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Rcad the following papers :— ‘;ff -

~ !

No. 270. From Major A.S. MOBERLY, R.E., Supcrintehdiog Enginoer, 3rd -

Division, to the Secretary to Government, Publi¢ Works Dopartment, dated

Bellary, 16th April 18069, No. 183.
Virn reference to G. O., No. 477, of 13th February 1869, I have the honor to
submit the report therein called for, and at the samo timo beg to inform that want of -
rain has been the chief cause of the bad state of the Khadri Talook, in the Cuddapah

District, .

O——

WORK OF IRRIGATION.

Mootial Cheroovoo Tank.—Tuis tank has always been a source of great anxiety, and it bas
been repeatedly bresched. At one tiwe it used to receive s very largo supply of water ; the village
was then of grester extent, and 8 good deal of wet cultivation was carried on under it. It would
seem that the breach first began by 8 gmall leak which gradually increased in size, and that the
bund was not carried away bodily by the shear pressure of the water against it. The last breached
portion, which bas becn rcpaired, itood last year's rain which was of no very great quantity. Itis
excecdingly narrow at the top, and its strength so doubtful that my predeccasor deemed it advisable to
pull down the calingulah, and thus lowering it some feot to leasen the capacity of the tank ; but
even with this diminished water-supply, pot & drop of water was diecharged over it. Two tanks at
some period or another have been built off to the right, both of which cut off the water-supply.
One of them is breached in two places, aud of course sanction for its repair will not be sccorded :
the bund of the other seems strong enough to rosist anything that is likely to be brought to bear
against it. This taok has been breached more thso once, and each time in a different place, loading
the supcrstitious natives to suppose that there was an especial fate against its being restored to its
prestime usefuloess. Last year the sluice lcaked, and no sooner had the damaged portion been laid
open and materials collected for its repair, than & sudden shower brought in a large supply of
water. It was only with the greatest exertion possible {that the repair was temporarily effected
with chopped straw and mud ; but this bas sn'svered. very w.el'l, and no leak has appeared this year.
A very great dificulty has always been expenot.lced in obtaining earth for the repair of this tack
Hitherto it bas beco taken from the upper portion of the right of the bund which was very strong,
but it is not advisable to remove aay more. Tho silt might be otilised and mixed with other earth
which will bave to be brought from some distance, and 00 the bund bo strengthoned. AsI have
obecrved in several tanks, the breachos occarred where the surface-soil waa rocky. [ have, therefore,

been led to think that foundations were not dug, snd that by the disintegration of the rocks a small
bolo has been left through which the water found its wey. I think to add further to the security
of this tank & masonry wall might be built in froat of the toe of the buad where it has been recently
repaired with a good slope, and the space bohind flled up with concrete masonry. - In front of the
tank bushes might be placted perpendicular to the course of tt.lo water-shed, with intervals of, say,
100 fcet between. This ought to stop & portion of the silt which now goes into the tank. By these
means these waste spots might thus be converted into fruitful fields :7much in fact in the same way
as nature forms the luukahs io the Godavery. This obsorvation applies gencrally to sall the

other tanks. : .
Obulduverv Cheroovoo.—This tank bas evidently been breached but not repaired to its
origioal atrength. The quantity of ilt in this tank is very great, aud its calingulah of very large
one at its wostcra extremity. It was on a suggestion of mine to

capacity ; and it basalso 8 patural A

the late Acting Collector, Mr. Molony, 'uut an advertisement was put into the Local Gasette,
grantiog permimio a—in fact rocommending the ryota to make use of the rich silt deposited in the
various tanks as 8 manure for their Golds ; but I regrot to say no one scems 10 avail themselves of
the gift thas lavishly placed at their disposal by nature. This silt might, bowever, be removed, aud

after being mixed with sand be used to strongthen the weakest portion of tae bund, and the calin-
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'gulah then raised at ln&lt}o“ feet. This tank is amply Brovided with sluices, and the top breadth

,of the bund is very great. )(o; of the lands that lie under it are high level ones ; so that unless the
tank receives a full supply of water, they cannot be brought even aader dry cultivation. '

! The quantity of water it received last year was very little, and it was distressing to see the
‘very little cultivation that the villagers had becn able to carry out undcr a tauk that promised
so well. .

. Puinam.—This channel leading to this tank bad been repaired Lefore I took charge. The
area of the tank is very great, but, from the conformation of the ground, the mean depth is very

-little, add thus a very large surface is always exposed to evaporation. TLe anicut across the river
should be raised. As it stands at present, there may only be one ** fresh; '* the greater portion of
the rush of water would escape over it, aud be thus lost to the tank. Meanwlile, an estimate is

- beiog prepared for the removal of the silt in front of the anicut snd calingulahs of the feeder of

* the tank. This tank, if it receives a really good supply of water, can irrigate sowe bigh lands near

. Lacka Samoodrum. .

! Dannain Cheroow.—This taak is to that portion of the district what Chinnatipps

. §mo?dnm is 1o Voilpaud I aoy rain falls, it is sure to receive it. At the time of my inspec- °

i tion, it had three montha' supply of water in it, chiefly, I imagine, caused by the heavy hail-storm

; that fell in the neighbourhood of Sanakal. No repairs to the sluice of this tank can consequently
: be made this year.

Gandlapentah.—This large tank was breached some years ago, and the villagers informed -

' me zm. tho late Ac.tins Sub-Collector, Mr. Roberts, had promised last year to have it repairod, but .
- B0 requisition to this effect was sent to this department, neither bad the Tabsildar received s peti-
- Hom- An. estimate has now been ordered for ita restoration. .
e hiooi;:o;;l;:h.—'l’h; lmal.l tank was tho.roughly and effectually repaired at the request of |
simply wm; ofo ;ny. ¢ basin of the tank iy small, and no attempt (for it would have been
 breached some |ix: ) vsa mads Lo open out the sluice. Liko all old breached tanks (this was
" far more than in .:u:;.:n;”) that ¢ l‘-"° soen, very large sccumulation of silt have taken place,
 tank is a8 & reservoir. Th o whose aluices Bave been kept in working order. The chicf use of the
" firet alone would dni. it oo is s large well immediately behind it ; several wclls all around ; the
~ instead of scatteri ? it 43, and all the others belp. Iowever, the water that comes into it
" supply fo ug .ltoelf.over t?:o face of the Country, was retained and aseisted in giving & good -
'Ply cse wells: tl:; mu.:eduu result has been that wheress lagt year bardly a sign of vege-
* mot seen such ﬁno.c:::l o; :d‘;;‘ rdly  bare spot, and with the exception of Nul Choroovoo I bave
! e :; cit;’:?y.—'rbo scheme of rep.airing this tank, which waa entrusted to the contractors last
: the former of w;?c:“w(::l:;lp?b‘,ooo. '41n progrem. 'I,m"' are twoltanks, ono in front of each other:
. tack in the lower lovel T; 7o Ch.umel from the river, and its surplus water retsined by the
: of water carried away b 1 ® former ia breached in two places, and apparcatly this increased rush
' gave way whero e :“ ; ower one. The lower one is the one that will be repaired ; both tanks,
tsilt. Taking advantage ofw on rocks, 8ad both are now vory small owing to vast deposits of
: thrown acroes the ga: “ds t;)pot between the h.nlln where the river narrows itself, an anicut has been
’ o-half miles higher « : the o et fal of.nm bas beea dammed up to the extent of about one-and-
“P i tho water was rushing down at o rapid velocity. I fancy the fall mustbe

" about two per mile. As s00n as th
~depth, and the labor expended is grea: channel bas been dug out to its full extent—it is of some

. for tamping the earthen repairs to 1, bastreaa will be led into the tank, and water thus provided
they expected to Yring 100 acreq n: tank. Those intcrested in the work, told me that
"jungle has to be cleared away. on. Bofore this can be doae, however, all the .

Kokuty.—'l'h t\anh ;

der cultivyy

cannot be increased, they being situated particular romark. Their sopply '’

* ouly now gathering in their first wet crops ; firet )
» ’ 824 the Selds on cither side of the road are s lh;?:; :;‘:g boen dry ones. Each side of the river -
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Bala Samoodrum.—The tacks in this neighbourhood .'r. G'led “chiefly from the river,

" when 1 inspected them the channels were working well and frecly, and ‘)othing to improve them can
be done. The petty repairs that these and other tanks require 1{ll L8 taken in band, and estimate
furuished as soon as possible. o ' o

Allumpoor.—This small tack always fills; its surplus water is cauglit by three successive tanks
at lower levels. I expect o large supply will come into it this year, as the ditches and catoh-drains
preveat the water spreading over a large surface. If any waste of water does this year take place,
the bund of this tank will have to be raised. ' .

This point will be carefully watched .

Malikavemla. —From Malakavemls to Obuldavaru Cheroovoo it was mournful to see the
bumbers of tanks that wore breached, all proving that this unhappy talook at one time did receive s
copious supply. The same spirit of private enterprise that led to the formation of these tanks
originally will agsin come forward if any gleam of probable success shows ituelf.’

Kundakur, Peddatippa Samoodrum, and Runga Samoodrum.—The first of these tanks is
the largest one in the talook, and for some ycars & large quantity of water was discharged over tho ' -
calingulah. A proposition of utilising this surplus water was made by the late Acting Collector
Mr. Molony, but it was only recently that any attempt was made to carry out the idea. 1t is foo
late now, and it is as well that Government has not been put to the expense, which would have been
about s lac-and-a-half of Rupoes, of cutting the channcl connecting all these tanks together, The
Mysore Gorernment are forming s large tank which will eat off & main foeder of the Peddatippa
Samoodrum. The present Acting Sub-Collector wrote to the Deputy Commissioner who admits that
a large tank is being built, but will write again : hu:o the matter rests for the present. The Tah-
sildar also informs me that » large tank has been built in Mysoro territory, cutting off a source of
supply of the Kundakur tank on whose supply of surplas uhr. the whole success of the schems .-
dependod. This, if true, is sufbeient to sccount for no water baving of late years boen discharged -

over the Kundakur calingulsh. I am told that Kundakur is or rather was fed by two or v
~ * across one years ago & taok had been formed, and more recently the second stroam has been shut . . -

off. Thoese tanke are reported to be thirty miles away, 00 I have not inspected them in person.
_But as the information given me regarding f‘“ P °dd'i"im’? Sunoodrum was correct, I feel I canalso

depend upou thie. This project does not, strictly speaking, belong to the Radry Talook, but its -

success would hare materially affocted its well-being and prosperity ; and this must be my apology

'(Sigued) G.J. F. BEGBIE, Captain, -
_ Ezecutive Engineer in charge
Madanapully Range.

(.IOXMUN ICATION.

Poolyvendla Boad.—This road eonnecting the road of Bollary with Poolyvendla is a most
important line of communication. Its desocnt down the 3ht.ut has boon commenced. Ones through
the ghaut it is all plain sailing. Some little delay oocurred in carrying on the works, as the Tahsil-
dar of Khadry would not pay for work done in the Poolyvendla T&l.°°k. and the Tahsildar of Pooly-
vendla bad received no authority to spend any money. The Acting Colloctor, however, promptly
rmejll:iltu":::Chcrmob road.—The extra grant of Rupees 5,000 enabled this road to be made
to » mile beyond Obuldavaru Cheroovoo: culverts, r“&!-dlml. and & small portion of metalling still
requiros to be done. If the chief object of the no.ld 10 to connect the Bellary road with Hindoo-
poor, & better line would bave been found by keeping to the right of the stream, and not going
tbroagh Obuldavara Cheroovoo. The present line unavoidably crosses several streams that in the rains
come rushing down the distant bills. . . e

Bala Samoodrum.—This is aa entirely & new road starting from Poolyvendls and joining inat -
the 32nd mile of the Bellary road just above Bala Samoodram. This road requires side channels and
catch-drains nearly its whole length. About three miles require metalling, and soveral road-dams and
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! culverts are rcquired. Its tin'length is twenty miles and five furlongs. The traffic on this road
. will doubtless increase nownn fucilities for its export are being offered.
l) The expenditure on this rosd’having beon madoe by the Revenae Department, I am unable to
+ say what it bas cost. .
Royashotty Road.—The additional grant of Rupees 2,000 enabled this road to be comple.ted
; to the talook boundary ; this year it is proposod to carry it onto the river as a more convenient
i snd natural boundary. :
\ CONCLTSION.
Crowds of laborers poured in as soon as they ascertained that work was provided for them,
. Much more work would bave been done hed tho tools been forthcoming in the first instance ;
| and although the stores of Voilpaud, Mudanapully, and Cuddapah were drained of all their apare
g } tools, more had to be obtained from Madras. Clearly showing that there was distress, and that
¢ work could Bot be obtained in the fields. It was gratifying to ses that they wore quite willing o

L 3o what they could for themsclves whea Government were prepared to stretch forth a helping
3 baod. Latterly as the market began to improve, the demand for ficld labor increased and the
 number of coolics diminished. The road to Bala Samoodrum brought to light ; wells filled with
 grain which the Comities admitted to be between three and four years old ; and this, with the extra
- labor (labor that could not be provided for out of the ordinary grants for repairs) obtained, bas, it
. 18 to be hoped, given s chock to monopoly, and to a ocrtain extont has doubtlces relazed the
' grasp Comities bave hitherto had on the unfortunate ecolies. The roads now in progress, and those

contemplated, when once made, will, | trust, prevent this talook being the scenes of distress wits
.nessed last year.

!
t
!

‘ (Sigued) G. J. F. BEGBIE, Captain,
.Caxrar Cnn.nnmu.r, : _ Ezecutive Engineer in charge
: Tth April 1869, R - . et Madanapully Range.
. D —
TrANSFERRED to the Revenue De

partment, with rcference to the Order in that
Department, No. 291, of the '

3rd February 1869.

(Sigued) CLIARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E,,
Secretary to Government, P.W.D.

¢ ey aat—

" 22ad April 1869.
. No. 271,

Proceedings of the Bo
2,604 :—
,, he Madras Government, dated 3rd F obruary
1868, No. 291, Revenue Department.

Ancrncr.-Relief works §

i n Khadri Tulook.-—Board of Revenue to submit obser-
- vations on M

ajor M ’ .
* information Jor Moberly's romarks, and Department Public Works to wupply the

called for relating to them.

Tae i - . :
comrﬁuni;.:ggwlom and rocominendations of the First Member in regard to tho

rmaticn. gained in the tulook of Khadri. A

:::lo r:: E:: kno:vl.edge of the Bellary frontier and tho south-castorn parts of Bangalore

: Ta‘lzook .ﬁge;n:;::’z;ege““- The merchants and grain-carriers in the Khadri
: uropoan Offci 1 . . ., .

were consulted, as woll gg o Public cials, cognizant with that part of the district,

. o Works Budget Map and a Map of Cuddapah,
. The object in view was to connect gp impoverishod part of the country, and oue. -
and wh;j
- was quite isolated, and (il lately entim' nch, from alinost & total absence of roads,

i ly cut off from richer and favored sur-
Yyndmg parts abl? to supply its deficiene; rom Tic more favor:

2

ard of Rovenue, dated 17th April 1869, No,
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