


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
24th February 1868,
mm%
No. 487, Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
8th February 1868, No. 963.

Read the following letter from the Acting Collector of Madras, to the Secretary
to the Board of Revenue, dated Sydapet, 29th November 1867,*No. 409 :—

1. Adverting to Board’s Proceedings, Tth Oectober 1867, No. 6,399, I have
the honor, with SRCClal reference to the 27th and following paragraphs, to forward
copy of a letter from Mr. Fraser, ¢. &, from which the Board will observe that

estimates*® for repairi :

* The estimates for the first two works will be .111:1. i ke the lock, for
sent as soon as received from the Superin- Puilding lines for the Lascars, and for
tending Engineer,l a,néi that for the third widening certain portions of the canal,
il e iy, have already been submitted by Mr,

Fraser.

2. The breaches in the Adyar boat harbqur have been repaired, as stated by
Mr. Fraser in paragraph 2 of his letter; and in paragraph 8, Mr. Fraser records
his opinion that the head works at the Palar should not be undertaken until the
extension to Linga Chetty Choultry is taken in hand.
| M. Fraser proposes to commence the survey shortly, it is clearly
desirabl that thg line of the Palar works should be finally decided on at the same
~_time.. Mr. Fraser also proposes to re-examine the line towards Kistnapatam at
- the same time, and prépare plans for the extension of the canal in that direction

“also. ¢ o I =
4. Both these extensionsare important, and should be proceeded with as soon
as possible. :
¢ Lock Establishment at Shediancoopum appears to have been paid from
: S Imperial Funds by Mr. Fraser,} but
t Copy of his letter, dated 15th Noveraber 1867, notto have been entered in the Budiet -
: No. 193, 1s enclosed. ; S= %
; it should be charged to Canal Fuuds in
: g * - future:
6. With regard to the question as to whether the ordinary repairs of the
‘ b canal cannot be performed by the
: ‘Revenue Department, Mr. Fraser has
! gainst such a plan, and I quite agrec with him on this point for
the follo £ ‘ ; v _
7. The cansl is incomplete, and certain works connected with it must remain
in professional hands; if, therefore, the ordinary repairs be undertaken by the
'.,Reﬁenue Department, a double establishment must be maintained. This would"
not only be costly, but would lead to constant confusion if not to disputes.
I 8. The canal is lable tn fluctuation of depths from river floods, and from the
Nt A e S R e oy traverses the different backwaters and lakes through
' ..‘;'lnich it pa,ése"é; to remedy obstruetions arising from these causes, the whole line
should be under the general control of one professional head. -
9. Bes'iﬁés%this, the officials of the Revenue Department have their time fully
occupied by their own more immediate duties, and they cannot properly sapervise
the repairs and clearances of canals without negleeting some other duty,
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‘ 10. In conclusion, I trust I may be permitted to remark that the usefulness
~of the canal, especially the southern branch, will never be propeﬂ felt until th
~ Junetion line through Madras is constructed. : ’ Y e
i 2 i Th;a;éﬂans for both the high level and low level lines are. I beli
- completed, and only await the decision of Government, and allotm.ent (;f fi de;e’
the commencement of the line which may be determined on; unds for

—

From W. FRASER, Bsq,, C. E., Executive Engineer, 8 the Acting Collector of Madras, dated 5¢h

November 1867, No. 182,

1. In acknowledging the recei S st LR S0
elpt of your letter, No. 304. da .
the hot.xou}- to state that estimates for the first two :imkg 3 ;_d:?da.l.&h Octo.bcr 1867, 1 have
and building lines for the Lock Lascars, were, with Shark » % & Tepairing Shediancoopum Lock,
2 Ay

- : : gent to the Super; : 3
on the 5th of September last, An estimatbe for Widﬂﬂmg,' 1z 300 ya P e Fasinngy

gapolliem, and a similar length at Cusbah, is now foﬁ&rdé}.
We will try the effect of these 600 yar ad
~be widened, it can be done. :
There are often fifty or sixty boats being lﬁeh at th‘eeve pl
that on one occasion ho counted as many as 255 boats ‘

2. 'The fourth work repairin Wi . .

_ 5 g the Boat-harh : ¥ i8p0s \

and an estimate were sent in, but I recommended ?ﬁ:ﬁ:}j :hiya(‘}:; - Ew d!ﬂp@@dpf-: Lo

line for the Junection Canal, it would be better to expénd no more onv:h?gm:::bﬁd de:'::d - !’hl:
P e & an would make i

ds, a#%,lf-;wfa find that any greater length is required to

aees,'and the Overseer informs me

secure during the coming rains, g3
This was agreed to, and the breach h Koo
3 as b _!‘ T d' . -
3. The proposa@v_}lead_wqus at the Palar | 12;!1@:3@ i . iy
plans for the extension to Lin Cho estis s o} Aomgn until 1 am preparing

ga Chetty Choultry; because it ; i
pose to abaudon a portion of the southern end if K s, A

yards to the west, where the ground is m
easily than at the present site, ' ;
4. As regards the extension of the Ca.n;il to Ki
ary 1865; and, for the position of the question then, T would refi
Madras Government, No, 189, dated 20th Janugry ’1865 s i

The country must be examined agai > ,
framing of a regular estimate.

This examination may be undertaken after the rains,

5. The extension southwards to Linga Chetty Choult
Lieutenant (now Colonel) Chambers, R. E., made a general survey of the whels
1854-55. 1 shall commence the preparation of plans and estimates for t;:i:h ;
possible after the monsoon rains are over. v 8 ;

the Canal in favour of a new 1
A : ne & few hundred
ore ff,vourable,»and where the Palar can be erossed more

TY Was never Bﬂﬂ?‘

for one or two months.

6. As regards Shediancoopum Lock establishment, I have fo explain that it has not
ot been

the habit of this office to-enter the cost of establishments of any kind in the B i

: udget lists ;

is the reason that the Lock establishment was left out. dget lists, and s
The establishment is as follows:—

‘ RS.
1 Conibopilay..> L 50~ i ar i op
Y Asmblant Aoy L amain 12 ’
* 1. HeddiLasaako on i i i Fias: 8
4 Lascars, at 7 Rupees each ... o 48
Total... 68

Add for oil 2§ Rupees, making in all Rupees 70-4-0.

§ ’
1 .
TR TS v iy 4 R : . . S e
¢ e AR AT NN S MR P Dy B i a oy s e i L Ti g AT gk e

ailiistes 3

bR et oo

irds in length of the Canal at Jonas gy

le but that I may pro- -

stnapatam, nothing }mshbeen ddngﬁnce Janu-
0u to the Proceedings of the

1, and plans and seetions prepg.red, preparatory to the

eyed, except when
ole line of Canal in
extension as soon as

I shall probably have occasion to ask for sanction for the employment of ;J‘nl; of two Sur
Surveyors

o

S/
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7. With referen;ce to your question as to whether there was any obstacle to the Revenus
Department undertaking the ‘*Ordinary repairs’’ of both Canals, T have the following remarks to
make. ;

- If it is meant by the word ‘Ordinary” that one class of repairs should be exccuted by one
department, and another and superior class by another department, T would eonsider this a very
expensive arrangement, for the establishment necessary for the execution of the latter could under-
take the former.

- If the gencral management of the Canal is meant to be transferred, T would consider it objec-
tionable for the following reasonsi— -

I. You should provide and organize an establishment similar to the present one from the
Engincer down. L S

II.  The idea that prevails to a certain extent that you might, from time to time, call upon
the Public Works Department for professional advice, and for plans, estimates, &e., if carried out,
would lead to endless trouble and delay. & ;

At one time 'you would be advised by one officer, again by another;and neither of them’
having much personal knowledge of the work, would probably advice the adoption of something
which would be incongruous with what had been done before: Engineers differ as well as Doctors,
and, in one case as much as in the other, a variety of treatment is not beneficial.

III. 1t is not correet to suppose that the management of the East Coast Canal requires no
technical skill. If it were a still fresh water Canal with all the works completed, its management
would be cdmpamtivdy-"éasy; but, as it is at the sea level, with the river bars sometimes open and
sometimes shut, with the waftex' surface always var?ing in height, being subject to variations from
both-tidps and floods, a reference to the levelling instrument is constantly necessary: without its
use, works cannot be marked out for executio_@, ngg’_can they be accurately measured when finished.

‘Unless the level is used, a Contractor might be paid for a great deal more or less work than he

had done; but his being paid for less would probabﬁ be a rare event.
~ IV. It secms to be intended that impertant repairs, improvements, and extensions, should

gtill remain in the hands of the Public Worksi),gparﬁix'gat: and if this be so, it were better that the
whole work should be under the same control: a divided control or responsibility would be injudi-
cious ; and, as I said before, the establishment necessary for the greater, could manage the lesser
works. M3 .
- V. The Canal is not yet quite completed. It is still capable of much improvement, and
deegb  whether an‘y but the constant care of a competent Enginecer, who had an interest in the
ini?@f*en_xent of the work, would be successful in making it what it is capable of being made. :

'»VI It %?g?ars to me that the Revenue Department possess, at present, all that they can
wish for in “connec ,‘"’m with this Canal: an Enginecering and subordinate establishment, having

- charge afﬂm ehﬁ’hg main navigations, and of all the minor navigations, such as salt channels,

&e., cenne&edéﬁﬁ‘ﬁt,a]so charged with the preparation of plans and estimates for the Junction
Canal through Madras, of the extensions north and south, and of cvery other work connected with

thQ‘ Q@n&l» it S 'y O T e

 This appears to me to be all that you can wish for, with the exception that it is (in my

on) desirable that there should be closer intercourse between the Revenue Department and
t hgmm,bﬁght bé kept constantly and immediately informed of his pro-

ch the ] evenue Department is, almost, alone interested. One desirable

s Ny

resul ﬂrganﬁgiﬁ?@ﬁonld be the prevention of the misconceptions and confusion which
~ Bo far a8/ T am personally concerned, some arrangement of this kind would be gratifying, as
it would be very eatisfactory and useful to me to have the opportunity of occasionally discussing the

works I am ezig&&é& on with some one who took an interest in them.

(Truc Copy.)
(Signed) G. THORNHIIA,

Acting Collector.
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7. The cost of the Shediancoopum Lock Establishment should be debited to
the Canal Fund ; but as itis provided for in the Public Works Budget of the

current official year, the Board direct that it be charged to the Fund from the
commencement of the ensuing official year. This will relieve the Public Works

Budget of the ensuing year to the extent of Rupees 816, provided under the head

of Conservancy Establishments.

OrpER THEREON, 24th February 1868, No. 510.

No. 488. :
TLocal Fands, No. 22. 1. The Government sanction the
ks estimate amounting to Rupees 2,510
U e for widening portions of the East Coast
Canal.

9, The other subjects noticed in the Board’s Proceedings will be referred for
consideration in the Department Public Works.
(True Extract.)
(Signed) F. BRANDT, X
Under Secretary to Government.,

To the Board of Revenue.
,, the Accountant Gener_al. _ ]
;» the Department Public Works: e

Exd. S. T. Augustiz.
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