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Proceedings of sthe Madras Government, Revenue Department,
20tk February 1868.

No. 433. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 31st
~ January 1868, No. 788.

Read the following letter from the Acting Collector of the Kistna District, to the

- Seeretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Masulipatam, 28th November
1867, No. 427 :— ;

1. With reference to Proceedings of Government, No. 2,574, dated lst

curvent, I have the honor to submit, for the consideration of the Board, a lotter,

No. 190, dated 25th idem, and its

enclosures, two sets of plans® and esti-

*Sent by banghy.

mates, prepared by the Superintending Engineer, for the construction of a road
* from Guntoor to Iyaloor. The former of these is the rovised estimate, amounting
to Rupees 1,69,200, for the construction of what, in the opinion of the Board, should
be made a good metalled road from Guntoor to Iyaloor. The Superintending
Engineer, while forwarding it, does not consider that the expense, (Rs. 1,17,385,)
to be incurred in metalling the 10% miles of heavy black cotton between tho
Toongabuddra and Iyaloor, is warranted by the eircumstances .of the case, and
regrets that his letter, No. ‘119, dated 26th August 1867, to this Office, was not
forwarded to the Board when his origzinal proposals were submitted by me, as the
Jistance of metal and difficulties of carriagc might, (so I infer from this expression
of regret,) pe'rhaps, have induced the Board to accord their sanction. The Superin-
tending Engineer may, from his requesting his present letter to be submitted ‘“in
its entirety,” perhaps have thought that the other had been purposely withheld.
I need not say more in answer to this than that the omission o enclose it was not
due to me, but was an inadvertence qf the Qﬂice. 1 do not think that my letter in
any way misrepresented the Supermtendmg Engineer : if it did it did so unwit-
: tingly, for the lettert itself T supposed
4 1t is now sent. to be enclosed for reference if necessary.
In the letter now forwarded, the Superintending Engineer again advocates the con-
gtruction of the road 1 the manner originsﬂly proposedl The estimate is reduced
from Rupees 52,500 to Rupees 48,710, by the removal of a bridge (Rupeos 3,790)
from this to the upper Commamoor Irrigation project. The reasons of the Superin-
tending Engineer for preferring an anmetalled road to ¢ the good metalled road,”
which the Board have expressed their own opinion to be desirable, ave that, though
¢ho ¢ raised black soil is apt to becomo very bad in wet weather, if much traffic
passes, 1n this case he does not think much will pass,” and that © when the canals
¢ gre shut, which is the case in ‘the hot weather of the year, the road as he
“o griginally proposed, will bo most valuable for both the through and more locql
«raffic”” My ideas may be crude, perhaps absolutely wrong, but in the matter of
roads they are that what is to be made should be constructed for the worst weather
and heaviest gtrain that may in ordinary circumstances be expected. - In the dry
weather nothing is easier in India to improvise than a road: it lies genemlly in
the ¢ straizht line across country.”’ I have seen so much of black cotton, unmetal-
Jed tracts and roads, and like them so little, that T must, with all deference to thio
Superintending Engineer, take leave to differ from him in his judgment of the
os{ixzm’(c which should be adopted in this case, and recommend to the favorable
consideration of the Board and Government the revised cstimate of Rupees |
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2. There is nothing inconsistent in this, because of thé necessify of metalling
the extension of the line from Iyalore to Bunder. If the necessity exists it should
‘ be recognized. The Board and Govern-

ment cannot, and do not anticipate
more than the gradual extension to all districts of good roads: many of these nla):y
3

> make them so, cost large sums ; but these will in the end be s. ller by providing
for the construction of metalled roads from the first, than by the adoption of tempo-
rary expedients. , S A

Superintending Engineer’s, paragraph 5.

From the Superintending Engineer, 2nd Division, to the Acting Collectrr of the Kistna District
dated Masulipatam, 25th November 1867, No. 1 ;

1, Agrees' i
15 Detailed Estimates. grees'  co the wishes of the Board

17 Abstract  do., and Of Revenue, as  ussed in their Proceedings,
i No. 6,850, da . .1st October, T have the
il §.§231§ﬁ?12‘&"." works. | ] honor to foerard, for your countersignature
sy A : _and the sanction of the Board and Government,
62 ok S a revised estirate for the coustruction of the

. Guntoor ar- Iyalore road, amounting to Ru-
pees 1,69,200. The former estimate, without the metalling for the 10} miles in the Repally

range, amounted to Rupees 52,500, and included a bridge across the Toongabuddra (estimate
Rupees 3,790) now omitted. . X
- 2. Ttvappears that you did not forward my letter, No, 119, dated 26th Auzust 1867. to the
. Board of Revenue. 1 think this is to be regretted, as I therein stated that metall?ng for fl;e above
702 miles, was not procurable withi®u reusonable distance, and that carriage also, in the opinio
of the Range Officer, was not obtainable to enable %e work to be done within a m;demte tix;:m i1
3. By the estimate now submitted, it seems that the outlay fajgmeté.niig the 10} ﬁ;ilég
LAy MapubotMagunta and the Kistna river will be Rupees 1,17,383, or 11,452 Rup:;es r
nile. Ttis my duty to express my opinion that such an outlay is not warranted by the circup::
stances of the case. : ; s }
4. Tt is to be noticed that the road.crosses three navigable canals, viz., the Toongabudd
the Nizampatam Canal, and the Western Bank Channel, all of which are full of water during ::;

rainy season. It would, therefore, not be used to any great extent at such a time, for, during the

wet months, it would serve only as a feeder to these canals, and not be a ** through' road between
Guntoor and Masulipatam. )

5. Moreover, to be consistent, the continuation of this road from Iyalore to. Masulipatam
after it crosses the Kistna, should likewise be metalled, which could not probably be done for les;
than 2} lacs of Rupees. -

6. I am, of course, aware that a raised black soil road is apt to become very bad in wet
weather, if much traffic passes ; but in the present case, I do not think much traffic will pass, and
the raised road will become more speedily dry than one unraised, and be available for moderate
traffic within a short time after rain.

7. When the canals are shut, which is the case in the hot months of the year, the road, as I
originally proposed, will be most valuable for both the through and more local traffic,

8. I, therefore, recommend, without the slightest hesitation, that the original estimate (with
the exception of the bridge across the Toongabuddra, which I have included in the upper Comma-
moor Irrigation project estimate) be sanctioned in preference to that now forwarded. I request
you will b&.'gnod enough to forward this letter, in its entirety, to the Board of Revenue, and in the
belief that the Board will approve the .satmdness of the view I have taken, I re-submit the t;ormer

® Abstract Estimate, Rupeos 48,710, estimate® now reduced (by the omission of the
Fagi e t!:t 2 bridge referred to) to Rupees 48,710.
s is a new line, the bridges across existing chaunels only b i i
. & estimate, agroeably to paragraph 2 of the Bourd’s order. c: y have been included in
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From the Superintending Engineer, 2nd Division, to the Acting Collector of the Kistna District,
’ dated Camp at Guntoor, 26th August 1867, No. 119.

In reply to your letter, No. 211, dated 20th instant, I have the honor to inform you that
metalling is not procurable within a reasonable distance, and that it is the opinion of the Range
Officer (in which I ag se) that cartage for the material could not be obtained. I am, of course,
aware that a black soil road will become very bad during rainy weather, but levelling and draining
it will be a great improvement on the present track, whilst the bridges proposed will render it
passable at all seasons. As the Rupees 4,000, allotted for this year, should be expended if possi-
ble, I trust the submission of the estimates to Government may not be longer delayed.

Excrosvres Nos. 3 to 63.—Plans and Estimate.

-

1. The revised estimate, amounting to Rupees 1,69,200, received with the
foregoing letter, for the construction of a road from Guntoor to Iyalore, will be .
submitted for the sanction of Government, with reference to Government Order,
Revenue Department, dated 1st November 1867, No. 2,574.

2. The work appears in the current year’s Original District Road Fund
Budget as Item No. 21, with an allotment of only Rupees 4,000.

3. The Board observe that the heavy expense which metalling the line involves
renders it impossible to execute the work in the manner proposed in paragraph 1
of the Board’s Proceedings, dated 21st October 1867, No. 6,850. It is obvious
that sufficient funds will not be available to admit of this line being completed
within a reasonable time, without injustice to . ter parts of the district. The
earth-work and bridges must, therefore, be first undertaken, and the metalling
deferred till the more essential work is finished. It must be left to the discretion
of the Superintending Engineer to apply the annual allotments in the mostadvan-
tageous and economical manner.

4. Should the Public Works Department be able to spend more than the
amount allotted for the current year’s expenditure, the Acting Collector is requested
to apply, without loss of time, to the Board for further funds.

No. 434. Orper THEREON, 20th February 1868, No. 483.
! The Government sanction the
l Miscellaneous. ) -
estimate on the understanding that the

metalling is to be postponed, and not to
be undertaken without further orders.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) F. BRANDT,
Under Secretary to Government.
To the Board of Revenue.
,, the Department Public Works.
,, the Accountant General.

Exd. S. T. Augustin.
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