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No. 275. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 7th
October 1868, No. 7,146 :—

Read the following letter from G. BIDIE, Esq., m. p., Honorary Secretary to the
Agri-Horticultural Society, to the Acting Secretary to the Board of
Revenue, dated 18th August 1868, No. 357.

T have the honor to inform you that the Committee of the Society had before
them, at their last meeting, a letter recommending the experimental culture of
New Zealand flax, (Phormium tenax) on some of our lower hill ranges. The plant
has been tried in the Government Gardens at Ootacamund, and found to thrive
well, and there is every reason to believe that it will do the same at places of lower
elevation. The Committee think, therefore, it would be a great acquisition to coffee
planters for cultivation in land in which the coffee has died out, and beg the Board
will ask the Government to have plants distributed from the Ootacamund Gardens
for trial at Manantoddy and on the Shervaroys and Pulneys. It seems also desira-
ble that a moderate supply of seed should be got direct from New Zealand for
distribution in various quarters, and the Committee trust the Board will kindly take
steps for its being brought over at an early date. They are also anxious to get
reliable information regarding a machine for cleaning the fibre of the plant, recently
invented by the Revd. Mr. Purchas, of New Zealand. It is said to be most
efficient, and to be equally suitable for cleaning the fibre of aloe, pine-apple, plan-
tain, &e., and, if so, its introduction intn Tndia wanld bo a groat public henefit.
The Committee, therefore, take the liberty of recommending that the Government
may be asked to procure reliable information regarding the success, capabilities, and

- cost of the machine. The fibre of the Phormium is equal in general qualities and
superior in strength to European flax, and the plant is remarkably hardy, and
promises to be very easily cultivated. Trusting the Board will give due considera-

~ tion to the above requests, I have, &e.

ey

SupMITTED to Government, with the Board’s recommendation that the Superin-
tendent of the Government Gardens at Qotacamund be instructed to place at the
disposal of the Agri-Horticultural Society as many plants of the Phormium tenax
(New Zealand flax) as he can spare, and to adopt measures for its further pro-

" pagation,

2. It is also very desirable that application be made to the Government of
New Zealand for supplies of seeds of this flax, and for a specimen of the fibre-cleaning
machine referred to in the above letter, provided it has been found to answer,
together with information of its capabilities, cost, &e.

No. 276. OrpER THEREON, 14th November 1868, No. 2,869.

|mm—'l 1. Ordered to be communicated to
the Superintendent of the Government
Gardens at Ootacamund, with insirua-

tions to attend to the Board’s request in paragraph 1 of their Proceedings,
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 Acting Secretary to Government.

(Signed) R. A DALYELL,

' the Board’s Proceedings.

iﬁovemment, Revenue Department,

he Madr

14| 23,2

N,w.. . %gl _Jnxv_ M et 2

£ | 23
m \

th

, Wi

o

2 O

Procecdings o ¢

RS
v%#
e

¥
x
3

Fxd. S. T. Angustin.




alof Agui - Rorks.




-

B o S— {il‘lllll)\ilj'llﬂ‘ll ———
i 2 3 e o ﬂ
. g y fa P

\..N i 74 o /




	Image00024
	Image00025
	Image00026
	Image00027
	Image00028

