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P ”Obéz’diﬁgs of t/zé‘Ma’dms" Governmenty, Revenuc Depaﬂménl, :
C e T 1Tt September 1868, - = L
No, 229, - Read Proceedings of Government, dated 21st September 1867, -

CE ; No.2,215:— . . - -
Read also the following letter from the Officiating Inam Commissioner, to tlié»A{ctinQ
" .. Becretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort St. Geoi'gc?, dated .
.- Madras, 20th August 1868, No. 48. ' N o

* 1’1 I have the honor to make the following report, With'refercnce to the Qrder.

of Government, dated 21st September 1867, No, 2,215. - - !

2. When the settlement of Hissa Shotriems in the District of Salem was |
conducted by this department, theo right to jungles was not reserved on account of
Government. In cases where the Hissa Inamdars consented to take up thé entirc -
village on Kayam Jodi tenure.on the, terms. proposed by this department, the
villages were made over to them to be held in the same manner as any of the fixed
Jodi villages in the district. . | S ' o

.

3. Ishould mention that the extract fro§m Buchanan’s J ourney through Mysore

&e., quoted by Dr. Cleghorn, does not apply toHissa villages, but to Dasabhandam and Lx
Fort Inams, ' s L - .

L \

' 4. The Hissa villages in the District of Salem were all at one time Inam @ -
villages held rent free, or subject to a small quit-rent. They were resumed by
Tippu in 1784, but were continued by his subordinates on a light assessment. When '
the country came into the possession of the British Government, Colonel -Read
confirmed them on Hissa tenure, - o o '

Il
i

9. Oneof the old Sanads, under wlﬁiéh the presén% Hissa village's‘wex"e fdrmerly: ‘
held as Inams, is forthcoming, and it grantsall lands within the limits of the village,
and_contains no reservation of the jungles. o i S *

>
"

6. Neither were the jungles' reserved when the Hissa tenure was created.
Whenever any profits were realized from the salo of timber, wax, honey, and-other
jungle products, the Inamdars were allowed their: share in them. . This revenue
from jungles was, however, but seldom -raised. The Jjungle lands were also often
cleared and cultivated subsequently to the creation of the Hissa tenure, and the
Inamdars cnjoyed their Hissa on such newly cultivated lands exactly as on'any other

“portion of the Shotriem. - |

- 7. It would, however, appear that the Inamdars were not allowed by our
Government, (it is not possible to ‘ascertain what the provious practice was;) to
share in the revenue that accrued from Sandal wood trees, which were rented out by -
Government, not in separate, leases for the Hissa Shotriems, but in one general lease
for all the jungles in the talook, | U
. 8, Although there was no condition in the lease granted to the renter of the
Sandal wood trees, that he should give the Hissa Shotriemdars a share in the reve-
nue.derived from the wood cut by him in their villages, the renters 'ne‘véi;theless .
in some cascs appear to have paid to the Shotriemdars their Hissa under’ orders }
from the talook Revenue Authorities, . ' SRR BRI
‘ 9. For a long time, Sandal qud trees standi.ﬂg ;o'n‘Government Putta b_,g'wléll
as on Inam lands wero treated as Government property to the exclusion of the rights
of the holders of the lands, but when the question was prominently brought to the
notice of Government in 1867, they ruled in their Proceedings, dated 5th August .

s
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) 'Pro‘ceedings of the Madras Gobernmwt, Revenue Department,
- 17th September 1868.

1867, No. 1,797, that Sandal WQO‘(l'.trees\ standing on Inam and Putta lands éhould
not be interfered with by the Forest Department. LT

10.  Under the foregoing circumstances, the Government will observe that
- 'the Hissa Shotriemdars should be considered to have as much right to the revenue
- raised from Sandal wood as to any other ‘item of revenue raised in tho villagc, and
that if hitherto the Shotriemdars have not been allowed g share in the Sindal wood
" revenue, this has simply been owing to an irregularity similar to that corrected in
“the Order of Government above quoted. o - 1 -
11 Tt'appears to me, therefore, that there can be no doubt that Sandal wood
.in Hissa Shotriems is no more a royalty than it isin other Inam lands, It scems to bo
- equally certain that the Government are entitled to their Jod; of two-thirds on tho
- revenuo derived {rom the sale of Sandal wood as on any other revenue raised in
the village. Consequently, the only point requiring to be noticed is whetler tho
prospective revenue derivable from these trees has been taken into account in fix-
ng the permancnt quit-rent on the villages. o S
12.  On this point I h
. assets on'which the quit-rent was fixed, the prospective.revenue from the Sandal
~wood, or other jungle produce, was not taken into. a'ccount; The avcrzige of past
co[léctions for a definite period; with a small addition for prospective increase of
cultivation, formed the assets on which the settlement was made. This course was
proposed in paragraph 18 of tho general instructions, and was approved by Govern-
ment in their Order, dated 25th October 1861, the principle being the same ag that

~ adopted at the pormanent settlement of the Zemindarics in 1802,

13.  The Collector of the district, the Honorablo Mr, Arbutlinott,. by whom
- the proceedings of the Inam Deputy Collector were first reviewed under par,
* 3 of the Order of Government above quoted, approved of tho valuation m
this department, ~ It “does not appear to have occurred either to him or.to the
Inam Deputy Collector that the prospective valuo' of Sandal wood trecs should be
t@kep into account.” Lven had this idea occurred to any of the partics b}; whom
-the settlement was made, I do not think that the assets could haye booxfraisod by
any considerable amount. = = - ] - 4 .
4 14, - From Lieutenant Walker’s 'le’ptoxf to the Conscrvator of Forests, dated
30th August 1867, No. 99, it "appears that the Sandal wood trees begr no v’aluo‘ at
prosent, and he states that it is impossible to mak 0 of

agraph

ade by

. 156, According- to the Collector’s statem
~in which jungles exist to any large cxtent.
- Khandams allpttedmhcu.' In these villages the question of forest revenue of courso
docs not occur. In tlllcvromqulnng six villages the quit-rent charged is already
high, being nearly three-fourths of the average in’(_:omo of the Inam ]

. rec-fourths ) amdarg, and- the
mnargin left to the Inamdars is but small. - The annexed Statement shews tho averago

annual revenuc and quit-rent of the six Hissq villages enfranchised, together . with

~ the estimated.exténﬁ of the jungle land and its assessment, caleulated at the lowest
rate on cultivated land in the village, : k o

Six of them have been resumed and

16, At 'ﬁrsf;Iivas. of opinion that the quit

st Lw -rent should be increased with refer-
ence to the prospective revenue derivable fro

ave to state that-when this ﬂebartmcnt caleulated the -

© any estiri}ato of their futl_u'o value,
cnt, there are only twelve villages

m.the Sandal wood trees; but on a |

et

S e v o < e L

© Proceedings of the Madras deerhmen?, Rgve;jz‘l-e:. ljépdrt;n.e.nt,
L , o Tth September 1868,

* - re-consideration of the subjeét, I think that it isas impossible to estimate the-value -
© of these trees as it is undesirable to alter a. settlement finally concluded with the

Inamdars in view to obtaining a small increase of quit-rent.

_ 17.’: Licutenant Walker observes that it is not so much on account of the value -
of the trees that he puts forward his claim to the jungles as on account of the diffi-

culty of managing the surrounding forests, should the jungles in the Hissa” Shotriems

~ be made over to the Inamdars. The consideration of the difficulty of protecting

Jjungles on Government lands should not, I submit, in any way affect  the question
of the right of the Inamdars to the jungles on their own lands; and the difficulty

complained of by the Forest Department might be met by their taking the jungles -
-1in Ilissa villages on lease.” - < T :

18, In conclusion, I beg to state that I am of opinion that no alteration in the

scttlement. ;ready made . with the holders of Hissa villages should be now

attempted. The grounds on which I have formed this opinion are briefly as
follows :— ' Co S o -

w

* 1st.—The trees bear no valuo at present, and it is impossible, as Lieutenant

‘Walker admits, to make any cstimate of their present value with reference to the -

income eventually derivable from their sale, and to reduce the value to an annual

quit-rent. - . L

" 2ndly.—The cffect of any large addition to:the quit-rent would be to cancel
the enfranchisement, and leave'the villages on their former tenure, as the Inamdars
would not agree to any addition to the quit-rent, whlch is ah‘egdy high.

S y.—Any alferation' in._tho scttlement at this period would shake the confi-

dence of the Inamdars in the finality (_)f the'settl(.ement.

4#hly.—Tt is at Jeast doubtful whother the Government are competent to revise -

the scttlement in their own favor after tender and aéc_eptance. of Title Deeds.

Oxmm TnﬁnnON,'Nth September 1868; No. 2,403.

Forests, No. 5.

lands in Salem District, have always been considered a royalty. The right of the

" Shotriemdars would scem to extend o alk the land contained within the limits of -

their village irrespective of its being junglo or cultivated land. -

2. Apart from tho doubtful legality of the ﬁleasuré, it would be - contrary to

sound policy now to raise the quit-rent on a mere consideration of advantages which

the Shotriemdars may cventually reap from the sale of sandal wood, or of any oth'ep('

special produce of their estates. : '

3. - If in the sequel the Forest Department find'a diﬁiéulty in W&j'rking the rules

relative to sandal wood in the Government forests, owing to the contiguity of Shotri-

em jungles also containing sandal wood, the course might be follpﬁeq ‘wh'ich’i‘s sug.-.

1. The Governor in Council con-
curs in the opinion of the Officiating
Inam Commissioner that no sufficient =
. ground appears for assuming that sandal wood trees, growing on Hissa Shotriem -

- . .
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o Proceedmg-? qf the JlIadras Govemment Revenue Department,
o 17¢% September 1868.

L

_Forest Department should obtain such Shotnem Jungles on lease, and work thcm in
connectlon W1th the Government forests, - :

(True Extract )

(Slgned) R A DALYELL
Actmg Sccretary to Goaemmmi

To the Officiating Conservator of Foresis,

., the Officiating Inam Commissioner.
- ,, the Board of Revenue - .

- Exd. F, R. Bantleman,

‘ ‘ \
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