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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departmeat,
20th February 1868. &

No. 431.  Read the following letter from the Officiating Conservator of Forests,
to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort St. George,
dated Camp at-Ootacamund, 21st December 1867, No. 439 :—

1. Adverting to the Government Order No. 1,173, of the 17th of May 1866,
I have the honor to forward copy of Lieutenant Walker’s final report upon the
Javady and Yellaghiry hills, together with a Sketch Map of the small tract of Teak
on the latter hills (mentioned in paragraph 30 of his former report), which has now
been demarcated, and is found to contain 1,213 acres. . '

9. Lieutenant Walker is also preparing a Forest Chart of these hills, on which
all the reserves will be laid down when they have been sanctioned by Government,
and demarcation carried out.

3. The arrangements made for reserves on the Javady hills seem judicious,
and very important as the hills are so near the line of railway ; it is proposed to
reserve eight tracts, containing in all an area of about 90 square-miles. If Govern-
ment sanction these reserves, the Deputy Conservator can at once commence the
demarcation ; this will of course be carried outin communication with the Collector
of the District. _

4. The small traets alluded to as worth reserving on the Yellaghiry hill, but
in which patches of cultivation intervene, should not be demarcated so as to include
the cultivation, unless it can be bought up or exchanged for land elsewhere. The
Collector should be consulted on this point. :

5. 'The Makul Mallay hill, near Cotapatty, will be a valuable reserve, as it is
not far distant from the railway. ‘

6. On the Javady hills -each ryot holds a large extent of what is termed
Podugal land ; he only pays a tax for what he cultivates, whichmay be a very small
portion. Are all the Sandal-wood trees on the Podugal to be considered his
property ? o :

7. Forest reserves are now receiving much attention from our department,
and large sums of money are being sanctioned by Government for carrying out
these arrangements ; the ultimate benefit will be greatly curtailed unless the Forest
Act is made 1aw3 and_ our Fgrest rules strictly upheld. The rules have been drawn
up in each district with the full coneurrence of the Civil authorities, and the oreatest
attention paid to the rights and privileges of the inhabitants, so,that the:eris‘ no
reason why they should not be strictly enforced. At present the Ciyil autimrities
in fome districts state that they have no power to punish even for forest theft, and
the natives ot .well aware that our rules are not upheld ; the object of forest
reserves-wrll be in a great way frustrated unless forest trespass is punishable. If

 real conservancy is to be carried out, the collection of forest products, and the
right of ‘g_razing, &c., must be in a measure under the control of our officers. In

my tours through our forests I am daily impressed with this fact. 3

Repert on the Forests of the Javady and Yellaghiry hills, Tripatore Range, Salem
District, by Lieutenant C. S. Walker, Deputy Conservator of Forests.

1. These hills were visited and reported on in 1865, and the measures then

proposed, with the concurrence of the Collector, met with the approval of Govern-

ment. Strict orders were issued by the Land Revenue authorities for the preven-

tion and restriction of Kumri cultivation, and I think this has done good in
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gether. Measures were also taken to secure

to be reserved for forest purposes,

firewood, &e., and the Actin i
: ; g Head A . . . -

a list prepared by the Tahsildar of Tri !l:rm'shed S i

and extent of village reserve required, baged

ation commences, to accede, wherever

the position of these village jungles.

; generally available, 1y :
case, some portion of the Government reserve in the ,vic‘iln"t‘,her‘? il
and handed over for the villagers’ own use, "y will be marked off

2. Since my last visit, every endeavour hag been made
conserve the Sandal-wood and timber remainin
not been altogether fruitless, though doubt]

3. The greatest difficulty arises from the hahit of
vation prior to application, and from the
the low country, to graze on the hills, and whose drj
not only pulling down branches of timber ang bambog 2
but hacking the trees with their bill-hooks withoyt an(;';?::t OthIer fo.dder 1s scarce,
young Sandal and other saplings completely sgvereq in Jthis. ma: Otlcedlmany fin
two cases of clearing ground for cultivation, and subsequently | ml:e > fod det""te,d
tics before the Sub-Magistrate of T'ri patore, who convicted bot}}: f:ase:cu G:i‘ ﬁ'? }})ar—

‘the accused, which I hope will have g good effect in deterring il "I’: ,p;",]ls red
to detect or prove a case agsinst the cow-drivers, as H it

‘any one resembling a peon approaches, being wi
an offence. I ordered repeated proclamation to be made in each vill
this matter, but the village head-men fay, with much truth, that
less to prevent it, as most of the damage is done by the cow-
plains,

4. Bince my last visit 3,305 Sandal-wood trees have been cleared of creepers

and brushwood, which impeded their growth. Of this number 259 trees were over

three feet in circumference. Upwards of 1,000 maunds of prepared billets were

removed to Tripatore depdt and sold in 1866, realizing Rupees 4 per maund of

. 28 1bs., which is a good average price. About 1,200 maunds are ready for sale this

year, fully half of which consist of first and second class billets, the remainder being
mixed. A considerable number of ripe trees have also been felled this year, and will
be prepared for sale in 1868, great care is taken to fell only those trees which have
reached maturity. The digging of roots is also going on, although labor is difficult
to obtain for this work, as it is troublesome and severe, I have now ordered the
trees to be taken up at once by the roots instead of being felled, and the roots
afterwards dug up, and I trust this plan will result in a saving of expense and time.

1 have, however, been informed by the Officiating Conservator of Forests, Mysore,

that a similar plan was tried there and given up as being unprofitable,

: 5. 1 beg here to ‘submit an important question for decision. Under the
recent orders regarding Sandal-wocd, that which grows ou puttah lands belongs.

% o they run away immediately

they are power- f
drivers from the
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to the Puttahdars, On these hills, payment is made by the plough or hoe, and aryot
holds in many cases a large extent of Podugal land, only a small portion of which he
cultivates and pays for yearly, viz., so much as he can cultivate with his one or more
ploughs or hoes, as the case may be. In such cases are all the Sandal-wood trees
growing on the Podugal lands, which are considered by mutual consent of the vil-
lagers as in the possession of one individual, his property, or if not, how many ? see-
ing that he cultivates and pays for only a portion each year and leaves the rest
waste, though he calls it all his puttah land.

6. Inow proceed to define more accurately the tracts which I propose to

reserve, |
I. On the southerly side, and indeed as far as the village of Chittoor
(proceeding north), there is no timber which would justify a reserve being formed,
save two small portions about 13 square-miles each, on the summits of Tripatore
and Senjivirayen Sawmy Mullay, which will he demarcated, although there is little
danger of any timber being felled in either as they form topes surrounding temples.

I do not propose that these trees should ever be felled, which would be inex-
ient, and cause annoyance to the people, but simply reserve them for climatie
sideration. :

II. East from Chitloor the slopes towards South Arcot should be reserved,
sable area eight square-miles, as they contain much Neemai /1 Cjon?carpus latifolia),
ra (Eugenia Jambolana), and other timbers useful f?r h.ouse-bmldmg purposes, for
ch there is a great demand in the South Arcot District. '

III. North-east from Wullundulpett, and about one mi.le east from the
ige of Coopum, (vide my former report, paragraphs 4 anfl 27,) is a fine patch of
an Teak. Extending about two miles down the ravine in a northerly direction,
directly south of Wullundulpett, the Overseer (Mr. Hot.igson) found another
h of some extent. Both of these portions, the area of which will be about nine
wre-miles, should be reserved. The northern boundary is well known and
{ly defined by a peculiar rock known as Kamulkull, and the rising ground on the
4 is known as Jendagooty.

1V.—Proceeding in a north-westerly direction past the villages of Cotanoor

Towree Coopum to Polipolium and Cumbagoody, I would indicate a tract of consi-

ble extent, probably about 20 square-miles (the length is six miles, but I

.ot state positively the breadth), stretching from near the village of Wullundul-

to Towree Coopum, and including the rising grounds known as Munjampil

sh and Droogum Mullay, and the southern slopes of the ravipe (which runs
nearly across the hills from Peroomendoor in South Arcot) which lie.between the
villages of Killatoor and Bandram. Patches of Teak occur frequently in the above.
A considerable proportion are stump shoots f1:om trees forn}erly felled,' many of
which must have been of large size. The remainder are sap.lm.gs, of which many
are straight and healthy. I measured several from two feet six inches to three feet
in circumference, and could in several places count as .many. as twenty or thirty
young trees from where I stood. On the slopes betwixt Killatoor and Bandram

there is Atcha (Hardwickia Binata), which is rare in these forests, and much sought

i < ] inali ' lentiful.
: Neemai and Kadukai (Terminalia Chebula) are p :
oY Vee—Proceeding north and north-east from Cumbagoody, the hill known as

Pandoor Mullay, and the slopes towards the north, east, and west, comprising about
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sixteen s.quo.re-miles, anc% containing Teak and ‘Atcha, should be _regge:ved. We are
now felling a few trees in the tract for the supply of our exp orinrental depot at
Tripatore. North from Cumbagoody are the large villages of Vushz'nél}jjmbmm, Nayaka-
noor, Temmullay, and Veeraga, Vulsay, Beemakollum, and Redyoor, round which there ig
no forest of value. 'Thence I proceeded south-cast, along the northern slopes of the
Tovine already mentioned (paragraph IV) by Belamurtoor (six miles from Beema-
kollu.m) i lotver and BppRL Celumbuddy (four miles from Belamuntoor), I ontd
nothmgvl;x th: part which would warrant a reserve being formed. :
.—About half a mile north-east of Melcel i :
: elunbuddy is a small hill, k -
K‘ufnbalmll Mullay, where 1 found Teak extending to the small village 2f’ Tk
which I propose to reserve, probably about two square-miles S Coolanerry,
VII. South from Melcelunbuddy $ .

: i uddy are the villages of Pillyoor (five mi
and Talloor (seven miles). South of Talloor is Temmullay (niis!;):‘;;tg?l‘?l‘l‘nﬂ%)
Skl la.“ report, paragraphs 6 and 27), the whole of which, probabl s
16 square-miles, should, I think, be reserved T sy , probably about

VIIL.—Proceeding south-west of il :
ki ana Dubyivest,in Mt fgss Mel"d’-‘?‘b“ddy;by the villages of Kelvela-
pelt, imurtoor, distant about nine miles f

to the south-west and south and south-east of this vi iles from Melzelunbuddy, and
oot KRR St At s s 1shvaliﬂge'hfa the finest tracts of
20 square-miles. Teak is abundant, and thegre ’st 9 QXtent 18, roughly speaking,
ance and the nature of the soil why it should :2 :lst?ﬂ? reason frox.n its appear-
Fhe Overseer measured some forty-two inches in ci attain to a considerable size.
stumps of many trees of large size. Nuga Kadu;“?‘fc““‘f?'e“@v» and we found the

This portion of the hills adjoins the P’olur m@z,; = N’uma; are also plentifal.
and I am informed that much clandestine féﬁiﬁ' e AOf fhe North Arcot District,
that talook, tb put a stop to which will l‘eqmr Ing 13 carried on by villagers from

: ) . i th Hiva -
Officer and Village Revenue authorities in NsrtheAa::::e SoPpesgLn of the Forest

North-west from Aftimurtoor are i ' 7

o ; \itimurtoor ave the villages of Padry, Attiputt, Perugad, an

Veerapanoor (this last distant about sixteen miles from Z’ti:n:?tw:;’ ""‘% ,h' :
.. ‘ , round whic

and on this part of the hills generally
would justify a reserve. i i 'thg forest is not such as

IX.—On the Yellaghiry hill I demarcated R D s T

of Kootoor noticed in my lagst_);eport, d;:;-:g?;: ;‘:}epa;%Qngaknwm village
larger extent than had been reported. Demdrcatib& :ttfo und to be of much
in accordance with Circular No. 18 of the Conserva t::esmmw being erected
sketch shewing the area enclosed, which is 1,2i3 acres r of Fomm I enclose a
tl‘xere are .other small patches on' this hill worth rem;nl e Overseer reports that
dirceted him to do 50, 33 I had not time to visi them al e e P,
cultivation sometime8 intervene in running the lines :ﬁn{l Bili Small patches of

e equest sanction in

such cases to includ i & .
, ude those in the reserve;:the cultivator A et
: ; rop,

or, should he'pr.efel“, getting remission of.assessment, and. if nece :
e(iual extent l.xgmg afterwards assigned to him outsid; the,fol,éétl‘femry y:8 Piees of
: 7. It will be seen from the foregoing that itis pro quel;l' ‘to Qe s |

purposes eight tracts on the Javadies, with ' 0

] Y| 8] ) an area of aho square-miles

thv/ llaghxty _»hx_ll (already demarcated) oﬁ_'gbou&ﬁ;ﬁga:gﬁj & oid

o uichcs o amallor cxtot. 1 aho roquet pesnisin
reserve a Lill mear Cotaputty, in Utengherry talook, v a8

as it were, the sole source of local supply for two distriets.

' witliout previous application,
to acquire Ponakad

~ to be any valuable timber on it,

_case, such as Sandal, Teak,

~ discontinued by Goy
~ sider that no harm wo

" and would secure ‘tlié.'l‘qrest from da

//
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Makul Mullay, where there is Teak and other timber. The extent of this reserve
would probably be about ten square-miles. The existence of Teak in some quantity
was first browght to my notice twelve months ago by the late Acting Head Assistant
Collector, and the forest has since been carefully inspected by the Overseer and
myself. These will form the rescrves of the Tripatore range, and I do not think

that their extent will be considered too great, when it is remembered that they form,
Abundance of waste land

is left for cultivation, and every care shall be taken in fixing ‘the actual boundaries

not to inconvenience the villagers.

8. The Acting Head Assistant i forms me that he is to do the Jummabundy on
the Javadis in January next. If orders are passed on this report previous to that
month, I shall direct my Overseer, in my unavoidable absence in another part of

the forests, to accompany him, point out the tracts exactly, and proceed with the

demarcation whilst he is on the hills, so that any questions as to right of way, &ec.,
hich is very desirable.

may at once be referred and settled, W :
aph 5 of the Government Order, No. 1,173, on

9. With reference to paragr
myv former report, I propose, for a fow months at first, to exclude all cattle from these
reserved tracts, which restrietion I shall gradually relax in favor of the villagers

under certain conditions, viz., their being answerable for the care of trees.  With
regard to the unreserved tracts, 1 have informed the Mullialies that they may
continue to takeup any portion of the Podugal lands, which are of large extent,
as they contain no timber of value ; but if they wish
land, they must, prior to clearing, make a Durkhast to the
whom it will be referred to this department, and if thereis found
reserved : on the contrary, should there be nothing
of value, or but little, it will be given over to the applicant ; the trees in the latter
Nae &e., being numbered and marked aud entered in the
I trust that Government will apprave of these orders, which

Tahsildar, through

puttah as reserved.
are, 1 think, fair to all. |
10, I think that the present system of allowing the forest products to be

collected indiseriminately, ;;e;fids to damage being done to the forests, as no care is

- NG T s
taken in collection, and the branches are often torn down, and the tree damaged.

[ do not advocate a :g:un Lo the ['ﬁ'i%ci‘plg of farming out these products, a practice -
ment Order, 'qu‘%,ﬁ?é,d ted 22nd August 1864, but con-

uld ensue from 3émp'[oyi1)g"' e hill-men to collect them for

Gyovernment under the -\su’pefyi;sigp“gf‘ the ggpdi'tmeﬁtal peons. We would thus

canse no loss to the cnliecto'tq,_ﬁlgwﬂd} ather work for us than for merchants,

: : : nage, whilst Government would obtain such

cridugly as ¢ Kupli Poddi” (R_g(t'.;e%a tinptéiig.;}',.g)r which there 1s great demand,
from their own forests, and _npfﬁ‘éﬂ)jected to the extol‘tbr}“ of the merchants, from

whom it is now purc sed. ‘ﬂ.
e Forepﬁ :.M“P or Chart of these hills is in course of preparation, on which
orves will be marked off, if approved of by Government. ‘

.

12, The submission of this report has been unavoidably delayed from time to

time by press of other work.
(Signed) C. 8. WALKER, Lieutenant,
(Cavp DEXKINCOTTAH, Deputy Conservator of Foress.

96th November 1867.
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No. 432. Orper THEREON, 20th February 1868, No. 482.

1. The Governmentapprove and sane-

tion Lieutenant Walker’s proposals regard-

ing reserves, and the timber on land newly
sought for cultivation.

2. They desire toreceive the Collector s opinion on the questions raised as to
the nominal occupant’s right to the Sandal trees in Podugal land, and the cultivated
plots in the limits of the reserves.

3. The Board of Revenue will be requested to submit their views on the ques-
tions of the introduction of the Forest Act, and the collection of forest produce,
both which questions press for decision,

4. Lieutenant Walker deserves much credit for the zealous and intelligent
manner in which he administers his charge.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) F. BRANDT,

Under Seeretary to Government.
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Forests, No. 12.

‘az*; & R
To the Officiating Conservator of Forests, R
» the Board of Revenue, S T
» the Department Public Works. B -
1> the Collector of Salem.* . '~ ¥«
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