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Pruceeﬁmga of the Madras Guovernment, Revenue Department,
' 12th August 1868-

Read the following :—

So. 174. Proceedmfrs of the Board of Revenue, dated 2nd November 1867,
No. 7,153.

Read the following letter from the Acting Collector of Nellore, to the Secretary to
: the Board of Revenue, dated 3rd September 1867, No. 668,

1. In their Proceedings, dated 26th March 1867, No. 1,888, the Board of
Revenue, before passing final orders relative to the closing of the shell pits in the
Pulicat lake, desire to have the opinion of the Collector of Nellore on the question
under consideration. '

2. There can be no doubt that the spontaneous salt, which collects in the pits,
especially in those in the vicinity of the island of Irukam, is surreptitiously
collected in large quantities and used for curing fish &e., and that there ifa con-
siderable smuggling trade carried onin the article. The lat(: Salt Deputy Collector
wrote of this salt as not being of a good quality, and not capable of being utilized,

_because it would not even pay the cost of scraping. Mr. Freer, the present Acting

Salt Deputy Collector, however, points out that the salt is not so bad but that it
can be used for culinary purposes, and when mixed with good salt, ean be sold

. without fear of detection. He remarks that it is far better than the earth salt of

Cuddapah and Bellary, which is largely used for culinary purposes.

3. In an account prepared by the Salt Deputy Collector, he shews that
between 1st December 1866 and 31st July 1867, or during a period of eight months,
in nine villages on the Pulicat lake, where there are 3,943 exhausted shell
pits, 704 Maunds of spontaneous salt were reported to be destroyed, and 21
Maunds were entered as stolen ; but for want of any proper agency to collect the
refurns, their correctness cannot be depended upon. The late Narayanasawmy
Mudaliar estimated the annual loss to the revenue at Rupees 9,000, the value of fifty
garce of salt, vhich he believed to be surreptitiously removed from these pits.

4. Mr. Freer has prepared a table, shewing the home sales at nine stations for

the last five -ears, the results of which are exhibited below :—
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He regards the fall to the extent of 93 per cent., between the sales of Fuslies
1275 and 1276, as apparently the result chiefly of increased smuggling. Sceing
how steadily the trade inereased during the five previous years, the increase of this
smuggling trade he attributes to the facilities afforded by the exhausted shell pits
for the formation of spontaneous salt.

5. I agree with Mr. Freer in his recommendation that the Shell Contractors
should in fufure be always required to return to the exhausted pits the super-
incumbent layer of sand or mud which yas first removed to reach the shell deposit.
The rest must be left to the action of the tides and the rains. Of course, it would
be quite impossible to require the pits to be filled up.
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Pmceedfﬁgs of the Madras Government, Wi ;
| 12th August 1868. 3

6. The present establishment employed in this locality to prevent sk 4
and to watch some 4,000 pits, whose number is continually ime ceast | &
over an extended area, is only v MR .

R f
1 Gumastah ... monthly 12, ¢ ”
4 Peons AL

This establishment is quite insufficient. Mr. Freer wonld T

for it :
1 Supervisor... ¥  monthly 40, anm
10 Poons o sy 500 B % 60,

This establishment should be retained for three yearsat -
7. I have addressed the Superintendent of Police, ¢
want of vigilance onthe part of the Police in the
Jocality. Ihave also published in the Distric
payment of rewards to informers against parties guilty o

1. The Board consider it necessary, for
requii-e in future that the Contractors shall th
sand and mud which they have dug out from th

9. They admit the necessity of maintainin,
pits and destroying spontaneous salt, but before su
for the sanction of Government, they wish to bx
of Rupees 384 per annum, alluded to in pe
ganctioned, at what distance from the salt stations the pits are
the guards employed at the stations, witha few more Peons, w
to attend to the work. He will also state whaﬁ,’n thes
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* consideration that it may be worth.

it _’_IH§§7,1'53, dated 2nd November 1867. The shell pits in question have been person-
gﬂyﬁ yisited by me, and I agree with the Salt Deputy Collector in considering
" that they cannot be efficiently watched by the salt establishments at Tada, seven

| of Revenue inquire whether the guards employed at the stations,
eons, would not be sufficient to attend to the work. A close
the map and statement, submitted with late Narayanasawmy
ia; No. 17, of the 12th Jandary 1865, will afford some idea of the
t of the shell pits as they then existed, and of their distance from the salt

tations. They have inereased considerably since then around Irukam, to the north
and north-west of Venad, along the east coast of the lake from Musamoneode

: noﬁhwdbeybnd Nakka Doruvu. The work is too extensive for the Tada and

e

- Sunnapugunta Superintendents to exereise an effective supervision over it, especially
as ﬂmtaupervisionwﬁl be mostly required when they are fully occupied with the
* manufacture at their own stations.
4. In September 1865, I found the following drafts from other stations
amployed on this work i—

b 343 B 1 Assistant Superintendent.

1 Clerk.

- 8 Peons or Vetteyans.

they were withdrawn by order of the Collector, in consequence of
: the Board’s Standing Order, No. 218,*
and extra hands were employed in 1867,

' Page 219 of Official edition.
esult is shewn in the home sales. ol e R BeS TR g
The necessity of a separate preventive establishment presented itself
forcibly to the mind of the late Narayanasawmy Mudaliar, when he wrote the
Slmparagmph of his letter, No. 96, of the 10th June 1865 ; and the necessity for
¢ has increased in proportion as the shell pits have multiplied, on account of which
I have added only two more Peons to the establishment proposed by him. As

the St intendents of Tada and Sunnapugunta cannot, without neglect to their
 own work, be ‘called upon to exercise even a cursory supervision over the
Peons th at will be required for the work in question, I beg that a Supervisor may
be employed on the pay proposed, which has been considered with reference to
the amount of travelling which will be required of Mm during the hottest season

of the year. e
6. The necessary orders have been issued to the Superintendents of Salt at
Suﬁnapﬁ'gﬁnﬁa: and Tada, to watch closely and report every instance of neglect
on the part of the Contractors to throw back into the exhausted pits the sand and
- mud which they have dug out from them. I may be erroncously impressed with
 the importance of the Deputy Tahsildar of Sriharikodi, and Poluru also, giving
 their carnest attention to this matter, but I venture the observation for such g

\ ! . NO. 1,473.
. Submitted to the Board ‘of Revenue, with reference to their Proceedings,
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miles off, or Sunnapugtmt&, A
a very large area. The |
mud into the new pits hg d@q?‘

NELLORE, s 3
20k November 18.67'.

Read again Boa.rd s Pr
Do. ' L7

Read also the folIowmg letter £mm ihe
Secretary to the Board of

April 1868, No. 1,150,
. 1. With reference to the Bo
1868, requestmg me to gwe the da

salt producmg tracts of fhe
aletter, No. 91, dated 30¢h M

a-year, sanctloned by Goiverﬁlp n
for the mmntemmee_ef Zzge”dg? es
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of ﬁa Mddm: G'ovemmenty Reverme Depm-lment,
1 xm /!ugmt 1868.

: The Sa.l; Dep ,_;{y'ﬁollector, A. Nurra.m Row has also written to me, .
t ':ﬂmﬁ# wanld;t)st less than these annual repairs in the end to raise the
: nent in a substantial manner above the rise of the highest tides, providing

id-way upon it for wheeled traffic, and furnishing it with sluices having wooden
j tters for letting out the floods which at present breach it every year. He reports
 that, owing to the deficiency of the rain-fall, a larger quantity than usual of

s lpbmeona salt is cropping up this year, and that the Assistant Superintendent of
=4 razupatnam with most of the Peons have to watch these tracts to the neglect of
*ﬁm ‘more legitimate duties. He requests sanction for two additional Peons for
~ -:ﬂM work in addition to the establishment recommended by Mr. Freer for locking

' :;' % ;lfiet the old shell pxts, &e.

Promthe Depnty &ﬂle@or in charge of Salt, Nellore, to the Acting Collector of Nellore, dated
80th March 1868, No. 91.

1. Inreferenee to Board's Proceedmgs marginally specified, I have the honor to state that
there appears to be no distinet sanction for the
<k establishment of 384 Rupees per annum. An
_ enthy of Bupees 2, 000 was sanctioned for the dykes repairs in the Order of Government, dated 7th
- ‘a‘,i s January* 1863, No. 16, and in inecurring that
£ ?1 %W “;’f"; gg‘ ms:fﬁ“’;’d cost for the repairs, the cost of the establishment
: :;'1‘ s /4 is also borne, chiefly for looking after the state of
&g M uid dentally u a work closely attached to it, for the guarding of spontaneous salt.
i "'jt MN appear that a any fixed sum as 384 Rupees, (pardgraph 6 of the Collector's letter to
‘Board, dated 3rd S‘@tenbd'lsﬁ’l No 6,683,) was laid down as the cost of the establishment, nor
& hiﬂe ?m and Gumastahs employed throughout the year.
‘;‘f Il 1866, no quafot the establishment was made ; but the practice of drawing on the
of tho salt stations, and setting them on this work baving been discontinued, in consequence
’fﬁwa Stand’ing Order, No. 218, the establishment m entertained as a part of the anicut
mmlﬁ'. Freer, in ﬁ'mmg his estimate of the dykes repairs in 1865 for 1866, provided one
qu;{ﬁr the Musamona dyke, and four for the Venad and Otambed dykes, to aid the local establish-
3 ,inent to look after not only. these works but the shell pits, as these works ““have to be attended to
g 25 ﬁhﬁﬁﬁ mnfaetmmg season is in full progress.” This estimate was sanctioned by the Collector
ELitim. hs lettar dﬁed 8th November 1865, No. 750. Bill was pa.ssed for five Peons for 1866

mmwes. ¥o. 147ﬂ,abontclosmg shells,

3 In the year 1867, the establishment consmted of,

: RS, A. P.
"~ 1 Gumastah, Rupees 12 a-month, for eight months

s T PN lnrn and twenty-snx days . 10723 .4
oS > "7} 3 Peons, at 5 Rupees each per month for seven

i AR months. . . 105 0 0

Sf!hntikota. 4 'do. do. for nine months and seven da.ys v A8 =:0 T

Snnnapngunta v 6. do: do for e1ght months .., B | 05 e

\

42 ; 59911 5

ts .W- Kr Plunket ‘while he was in sa.lt charge proposed in hisletter, dated 12th December

N 446 that “‘a temporary establishment was necessary, and it should be included and

bited fo the charge for restoring and ‘maintaining the dyke.” The Collector in his Memoran-

o ,ﬁh of the 22nd December directed that the Deputy Collector should include executive superin-
: @mw in the estimates,” <

: ‘53' 1 'I‘lm Acting Collector states that Narrain Row has suggested that it would
cost less than is annually spent in repairing the dykes to raise a substantial embank-
e & .




Proceedings of the }Iadra: Gwernmcﬂ.

ment above the level of the highest tides, surmount
traffic and pierced by sluices. ;
2. The Acting Collector will cause an eshma,tefq:

and submit it to the Board with his own opinion on the
8. Meanwhile, the Board resolve to request the

the entertainment of the establishment apphed for by
namel), i

1 Supervisor, at Rupees 40 per :
12 Peons, at Rupees 72. ‘
The annual ecost will be Rupees 1,344,

: " % 7: '.v' "y e :').-. k = "
No. 177. OrpER THEREON, 12th August 1868 No.

Separate Revenue, No. 12.

Salt.
x Per mensem,
1 Supervisor ... ~.. ... Ruopees -~ 40
12 Peons, at 6 Rupees each 2= 72
112

Per annum... 1,@
&’ £ L
“neous salt is lisble to be washed away in me,ﬁ
preventwe establishment was enterimned at d a‘:st 65

whether permanent Peons might not be detached mth a éaﬁy ba%h J
work, the Peons temporarily entertained being kept at hand do the
work of the men so detached. This arrangement, with an intel '
worthy Duffadar to do the work of “Supervisor,” might answer well
the Duffadar may be fixed at Rupees 35permensem. T
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