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No. 398.  Read the fdilOWin‘g_Proceeding's of the Board of Revenue, dated Srd
A SR o November 1868, No. 7,816:—

Read the fol’l_gwi;;g“l_et’wrjfrom th,é A ng Collector of North Arcot, to the Acting
Secretary to the Board of wae, dated Chittoor, 23rd October 1868,

No, o380 % '
1. Adverting to Proce o Board, dated 15th instant, No. 7,399, [have
the honor to state ation of my remark, that ¢ on the whole the state of the
“ istrict is worsd'than it was at the same period lust year, and its prospects depend
 entirely u fayorableness or otherwise of the approaching monsoon ;” that
~ a failure of this monsoon, similar to what oceurred last year, would find this dis-
* trict less prepared to contend, during next year,against the evil results of such fail-
 ure than it was to contend, during this year, against the results of last year’s failure

' of the corresponding monsoon. it 238,

9. I mean that the stocks of grain ¢ r, and the resources of the people
s that the cultivation, owing dency of water-supply, is as backward
ponding period of last year, and, conscquently, that the actual

of the district is, on the wh e, 50 much worse that, should this monsoon
dso fa , large and liberal, as has been the assistance rendered this year by the
. Qthwnt, theywxll find it necessary to a;ﬁ,'o;_d’ still more assistance next year.

I do not suppose that, under any circumstances, there could be an absolute
s food-famine in this district with its exceptionally good rail and road com-
" munications; but I am gatisfied that from a series of bad seasons, and consequén‘f.
~ ghort production, the resources of the bulk of the people are at so lowan ebb that
without largely increased local production, very ‘considerable State aid would be’
necessary to enable the poorer classes to supply themselves with a sufficiency of
. imported food.

3

4. Ttis to be hoped that the sufficiency of the coming monsoon will avert a
crisis, and go far to restore the equilibrium of the district, in which event I antici-
pate that no special measures will be necessary.

5. And if the monsoon should prove insufficient there is no reason to appre-
hend any catastrophe so long as the Collector’s staff is sufficiently increased to keep
him reliably informed of the condition of all parts of the district, and so long as he
is entrusted with similarly extensive powers to those which he at present pos;ssgs

Mge. Acxew having remarked in his Season Report that the district was now
in a worse state than at the same period last year, and having repeated the 0],;0“»« 1
tion in his letter of the 8th October, submitted to Government in Board’s I’L';)cc(“(ll
ings, dated 23rd October 1868, No. 7,586, the Board called on him to explain th;-
meaning of the expression, as, from the prominence given to it, they were of opinion
that some unfavorable state of affairs must have been in Mr. Agnew’s mind beyond
what the bare words expressed. i e

2. They learn, however, from the letter recorded above, that Mr. Agnew in-
tended to imply no more than the simple fact that, after a disastrous scason, the
district is in a worse state than it was before it. !




Praceedmg: qf the Madms Gwmment, Revenue Department,

Mﬂ: November 1868.
3. The rain-fall in comparison
e 1867, 11868, ' with thet of Iast year is shown in the
Jamuary ..., . | 037 | 230 | margin, and the result is greatly in
ﬁil::hary ......... . i ‘())'gg 3 S _ fﬁ?ﬂl of the present season.
........................... 019 2}% :V‘; 4 The progress Of the north-

1:05 1f10,_-3'1_':!j" @gonmll of course, be care-
52 | 3.0 | fully watched, but up to this point :
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; No, 399. O‘nnxx THEREON, 24th November 1868, No. 2930 g
llweellmem - ! : Ordemd to be recorded. J .
: (True Extract). A
(Signed) F. BRANDT»
3 Under Secretary to
s - : 7”’--’“—'*«*-‘“.-—“'\..*,_ ol oo

- Tothe quRévenue. _
e A w&

Exd. F. R. Bantleman.
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Novemeer 1868, No. 7,816.
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