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: l’roceeduw: of the Madras Government, Recenue Depurtment,
” : . o llth I'eb)uary 1868. R

. “ . . 3 ) s
k ,No. 214. Bead the followmg Proeeedmos of the Boa.rd of Revenue da.ted 7th Fehruary
- T : S 1868, No. 955. -

Rea.d the followrng 1etter from the Collector of Madras, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
* dated Sydapet, 4th February 1868, No. 41—

‘l. No rain has fallen durmg the past week: that whlch fell in the previous week bas, how-

ever, had the effect of revwmg some of the crops that were not too far gone.
2. Io the Ma.durantakum talook the Tahsildar reports that the late rains have heen of

T immense benefit to the sta.ndmg crops.

3. 1In the talooks of Sydapet Trivelloor, I’onnerr and Conjeveram, the ryots are ploughmg

%" lands wherever they think it at all practicable to cultivate; they mean to put down Indigo, Raggy,

vaelly, Vavaral, a.nd Manakathar Paddy and Chll_hcs, but the outturn will entirely depend upon

_future rains. : . . .
4., Veragu, Vadasamba.h and Slrumom paddy are bennﬂr harvested to 3 emall extent in all tho

talooks but Chingleput. ;

:". . 5. Pricesstill continue sta.txonary everywhere but in Con;everam,

*

where they have declined
“Sickness among both
- human being and cattle is the same as in the past week; the segref'atmg all diseased ca.ttle from

~ the hea.lthy ones has been attended with the best results:” ° ~ .
R 6 I ha.ve much pleasure in sendmg, herewith, areport* on the Conjeveram talook that I lately
B o received from Mr. MacGregor, the Sub-Collector;

m: fnﬂml dated 318‘ Janww 1868, No. 3‘3.t° bere- ~ from which the Board will perceive that, for
gome time to come, we have little cause for

7 ~alarm for that part of the district.

7. The xrrngatron works recommended by Mr. MacGregor will be at once put in hand, and
- will afford employment to any rea.lly dxstressed labourers choosmg to seek for it.

w— o —

———

From the Suh-Collector to the Collector of Madras, dated on Circuit at Gudavan;ary, 3l
- January 1868, No. 22. -

1 Tam glad to he ahle to preface this report by stating that, thhm the last week, rain bas
fallen to such an extent throughout the three talooks of the Sub-division, a8 to remove all auxxety
on the subject of drinking water and pasturage.

9. From the reports received before 1 joined the dlstrnct, the effects of the drought appeared

- to have been felt most severely in
there in the first instance.

? -

3. During the last ten days I have been visiting numerous vrllages in that part of the talook, °

: und examining the state of the crops and irrigation works.
' " The failure of Nunjah crops under rain-fed tanks hasbeen very extensxve hut nowhere
ha.ve I geen the failure general. In one field out of two or three I have found a crop of paddy

‘more or less heavy. "
‘which, consxdermg the sccount recewed of the season. is surpnsmg - :

.
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the eastern part of the Con;everam talook and I, therefore, went

More partrcularly in the light soils, I have found the crops in a condition .
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 and much of the later plantmg, whxch was still green when the hte rain fell and v«hlch a few days
ago uemed beyond hope will now be hiought to maturxty . ,

6. Iti Is ¢haracteristic of the tcndcncy of tho remission system that manv ryots are re"rcttmg
the recent rain-fall, which will insure a light crop, when otherwxso there would have been a total
fallure : .

‘-v-;—-'v— s Pl bt o g,

~

7. The principal town in the east of this talook ia qtreepermatur and it po»esscs a tank sup- .-

bh. A certam amount has already been reaped, much will be ready for cuttm" in & few days, g
?
¥
!

plying 1,000 cawnics of land. l

This whole extent prescnts one vast expanse of withered crop. |
The nature of the soil appcars to have rendered the failure here more complete than under other '
_ works in the neighbourhood. - The landholders, however, are wealthy, and have the resources of (
former years to fall back on. . A channel taken ‘off the Palar near Arcot should supply this’ tank, A
and it has lately been put in repair, so that the failuro is due solely to the absenco of freshcs in the}?
: r:ver A road in coutse of conqtructxon from this place to hunatore affords work. - S 3
)
)
j

LT G v .-u.u.,—s,a\,v

8 Tennery, nine miles further west, is the largest reservoxr in the talook, suppl)mg t\\ enty-
three villages, and about 4,000 ca\\mcs, when full, the tank containstwelve months supply. Ithas
_never become dry, and when I saw it recently had two months’ water. ” .

9. A first crop Las been rtaped from most of the Iands below the tagk, and the second crop is ¢
-on the ground looking green and prowmising. - - The v1llages below the tank, cightcen in ‘number, are ;
therefore well todo, but those around the bed of - the tank west and north, in which a supply hasto | .
“be ohtained by baling, have ahard tnmc aud would be much beneﬁted ifsome worh could be pronded 1 &
" on the tank ¢ : e : y

f- . 10. Anothcr important tank is Mancmun"alam whlch I hne rccenﬂy visited."
" cultivation below it is 800 cawmes . It is covered with a crop of which the failure is probahly not I
! Jess than' seventy-five per cent.  The work is in a most ineffcient state, . There is ample room for :
proﬁtahle expend:ture on earthw ork, and I should recommend tho outlay of several thousand :
é " rupess, ' ’

‘~
f
¢
v
i
)
" The ¢ area of ]

14

1. A road i is in proe'ress from Wa]la;ahad to I\adaperv, whxch pass.mf' mthm two mxles aﬂ‘urds
work to the poor of the village, but work on the tank would be more proﬁtable to a.ll partxes and
would be accessible to the villagers to the north '{ . S S e

12, T have deseribed the result of the mspectxon of these a3 hemv the three large%t irriga.

tlon works in the talook, but have examined twenty or thirty other works where I have found a
smn].uv condxtxon of thmga on a smaller scale, in some a falr crop, and in others ahnost total failure.

13 ‘In thxs part of tho district a consxdcrab]e quantxty of paddy is raised on dry land with
out any irrigation other ‘than the- falling rain retained within the ﬁeld by Ligh banks; a three
‘ “months’ graxn is sown ‘\hl(.h nurvwes agood dea.l of drought. ’ <. coo

1«

14. I have seen. very g)od crops of this doscnptxon in several dxrections nhere thore was no
; means of suppkmentmfr the water supply from wells Lol T T T

;’ 15, The dry crops “have not failed except in very unfavourable ground; some has been reaped
{ and mueh remaios to be reaped There isa fair crop of Cholum, none of whxch 1s yet reaped. - The
{ late rain- fall bas )njured those ears that v v«ere;ust formmg, the damp cansmg them torot off, W hen
g the ears arc formed 1o harm is done, and when thcv Bave not begun to form much good will ensue |
& from the raxm. I

" IIavmo rxdden throu"h and carefu]]y exammcd many Cholum ﬁelds I nm of
¥ opmxou that the mjury done is slwht‘ oo P Ny , ST
f . . B a

5 :16.- In o w!laze have I secn’ any appearance of ;uﬁ'erm'r O

i nthe contrar the e l l

z hrumg, their houses are nc'lt and the chxldren look well &d . y p op ¢ OOk

17" On the whole I should 34y that there 18 nothmg in the etate of thls part of the country t¢ X
vmrrant carrvuw out worLs m an exceptzonal manncr s ~ >

~

A

mpcnal works mould be set goxn'r'-
ave been worbt off § in such Y manner;
Thcse wzll rcheve xhelarge propnctmn 4

TRk s A el e e

% ?v]8 “ha,t seema des xrable xs thaf 2 cextam number ofI
g ograplncal)y dmrxfuted mth rega.rd to the nllages that L
ﬂm wcrk s} alt be acco<31ble \uthm areasonable dxetunce
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» a3 indicators of the real state of the country. - When we find labourers flocking from a great distance -
;-an d presenting on arrival the appearance of distress, we shall know that more active measures are

{ required.
5 their appcarance.

L. 10. They have not come far uor have persons unused to such la,bour presented themﬂelves for
: employment ‘

. - 20, Besides the works in progress, and “which I have recommended there is a work well-

adapted for the purpose required, and of the greatest consideration as an Imperial work, namely,

T belicve such a line has already

- been estimated for, and I can lma'rme no moro useful work

y

- 21, The general conclusion I draw from what I have seen is that even at the bezinning of the
harvest the reserves of grain had not begun to fail, and a consxderable harvesb being on the ground

¢ no dxstrcss can exist for some months to come.

é“ 22, Agto the further questxon if whether the food stored :md to be stored, wdl Tast till tho
hegmmng of next harvest, and if not, whetber there is money forthcoming to import it. . An opi-
» nion can only be given after further experience and reference to the condition of affairs last
. year; I observe that Mr. Cockerell, when Acting Collector, wrltmg to the Board, under date of
August 1866, estxmatcd that there was then five months" grain in store, which would, “thercfore,
" Jeave the whole outturn of Fusly 1276 available for expenditure after January 1st, 1867. He
" calculited the consumptwn of the dlbtrlct at 10% lacs of Colums, and the averuge crop a8 19 lacs
* of Colums. i . : = - S :
23. The crop of Fuﬂly 1276 is on all hands admxttcd 'o have bccn unuwally heavy, 8o it may
ho mferrcd that, on the 1st January 1868, the rcserves of gram had already been largely re-placed
.24, The import and export to and from the town of }Iadras makes it difficult to adJust
calculatxon of this kind; but it may be falrly assumed that, with grain in the northern parts at half
' the price of the Madras market, there will he no great dram on the dxatrxct
bemg unported from Madras mto the dxstnct N

~ 1 am at present a\vaxtmg the decmon of the Board on the questron if whether waste or
. dry lands is to be remitted, and how dry grain raised on wet land i3 to. be charved and propose to
¥ commence the settlement of the Madurantakum talook as soon a8 p0531b1e ' :

: 26." Should the same dJscretlonary power as has been granted i in the dxatnct of Cormbatoro
i be allowed for this dxstrxct I do not thmk a.nythmg more will be requxred. C

27. 1 ghall report in due course, the result of my pcrsonal inspectmn of the talooks of Chm-
{ gleput and Madurantakum C , e ‘
t .
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by employm'r t.hexr dcpendentq and the smar] by enahlmv them to earn wages, and will be nsefu.l :

So farasI have seen, the coolies a3 yet employed thcre bas been nothmg exceptxonal in’

At prescnt gram is

-
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