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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, e
: 9th October 1868. -
W
No. 181. Read the following letter from the Officiating Under Secretary to the
Government of India, Foreign Department, (Revenue,) to the Acting
Under Secretary to the Gpvernment of Fort 8t. George, dated Simla,
215t September, 1868, No. 307 :—

1. 1 havethe honor toenclose a translation of a petition from certain inhabits
ants of the Dharampuram T«f0ok, in the Coimbatore Diétridt; “and to request that
the Madras Government will favor His Excellency in Council with its opinion on
the representations made therein to the Government of India. " B

9. His Excellency in Council is desirous of being informed whether there is
reason to believe that the petition represents the feclings of any" considerable or
influential portion of the community in regard to taxation.

Petition from VEN CATACHELLUM PILLAY and others, to His Excellency Sir JOHN
LAWRENCE, Viceroy and Governor General of India, dated 16th December 1867.
Petition respectfully presented by the undersigned inhabitants of Dharampuram Talook, Zillah
Coimbatore, of the Madras Presidency. Misass b2
That they continued to enjoy the Nunjah Tnam lands gituated in their village, granted to them

rent free by the former Rajahs ; that in the reign of Hyder and Tippoo the said lands were continued
to them free of half rent, and since the gettlement of the English Government tgg said half rent free
Jands became attached by them, and one-éighth tirwa was levied on the remaining balf; that they con-
tinued paying the tirwa till 1861 for the ejoyment of the lands; that when the Inam Commission was
established in 1862, the Commissioner proposed a tirwa at the rate of one-fourth and a half, which
was sanctioned accordingly by Government, and puttahsissued to parties by the gaid Commissioner ;
that meanwhile the road cess at the rate of half an Auna per Rupee was introduced, but it was nob
known that that cess was to be levied on the amount of tirwa .prpi:oduc‘e’, and that a.dditidnal taxes
under Act VIL, of 1865 for the supply of water and for the repai 'ﬁub;lig, iitﬁ!ks W’s_ré also imposed
on them. ' ' T R e T ORI e & e AT el
That the Range Oﬁ&r in charge of the Engineering Depa went erected fresh sluices to sup- :

ply water to the karai lands ; that he having failed in his .aatitempt‘g;vaij»plicaﬁpnﬁvu’m‘&de to Govern-

ment for permission to irrigate their lands as usual ; and that Government, no doubt, are aware is
 that the Range Officer expended a large sum of money on the consbruction of the said sluices, but

no final orders have been passed on the subject. The talook authorities then pn@posed that the loss :

incurred by the failure of the Range Officer in constructing sluices for their karai lands should be

made good by local taxation, and it would be but reasonable that the loss so incurred should be com-
. pensated for by the Range Officer, Mr. Webben. [ e S T /o Aol B

' That if they are even granted Inam lands rent free in value ten tim

\d it very hard to pay the taxes levied on them.

‘That the road ccss is being coll at the rate of ha
Offcers.

That, a8 projg
charged to those who fal

opdsedby other :

sed by another Officer, an Ameen has been appointed to collect ta.ies, inter eSt being

| to pay their taxes by 10 4. M. on the 30th of every month.
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That in the matter of stamps and registration they sustain both loss of money and labor, which
18'a great injustice.
That it has been proposed by another Officer, who was specially appointed to frame Acts, that

the Revenue, Police, Military, and other establishments should be paid by local taxation ; and that

having had no'regular rains for the last twelve years, they have suffered great distress by the failure
of Punjah and other CrOpg. - -t

That instead of imposing tzi?es on lands assessed »avt' one-fourth and half tirwas, it would be
better if they were assessed at full tirwa,- S L

Moreover,, they do not wish to hold the nominal ‘enjoj?x}gnf of Inams under the British
Gavernment, A T e e T

That in the abolition of land eustoms the inhabitants of the;ébuntry gr{:aﬂy rejoiced to. see the
justice of the Government, and that, although immediately afterwards the tirwa on salt was raised,

it was not felt by them,

That being heavily taxed on all sides, they are unable to pbint out what tax they would wish o

be exempted from ; that if Government choose, they may take possession of their lands and send
them elsewhere to earn their livelihood.

That it was not in accordance with Justice for Government to abolish the customs tax, which
yields yearly four lakhs of Rupees, and impose taxes which only tend to ruin them,

That it would be consistent with Justice on the part of any Government to assess only one tirwa
on lands.

That they have now is,id all their troubles and grievances before a Government possessed with

high authorities. ‘ 4
(Signed) VENCATACHELLUM PILLAY,

{4 .) PASUPATHY PILLAY, and others.

e A a1 (Tmo@opy.) W
(Signed) €. MACLEOD,
Ii’cgi;trar, Foreign Depar(menl.
No. 182, Orper THEREON, 9th October, 1868, No. 2,606.
: o : Forwarded to the Board of Revenu-
Miscellaneous. R
for early report, :

(True Extract.)
(Signed) R. A. DALYELL,
Acting Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenne.

Exd. F. B. Bantleman.
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