, Deputy
Magistrate in Wynaad, and the letters and correspondence which passed in connec-
tion with it were not forwarded to me,

ﬁo. 430. ORDER THEREON, 19th June 1869, No. 1,743.

Masor Beppome has already re-
ceived a copy of the Advocate-General’s
opinion showing that the cvidence
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