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" No. 305. ~ Read the following Procecdings of the DBoard of Revenue, dated 30th
' ' ) January 1868, No. 756.

* Read the following letter from the Oﬂiciatin.g Conservator of Forests, to the Secre-
taty to the Board of Rovenue, dated Camp at Munrood, South Canara,
4th December 1867, No. 405 :— - ' .
1. In forwarding the accompanying letter® from  the Collector of Malabar,
. . ‘L and its enclosures, I have tho honor’to
L} I N OV 7 ¢ 0 .
Iff-é:f;r't%itcgo?fczfol:Ogg.nﬁz{a})if,l 'w:i\t(l){ -&‘; observo .that it would be very ad\'af\-
enclosures, tagcous if our department could obtain
‘ a lease of the Tract No. 6 mentioned in
A[r. Cameron’s report, that is, tho forest belonging to tho Ewmur Bagavati Devasom.
1 am well acquainted with this tract. which adjoins our Chenat Nair forest, somo
portions of it could not bo worked very easily, and arc at a considerable distance
from the line of railway; but if we could obtain the lease, and work this forest in
connection with the Chenat Nair tract, it would probably answer to lay downa
cheap tramway to the foot of the bills, as an enormous amount of fircwood would

T e At L —

be available.

. 9 Ifthe Collector negotiated the lease with caution, it might perhaps bo
obtained on reasonable terms, and Government could afford to pay more than any
contractors could.  1f our depart:nent took the matter in hand, I am sure that it
would be a failure, as the proprictors would ask such high terms that the scheme’

would not be remuncrative. ' .
‘ 3. The supply of Railway fuel from our forests is a.subject of great impr)'r-
tance; the price paid at present by the Compa.ny is certainly less than the cost of
re-production, and I am in communication with my Assistants and the Railway
Officers on the subject of an increased rate of scigniorage. If a supply‘ is to be
Lkept up, it will be necessary to lay down tramways, 60 that wood can be broughs
from some of the dense forests at the foot, and on the slopes of mountain tracts too
- distant to bear the cost of ordinary carriage. ’ ‘

-

Malabar, to the _Scci’ctax:y to the Board of Revenue, dated Calicut, 22n1

From the vCollcctor of
' ' November 1867, No. 264.

1. Adverting to the correspondence noted, I have the Lonour to observe that there i8 no
' . robability of private enterpri ine much 3
Goverament Order, Jdated 20th June 1866, p Y p enterprise d-Oln° much in

Board's Prococdiugs, dated Sth July 1866, No. 4,558 this district towards meeting the requircments

do. 15:h August 186G, No 6,709 S . .
’Dok’j o lith Mareh 1367, Noy 1Lavs, of the Railway and public for fuel.

To make the growth of firewood o
considerable scale; continuous attention mus
s without intermediate rcturn.

one, it must be done by Government.

r timber remunerative, operations must bo conducted on a
t be paid; and capital to some extent must besunk for

scveral year

If anything ¢ffcctaal is to be d

2. Throughout great part of Malabar, there is no lack of firewood.-

In the more populous and
-+=. {he scarcity bas nowhero become gu

ficiently great to overcome the objections to private entérprise
taking action to afford supdly. : - o

more open i)arts increased supplics would be very acceptable. Dus -
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'5 easily estublished, and that much benefit would probably be derived from them.
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- by“the jungle haviug been cut for timber, fuel, and manure, whilst the constant pasturage of cattle

- t

e "I’rbceedings of the Madras Gorvernment, Revenue 1)epartme‘n!,

T 15th February 1868. S

3. I bare constantly pointed to the people that fucl and comion timher prescrves might be
A notice to this

- eflect was published in the District Gazctto lass
Vide District Gazctte, datud $th Auguat 1868, page 206,

- T have particularly requestedsome of the landholders in Calicut and Ernad to fence in the tops
of some of their waste hills, on which there has been natural wood, but which have been denuded,

preventg re-growth. I am convinced that the simple fencing in of many of these hill tops, 8o as to
sccure the cxclusion of cattle and the prevention of fire and promiscuous felling and lopping, would,
with the abundant rainfall, produce a speedy growth of natural wood of more or less useful varictics,
and that most uscful supplics of ordinary timber, fuel, and vegetable matter for manure, mizlt thus
be obtained. '

I bave a few promisesthat experiments of the nature I proposed will be made this year ; but
ifanything is done, it will at first, and for some time, be rather to please the Collector, than because |
any real Jippressiom in favour of the step exists,

4. 1If the landlords caunot be induced to make the experiments, I propose obtaining scveral :
suitable sites, (which will be done with little difficulty,) and baving them fenced in from Jungle Con- |
scrvancy Funds. -

5. @ have Lecn speaking above with reference to the wants of the communnity gencrally,' and*
ot tospecial wants as of Railways. Lot ?

’

Tewards providing for these, as pointed out by Mr, C;':mt, the \\'a]liarjunglcs in the vicin‘ity '

- of Palglaat secm to afford ficld for an aburdant oupply. AL extensive tract of luud between Pul-

ghaut and the hills to the north appertaining to Government as portion of te Chenat Nayar's Escheat
is now and has been for some time under the Conservator of Forest.

6. Mr. Camcron, Acting Head Assistant Collector, in a report, copy of which I enclose, gives
the names of six of the large proprictors of the Walliar jungle tract, and recommends that Govern- .
ment should obtain several of the most extensive jungles on lease, in order that it may cﬂ’cctivély 2
control the conservancy. . : o

This report I sent to Doctor Cleghorn demi-officially sometime ago. Ile replied deini-offi- ?
cially, (June 28th, 18€7,) but said I was at liberty to make use of the letter; so Ienclose it. It will ' '
be seen that Licutenant Gosling was requested to visit Tract No. 6 mentioned by Mr. Cameron and
report.  Ispoke to Doctor Cleghorn when here in August last on the subject, but nothing definito :
was setted; nor if Iremember right bhad be then received any report. I have not heard from the
Forest department on the subject since. '

Cmmmd o

I also requested Mr. Cameron to make inquiries as to the terms on which Government might
obtain leases. » ' :

But without more dcfinite information and authority it is impossible to come to m-)y real
results, : ' . - '

7. 1 think, however, that there can be but one opinion that it is very desirable that Govern- 4+ o
noent should obtain a lease of No. 6, and perhaps of some of the other tracts ; and I would suggest i
that the Acting Conscrvator, or such Officer of suflicient standing an Le may depute, should visit the :
tracts, (if Licutenant Gosling bas not yet reported on them,) aud after a correct opinion has been
formed as to their value should mect Mr. Cameron or myself at Palzhaunt with ~fu']l-pmv'crs 1o
vegotiate leases if possible within euch limits as Government may sce fit to fix. '

bl dw

[ send this through the Acting Conservator of Forests, in order that he may forward it with

- .

year, aud scparato copics of the Memoranduia .
-7 distributed. : o
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‘ Procecdings of the Madras Government, Levenue Depariment, L
' 15th Februury 18G3. | T

From the Acting ITcad Assistant Collector, to the Collector of Malatar, dated Palghaut, 14th

' ’ IF'cbruary 1867, No. 53. ) ‘ -

1. I have the honour to reply to your Memorandums of 10th July and 20th Angust las't,‘
calling for a report on the subject of forming plantations for fuel and timber, and regarding the pos‘sx-
Lility of introducing systematic felling aud measures of couservancy an-l restoration in the Walliar
jungle. : .

2. As far as this Division i3 concerned, thereis no probability whatever of private cnterprise

A being sufficient ro mect the growing demaad for fuet of Rauways aud the g:;neral community. I't
i3 true that the cxtent of jungle available is very large, but most of what was near enough to the
Railway to pay the expense of carriaze bas been cut down, and the owners sate that they arc unablo
and unwilling to go to cxpense of planting; neither i3 there any probability that they will, iflcf"t. to
themselves, take any steps to pregerve what remains, or to assist the growth of new jungle. Very
great quaatitics of timber and firewood have been cut of late years, especially in the low lvings and
casily accessible portions of the Walliar junzle near the Railway line between Palghaut and the
Coinibatore boundary. It is stated by the Railway authoritics that 10,000 tons have, ou an average,
Leen takcn annually from this part during the last three or four yeurs.  The consequence ia, that a
large extent of the jungle bas been quite cleared, and the owners find that it pays them better to
Jease the land for cultivation to substantial ryots, than to Icase it to grow firewood for Contractors,
who only give from two to four annasper bandy load. The firewood on the hills that extend north to
the Cotnbatore boundary, aud north-west to Kalladicode and Manarghat, arc almost untouched.  But |

. these hills are, for the most part, inaccessible to bandics, aud though the owners are quite willingto
el the wood, the market value of firewood is not so great as to pay cither owner or contrastor t.ho
expeose that would be incurred in briuging it by clepbants to the nearest road, and thence by bandies

to the Railway. o '

3. Ruuming west from Palzhaut Railway station and almost parallel to the line, on the north
side are a scrics of small jungly hills. They are very convenicently situated for supplying the ?hi]way
a3 they are all within five miles distance of it: but at present they are almost destitute of timber of
firewood, and are all of comparatively sinall extent; the largest not exceeding 300 or 400 "\crcs.
Tho owners state that, as their quantity of fircwood is swall, they are unwilling to sell to the Railway -
and there 19 no contract existing with any one of them for the supply of firewood. It Appears very
desirable that Government should obtain a lcasze of some of the larzest of these jungles at' different
spots along the line. Individually they arc small, but in the aggregate tbc;: \\'oull! contain several
thousand acres. It would not, I imagine, be difficult to conserve them for six or e}ght years, when .
they would, under the influcnce of the Malabar monsoon, begin to produce larze quautitics of fire-

weod. . ) ) .
4. There is a vast extent of forest beyond the Kalladikode 1ill, and Iying north and cast of

the road from Dalzhaut to Maunarghat. Dartofit, on the low grounds near the roal, is quite acces-
sible, but most of it i3 practically unavailable at present.  There is no contract with any ouo to
supply firewood from these forests. The owners demand one rupee from ca.ch Laudy leal nueut, and
" the addition of cartaze, for a distance varjingz from twclve to twenty miles or more, raises the
expense of delivering a load at the Railway so much that the current price (Rupces 1} to 1)) must
increenae very conciderably before much firewood i3 brouglit from thege parts. .
5. The jungles cxtending from a few miles east of Palghaut to the ('Joiml,atorc boundury, kuown
a3 the Walliar jungle, are the rpost couvenicutly situated for supplying the Railway. There is |
very little jungle on the south side of the line, but it extcn(—ls_‘gqrthwards for many miles. . Ou the
low grounds most of the firewood has been ent howsser, and the chicf supplies are now to be got only’
from the bigher and more inaccessible grounds.. Almost the whole of the jungle belongs to five or
* six individuals, most of whom have entered into contracts for the cutting of firewood or timber, or
both, for the usc of the Railway. The following are the chief proprietors, beginning from the castern -
extremity of the jungle:— ]
I. Rama Sing.~Jungle on both sides of the Railway; extent six or cight square miles;

.t . . B R, P I e

anch remarks as ho may have to make on the subject. From what I have heard very lately, I thipk’
that leases of some of the tracts may be had, and that if they are to be taken up by Govnruun]nt
it would be well to take active steps at once. ~
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contains fircwood chicfly and very few trecs uscful as timber; a contract to cut firewood
frcwn tle low grounds ended in Noven.ber 1806, . ' B
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Proceedings of the Madras Gocernment, Recenue Department,
15th Uebruary 1868. S .
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II.  Iti Chata Manadyar.—Junglo extends ten miles north of the Rnil:ray and four miles E
south; extent about 100 or 120 synare miles, and calculated to contain at present about |
50,000 tous of fircwood; there is no contract to cut firewood; a contract to cut timber will !
expire in 1873. : A 3
L. 1i Korabi Atchan.—Extent about twenty square miler; nearest bnundary. ahout two i,

v miles porth of Railway: a coufract to cus fircwood on a part will expirc in 1867-68. °
: Anothier contract to cut hoth timber and frewosl on the rcmainder will c.xpirc inrlSﬂ. ¥
. 1V. Shivaraina .-\fyan.—]-lxtont of about seven or eight square milew, situated four miles :
nor:li of the Railway; no contract. : :

V. Nanu Putter.—About one square mile close to the Railway; no contract.

P T

VI The Ewur Bagavati Devaswam.—Extent about scventy equare wiles from two to ten |
wiles north of the Railway; contract Just expired. . .
It does not appear that the Contractors are bound to fell on any systewn, and it is as likely as
Neither docs it appear probable that any satisfuctory .
.arrangeinents could be made with the Proprictors with a view to their undertsking conservancy, and
aystematic felling.  Noarrangement of the kind woull be sufliciently binding on them. The only
‘effective method is for Government to obtain eeveral of the Jungles on lease as soou as opportunity |
Yoffers, and intreduce measures for conservancy and restoration by its own sgency. .

i 6. Goveroment already possesscs a large extent of forest adjoining the last mentioned jungle
; of the Emur Dhazavati Devaswam, and extending from the Kallalikode kLill south-east to within °
{ four miles of the Railway.” It is part of the escheated cstate of Chenat Nair, and compriscs at least
 Beventy or eighty square miles. There has been 1o felling iu it, and it is caleulated to contain at
: prescut about 50,000 tous of firewood. The Devaswan's forest which bounds i on the south cast, '
' and one or two of the others woull, if leased, form a valuable addition to it; and I would sugzest
z that the very earliest opportunity should be taken of leasing them. I would n!sééuggcst that several .
s of the largest detached jungles that skirt the Railway westward should also be obtained on lease,
' and there would thus be a larze exteut of ground within casyreach. The larger jungles might be
managed by the Forest Department jn conncction with the Chenat Nair Forest, and the smaller -
detached onces by the Revenue authoritics.  The management of thew, however, would be an after
consideration, and‘onc, I think, which it will not Le difficult to arrange, ‘ .
_ !

1. In the foregoing letters, both the Conservator of Forests and the Collector |
of Malabar urge the expediency of the leasing and rescrving to Government certain ’
Jungle tracts in the vicinity of the Railway, for the purpose of keeping up a supply |
of firewood for fuel. . ' ° :

2. ThLo Board resolve to submit the correspondence to Government, and to
recommend that the Collcctor be authorized to treat with the owners of sucl tracts
as he and the Conservator of Forests deem it desirable to lease on such terms as
those Officers may mutually fix upon as reasonable and proper. .

3. The Board would also 3ugpesi L tile Cuilevior be authorized to sccure as -
much of the Walliar jungle as may be desirable for the purposc of a firewood reserve,
Ho hasalready, they believe, been authorized to securc somo 3,000 acres there, but
much more is available, and the larger tho tract the more cconomical will be the |
working. ' S 3
4. The Board also recommend that Dr. Cleghorn’s proposal in paragraph 1 '
of his letter, relative to obtaining a lcase of the forest belonging to the Emur |
Dhagarah Devasom, be carried out, ' . . ;

J. As Government will, in the event of theso proposed schemes being carricdf_’

into effect, be assuming in a great measure the task of supplying the Railways with !

. an.ae

—————
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" ‘ | . Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, \'35
1 | R 15th February 18¢8. | B}

- fu.el, the Board are of opinion that the price of wood should be fixed so as not on]y.
| tocover its cost including carriage, &c., but also to afl'ord. a rcasona.blo profit;
otherwise not only will Government be losers by the transaction, but private cnfc.r-
prizo will be completely shut out, asno one will be likely to plzz.nt or expend capital
on timber, if Government compete in the market at prices which leave no profit.

.
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OrDER TREREOY, 15th February 1868, No. 427.
1. The Government desire that the

Officiating Conservator of Forests will
at once place himself in communication
with the Collector of Malabar, in view to obtaining a lease on f'e.as.onable terms of
" | the Jungle tract belonging to the Enur Bagavati De.vasom, fxd.Jo'mmg the Cl.llenat
Nair Escheat forests, and of such other similar tracts in th.e vicinity of the Rai W;y
as if may be desirable to secure for fuel reserves. Captau.l Beddome has already
been directed to take into consideration the whole question of the charge to be
made to the Railway Company for wood-fuel sup}pliedlby th:t?‘orest agency, and
1 sceive his proposals without loss of time. .
the G‘J(.)ve';‘?:: ‘é‘;f;::ie?t l4.:nctirely cox[:cuit)' with the Board a3 to the principle which
ide 1 ining the rate of charge. :
: 8houl3d. g‘;;‘i;‘; t(xl)(::tae::] shou?d be adopted forinlisting the aid of the ?andholders in
) developing and maintaining the supply of fuel, and none are more hlfely to prove
efficacious than shewing them practically how by foresight .an'l at slight expense
they can convert im-(':@lturable tracts into sources of steady income.
’ . (True Extract.)
' (Signed) W. HUDLESTON,

‘Secretary to Government.

bR s il

No. 306. .
’ I : Forests, No. 7.

-

To the Officiating Conservator of Foresta.
»» the Collector of Malabar,
+» the Board of Revenue.

- iwar e

Exd. S. T. Augustin.
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