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Proeeedm"s of tlze Va(lra.v (‘overnment Revenue Deparlmcnt,
3r(l chruar_/ 1868 o L
INo oT N Read the followm — . S
- ME\IORANDUM P
T POLL'R TALOOK.—Tho talook of Polur is the nortbcrn side of the Clieyar
" .' . R vallcy, (the rwcr Crosscs the eastcrn cx-
Area 317 equare-miles. I’opulauon 92,97 Llor’ tremitv.) lvin between the river and thg
293 to a square-mile). * Taxes raised in 186 ] y:) ly fg} Javadi hill d rock
S Ilupccs l 65,000, Ilead ofcnttlc 29,202, ower spurs of the Javadi hillsandroc Yy
R AP range near Vanicmbady. - It is in fact the
northcrn and hxll) cxtrcxmt} of thc Trinomallay country. - An afllucnt, the Secyar,
watérs the upper part of the talook.” Near the hills the country present a hilly and
. rocky aspect ; much of the centre and southern arca of the talook consists, to a great
_extent, of high, open, uncultivated tracts, with mtctv ning low slips of cultivation.
" As ~yet. the rivers dp ver) little for the country; the cultivation is mainly
dcp ‘ndent on rain-fall to fill the tanks. These are, .with fewer exceptions than
usual small and sha]low, and aro rarcly well filled. : .
. 2. RAIN-FALL AND WATER SUPPLY.—
N Averago rain-fall - . Tho carelessness in keeping the Rain
Somws ,%:lfcgfjg’g;jééz Fetateer | 1 Gauge at the Polur Talook Office has
R 8010 et ' mcndercd; the official register of the
— : year entirely useless. Itis shewn in
) . ' Inches. Inches. tl . d ..
1. April ~ 446 he margin, and carries its own refuta-
2. May... .| . 2355 214 | tion. Sevenand aquarter (7-22) inches
:1 :;1;?; | 129:;(7;‘ e are. cntcrcq against August and G-2
5. Aungust ... 4797 722 -inches against October, a fall which
6. September ... - 4121 2 . d -
7 opuems 53 Ga wogld prol{abl) have sgfﬁccd to fill
8. November ... 5799 1-2 every tank in the talook, to send full
9. December 2:035 weeee | floods down its rivers. zmd strcams, and
10. January .. 443 v !
_ 11. February ... 202 | ... - given ono of the most flourishing scasons
- w2, March ] S e on record.  The villageaccounts, Low- -
Total.. | 50533 19-63 ever, afford the means of corrceting these
blunders. These have been very care-
. » fully examined and compared by me;
The village registration by Shari (on the prin- and the result confirms the representa-
~ciple of registering the penetrating effect of _txons of the pcoplc that the rain-fall of -
_the rain) is suficiently accurate for - practical the .
purpo~cs and for comparison over a series of . 1 ycar, \cr) pax'tlal and irregular in
N yea.rs'i‘a a very use(l;tg~ statcinent : ";'1ts. dlstnbutxon, was not onc-fourth of
B.—The Range Officer, Mr. Devan, states” . ; . we
that his obscrmhons at the Cheyar anicut the fall of 'Ordl.nar_y years: There has .
led him to the conviction that not more than - D€CN MO rain since carly in November.
oue- ewhth of the usual rain-fall took plaze.  The Cheyar and its affluent tho Seeyar
i had two small onc-cighth freshes in Scp-
R tcmber and Octoler from rain which fellin tho Javadi hills; but the fall through-
, o 7. out in the low country was most insignificant, and not sufﬁcmnt to supply more than
3 * -two montha water to_ the most favorably situated tanks. The cultivation of the
R : 7 ‘ ] talook is carried on under 257 tanks. .
‘ T:mks .o .o s 0 237 Tl f -l f L
A Spring channels ... n - The failuro of rain has affected theso
: River  do. - 27 most seriously. A large proportion re-
L Small anicuts 11 : ‘
‘ 3 Wells o 844 ceived no’ water at all, and: tho rest
g i got but onc and two wndhths' water in
; . R :
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i’roccedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
' 3rd February 1868. S
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{ irrcgular dribblets at a time. Nonc filled. Tho large Polur tank, which usually
‘{ receives a twelvo months’ supply, got about two and a half months’ water by
; extraordinary exertions of the people in arresting part of the very small freshes |

" in the Cheyar and Manjelar rivers.

It has been dry for a month already. Tho!

LA
%

‘. Mandicollatur tank got ‘‘ two months’ * water also from the Cheyar. Theo A]Iiabad?’ 4

{ tank, which should bo supplied by the new anicut on the Scoyar, at Padivedu, |
- remained absolutely dry, and the Vellur tank received o_n}y two months’ water from!
. the anicut. " Thus the most fa{'orably situated tinks got no sufficient’ supply to

* commence early agriculture, or to carry cven a contracted area of the first crops to’ i
" maturity.  Much wet land was, therefore, broaght under dry crops, and the limited{ ~ 7 * -

. rice, cholum, &e., cultivation on wet land has Deen mainly dependent on wells!
. throughout the season, and is now absolutely so. A very small yicld has _bocﬁ'tho?.‘

. - . . L ).
‘ conscquence, and over a considerable area tho crop has withered (Shari). The'
. . ) {

" N. B.—The people estimate that one man will
distribute_ water and weed a cawny ; whereas
at least three or four are required for the

> picotta with the deep lift that now prevails. -

tained for much of the unavoidably !

and cost of production has been l:ir/gcly ’

N ’ X h
i

wells are failing, and fears are entef

o

..

¢

late sowings. The agricultural labor; . :-

EEEY *

o -~ - 1increased. » R

| Holdings of .| Untilled Estimated 3 CvLmvatioy.—The
Farmers. !in 1867 (Shavi) with-| obligations ‘entered into by i -

, : ered erops in | ¢}0 o0 rs is sh R

3 In 1866.|In 1867.] Area. |Percent.| December. . Crs 18 5 ewf’ n the;“

i : ‘ margin as they appear from v

8 Cawnies. | Cawnies. | Cawnies. o E the accounts. False expec- .

.| Dry. {27,169 "1 31,185 | 3,235 1 . o o

H{Wet. [ 13,815 15,950 | 3'848 | 278 510y tations led, as usual, to al.

! —_— - — ' large area being undertaken j: -

|| Total 111,017 [47,135 | 7,108 |.150 of which, however, fiftoms .«

[ (Turras), viz., 278 per cent. of thé wet land and 12 per cent.of dry lands. © Of the

- wet lands from onesthird to one-half seems to have been put under inferior dry crops, |- .-
iinstead of rice, from want of water, and the whole cultivation was thrown late. Thoi

. . extent of withered crop (Shavi) already declared is about 3,500 cawnies of the wet |-
-lands, that ondry landshas not yet been ascertained. The standing crops are poor,

*and in many parts sickly. A very limited area has been brought under second crop, {
+as tho tanks are dry and wells low or failing. The highest out-turn declared of rico

,i‘iwoportion. Ragzy sdbwn on wet lands suffered by blight, and 1is’ alleged to have 2
vvielded less than a fourth crop. Tho out-turn of the crops on dry lands has been {
,{ very indifferent.  Of Cumboo and Cholum the average yield was from one-cizhth to |
Eq{w-fourth, the crop of ordinary ecasons. "Waragu failed crih'rélyl in the sck)'uihcb'n
'part of the talook, "and clsewhiere produced about one-eighth to. one-fourth ' cr"np.',.
: Castor-oil will give a very small out-turn, and gram has . failed catirely. . Sami iy -
{notlargely cultivated in this talook, but has given a very poor outetury.” - . f
!
(

————

4. CATILE AND rapy STOCE.—Theweattls are, on the whole, healthy, but there

B
1
.
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per cent. was not t.illc'di

Uis one-half thie usual crop in favorable localitics. In most villages it is. alleged to e
:have been much less.  Cholum and ‘Waragu sown in wet lands yielded the same i -

[N . é
e

‘are indications of incipient disease of g milder form /Komny. The stocks of 3.

\ - .
{ B
» .

fodderare very low, and the people do no? estimate them at more than sufficient for |

‘v -~ e catek L.
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. one month or six “wecks.

Proceedings of' the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
’ 3rd February 1868, = = - e

| The pasture «cven on the hills is parched and scarce.
Tanks are dry, wells and water holes very low, and Lill streams failing. The culti-

- vators are therefqre naturally anxious on tho score of their farm-stock,” and ‘ tho
- prospects are gloomy, unless rain fall. - I have allotted 1,000 Rupees to,the purposo

of clearing wells, and improving hill-water holes, and the like. Expenditure in

. providing water in the Polur hills and jungles will also afford relief for tho cattlo

of the Trinomalay talook- of South Arcot, for large numbers of tho latter aro
turned out to graze during the hot weather in these forests.

‘5. Prices.—The stocks of grain in Polur, notwith"stand.ing the fino harvest of

last year, are, I fear, very small. . There hasbeen a'hchvy drain on this talook for
- the past two months towards the Vellore market, and Arcot and Vellore Railway

stations, leading to a reduction - of
stocks which the ryots arc now greatly
_regretting.  But prices continue sin-
“gularly stecady, as the market rates at
Polur, as shewn in tho margin, (if

3rd week in l 3rd week in
* Dec. 1867. lJauuax'y 1868.F

Per Madras Garce.

S : - Rs. . BS. ~accurate, on which point I am not quito

; 2nd eort rice. .33 51 clear,) would indicate. There are, of

.1 Raggy - ... |- 206 . 249 . ’ h . arc
course, no rail-borne importations to

Cumboo™ ... | 200 225
- — . Polur, and a rapid risc is anticipated.

6. LABOR AND CONDITION OF THE ProrLe.—The population of the Polur

| talook is almost entirely agricultural, and comparatively impoverished. There

are no manufactures of any importance, and ‘only one centre of trade (Polur town).

- For years (last year excepted) the scasons have been thoroughly bad, and this talook

suffercd excessively during the famine year, from the effects of which it has hardly
yet recovered. The condition of its tanks and channelsis bad, and a largo
proportion of them are so seriously outof repair as torequire partial -re-construction,

In afewlarge villages, such as Polur, Vellur, Alliabad, }Iandicollgtur,.and Pelasur,
~ &c., a few of the landed proprictors are in'a condition to live on rents (Waruin),

and in theso villages about three-fourths of the lapd 1sin the hands of a peasant
tenantry, with whom the Puttahdars divide equally the produce. But through-

" -out the talook. the bulk of tho _cultivators are laboring peasantry with

little capital, -and “living from year to year on tho produce of their small

"holdings. On all. these and on- tho peasant tenantry, t/l.xe‘dlsasters/ of the
scason must tell ‘severely, and as the scason advances many” will probably be,

indeed they are now, sccking wages.. Agricultural employment (watering and

weeding crops, &e.,) is gradually ceasing, and  the supply of labor on works now in
. o S - A .

~ progress from unexpended balances isin-

: . » B Gr?do creasing. Isubmit a budget of works to .
- gm.nm:fmcmons 18,121 be undertaken as emergency dovelopes
rrigation | 0es oy oo Myl . I = :
Miscellancous .. ... ; o 10N itselfe The “work, lowever, which

. -~ - -will sceure comparativo prosperity in
this sorely-neglected talook; is the anicut across the Cheyaur at Mambakum,

- alrcady “surveyed and estimated for. - It is estimated that upwards of cighty

o . o 11 s* in this talook (exclusiv f
" *N. B.—No, cf villages in the Talook £26. villages* in this talook (exclusive o

the villages to bo watered.in the Wan--

. - g —————- -
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. { people of Polur,

C i ; repeat, happily in modified terms anuch that has been said rc"ardmg the condition
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dewashand Trinomallay (South Arcot)taléoks) will come at onceunderits influcneg

and sccure or yicld an additional annual revenue of 30,000 Rupees.  This work i 19.
" absolutely indispensable.  We must no longer exposo the pcoplo to tho recurrence

. of such disasters as that of 1866 and the risk which this scasonis likely to produce. |
_ The losses to the people and the State of thesc two scasons would more than
\ coser the contemplated espenditure. I recommend that this work bo pressed
¢ forward by every meaus within the power of Government.  “The collection of
materials and laying the foundation of the anicut would give suitablo cemployment "
at this scason. Tanks to which the water will flow are in a great measure ascer-
! tained, and espenditure on these is but an instalment of the indisponsable outlay
> on tllla all-important work. In submitting the estimates for tanks to be repaired, I
havo kept this in view, and, if the nced arise, this outlay may bo increased with

«

( permanent benefit. - ’ -,
; 7. Apvs Houvses—I agree with tho local ofticers that there 1s no nmmcdxato !

! necessity for opening relief houses in this talook; but I think that the necessity
. will soon arise. In the meantime, thc local of'ﬁcors arc cqrcfully observing tho
. condition of the indigent poor ; and I have urged on the Revedue and Villago
} officers the duty of specially watching infant lifo amongst this class. For in times
of distress in India the crop of 1nfant~lec of the year and often of scveral prm ious
scasons, withers away amongst the poor almost unobserved, o
8. WANDEWAsf TALOOI\ —I have not been able to examine tho W andewash
Arca 412 squarc-miles.' Populahon 133,932. + talook, but my 4\bsxsfanf, Ml-" LCO. War-
\ (825 to the square-mile). Hecadof cattle her, has alrcady procceded  thither ;
';) 55,853. Taxes raised in 1860, Rupca and Iha\ebccn in personal communi-
v 3,01,000. ‘ .
: cation with Mr. Comyn and the R’mgo
! officer. Tho talook is gencrally a prosperous one, and its population, as a body, is
} more wealthy and flourishing. There is not, therefore, such urgent necessity for
remedial measures. There has*.cen a very deficient rain- -fall, though not quito
Lt the same extent as in Polur; and some tanks reccived water from the Cheyar -

.-

e+ ——— —— ————— e . -

anicut. I submit the. budget of works
\ ) R3. ' R :
| Communication.. . 3000 '© be andertaken or supplemented from é
.} Irrigation we e e w 7,625 special funds, which will cmploy the ¥
.‘ MlSCCl]ﬁnCOOS see .0.0 L) XY 500 lndlwcnt poor as cmcrq-cx‘c}- arlsc ;
6 - - - . Several of the works arc alrcad) m‘_f
{ : Lo . | - N hand o

9. VELDOP.E TALoox.—éTllc Acting Sub- Collcctor and m)'~clf have made a
“carcful xncpcctlou of the Vellore talook,
which isin general a very prosperous
onc, and of which thei irrigation is good.

\

(

" Area "68 square-miles, Populntxon 148,412 (5 34 ‘ 1
;

But during this ‘scason it. has suﬂ'crcdg

to the equare-mile).” Tlead of cattle 50 136.
- Taxes raised in 1866, Rupees 2,04, 000

in.common with other parts of tho d:atnct althouf'h we think in a less degreo
- than the adjoining talooks of Gudiattum and Pqur.

4‘ Its population is certainly
. far more ‘able to bear any coming’

prcssurc than ‘will be the case with tho
I do not propose here to enter into ‘any details, as I could but |

i of talooks “hose losses. bave had to be placcd morc prommently undcr the notico !

- . “.‘ L R " A . )
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.o I’rocee(lmfrs of the Madras Government, Revenue I)epartmen! N
L Ll - - 3rd February 1568,
e -fof.Govemmcnt ‘Woe havo carcfully ascertained in which parts of the talook distress

' ‘ - is most likely to arise, which will bo in the far western corner, and in the ncigh-
| N - bourhood of the Vaniembady ghaut,.

| , * hicalth is good, and the farm- stock 1is still
~ ‘freo from dxmasc but the stocl\s of fodder and pasture, as clsewhere, are of course
- low and very qC'ml‘,y Prices I\ec') at a reasonable figure, and the bazaarsat Vellore

_continue well supphed The Acting Sub-Collector and mysclf have taken ful]

e - Inotesof our inquiry, and should more dctaxlcd information be rcquxred itcan casily -
R - ' be supplied

;,‘z : P 10, WarLasamaxo Arcor Tarooks.—I purpose leaving the talooks oqulhph
. ' :‘and Arcot, in which no emergency has arisen, entirely to the local officers, under
- .7 U%iwhose immediate cye they are, asl COHSIdOI' that my timo may now be more

3 .o ady antagcously employed clscwhero

E ' ol 11.  Cruste.—There has been no increase’of crime in any part of the district.
| . S0 180 The Iast reports from Kungundi are very unfavorable ; and Mr, Wilkinson
l:'! T ‘ . has proceecided” tlnther with money, which I have dmwn from the (xc.xcml Famine
' telief - Funds, in case he should find it ')cccmn'v to establish nheflmuscs at

‘-, ward on the (,oopam and Kristnapuran section of the Venkatagiricotta road.

’ tion, and the works arc going forward ; tlnt tho cattle Locp hmlth) on the \\ho]o,
: ' .. rund that he s procceding to Punganur.,
R £ )
' the Jammabund) of the Gudnttum talook to hun as Lis acqu'uutancc with xta
circuinstances is complete. K o
15. The following shews the total amount of tho bud"cts subxmt{cd by me.’

- g

" exception of the Arcot and Wallaph talooks, where notbuw cmcr«*cnt will arise

. -'for a time, if at all :— . . Ls.
! RS Palmanair, with the Zemindaries of Punganur and Rungundi... 14,160
\ L Chcndn('hcrry with the Zemindarics of Calastry and Larth- _
‘ R nuggur .. N e .. 9,874
-. .Chittoor ... 8,945
.-' Gudiattum ... ... . e - 20,060
. Polur... e e 2 25,621
" Wandewash ... : - 11,125 .
Yellore 9179
. Total... 99,264
el 16.  Of these, the Palmanair and Gudiattum works have bccn put in hand.
T _'\f\, . f In Polur, works to the extent of 10,000 Rupces will immediately go- forward, zmd

5,000 Rupces of works in Chcndra"hcrn and Vellore and Wandewash respeetively, -

'I‘Ixo Collector has selected the works in the order of thexr importance, and with_

reference to local cxrcumctfmcos

o1 Warraay, (Swncd) W. ROBINSON,
- e 22nd Jammrr( 1868 Actmg 3rd .Member of the Board of Rczcnuc. .
I/ T .. . - L e e

. : .
-, < e T : - R

L R o oy T 3. - Ve have prepared ‘a budget. of works . |
» :Communication ... .. ... . - 2,000 . . :
- Irrization " 6670 which will afford employment to the
*“Miscellunecus ... .. .. L 500 indigent poor of those localitics. Public

1 ‘onco at Coopam and Kristnapuram. Op:rations are already beiny pushed for-

13. Mr. Gibson rcpmt; from Palmanair that the people are stiliin fair condi- '

Mr. Comyn has returned to his division, aud the Concctor has transferred l

It comprises the allotments from special funds for the whole distriet, with the .

i

)
'
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1 K Proceedings of the Madras Gocvernment, Revenue Department, )
Al " 3rd February 1868. ‘ . /'
1. & ‘ j
It T p. S.;Rcfcrring'fo G. 0., No. 178, d:ttcd 22nd instant, I may add that the _ :
¥ I works selected for North Arcot District are expansive.  Tho allotinents for commu- - .
[ 1 ro , : ) N
;i” 1 nications are partial, and may be extended on the samo works as lemcrr gency ;f\
, ¢ arises. The irrigation and miscellancous works: adoptcd are works to which partial S )
L; ! allotments can be made, and can be extended, or thero aro other works of the same 7 i
R l kind arranged for in the same ncighbourhoods to which further grants may bo 1
i-":‘ : l applicd. Further budgcts are cut out. ' E
e 23rd Janvary 18G68. ‘ ‘ . .
! R —— b
,‘ B - . : \d - : : ' { X
91 No. 58. Oxprr TirRroN, 3rd February 1868, No. 308. o
IR : 1. The Government aro glad to o
b Miscellaneous. “learn from the feregoing report that, , o
" ; ) cxcept possibly in the I\un"undx Zcmm-
i
T dari, no immediate necessity cxists anywhere for establishing a system of relicf ’ ;
i b) alms-giving in the North Arcot District, and that there bus been no increase in fob g :
s P
s _ crime consequent on distress, ' ‘T ' ' -1 ‘
! 2. They approve and sanction the arla'\"onwnts \Ir ‘Robinson has made Py _ / |
: ; for giving employment to.the laboring poor and concur with him in thmkm" that | Jia
' his attention may now be turned to tlxc; ad]mmug districts, } : ‘ -
3. The question of pressing forward tho Mambakum -anicut schemo will Lo ; ! .,
) } i considered in the Department Public Works. The Government are aware that its : | Jr
'! ' probable cffcct on irrigation works alrcady existing on the same river nceds to bo o ‘ 1 .
- carcfully scrutmlzcd : . ' 9 { S
* ’ Y . ; ‘( i 2/\/
| (True Extract.) . f ; /
] | Swncd) W. IIUDLP STON, i ‘ :
' 3 ) C ' becrelary lo Gazemwent. oy
] - = ;
{ . L _
. ,’ ) . !. .
] . |
) - < :
T ' S
g . To W. Robinson, Esq. ST . o : o | ~. . "/ m £
N I o ,» the Pablic Works Department.. _ v 4 ~ o A . :
‘ ‘ . "y the Accountant Genera), - * . : . o , N o . .
: ‘ , © = s the Doard of Revenue. T T e ‘ . . é(
1 . ' » the Collector of North Arcot. : : . | - . R ® | RE o . )
_fl .- the Famine Relief Committce, . _ v o N e : /m-
5 - »» the Editors’ Table, o S | - : S . €
i) . : .o - ) : N . N { i . - - -
9 : y -3 { /-‘ /
. o : o o ~
;" © . ExdS.T. Avgustin, n o . e o Aren
} ! , ' . ‘ s .
{ | . i 2 _ : 77 Lt rre
. AN
: - . ‘. S
%: . ; : 1 M—zJé- - Beeol
T e - B e e
"' A N .A“ Lt ¢\ ) R : _ - R . ‘f""' . ., /{ .
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