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-_' " No. »244. . -Read. the fdllowinv Procc-edin‘os of the Board of Revenue, dated 6th
B S Tebruary 1868, “No. 915. - )

‘v
’
.
,
Iz
.
v f
.
[N
’
]
¥
f
-
i
\
f
’
»
. | o
. a e
LN N ; SN PR
[y x K P
4-.”-"’-»
s

At

S k : i i L ne , Read the followmrr letter from  the Collector of Madura, to the Secretary to the
T . S ; ¢ ' Board of Revenue, dated Camp at Melur, 28th January 1868, No. 6:—
: R A
Y | B _ 1. With reference to the Rulo 7, appended to the Board’s Standmg Clrcular,
‘ ’ o No. LXXVIIL, dated 1st November 1860, I have the honor to request the sanction

.  of the Board for remitting the assessment of dry waste lands in this district durmo' :
o the settlement of the current I‘usly :

- . .2, . The scason of the current Fusly has bcen unprecedentedly adverse, being
: much worse than that of last year. The district has had very little help from either

the monsoons this year, as both the early and late rains were either very slight or
partlal The early rains, though scanty, were eagerly taken advantago of by the

| ryots in carrying on their cultlvatxon, (notwithstanding the discouraging eflect of

a succession of bad years,) but the failure of rain in November and December has

caused a very ‘heavy failuro of crops in all parts of the district. In some parts of

the dis*>«t the ds j crops have perished, while in othcrs the yield is reported to be
‘gencrally ©oeuch belave Lalf the' average yield. - lrom my own observation I thmk

Pulney and Dmdloul have not more - than one-fifth, ‘and Meluar scarcely one-sixth

o of an average crop. The Nunjah crops have also equall} suficred, with the excep-

. tion of-a very few localities’ in_ the district, whcre the crops are good. Ihvmrr
- _ travelled over a large part of the district, I have reason to consider that the taloou
-most affected by the drought are Dmdwul Pulney, and Melur, with the exception
of a portion of the Nattam division, and the loss has been greater in these localities
-than in others. In consideration of the total or partial failure of crops and loss
of cattle, it is necesbary that substantxal -relief should be afforded by per-centage

“remission on the dry. cultivated area

foLl o ' Vide Boal‘d's Proceedm"rs No. 2 124 d“ted similar to the indulgence* shewn in the

S . 8rd April 1867 , ,
N g ‘ _ . past Fusly.
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8.1 therefore recommend that I may be allowed a discretion to grant a per-
3 centafre remlsswn on the cntlre dry cultxvatxon of all talooks up to thn‘t) per cent.
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R The amount't' of. revenue Whldl will probally have to be sacrificed by tho
_ grant of tha- pcr-centa're rerission, is
1 Ru}ees 1,75, 000. noted in the margin, which I do not

thmk is too heavy, taLmﬂ into conslderatxon the heavy losses of the ryots..
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b \0 freshcs came down the h"'ay, the largest river of the district, ucept
ST ' e - in- thes month ~of \ovember, duting

B.~In Novembcr 1866, the ngay rgse to 8 . which the river-
helght of near]y six fees at the Madura cause- . ich the river-roso oue foot and nine
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~ | TR Giway. _ . inches, and’ this small ‘quantityt conti- -
S _ 5 i I R - nued to flow only for a fewdays.
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- 7. ldonot think, however, that there is any real risk of a fa.mme ' 'l‘heé
ncighbouring districts, which usually supply our markets in’adverse seasons w1th‘

paddy and other grain, are perfectly able to do so thls year, and the rice crops in
Madura talook itself are pretty good. '

{ I’roceedmvs of the Madras Gonernment, Revenue l)epartment
"th Februarj 1368.
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’ 6. The pnces now prevallmo are shewn below:— ' S b

g : : . ' Per garce. :

% : o RS, A, P, ‘ ?

‘ Rice, second sort PO 567 12 8 3

| Puddy, sccond sort ... o e 276 12 5 ‘ g

! Ilorse-gram O v eee e 344 11 7 .

t Ragg 229 13 1 \

! Cumboo el 220131

‘ Cholum o eer e e 22013 1 .

% Varagu e e e e . 1580 0
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- 8. On the 23rd instant, heavy clouds with dnzzlmv ra.m came up from the

7( north- east and on the 25th and 26th very heavy rain’ fell at Kottamputty
c ‘and Melnr The Vigay at Madura has risen three feet, so that there is every;
; reason to believe that the rain has been general over the whole district. Had
; this rain fallen three weeks or even a fortnight ago, an enormous quantlty

| of grain of all sorts would have been saved, but for the present crops, except in a
( fow exceptional cases, it is all too late, It will, however, be of great advantage in'

;other respects; forage for cattle and drmkmo' water for manp and besot will be: ’

abundant for some time to come, In Pulney 8ud- Dludigad, whese' wells are
'numerous, the people will be able to carry on their garden cultwatlon of whlte
jcholum and other produce during the approaching hot season. But although I see!
no reason at present for serious alarm, we must be prepared for some consxderablo
dlstress among the poorer classes long before the commencement of the next
cu]tlvatmg scason, which cannot be looked for before May next, and to meet thls

,I must ask Government to place at my disposal a sum of 50 000 Rupees for repau'

‘of irrigation works throuvhout the district. }
1 " 1 do not think that any considerable pressure from want wﬂl arise till the ;

lxmddle or perhaps the end of next month; but as soon as the wretchedly scanty
‘crops have been reaped and stored, there must arise considerable distress,

10. I have already caused many estimates for really useful works to be pre-
pared and I should like much to have it in my power to commence a few works (
iwithin' the next ten days. I would commence a few works cautiously at first to
test the real demand for employment by the people, and as the demand increases |

/more and more works will be opcned. - W 1th the above means placed at my dlsposal
I see no Just cause for serious alarm.
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1. Bubmitted for the ipformation of Gofernfnent
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2. The Board approve and sanction the Collector’s recommendation in para- %
graph 3 and they resolve ‘to submit, for the consideration of Government the |
concludmg proposals of his letter. The Government are aware that u'nnatloﬁ 'I
irepau‘s are seriously needed in those talooks in whmh Mr. Arbuthnott states that
‘distress is first hkely to make its appearance, and any outlay upon thcse works }
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: Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department.
12¢4 February 1868.
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. cannot fail to be as beneﬁcxal to the revenue as to the people. The Board would

* fain hope, however, that the recent rain with which the Madura District has been
visited will have a more beneficial effect upon the Province than the Collector seems
- to anticipate, and that the large outlay upon special relief works, which Mr.

Arbuthnott contemplates, may not prove eventually necessai'y.
) Fo.' 245. Oxnm THEREON, 12th February 1868, No. 400.
Miscellancons, The Government sanction the grant
o S of Rupees 50,000 for special relief works
v . ' as proposed by the Collector.
; (True Extract.) ' '
(Slo'ned) W "HUDLESTON,
} Secretary to Government.
Do
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: To the Board of Revenue.
; " the Accountant Gener&L
Lo W. Robmson, Esq
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Exd. S. T. Augustin,




{Atrue Uopy and Extract.) -
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD oF REVENUE,

"\ Dited 6th February 1863.

¢

Dehlrs? - .

/
. Sanctioning recommendation of Collector of
+ Maduara that he be allowed to grant a percen-
XX tage remission on the entire dry cultivation of
all Talooks io District up to 30 per ceat, and
submitting to Government Collectors proposal

- that Rupees 50,000 should be placed at his dis-
posal for repair of irrigaticn works throughout

© district. o . .
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. Tq the Sopretary to Gover_nmenf, quenug'_ Dex;:irtment.
Copy to the Collector of Madura,” (¢
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