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Proceedings 6f the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment, '
22pd February 1863
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No. 463. Read the following letter from the Officiating Conservator of Forests,
to the Secretary to Grovernment, Revenue Department, Fort St. George,
dated Camp at Ootacamund, 10th February 1868, No. 543 :—

1. In forwarding the accompany-
ing Proceedings™ of the Board of Reve-
nue, I have the honor to request the orders of Gtovernment with reference to para-

* No. 534, dated 23rd January 1808.
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graphs 5 and 6. - '

9. 1In 1863 the Bolumpatty forests were handed over to our department.
Besides other timbers, they contain valuable Blackwood, which, prior to our taking
charge, was occasionally worked for Government by Mr. Thomas, the late Collec-
tor of the district, who had at one time several old decoy clephants for dragging
out this timber. In 1866, when Licutenant Foord was the Forest Officer in charge
of this range, twenty very fine logs of Blackwood, containing 899 cubic feet, were
felled in these forests for the Madras Gun Carriage, and after they had been
dragged out of the forest a Native of Coimbatore laid ‘claim to them, stating that
they had been cut on land mortgaged to him ; it then came to light“that the late
Collector had given & Parsee firm in Coimbatore (Roostumjee & Co.) a Puttah
for cighty bullahs of land in the finest part of these forests. Our department knew
nothing whatever of this until after the timber had been felled. . There was a small
experimental Coffee plantation in the upper valley, over the crest of the ghaut, which
had, I belicve, been opened out by Mr. Thomas, and I had casually heard that a
Native had purchased this, but I had no idea that he had a Puttah for any of the
fovest which had been just handed over to us. :

3. When the claim to the timber was set up by the mortgagee, the Collector
decided that it belonged to Government, because in the Coimbatore District the
reserved timbers on Puttah land are generally considered the property of Govern-
ment ; it wasalso discovered that the original holders of the Puttah had applied
to.cut this timber on the payment of the usual seigniorage, which request the
Colloctor had never granted. The orders of the Board imply that the mortgagees
have a right to all the timber on the Puttah, without even payment of seigniorage,
but they are referred to our department. In the face of this order I can do nothing,
but waive all claim to the timber already felled, ard inform them that the forest
is their’s without any reservation.

4. Another somewhat similar case is now before the Board. A few months
ago Dr. Cleghorn was marking off a portion of the Balapully jungles (along the
line of rail) for a fuel reserve, when a Native set up a claim to 2,500 acres of forest;

e then learnt, for the first time, that the Assistant Collector of tho district had

granted a Cowle for this block six years ago,

under our- department, it was never rép@gd,mgu T Cd
appears not to have known of it. If forest is giv ‘

i

and though the forest was at that time

knowledge, and without e er being regparfpedi_to'q

will arise. |
Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, ‘dated 23rd January 1868,
lotter from the Collector of Coimbatore, to the Secretary |

Revenue, dated th December 1867, No. 337 e
1. In March 1861, Mr. Thomas granted on Pattah to Roostumjee & Co., of Coimbatore,

s shty ballahs of forest land on the Porathee rangé of hillg, in the Bolamputty valley- In May
e1gnty i '“_

Read the following
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T e e R = Tk stumjee & Co. requested me by
x c e te o] the distriet. in;Jnly 1 tnm’ee&cn m(.tue-
| the succseding your L Joinod tho (BEER R L ion,) o allow them tocut imber in Eher

wt’(&@ yqf::: ira;:t;tt?;:zi:?;::g& “This sanction 1 never granted. I-wa..s ,awgr? that
f;:re *ﬁf&b}é ::mber W the. &ﬂiéy;.bﬁt at that time I w%fpgfmonally tggg:gqamt_ed with the
1 theprobable quantity of timber, and the demand for it either on the part of Government
: locdlmes{ﬁ ' pFor'a“ long time indeed for several years, the subject was allowed to drop, ax.xd the
paibs B o tamise & Co, sold o mortgaged theie lands to one An Sait, a mershant in Coimbe-
:,:::eg,sgm"e ﬁ;ne]-;igs, the Forest Department.eut a quantity of timber ; Blackwood chicfly Ithx;:;,«
e 's Puitah land. Anda Sait complained to this Office that the Forest Department .
Sk Parsee's on his land and cutting timber onit, which he requested they might be prevenfed
;g espa?smi’h-til the questic;n of right to it had been decided. 1 have decided that the tim- -
: fronf r:;ov'u;g)perty of Government. My reason for this decision is, that in grauting h’fd" on
:fje::hwvheﬁ-thiﬁ land was given, it was usual to_réaeﬂé the right to the Teak :m:li Blackv.mod :;:e::;
In this opinion I am ‘strengthex;cdlby th: faitt;ha:i ;::ﬁ{aaﬁ aftgr the land was given o
: ied in writing for leave to cut the 5 ‘ ‘
P#s;e& i‘:g:g ﬁiegli?ﬁ:r:;?gx'ight to eut the timbelf (that iu_,.(rggeﬁed timber, which whenf:ll::
., land W'as given to the Parsces consisted of Teak and Blackw;oo&’fdnbls land on the payment of the

- .usual seigniorage to the exclusion of the .Foresct Departm:nt, and to cut all other jungle-wood

: ‘ i igniorage to any one.. .
¥ o ;‘?Ms'es m;l':z:tqz:zg:: b":;iziilush % think, );)e considered with reference to the existing
y % circu:stmi: ;::861, is that, :vith regard to the timber termed *‘reserved” in t.hat Ze-gr, ?:
Gévernmene may do what they like, but that all other timber usually termed at that time " Jung “
~ wood,"” Andu Sait has a right to cut and dispose of when and where.he pleasfi,a, | : thk;

4, To my view of his right to dispose of the ** reserved” timber, Viz., Tealf an ; beg.

wood, Andu ' Sait takes* exception. £

® Vids translation 8f his Petition, dated 9ud December therefore, - to forward the question You t.ho
. 13!;“1'. Collector's order to the Tahsildar of Coimbatore, Board's decision, and I shall ‘bo glsd:; r;:::: |
dated 15th March 1861, No. 58. & Co.. dated 19th June their early orders on the subject, as ; e £
< Bremro ’ Department are ansious to get possession of the .

o 1962, ; : 5 thie
3. Cowle Puliah, e O R ne 10t August 1908, felled Blackwood, which is the cavee of 18 -
No. 316, X . t dizcussion. :
Tabsil ber 1864, No. 398.  presenb (13 3 ; -
: Depos:;:: mh“mﬁh & Co., dated 10t 5. Translated copies of the marginally

Aogust 1364, noted papers are submitted for the Board's |

perusal.
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Excrosues No. 3. ot g
1 iesued to the Tabsildar of Coimbatore, dated 15th March

. . v
Ls‘." o ¥ | e

" Ausmmacr —Tronsaton of  Takee

_—

R e Egm No. 4.

TP

g e s

el SRS

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
22nd February 1868.

Excrosure No. 7.

Asstracr.—Translation of an Arzee from the Tahsildar of Coimbatore to the Collector of
Coimbatore.

[R——

Excrosure No. 8.

Apstracr.—Deposition given by Roostumjee & Co.

1. The Board do not concur with the Collector in the view which he takes of the question
raised in the foregoing letter, nor can they agree with him in his line of arguments. '

2. The reservation of certain treesapplies only to Government land, and when a Puttah is
given for any land, it ceases to belong to Government, and unless the reservation of trees is specially
conditionad in the Pattah, or a personal notifization to that effzet is issued, the Courts would, in
the opinion of the Board, holld constructively that Government had waived its reservation.

3. Itappears to the Board that the only point apparently in favor of the Collector’s line -

of argument is the applisation of the original I'uttahdars for leave to cut the trees on payment of
seigniorage.

4. This would, however, be aseribed by them to ignorance, and they would appeal, with much
force, to the terms of the Collector’s order, plainly contemplating the clearance of the land for
cultivation. \

5. The Board do not, however, see that the Collector can interfere in the matter. The
Forest Department has entered on the land and felled the trees, and no decision or order of the
Collector could have any legal force as azainst the petitioner.

G. The petitions should, the Board think, be referred to the Conservator of Forests, who can
decide for himself whether he will uphold the asts of his subordinates or not.

No. 464. OrpER THEREON, 22nd February 1868, No. 498.

1. The Government concur in
opinion with the Board. If the condi-
tions of the Puttah have been fulfilled
by the grantee, and if the timber was not reserved, it must be at his disposal and
that of his assignees or representatives.

2. The Government observe that both the cases quoted occurred some six
or seven years ago.

3. The Government have more recentljr strictly prohibited such grants
without the concurrence of the Forest Department, and they will be prepared to
repudiate any grants made in disregard of these orders.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) F. BRANDT,
Under Secretary to Government.

Forests, No. 14,

To the Officiating Conservator of Forests.

,, the Board of Revenve.

Exd S.T. Augustin,
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