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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department; -
’ 17tk June 1869,

No.. 400, Read the following letter from the Acting Government Solieitor,

Madras, to the Acting Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 15th June 1869, No, 316 :—

. ) ) ., WitH reference to the Order of
Dated) 7th May 1869, No. 1,259, Rovenue Government, noted in the margin, I

- t. h
Denartment. ‘ o have the honor to forward herewith, for _
the information of Government, ;1 copy of the Advocate-Gencrals's opinion, on the .

evidence lately taken at Manantoddy on the prosecution of Mr. Turnbull for defal-

cation in the Forest Department. .
2, I have also forwa.rde(/l a copy of the Advocate-General’s opinion to the

Acting Conscrvator of Forests for his information and guidance, and also telegraph-
ed to him to detain the witnesses at Manantoddy until the additional evidence

" required by the Advocate-General has been obtained.

-

, OPINION. :

I nave perused the depositions taken in Turnbull’s case. The accounts, ete.,
snbken to by the scveral witnesses have been initialed and returned. This would
l;e sufficient where nothing moro was contemplated than the ordinary course of
committing a prisoner in this country and trying him Lere. They would \be pro-

“duced at the trial . T Tt e e Ty

2 DBut tho case has to be made as cémplete as possible in order that the accused

may be ordered by the authorities in England to be sent out to India to take his trial.

| The abscnce of all accounts, etc., spoken to by the several witnesses may. throw

o serious difficulty in the way of the prosecution. Many of these accounts are such
as could not be transmitted to England, such as Bank Books, of & voluminous
nature and required here for daily reference. I think sworn extracts should have

been made and appended to the varioys depositions of the witnesses who speak to

them. : - - ‘
3. With this exception, the case scems complete enough. Owing to the

anfortunate omission of the Trichinopoly Bank Shroff to keep the numbers of

tho notes paid in by. Mr. Turnbull, the‘re isa b.reak in the evidence, the chain of
which would otherwise be perfect. -Still, notht%nstandin g thislink being wanting,
the case is very strong against Turnbull, supposing that he cannot account for the
eource whence he got the 15,000 Rupcees he paid into the Trichinopoly Bank. The
reccipt by him of large sums from the Contractors is clearly proved.. Nons of the

cuins so reccived appear in his accounts, as having ‘been carried to the credit of -

(Government ; and it appears to me that such a case'is made out as will. secure
Mr. Turnbull being sent back to this country for trial.

4. 1 think that the cheques, copics of accounts, ete., should be appended to .

the original depositions ; and that copics of them should be forwarded to the Scere-

tary of State. . ) o
5. The Officer who goes in chargeof the copies of depositions, warrant, ete.,
must be able to prove the identity of Turnbull; that Mr. Logan was a Magistrate

and Justice of the Peace at the time of taking the depositions and issuing the
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