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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
27¢th January 1868.
No. 438. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 20th
December 1867, No. 8,216.

Read the following letter from C. W. READE, Esq., Collector and Special Agent,
to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Camp at Punrooty, 31st
October 1867, No. 188 i—

1. Referring to my letter of the 22nd August last, No. 218, reeorded in the
Board’s Procecdings of the 12th September, No. 5,861, I have the honor to state that
the meeting, appointed to take place as therein reported, was duly held at the village
of Dadapuram, within the limits of which the Vicravandy channel has its head;
but in the absence of Colonel Foord, it was found impossible to arrive at any final
result on the questions of difference which have arisen in conneection with the

recont works of improvement carried out b the French Government on plans and
I P

estimates approved and sanctioned by the Government of Madras, at the instance

of the Superintending Engineer of the division.

2. 1 do not propose here to enter into any elaborate discussion of the points
in issue between the Engineers of the respective Grovernments ; they involve so
\gineering science, that it is neither in my power, nor within
my province, to pronounce an opinion towards their solution, which, I conceive,
must be left to Colonel Foord in communication with the French Engineers, who
projected and carried out the works in strict conformity, it is contended, with the
plans and designs approved of on our side.

3. There is not the least desire, on the part of the French Government, to
over-reach us, or to take permanent advantage of any immediate results beneficial
to themselves, and they make no claims, and assert no pretensions, to aught else,
than their originally conceded and recognized rights. '

4. The Vieravandy channel was constructed in 1854-53, at the instance of

3 ‘ 4 B TS the English Government, and for the
D{‘fltgf(tl I%I;Elﬁlsg‘fsznfgé?mn’ vide No. 978, y.10fit of the agricultural interests of
i both territories, and it was agreed upon

entirely questions of er

by the two Governments, that the eost should be borne in the proportion of two-
thirds English, and one-third French, the like proportion of water being the allotted
share to be enjoyed by our respective ryots. The plan and eonstruction of the
work was left entirely to us, and the French never interfered, expressing their
perfect confidence that their rights and claims would be faithfully enforced.

5. DBut almost over since the completion of the works in 1835, the supply of
water to the French tanks down the main channel, bas not been what it was antici-
pated, or what the French considered they were entitled to; and the disappoint-

" ment has been the subject of frequent complaint for many consecutive years, during =
which, the French Government have frequently urged their claims in view to
remedy, and at length, under the authority of Government, (vide Proceedings 26th
October 1865, No. 3,230,) their proposals for altering the level of the channel, and
for other improvements, were finally acvepted and approved by the Superintending
Engineer, who submitted the same, with all the plans and estimates, together with
il papers will be found recorded in the Government

his report; and these severs
Proceedings, Public Works Department, under date the 6th August 1866, with the

Orders of the same date, No. 2,464.
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6. From the above papers, and fro i
onsead s m the Minutes of Consultati N
o ligth) 0Auglﬁl.st 1854, alre.ady quoted in paragraph 4, Goverm(x)lr;’ntl\ ;;1?1)59
g rightsli :sesuon o_f the. lus.tory of this channel, and of the French and
o ;erintendin E(lz]c::?nectmn with 11': ; and I have thought it better to leave t arlll
7 et apgarentcdlxlger to explal.n the circumstances under which ‘le A
amage to English interests, by the recent works 1;1 't lf rs ha:l;
rojected an

carried out on plans appr

ERce pproved by Colonel F i

primarily to benefit : oord himself, and whi¢ »
) y French lnterests’ were, of course, ) which, though

7. There is nothing, I believe, whicl
el - » Which may not be \
Frel\::: dtehs(i):egilhat]‘,) ::Zl]:]g 11:10t W%thout som)e dimcu?:;’tlb:lﬁlfte;igﬁll?r'lel st
e e S(()m 'a:lvznt the rfesult of the present m;nszzlx?]'].b tTho
R S e A v::m;,‘ , that a single season might not, after il u ﬁ', (Zf
A ey énf]c ;) the new works on our interest’s that;l 5 O;
and, therefore, it is, I tll)‘ —en o English tanks fed by the Vier : d s-, ol
| : 1s, iink, desirable that there should e
some definite decision on the points of differ = be
!mtw far;, or to what exteat, the works com i
interests ; an :
dctermine’:d, ti; :gc"“)i‘ﬁ“t)}’l , What is to be the remedy. When these t : i
proportion of that distribi?iren.mm th.e qlfestion of the distribution o;'v:'alf.)omts’;llle
upon ; but how to regulate i not.m d.lsPute’ having from the first bee(xf.acrr 3
AT P S or apportion 1t 1s the difficulty ; and thus, until f° ;;e
matters on a perman ngincers on the spot, nothing : AR
ent and satisfactory footing. e el g

8. I have had s -
: everal discussions wi 3
e v with H
with the French Engineers, and have is Excellency the Governor, and
plans, &e, 3 but I found it ilnp(\s«']»l tgone over the whole )
of the diff. E s1ble to accept an T i { :
N amiirilllces, in the ab'sence of Colonel 1‘P oordyvczt;heli et ke solution
ey ha ¢ understanding, both as to the causo, f th e e A il
4 )s t).ft. o new works, and as to the SR of the supposed damage resulting
A I‘jb 1ve Engineers fail to agree on these 6i-tremeq)’5 aud, of course, if our
i{eé'u Wl!l -be no alternative than for the tp nts, even
of Commission, or Convention, for its final se::;) o
Irzfanf.; of tl}ie C{ues’cion of the distribution of Watl;me
ission, should, I presume, b e
e accepted as bindi
9. I have pu e ; mding on both
e exm_l :{’)0591_}’ abstained from entering on the ngo.vt'ernments. A
A ;)n? etween the Engineers, because I haye fdtm'ts 1(:f ot e
al ; . 2
s e or? Government, if necessary, by the Superilllt Zt'ter ;i}]mt 'they
i i dm., of course, acquainted with the question i o ¥ e
d 88 .Lrima Jacie simple enough, and confined witl in‘ lnlall Itk Foarign, and
eration really i . : : 1n a small com 1 i
e oa 13 1nvol.wies many points of engineering difficulty anl(’iaz-‘zlilzzccon(s;
. ¥ |
knowledge 131181: Eevall bf little worth, and to which scientiﬁ’c calculationz ,and
the two Government: ?::f ltb; amli)lI e g0l sanguine that the Engineer Officers of
; o y be able, in formal confere - :
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. en : = 5 5
bk s to'ti:sa:::rg::- ‘I:ifoi;mah?n of the Board and Government copy of m
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question with maps and
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reply, and the matter at present stands, as therein disclosed, pending the arrival
of Colonel Food, when I trust that a recourse to any formal Commission may be
avoided. Colonel Foord is now on his way to South Arcot,and I will duly report
the result of any further steps that may be taken in the matter, should the Board
and Government desire my further interference after Colonel Foord’s arrival.

ellency the Acting Governor

From C. W. READE, Esq., Collector and Special Agent, to His Exe
7th October 1867,

of the French Establishments in India, dated Camp at Pondicherry,
No. 175.
1. Your Excellency will have heard, fr
matter of the Vieravandy ¢

om the French Engineers, of the barren result of the

conference in the hannel, regarding which so much correspondence has

passed between us.
9. In the absence of the English Chief Engineer, Colonel Foord, who conceded the construc-

e new works by the French Government, and who is, consequently, au fait with all details,
Mr. Lamairesse, it is impossible to come to

tion of th
and had approved of the plan of operations designed by
he difficulties that have presented themselves since the completion of

any definite settlement of t

o would seem no reason to doubt that the project of improving the main
strict conformity with the dethils laid down and improved by
lts appear to differ considerably from' those anticipated, and
has been fully attained, English interests, it is believed,

3. At present, ther
channel has been carried out in
Colonel Foord ; but the actual resu
while the object of the French Government

have suffered damage.

4. Your Excellency is so well

vandy channel, that it is unnecessary
the steps anterior to the recent works projected for its impro
now to place beyond doubt the exact position of affairsin regard to these works, because, assum-

ing that both Governments have acted in perfect good faith, and that the French have merely
aimed to secure to themselves such proportionate results as they were entitled to, and which the Eng-
lish Government was as anxious to concede agrecably to the original arrangement when the
channel was first undertaken, it is clear thatif through any oversight on our part, or misappre-
ciation of the detailed estimates, there has resulted any undue advantage to the French, to the
prejudice of the English, your Excellency’s Government would be the first to correct the error, S0
that, while the French remained gainers, the English should not be sufferers by concessions granted

in the interest of French subjects.

ney the accompanying paper,
dy the only real points requiring

aequainted with the whole question connected with theViera -
for me here to take any retrospect of its past history, or of
vement. Itwould appear only requisite

containing, in a concise form, certain

5. I submit to your Excelle
final settlement, in order toput

articles which, in my belief, embo

an end to all hereafter disputes between our respective people. 1 bo
equally important ; frst, supposing from whatever cause that English interests have suffered by the

recent works, what is the best means of correcting or remedying such injury ? and, 'ggcondigg,inv_ _
what way is the water flowing down the main channel to be distributed in the pmpwﬁmofﬁ
thirds English, and one-third French ? 5 e e

¢ water to be enjoyed by each Government is not a disputed point, but
oportion is the question for settlement ; and your Excelleney will |
uch as T have suggested in the enclosed paper, can
isfactdry solution ; and, therefore, it is that, setting
tainment of actual results, I propose that our
as to place the question of the fature distri-
¢ and satisfactory basis for all

6. The proportion o
the mode of regulating that pr
probably agree with me, that only in some Way §
either or both of these two peints receive any sat

ng our inquiry to the ascer

aside the past and confini
Governments deal only with the results themselves, 8o
bution of the water-supply to our respective Tyots, ona permanen

time to come. "

These points are twé,’a!n';&‘m '
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o Collector of South Arcot, dated 15

g Governor of Pondicherry, t0 th
867.

¢ the honor to acknowledge receipt of
avandy channel.

th October

your letter of the 7th instant, relative to the

1. ¥ hay
works exconted ab the Vier
5. T can easily-conceive

Toord, the recent works execute
Fnglich Engineers, and W

the desire manifested by you, to submit, for the inspection of Colonel
i formity with the project

d by the agents of my Government, 1n cou
hich had been since sanctioned by the Madras Govern-

But if the examination NOW suggested shews any deviation from the project, I am quite

:n the said works ; and it would be impossible for me, 33 1 had the

to cause the interference of our Engincers in the proposed wnfmm
¢ with Mr. Harrigton, bhave

d, for reasons that a Commission, M concurrenc i
4 and attested that the works were execated in perfect conformity with the

g a remark made by Mr. Harrington that an error has mwmmim ‘
cnsion of the dams. 1If, howévm,‘.polmel‘ Fwnl :
ad to deputo

ment.

with Colonel Foor
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" mect bim at Pondicherry: s B Sl g il L7, . 3,-,
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, 4, When Calonel Foo
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| assure you that it is not our intention to take advantage of any undue share 0513“1",1011!“ :
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. 5. The spirit of the project of Mr. fLamairesse, consisted to manage, during the small freshes,
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 just thab each tank 8 rtain quantity of water, and this has actually e g

. you might have seen, daring v . and, in mstemieg e 5

| can sceure the proper share of water to the English ryots. ARt 8

; 1f it be shewn that the English tanks do not receive a sufficient supply of St the 3 i g

1 can be raised, but there must be an opening to let the water flow to the tanks situated below the

~ dam

8. st ;

The method to be adopted should bo as follows:— . AT

5 qate=To repair the calingulah, which noy discharges smw

' of the Baglish ryots, this alteration will soeuro ull the water ! owing to th

| {he small freshes. ey L icid AL o o g R

) gnd—The clearing the English branch chunnels, so as to' facilitate the.

. the tanks. : . o ! AT o

3rd.—The construction of slujees, if neeessary, to rotain water in the English chann

These preliminary works, which are intended to determine the quantity of ‘water abso
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4th.—What is the quantity to be supplied to the English channels below the dam in securing
one-third of our share to be supplied to the six tanks admitted in the first project, (two tanks at
Coonichanpet, one at Yircanoor, one at Chettypet, one at Kykalapet, and one at Codatoor.) It
would be very easy to determine upon these several points after some experiment made in concur-
rence by our respective agents.

Supposing, for instance, that the main channel receives M. 4 C. 500 of water per second to a
determined height, and that M. 2 run down to the second dam, so the difference retained by the
English tanks will be M. 2, C. 500.

As we are entitled to one-third out of M. 4, C. 500, we will have to give a 50 to the English
tanks below the channel, and the remaining portion belongs to us.

The English branch channels will be supplied as follows :—

Tanks en amount... ... 2 500
Do. enaval ... < 0 500
Equal to two-thirds of M. 4, C. 500 ... : 3 000

As stated above, if the tanks on the upper part do not receive a sufficient quantity of water,
then the dams should be raised. It would be necessary that the entrance of each tank be con-
structed in masonry work, so that the ryots may not attempt to enlarge or deepen the channels,
Within a few months, perhaps, the result will prove to be satisfactory on every point, whereas we
have been prevented from getting our proper share of water for the last ten or twelve years, for
want of proper improvement to the channel. A more prolonged experiment will, no doubt, prove
that the main channel now receives a sufficient quantity of water so as to fill up, at the same time,
both the English and French tanks, when the freshes are abundant. y

If your Government agree with what I have stated above, it would be very easy for our
Engineers to come to a definite settlement, on their proposed conference, otherwise a special Com-
mission must be appointed, as proposed by you, to come to a definite settlement.

1. Submitted to Government, with reference to their Order, under date 7th

August 1867, No. 1,826. ' .
2. Mr. Reade’s further report will be forwarded, with the Board’s remarks,

when received.

OrpER THEREON, 27th January 1868, No. 218.

Communicated to the Department
of Public Works.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,

Secretary to Government.

No. 439.

Irrigation, No. 11.

To the Public Works Department.
,, the Board of Revenue.
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